
) v .. 
3 February - 28 February 1968 

ENGAGEMENTS AROUND HARDOORE 

(GOLDEN DnAGONS) , 

I. Comret Assoult (P. 2) 

II. Initial Contact (P. 3) 

III. Engcgomcnts to effect Encirc1cmont (P. 6) 

IV. Rockct/}fiortar Attack c.~inst Hardcorc (P. S) 

V. The Attack to the Fnst (P. 9) 

VI. l-1op up-Operations of the Area North and West of Hardcore (P. 15) 

VII. The Push to the South (P. 19) 

VIII. Renarks about Control of Combat Power (P. 35) 

IX. Ronnrks about Close Air Strikes (P. 42) 

X. Rennrks about usc of U.S. Army Helicopters and other Light Aircrc,ft in 

a Non-Permissive Environment (P. 46) 

XI. RClICrks about usc of CS (P. 51) 

XII. Remarks about Minibase Concepts (P. 54) 

XIII. Conclusion (P. 56) 

Illustrations: Figure "an ••• Orientation 
Figure fib" ••• Initial Contact (4, 5 February) 
Figure "c" ••• Encirclement 
Figure "d" ••• Attack to the East 
Figure lie" ••• Mop-up Operations 
Figure "f" ••• Th'e Push to the South (18-22 February) 
Figure "g" ••• The Push to the South (23-24 February) 
Figure l'h" ••• Gun-Target Line/Flight Path 

1 

\ , . 

, 
\. 

'-. 

'"' 

" 

-, 

3 February - 28 February 1968 

ENGAGEMENTS AROUND HARDOORE 

(GOLDEN DnAGONS) , 

I. Corn.bct Assault (P. 2) 

II. Initial Contact (P. 3) 

III. Engc.gomcnts to effect Encirclement (P. 6) 

IV. Rockct/}ifortnr Attack e.~inst Ho.rdcoro (P. S) 

V. Tho Attnck to the East (P. 9) 

VI. }'lop up-Oporations ~f the Area North and West of Hardcore (F. 15) 

VII. '!he Push to the South (P. 19) 

VIII. Rcnarks about Control of Comh'lt Powor (P. 35) 

IX. Rcnarks about Close Air Strikes (P. 42) 

X. Rennrks about usc of U.S. Arrrry Helicopters and other Light Aircr~£t in 

a Non-Permissive Environment (P. 46) 

XI. Rcmrks about usc of CS (P. 51) 

XII. Remarks about l-I1nibasc Concepts (P. 54) 

XIII. Conclusion (P. 56) 

Illustrations: Figure "a" ••• Orientation 
Figure lib" ••• Initial Contact 
Figure "c" • •• Encirclement 

(4, 

Figure lid" ••• Attack to the East 
Figure lie" ••• Mop-up Operations 

5 February) 

Figure "f" ••• 'Ille Push to the South (18-22 February) 
Figure "gil • •• '!he Push to the South (23-24 February) 
Figure lib" • •• Gun-Target Line/Flight Fath 

1 

c 

\ 

\ 

-, 



-""'\ 

'4l 

HFAIXlUARTEFrS 
1ST BATTALION, 14'l'H INFAN'lRY 

(Golden Dragons) 
APO San Franciseo 96355 

SUBJ:JCT: Combat Atter' Action Report 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

13 t.pril 1968 

1. A special report is hereby submitted to cover combat action by the 
1st Battalion, 14th Infantry Which oeCUrred approximately 25 1d.lometers 
south of Da Nang during the period 3-28 February 1968. 

2. The reasons tor this special report are as follows: 

a. To proV'it:te a comprehensive swmnary for historical purposes of the 
battalion's activities dur!nt a continuous and prolonged period of combat 
against a determined NVA enemy. 

, ~. To provide a forum tor examination of lessons leamed by this ..• 
lIattalion during a period of intense combat activity. 

3. It is hoped that this account of activities and cOJllllents by the 
battalion commander will be of interest and possible benefit to the 
readers. 

FOR THE CONMA}."DR3: 

DISTRmtmON: 
2-00, IFFV 
2-CG, 4th, Inf Div 
2-CG, Americal Div 
.~O, 3d Bde, 4th In! Div 
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2-CG, USARV, 1'\1'0 96375 
l-CO, . 1st Bn.. 35th Int 
1-C0, 2d BIl, 35th Int 
l...cO, 2d 1m, 9th Arty 
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COlt1BA.T ASSAULT 

Elements of the 2d Wi!. Division were employed in the 1968 TET offensive in 

the Da Nang - Hoi An area. In order to block ~nd otherwise isolete these 

elements froll their traditiom.l base camp area in the highlands east of 

An Hoa" the 1st &"twlion, 14th Infantry along with other 3d Brigade" 4th 

Infantry Division elements was ordered by the Americal Division (the brigade 

was under the operational control of the Americal Division durin( this 

action) to orFanize an area of operations (AD) to include the critical 

hifh ground south of Da Nang" east of An Hoa, and west of Hoi An. The 

Golden Dro8Qn battalion coIIll':la.nder, during a reconnaislX'\nce on 3 Februcry 

with the brira.de cOElIlB.nder, Colonel George E. Wear" and the 2d Battt.1ion, 

9th Artillery commander, Lieutenant Colonel Gerald B Bobzien, selected 

the site of the combn.t assault to be the topogrC'.phical crest (B0.48 -

AT97850l) of the most prominent ridre in the area of oper:ltions in order 

to secure terrain for the bc1.ttalion firebase. On this reconnaissance 

it was verified that that the t:eneral area was "hot", due to observc:.tions 

both fron on the fTound and from the air. Four gunships and eleven lift 

aircraft (UHl) provided the Army :3.ircraft assets for the co:cibat ass.:.u1t. 

An artillery preparation was fired from the firebase to the southeast 

(1st Battalion" 35th Infantry) and from r~1.rine artillery to the north and 

northwest. Due to poor vreather conditions the effects of the prepur~tion 

could not be observed with clarity. However, the first lift landed 

a.lmost without incident, althoUl;i'l fire was received from the vicinity of 

the landinr zone. As the succeedin[ lifts arrived" the fire became more 

intense. Antiaircraft fire, both 30 cal and 12.62, Wt.s directed ar,ainst 
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the incoming lift and gunships from at least four confirmed locations. 

One "Blue Ghost" gunship from the 7/17th Air cavalry was hit by 12.62 mm 

ground/air fire; it crash landed and -was abandoned by the crew, who were 

picked up by one of the other gunships. A1phc. ('k)mpany, the lead rifle 

company on the he1iborne combat assault" was followed by' Delta Company. 

Immediately behind Delta was the 4.2 inch mortar platoon 'Whim 1rBS airlifted 

into the landing zone by CH-47 (Chinook) helicopters. '!he enell\V fire on the 

LZ increased in intensity in spite of return fire by A and D Companies and 

the gunships; two casualties were incurred by Alpha ('k)mpa.ny and two more by 

the heavy m:>rtar platoon while off-loading. A fire started aromd the 

landing gear of the Chinook but fortunately a crCWlIfln was able to extinguish 

it allowing the aircraft to lift off from the LZ. 

By the c1osi."lg hours of the first day" two rifle companies (A and D)" the 

4.2 inch mortar platoon and a ba.tt~lion control element led by the 5-3 

were firmly entrenched on the LZ, now IlD.JOOd ''Hardcol'e.'' A listening post 

was established by the second platoon of Delta ('k)mpa.ny" 400 meters west 

of Hardcore. At approximate4r 0400 hours on the mrning of 4 February an 

undetermined size NYA force was surprised by the listening post and a short 

firo fight onsued. A relief force sent from the second platoon swept the 

contact area" finding tl'IO confirmed NYA killed" tw RPG nnchineg1.ms and 

a B40 rocket 1a.mcher. '!he four nan listening post incurred two wounded 

in the encounter. 

(Figm-e "a" depicts significant terrain features aromd Hardcore) 

II 
INITIAL CONTJ..CT 

The remaining nnjor elements of the battalion closed Hardcore on 4 February. 
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A Company pushed to the southwest, B Company to the north, and D Company 

to the northeast from LZ Hardco:;.-c. Besides the usm.l search and destroy 

mission, D Company was to secure the area for the extra.ction of the UHI 

gunship which had been shot down during the combat assault on the previOUS 

day; the gunship was rigged and extracted. No uanelNcr company had con­

tact other than for an occasional sniper round until afternoon. 

About 1300, 'When pushing west into the snall village of Tho Son (AT985516), 

B Company hit a determined NVA unit, estimated to be a reinforced platoon or 

larger size unit. The fight ensued until dark. On four occasions, the 

B Comp<'1IlY coll:lmlnder~ (}'lptrdn Bruce G. Shipley, hammered against the hostile 

positionj ec:.ch ti.tnc was with tho support of artillery. Arzqy gunships 

raked the area. The battalion requested and received an immediate airs trike 

on the target. 

The eneII\Y would wait until lead elements were within 3 - 5 meters away 

before firing from their positions, la tor determined to be an "L" shaped ambush. 

Although the eneII\Y positions were not fully exploited until the following 

day, B CompalXl confirmed three enenw killed and captured three (3) AX 47 

rifies and eight eneDW packs. It is believed that the eneII\Y losses were 

in fact much higher. Finally, the battn.lion commander ordered Captain 

Shipley to withdraw from the area of con~ct in order to reorganize for 

the night and prepare for the next day's offensive. 

In order to withdraw, Cu.ptain Shipley hed to evactk'lte one seriously wunded 

man from the forward area of contact. The assigned Dustoff aircraft, 

piloted by warrant Officers Norman Shanahan and Gregory Shuntz, effected 

a daring voltmtary pick-up of the 'WOunded man. Supported by a ring of 
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outgoing suppressive fire from elements of B Company, the pilot spiraled 

the Hue.y into the tight perimeter, now blazing with outgoing protective fire. 

Fl;ying conditions were complicated by the oncom:ing dusk. However, the 

extraction was incredibly effected without hits t:JItI the .Dus1lof'!' 

aircraft. The battalion commander, who witnessed the rescue from his OP 

at Hardcore and listened to the radio transmissions associated with the 

pick..-up, rem'lrked that if Hollywood had produced the dram that tm.folded in 

about 15 minutes, no one would believe it! 

The battalion comnander decided to attack the stubborn position with two 

companies (B and D) at first light the next day, 5 Februa.ry. The attack 

wa.s from a new direction (from the south) and wa.s preceded by an artillery 

preparation. The execution of the attack was marred by an artillery com­

putation error which caused 2 rotm.ds of 105 BIn howitzer to fall within 

the command group and the 1st platoon of D Company. The company commander, 

Captain Charles L. Cosand, was 8.JlI)ng the nine friendly troops wounded. 

Although he suffered hits in the face and leg, Captain Cosand resolutely 

miritained cOnmBnd of D Company until the objective we.s secured before 

temp:>rarily releasing the company to the executive officer, in order to be 

treated by the battalion surgeon. 

With the eneII\V driven off by the ground action of the previous day, the 

artillery firing during the night and the two company attack, both companies" 

now swept through the objective easily. In retrospect Captain Shipley 

concluded that because of the configuration of the ttL" shaped enemy position" 

without prior knowledge of its e~ct location, only a direct assault 'WClS \ 

possible. He had attempted to outflank it the previous ~ without success. 
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The results of the first three days of action were 5 NVA killed, 3 weapons 

captured, with 16 wounded suffered by friendly forces. 

(Figure "btl depicts tactical maneuver of 4 & 5 February) 

III 

Et~GAGEMENTS TO EFFECT ENCIRCW(ENT 

The following daYr 6 -February- 196a, both B and D Companies crossed the Song 

Chiem Son {River) b~fore first light in. pursuit of the rema.irrlng enerJy from 

the previous two days r encounters... These two companies were to··sweep to . 

the north and west, wh.il.eA Company was to move directly west on the· south 

side of the river to complete the ·encirclement •.. 

Brevo Company was movitlg along the main trail rtmning northeast - southwest 

. in the vicinity of Thanh MiY (AT972533) when the point pl.a.toon called the 

company co1lDlJl1nder to deternrlne if friendly elements were loreted to their 

front.- They reported that a large group of soldiers were waving to them 

from across the rice paddy. The B Company commander then called Delta 

Conrpany to determine if Delta hr.d B Company in sight. Upon receiving an 

"affirmative" answer, the point platoon w<'.s told to ll¥)ve across the' paddy. 

Once in the open, the enenw opened fire; the soldiers spotted by the point 

were "dinks, II not De.lte. Company. ·At this time D Company was in fs.ct at 

least 1.5 kilometera away to the northeast; it is unknown whether they had 

a.ctually sighted Bravo Company or the ·NVA. 

D Company was immediately ordered to relieve the pressure on B Company. 

After a difficult maneuver, D Company came into position, and due to the 

support of gunships, artillery and fire'and maneuver by both companies, the 

situation was favorably resolved by the end of activities on the 4th day of 
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operations in the AO~ 

The next day, 7 February, the basic operation continued. A Com:po.ny, loc<~ted 

near Le N:1.IO. (AT9W5lS), experienced heavy fire from two directions ::..s it 

began its &r.rly ml'ning movement. The ehel:\Y' struck as the battalion 

cOIIll.la.nd and centro1 (C&C) aircraft W<.ls landing D.t the company lorotion. '!he 

C&C pilot was killed, several others were womlded and the aircraft was 

ck'..maged. After calling for artillery fire and seturating the target with 

direct fire, the area appeared sufficiently secure to bring in a medi~l 

evacoo.tion (Dustoff) aircraft for the wounded. This aircraft also was 

d~~ged by grolIDd to air fire and was forced down at the A Company 

location. Heavy artillery fire and an airstrike were utilized in an 

attempt to reduce the pressure on Company A. The Alpha ll£'1it could not 

nnneuver all platoons until the two downed aircraft could be rigged and 

evacuated. 

Meanwhile, D Co:mp?ny, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry was ordered by . 

b~'["igc.de to the "operational control" of the Golden Dragons. This freed 

C Coopany to go to the aid of A Compa.ny and also facilitated the encirclement 

from the south. C Company advanced to the area of greatest threat to A 

Company (vicinity coordinates AT956523), allowing the helicopters to be 

evacuc.ted. In the meantime both Band D Companies were completing their 

sweep to the north and west ncross the Song Chiem Son (River). .hS £he 5th 001 

7 February, ended, Band D Companies were in blocking positions (coord:i.:mtes '. 

AT967542 and liT960542 respectively) across the northern fork of the Song 

Chiem Son (River) and It.. and C Companies were in position (coordinates ;"'1'950520 

and J.T944526 respectively) to JlX)ve to the northeast to swoep the kill zone 
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formed by the encirclement maneuver. In prep!lration for the sweep of 

8 February, airstrikes and a.rtillery were utilized. A 1!.nd C Companies 

hOved into the objective area encountering sporadic resistance and taking 

light friendly casmlties. Total results of the encirclement actions (from 

6 Februnry through 8 February) included 32 enen:u KIA, 3 eneII\Y weapons CIA 

while US Forces suffered 8 KIA, and 25 wounded. 

(Figure IIC" depicts tactical maneuver of 6, 7 & 8 February) 

IV 
ROCKET/l-lORTAR ATTACK AGAINST HARDCORE 

On the moming of 8 February 1968, appro:xirn9.tely 6 mortar rounds and three 

or four 122 om rocket rounds were directed against Hardcore. Immediately 

reports from Band D Cottpe.nies localized the mortar positions, and counter 

mor~r fire -wa.s directed by these companies, utilizing the batte.lion 4.2 

inch mortar platoon. 

Fortunately, the battalion commander at the battalion OP observed the flash 

of fire from the rocket position and artillery fire was directed against it. 

Fortunately, <1180 the a.irborne FAC was overhead and assisted materially in 

directing supporting 105 DID. artillery into the rocket position. An 

immediate airstrike request diverted several flights of fighters which 

accurately struck the rocket position; the effort was of course controlled 

by the airbome FltC. The airstrikes uncovered an antiaircraft firing crew 

manning their weapon, \oJhich also was struck. :No mortar or rocket rounds 

were fired subsequent to the retaliatory effort by the b:::.ttalion. It is 

believed that the rocket position was destroyed, and that as ~ minimum 

the mortar positions were forced out of action. 

\ 
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The rocket firing position was located outside the Golden Dragon area of 

operations at coordinates AT967572. Close liA:if;on with the 3d Battalion, 

7th Marine Regement facilitated clearance for the artillery and airstrike. 

V 

THE ATTACK TO THE EAST 

Instructions from brigade raquired that the battalion attack to the east on 

9 February into a nel-fly authorized extension of the nrea of operations, 

approxinntely described by the following coordinates: BT 0055, 0052, 0353, 

0356. This a.ction wns in response to recently acquired intelligence ms..terial 

indicating that a large size NVA unit had moved into the area. The attack 

was coordin~ted with a similar action by the 1st Battalion, 35th Inf:mtry, 

located to the east of the Golden Dragon area of operation. Accordingly, 

A and C Companies were ordered to attack to the east, with appropri:.te 

objectives designated in the eastern portion of the AO extension. In order 

to control the activities of the battalion during this phase of operations, 

the bu.ttf'.lion cOllllIB.nder roved overland with a sIIBll con:ma.nd group and 

est&blishod a daylight observc.tion post on the northeastern part of the 

ridgeline, vicinity AT989509; it afforded excellent observation and r~dio 

coverage of the area of interest. 

After advancing across the north - south railroad tracks, C Company soon 

encotmtered elements of the enenv force, verifying its presence in the area. 

After a stiff fight in the vicinity of Ban Lanh (BTOO5537), Charlie Compa~ 

effectively reduced the initial resistance by means of artillery and gunship 

support, direct weapons fire, and unit maneuver. Unfortu.na.tely, two short 
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rounds of 105 DID howitzer wounded two of C Company's men. }~edevac was re­

quested for these and other casualties; however, the aircraft was somehow 

dO'Wlled enroute and the Battalion e&.-G aircraft with Doctor I8vid E. Bishop, 

the battalion surgeon, on board, tended to the evacuation. '!be company then 

closed on the main enel1\Y position, met heavy resistance and proceeded to 

destroy the ene~ force. 

A serious problem existed in that the 1st platoon's ammunition supply was 

nearly depleted due to the earlier contact and the 2d platoon was about half 

way through its supply of anmmition for the same reason. An emergency resupply 

of ammunition was requested; the helicopter attempted to land, but was 

driven off by intense eneII\Y fire. Also, init:ially, priority of artillery 

fires and gunship support was given elsewhere due to the serious situation 

developing concurrently with Bravo Company (which will be discussed later). 

Regardless of these obstacles, Charlie Company tackled the objective, a 

:heavily wOoded area runriing 'on an east - Westirls. On its southerrt side 

was'agu11i 20 feetdeePf on the. northemsidewas'theSong 'Xy>tB.m'(River). 

When inald.ngcontaet "f-With the eneny, C Company was' 1"Oca.t~d on the 'southetn si(\,e 

of the c20foot gully.. ' 

The seconrl platoon was used as a diversionary force in that it placed fire 

on the en8II\Y's flank while the third pIa. toon maneuvered from the west to 

the east toward the objective.' The 1st platoon was used -to isecure a LZ ,­

f6r'the ammunition resuppl.y~ ,'!'he'C'Compariy CP and 81 mm mortar elemerit 

werebplng· used as a.'reserve~' At the time' the campIlY' commander, . Captain 

RObert R~ V<l.ughn~ c0111d riot determ1ne -the' size of the eneJq 'force." '!be third 

platoon engaged the enemy am received intense automa.ticwo~pon8 fire. The 
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CP and reserve reinforced the 3d platoon and the order was given to adjust 

weapons for autooatic fire in order to gain superiority. At times the fight­

ing was as close as 1 - 10 meters. 

The woodline was encircled by a trench six feet deep. The eneJD¥ occupied 

the trench system. and the several "hootches" beyond it. The attacking troops 

made maximum use of M-79 grenn.de launchers, lAWS, and hand grenades in gain­

ing possession of the ene~ positions. Once in the trenches an enem1 82 mm 

mortar was captut'ed and 25 known dead within a) meters of friendly positions 

were counted. All the dead had packs and weapons and were wearing remouflaged 

uniforms. Another 20 or J:lOre were seen being ccrried off but were not accounted 

for as confirmed or possible kills. The trenches afforded good cover but 

greatly limited the maneuvoring area. Gunships were requested and they pursued 

the enecy lIIho was now attempting to escape to the northeast. The company w<!s 

forced to discontinue further pursuit in order to get the much needed resupply 

of ammunition which had fino.lly arrived. 

J .. fter the completion of the resupply, a night laager was found 100 meters from 

the objective; gunships r.nd artillery were employed to S3.turate the entire area. 

About 0300 hours that night, noises were heard coming from the contact area. 

The ltdinks" were pounding on gongs and chanting "hey Joe, you number 10, you 

die!~ Shortly afterwards seven mortar rounds believed to be 82 rom were re-

cei ved inside the cOI!1p1lI1y perimeter. h t the SllID.e time a light was seen and 

movement WC'.S heard to the east of the perimeter about 30 meters out. J.. hand 

grenade was thrown and the light went out and the movement ceased. AS!l result, 

the mortars stopped firing. 
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o:>ncurrent with C Company' 8 action of 9 February, Alpha O:>mpan;y was heavily 

engaged in a.ssisting both C O:>mpeny of the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry and 

in reducing the pressure on C o:>mpa.ny of the Golden Dragon battalion. 

In the meantime, B o:>mpany was ordered to proceed with a.ll aw.i1able speed to 

block possible escape routes for the en~ from Charlie O:>mpany's assault. 

After IOOVing only about 1000 meters, B O:>mpany engaged a n'tDllerically superior 

enemy (NVA) force in vicinity of Boa ... '\.n Dong (AT985535). A violent small arms 

and hand grenade battle took place in which the NVA used short range rockets 
" 

(B-40 type) and 82 Ii1m IOOrtars. O:>unter-mortar fire directed from the battc:.lion 

OP silenced one EOrtar position and severe~ restricted the action of one other. 

However, B Company took serious casualties; the enemy was entrenched and de-

termined to stay and fight. At the time the action started .. B O:>Llp!lny was in 

file snd the ene~ split the file with recoilless rifle fire, isol~ting the 

second platoon. The company com::r.nder g2.ve the order for the remaining three 

platoons to withdraw and form a perimeter. At this time the entire eletlent 

was receiving heavy recoilless rifle, B-4O n:e.chinegun and lOOrUlr fire. 

The company commander instructed the 1st platoon to IOOve up two sqtads in 

an attempt to relieve the pressure on the 2d platoon's flv.nk. This required 

ttl em to "low-crawl" over three hundred meters, which they did successful.ly. 

Tl+e'l;st phtoon relieved the 2d platoon, recovered the wounded and moved 

bnck 1rJ.io the perimeter formed by the rem&inder of the company. The 2d platoon's 

d~::.d had tD',~be left in the contact area .. 
;; . ,: .. - .' ~ . 

At abOut 1430 hours, Delta -was committed to the relief of B Company and fina.lly 

a.fter a bloody battle both companies linked up end were able to reorganize for 

the night. 
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While reorganizing, eleven of the wounded from Band D Companies had to be 

evacuated from t.."1e contact area.. Due to the seriousness of the wounds" an 

attempt had to be ma.de for evacuation before dark. The landing zone wa.s 

marked with smoke and covering fire from small arms was given by elements of 

the two companies. Gunships protected the evac~tion from the air. As the 

Dustbff landed" eneI:\V 82 mm mortar rQunds fell in the peri.l!l.eter and heavy 

eneIi\V automatic weapons fire hit in and around the landing zone. '!he evacuation 

W$l.S eff'eetcd but: not Without uinor' casuhlties. One of the gunships protecting 

the Dustoff was shot down. The pilot fought the aircraft all the wey to tho 

ground; it crashed, but rnir<lculous1y the crew was unhurt. They were pickod-up 

by a sister gunship. The gtmship was evc.cu::'. ted the next day. 

After the casualties were evacuated an attempt was linde by Band D Compe.nies 

to withdraw from the imnediate a.rea. B Company met heavy resistance' and coul~ 
\ 

not move. It was decided by both cOI.llllenders to rer.ain in the contact :J.rea for 

the night. As darkness closed a final mortar attack fell on D ColJ.pa.ny J S 
, 
\ 

position killing four and wounding sixteen more. After dark the eneqy attem~t­
\ 

ed to probe the friendly positions. 

During the reorganization thet evening, the third platoon of Brcwo Company 

I ~ 

I. '~ 
\ 
,\ 

was separated from the m~in body and forced to organize ~ p1~toon perimeter. \ 

At approxi.n:ately 2100 hours, the enenw attenpted to slip by the third platoon' 

on a rnnjor east - west trail. The enemy had no idea of the third p1~toonl s 

location and fired recoilless rifles at random. '!his triggered the firing of 

an enenw 82 mIn mortar. '!he enemy recoilless riflemen, apparently thinking the 

mrto.r belonged to Br;J.vo Company, k.id heavy fire directly on the tube. In 

turn, the mortar shelled the recoilless rifle positions. Thus an all night 
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firefight erupted between two enemy units with the third platoon enjoying the 

show. At this point in the confusion, nn eneIlV platoon (on line) laid down a 

heavy base of fire. In return the eneIl\Y recoilless riflemen walked the strike 

of their weapons up and d01;m the other ener.:w position. 

There is no way of knowing how nany "dinks" were eliminated by each other. 

However the third platoon also took their toll. The ene~ movea pest the 

platoon location on two pa.rallel trails, with the third platoon in a trench 

between the trails. The platoon used hand grenades which they threw on the trail 

after holding them for three seconds with pins pulled and hand safety released. 

J:.gain the ene~ could not determ:ine the source of the grenades and vrould fire 

their weapons in fear and desperation into their own r<'l.nks as they moved along 

the trails. ~t first light the noxt DOrning, the third p~toon joined the 

ferMinder of the compnny. 

A portion of the night perit'"!leter was manned by the weapons pl.2.toon of D 

Cmnpe.ny~ They were dug in beside a tr.::>il bordered by a heavy bamboo hedgerow. 

The €ncI1V threw eight to ten grenades at their positions with little effect. 

The grenades could not clear the pamboQ <::.nd they fell hr.rr:ilessly short of the 

intended target. 

<;m. the neXtQ.ay, 10 Febr'WlI'Y 1968., an exten$i~ U.S. ldr Force airstrike, 

artillery and morta.r pr(;par~tion; to include· CS munit.:tons and U.S. ArIfIy gun-
. . ,~. .,' ~.."".' . 

ship fire .softened up the objective arca~ B apd D Comlxm~es adVanced to seize 
•• ;' '.' r • 

the objective, destvoy b~efs and recover seven tfienct+~ dead, Fresh ene~ 

gr~.ves . were found~ evidertce of the violellt nature Qt t.he engngeJP.ent~re· 

In the meantime, A. an(i C ComPaniesn:lOpped-up the 
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enemy position further to the east. In the objective area were numerous 

indications that the previous day's fighting had inflicted heavy casualties on 

the NVA. The total results for A, B, C, and D Companies in the two day oper­
rz... 

ation were 116 enenw killed, 25 individus.l weapons and one sa: DDl1 l'IK:)rtar CIA 

with 13 U.S. soldiers killed and 53 wounded. 

(Figure lid" portrays the tactical concept in "Attack to the Eastn) 

VI 

MOP-UP OPEFATIONS OF THE AREA NORTH AND WEST OF HARDCORE 

On II February, B Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, on a local sweeping 

action, received sniper fire from a hamlet, An Tam 2 (AT9555OS), only 1.8 km 

from Hardcore. (The company had been under operational control of the Golden 

Dragons since 10 February 1968). In order to attack the enemw from the northeast 

the company co:mIll9.nder carefully worked his platoons using a combination of 

direct fire, maneuver, and indirect fire support until he ran into stiff 

resistance from within the inner confines of the built up area. Due to the 

pressure the forward lIDst element fell back but not all the :clen -were r.ble t9 

withdrllw; a wounded man, a. dead comrade, and a mchinegun (without bolt) 

retlB.ined. The company immediately prepared for another attack in order to over-

run the position; artillery and m::>rt3.r fire were used in preparation. As the 

wind direction was favorable, the 4.2 inch mortar platoon fired their 3 

remining rounds of CS alll:l.unition in support of the assault. The battalion 

c&~nd and control aircraft, loaded with CS grenades, orbited overhead with the 

S3 Air, Lieutenrmt Harold Ebbit, on board. 
~ :.. 

The company attack was successful in allowing the wounded to be carried from 

the battlefield. However, after arriving in the forward area, it wes discovered 
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that the enelI\V was now located across the river from the attacking unit. 

B Company was forced to withdraw, leaving the body of one soldier and the 

mchinegun in the contact area. 

Meanwhile, an incident in a somewhat lighter vein occurred. While orbiting 

above the village, the comnand and control aircraft ran short of fuel. As 

B Compal\Y had not called for CS hand grenades to be dropped, Lieutenant 

Ebbit and his crew of grenadiers were caught with several CS grenades with PlnS 

loosened, rea.dy to be dropped. To conserve time the aircraft comnander elected 

to fly to the Marine Airbase (Industrial CompleX, AT875475) to refuel. Un-' 

fortunately the readied CS grenades rolled from the door of the UHl and burst, 

underneath the Marine control tower. There were apologies galore frOLl the 

eIilbarrassed crew of the lI<llarlie-Charliellj however, U.S. Ar1JJ9' - U.S. }fa.rine 

relations reached their nadir, especially for the Golden Dragpns! 

When it returned from the refueling mission the battalion commander dispatched 

the aircraft to the company's location with the battalion surgeon on bOard. 

The wounded man recovered from the forward area was in serious cOndition" and 

the medical evacU).tion helicopter had been delayed for some unknown reason. 

The company medics worked desperately to keep the man alive as he was being 

moved to a secure helicopter l~ft area. They had almost worked their way to 

the evac't.1D.tion pad. As the Golden Dragon surgeon arrived, a dismayed voice 

amounced over the radio only two words- -- ''he's dead! "Having bare~ .touched 

down, the cOlJI!land and control aircraft returned to the firebase. 

The following day, 12 February, two companies attacked from a different 

direction (from the south) with Delta Company, 2d ~ttalion, 35th Infa.ntry, 

commanded by Captain Robert H. Scherer, on the west side of the river, and 

Bravo CompalV', 4th ~ttalion, 31st Infantry on the east. Bothcompe.nies ran 
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into mines and booby traps. Delta. Q;>lIP~ny .drew sniper fire from the vicinity 

of Chau Phong (AT948502). However, the attackers reduced the en~ position 

to rubble and recovered the dead. and the machinegw.. It was discovered tho.t . 

the position, in addition to being defended by mines and booby traps, was 

also protected by extensive bunkering and tactical wire. The results of this 

two day action were 14 enenv KIA, 3 weapons CIA at a cost of 3 dead and 16 

wolIDded. 

On 13 February, B Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry was released to the 

control of its parent organization. By this time, the Golden Dragon area of 

operations was reduced in size generally by that territory covered in the attack 

to the east. Extensive search and destroy operations were initisted in order 

to clear out the areas of fomer contact in the flat lands adjacent to . 

Hardcore. Additionally, n:aneuver by rifle companies A, B, and C was designed 

to block traditional avenues of infiltration in the area. On the first day 

of this liIase of the operations arolIDd Hardcore, a stiff. fire. fight developed 
, .' -" ':. - .,' ~ - ,,,, " . .' \ , 

l?etween A Company, commanded by G:>~ptain Albert D. Carter, and an enemy jX>sition 

abou~ 5 k:m west of the firebase •. '!he position was reduced by fire andmneuver 

with the a.id of supporting armed H23 aircraft;, from the Brigade Aviation Section •. 
. .: .". 

However, during this action, one H23 was shot down; the crew and aircraft were 

evacll'lted successfully. '!he re»ults of the day I s contact were ~. enemy kil;1ed, 

2 weapons captured with only 2 U.S. soldiers WIA. 

During the continuation of mop-up operations on 14 February, it was a~parent 

from observations at the battalion OP at Hardcore that the enenv was again on 

the move in the westem and northern portion of the ar.ea of operation. Both 
- .' , , ~". . . 
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A and C Companies mved to counteract the activity_ Apparently reacting to 

the maneuver companies, about 40 enel'i\Y were observed in the open area along 

a river bank (AT96653l) about 2.5 km north of Hardcore. The Assistant 

Division Q:.>mmander, Brigadier General Charles W. R;.vder Jr., who was present 

at the battalion OF, assisted in calling mortar and artillery fire on the 

eneII\V. About 20 rounds of 4.2 inch CS o.unitions were employed to increase 

the effectiveness of the high e~osive rounds. Meanwhile, both companies 

made contact about 1.5 km away from the observed lo~~tion of en~ described 

above. C CompanY, in the vicinity of Ca Bon (AT949534), was engaged sharply 

while crossing an open area between two forested. village complexes. C Q:.>mpany 

used artillery, gunships and maneuver to continue the advance toward the enell\V 

sighted in the open. While C and A Q:.>mpanies fought to get to the objective 

area, mortar and a.rtillery succeeded in holding the eneD\Y in place until an 

airstrike, previously preplanned for another target in the AO, was diverted 

to the current enell\V location. Close air supp:>rt, increased by three other 

"diverts" accurately hit the area with high drag bombs, ne.palm, a.nd CBU. It 

was evident to observers that the enelI\V had been hard hit. However, due to 

the concurrent contact by A and C Q:.>rnpanies, C Company could not fight their 

way to the area of the airstrike until 15 FebruD.ry. 

An early lOOrning attack on 15 February was utilized to gain control of the 

objective. A search of the area disclosed 13 bodies, several dra.g trails and 

other evidence that the airstrike had fomd its nark. In the search of the 

arEia, C Company was constantly harassed by sniper fire. At the saLle time A 

Q:.>rnpany searched out the area to the west and southwest of Hardcore mtil 

16 February. Also B Q:.>mpany worked out the area to the north of Hardcore. 

At this time, in addition to organic means, a reconnaissance platoon of APCt a , 
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supported C and B Comp!llies in turn. These mop-up operations were conducted 

from 11 to 17 February. The total results for the overall period for the 

Golden Dragons and attached units were 67 KIA., with 3 U.s. KIA and 26 WIA. 

On 17 February, a CDO aircraft enroute to the Industrial Complex (U.S. 

I4arine Base - 8747), received 200-300 rounds of semi-a.utomatic and automatic 

grou..'1d to air fire. The aircraft was at an altitude of about 1000 feet over 

grid coordinates AT956521. A 3d Brigade FAC - Helix 52 piloted by lIofajor 

Leonard Severtson) was in the areaj and upon being informed of the incident 

(which had been observed from the battalion OP), proceeded to the ~hrine Base 

to inform the pilot of the nature and 10 tat ion of the eneqy target. Major 

Severtson left the C130 crew busily patching holes in the transport fuselafe. 

The C130 pilot carefully followed irtstructions in naking a safe exit froLl the 

area at a considerably higher altitude. wter, an airstrike was called on the 

eneIl\Y location. 

(The scope and tactical concept of the "Mop-Up Operations" are graphically 

represented in Figure lie". 

VII 

THE PUSH TO THE SOtJrH 

During the mop-up operations of the area north of and otherwise in the vicinity 

of Hardcore, the battalion reconnaissance platoon, "Fox Force", led by First 

Lieutenant Terry E. Bender, operated on a "work night, sleep day" basis on the 

long ridge line across Crocodile Lake and directly south of Hardcore. Fox's 

mission was to screen the battalion's southern flank .. and to report significant. 
'--... 

activity. During this operation, there were no enelI\Y sightings. On 16 Februery, '" 

Fox secured a two ship landing zone on the north side of the afore@entioned 

ridge line, into which A Company airlanded. A Comp!l.rJy :ilDediate1y pushed to the 

ffolJl;.n~ and operated without contact on 16 and 17 February. 



On 17 Februa.I7, the re'.:,te.lion cOl!llil2.nder established Minibase Fox at coordinates 

AT95S469. Two tubes of 4.2 inch roortar, one ground llDunted 106 recoilless 

rifle and associated ammunition and equipment were airlifted by URI aircraft. 

Mini~Fox was utilized as the forward battalion c6mmand-observation 

post f-or controlling the push to the south. The battalion cOI!:lllander 'and 

elements of the cOI:lIlr!l.nd group ma.nned the OP during all daylight hours and 

overnight as required by the activity in the area. 

On the following day, 18 February, Charlie Company combat assaulted into a. . 

la'1d:L71g zone prot.ectud by A Comp:l.n.1 and Fox Force from coIDlll9.nding high ground 

in the vicinity of t,he r..z. During the pick-up of the next to last lift, a 

lift helicopter recei"'rec. e.utomatic weapons ground fire from the fla.t area 

across the river to the n.orth of Hardcore, crashed and burned. All four 

crew membe!"s and four c('cie.t troops were killed. Ibth A and C CoLlp3.nies 

pushed further tc:'he f-outh after a B-52 strike in the saddle c.t the southern "~, 

borqerof the battalion ~rea of operations. Due to the dense ,jungle ve~tntion, 

ground movement ,was slol'1 er .. d tAdious. During the activity of 18 February, 

1 NVA was killed, 8 u.s. k:U.leel, and 1 U.S. wounded. 

The bat';;,alion mova to: U;esouth on 19 Februa;ryconsisted of to'\«) 

companies, A and 0, ad:;::ui:ing on parallel axes. Both companies nade slow progress 

in the rough terrain cmd th:' d: vegetat::'on •. D Co"ny was relieved of fire-

baee sec'IL.'ity'b".f B Company in order to secure the east flank: of the battalion, 

and. eearell and cle!l!.' the a"::'ea in the vicinity of Scorpion Lake. No enen:w 

contac';" \'Ie:=; produced by ;\ and C Companies on the 19th. 
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In the meantime however, while securing the east flank of the battalion, 

D Company routed an enenv force with small arms fire, 4.2 inch mortar support 

and a diverted airstrike. The company suffered one man killed in the action 

while killing 4 enenw soldiers. 

On tlie 20th of Febrt&'.ry, the push continued on two parallel axes, with A 

and C Comp?nies abreast, C Company on the right. Early in the morning, 

Company A received sniper fire from a heavily wooded hill (AT960438) to the 

south of their CP location. Just prior to this incident, the battalion 

cOJ!'lln9.nder, from the OP on Minibase Fox, observed through the BC scope what 

he believed to be a.n element of A Company. In reality, the personnel observed 

were well dressed enenw (NYA) ••• p::!.rt of the force that was later in contact 

w:1.tl) I. Company. Artillery fire was accurately adjusted jointly by the A 

Compa.ny:FI~1. and the battalion LNO (froLl Ninibase Fox). An immediate airstrike 

also wa~,t~qit~sted and it effectively covered the target area. ;. COIDp:1ny 

swept, the area, 'and ; found 3 enenw KIA by the artillery lmd ~irstrikes • . , ': .' : -. 

De+ta. ~mpa.ny attac~ed t9 the southwest on an mq.s lying to the south of 

The tbird p;tato0n of D Cornp3.I'!Y ~s attelpPti.ng to ~euvep tQ. 
, _ , . . ' ;' r' . ~ - -

the high ground south of ~qorpion Lake wh~n ~t enCQunte~~d ~ up~etermined 

size enel!W' for~e firmly ent-renched along a steep riOge.. , A ~tifl' firE? fight 
. . '. -' '" . .' . ~ . 

.. , 
\ 

ensued' but i:.he enelI)Y could n~t be dislodgeq. '!he thi,rd ph tOon" in a.n exposed 
., . - '" . -" l' . 

, " 

fire waf; pJ.?iced on th~ en,lim\fas th~ platoon:wi~hgrew to a' secure~rPl's~tiQn where 
; - " .. ' ':' . ,'" ., -, ". . '. ",. '''. . . ' : ~~. - , 

lake for JIlPre advantageous terrain, in an attempt to dis:t,odge the e~eII\V em 
.:. .....: • "'.. . .- .... '!M.

J 

';" :: _ • F' ; .~ , ._.:..:~. ~:' • 

the following day. C Company, had no con,tact in tbe.ir southward movement!' 



During the afternoon of 2) February, the Assistant Division Comnander 

of the America! Division, Brigadier General Ryder, visited Minibase Fox and 

oqserved the action. An incident in which General Ryder took particular in-

terest was the finding of an occupied ''hootch'' - cave complex (AT981438) 

r,m a narrow ledge on the southwestern face of Hill 845. The complex was 

4iscovered by Helix 53 (USAF Major Wilbur Skaar) while flying a FAC visual 

reconnaissance mission along the near perpendicular face of the mountain. 

~~jor Skaar later arrived on the ground at Minibase Fox, and assisted in 

directing the ensuing action. It was decided to attack the complex by firing 

a, de~t.ruction mission with 8 inch hovrltzers from the Marine Industrial 
- ~ " .; " ", 

Complex, . some 11 km to the west. The mission was adjusted by the i.irborne 

FAC now on station (Helix 52 - Major Severtson) ably e.ssisted from llinibase 

Fox by General Ryder, l'iajor Skaar - the ground FAC, and the Golden Dragon 

artillery !:NO, Cepta;i.n Jack Jones. After the destruction mission, which 

further exposed tp~ ~o~lex by clearing some of the vegetation from the area, 

t\iO U.S~ 4rmy gunships were directed on the target by the Airborne FaC. 
• • '. Y • 

As a r~sul-t of the at~ck~ the ~mplex burned the renninder of the afternoon, 

throughout the m.ght, and pntil mj.d-lOOrning the next day. It was judged to be 
~ ". 

an important NVA command/logistical iqstallation, This opinion is ~sed 
• • ' • • • . '. - r • • 

partly on, infornetion available to the battal~on 9or.:xna.nde~ throUgh Bri~de S2 
_ • " • 0 

that related favorably ~o the time and location of the friendly ~~tack, 

The followin~ day, ~ February,p A Company searched out tne area of previous 

cQntact, . find;Ll1g sj:.outly ponstructed ene.n:v IIhQotC?hes ", two o~ wh~~h wen~ 

filled with. broWq rice. Living quar.ters ~nd ~~ ~id shelteF~ were 9150 found. 

After destroying these, A Company: mved to the south. It is' believed that 



these constructions were part of an important enem, base camp area lying further 

to the east of the area of contact ( vicinity AT964423). This conclusion is 

based on FAC sightings and a terrain anaqsis. Unfortunately, the opportunity 

to check the area with ground troops did not present itself. C Compcny 

continued to wve to the south, finding a col!lP1ex of well used trails in the 

area. Delta. searched the area of the previous day's oontact without. finding 

the enenw. 

On 22 February.) both Alpha and Charlie Companies ran into sporadic ene~ 

resistance in their movement to the south. Unfortunately, it.lpha had a 

soldier killed early in the day. Efforts to evacua.te the man (a Dustoff was 

called before he died) proved fruitless. While attempting to lower a jungle 

penetrator into the area, the Dustoff was hit by ground fire. The rounds 

damaged the UHl engine, ~tlich forced the aircraft down about 1.5 km from 

the area of contact. Delta Company :immediately dispatched a platoon to 

protect the downed bird. Until the z.rriVB.l of gI'01md troops" the i;.ir Force 

FAC o!'bited the area, Qnd 1I7<:'.s later joined"by tunships. '!hE! '~rew :'Was then'evac­

uated unharmed by a Dustoff slick aircrn.ft. By 1430 hours, the aircraft had 

been rigged and evacuated without incident. In the meantime, after SWec.pil'l.g, 

Alpha carried the body out of the area of contact. It was considerably later 

in the dz.y before it was possible to evacuate the body by CC aircraft with 

gunship escort. \ 

Charlie Compa.."1Y met with incrensing resistance until, at about 1500 hour!, 

it encountered a hornet's nest of a.ctivity to the north of Hill 341 (AT9544l6). 

The resistance consisted of at least two well placed machineguns and a variety 

of other semi-automtic and a.utomatic weapons positions. The en~ also 
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employed mortar fire against Charlie. After maneuvering, Charlie used gunships 

which assisted in relieving the pressure. The company was able to withdraw to 

a position from which co.rtillery and air could be employed. At the time of 

the initial encounter I C Company reported one friendly KIA and three wounded. 

As the situation developed to the advant~ge of the friendly elements, the KIA 

suddenly beca~e alive and returned by the most direct route to the friendly 

lines. 

He was PFC William Demott, the point man for the 2d platoon, who after killing 

one enelI\V soldier and wounding another, pursued the wounde~ NVA soldier along 

a main trail that led to Hill 341. The trail disappeared around a large rock 

formation. When PFC Demott arrived at this location the NVA soldier and two 

other "dinks" opened up with a machinegun. PFC Derott and the second man in 

the" column, PFC Richard Sonmers, absorbed cost of the burst. PFC Demott, 

thinking that ;5ommers was wounded more seriously than he, laid down a covering 
,,' , 

~se of fire~ Tti;s allowed PFC Sommers to withdraw to a safe place to receive 

medical attention, DeDXltt then dropped to the ground; both the company and . ~ , . 
• ! '" • 

th~ NVA a$sULled him to "be dead. To insure that he was, an ~'VA officer fired 
. • t ." . '. I 

athim'wj.th a pi~tol at POint ~l.a;pk range; the bullet merely grazed his fore­

head. In an a:!:-~el'ilp~ ~o rec~v~r tl:l~ \x>dy I Cc..p'tfai+l Vaughn and two volunteers 

began working their w~y to hi~ p~a~tion~ Enrout~1 an NV4 ij91qier rQs¢ frOm his 

concealed position and hurled a grenade,at the rescue partf~ Captain Vaughn 
- . ..' ,~ .' .... '. 

l " . ~: 

was throWn t9 the ground and lay:temPbrarily stuIined ••• q¢~k1y he fireq Pot . ' . . ~';. '. . ,..',. 

his $ssailant and ldlled him. "He continuedop until withirl 2Q" meters 9f'the 
'. '. ." . • ~ - . "> . . . - : " '" ," ~, ..... . . .." . .'. . .:.... . . . 

rem9.iniiig'·anmnmitio~"at "the imeIrw' PO~iti~~~ killing the NVA officer. He 
" , 



turned and screamed, "get back, I'm still alive, I ain't gonna die!" Like 

a streak of lighting he raced through the column and continued to run until 

he was stopped by the company medic located with the re3r platoon. Dewott 

was still alive although he was covered with blood, sweat and dirt. For 

Captain Veughn he was the "prettiest sight we had seen in a long, long time ••• 

We didn I t know wheth er to la. ugh or cry. II 

In the meantime, the report of De:mott's death was joyfully correctedl 

Charlie's assault carried from north to south; the objective was a heavily 

WOoded hill (Hill 341 - AT954416) in the middle of the primary valley pass 

~~ending south from Hardcore in the direction of LZ Ryder. Delta Company 

ewept the previous day I s area of contact with negative results .• The results 
" 

of the' cctiot\< of 21 and 22 February were 6 enemy K~., and 1 weapon Clli. 
~ A 

while U.S. lospes weX'i31.KIA and 8 WIJi.. 

The action on Z3 FebrlJary began slowly. The plan called for a new direction 

of atta~k against the objective (Hill 341) by two companies, A and C, preced~d 

by an e;x:tensive artille;-y preparation. Delta Conpany was to continue searching 
, . . '. ," . 

out- the area, betwe~ Ml.P.ibase Fox and the Ale CornpaI"ly objective. Alpha and 

Charli~ ~mpanies maneu~ereQ to the sou~ an~ then a~tac~ed from east to 

west, wit~ Charlie on the right, All went smoothl¥ ~s the compani~s ~ter~q 

thewOodl~e of the objective .. . , 

ltttpis same time (liLPout 1200 ho:urs);p an arlTlY observa.ti6~ air}:llaJ)e (01) 
" . . ~ . 

.' . ! ...... . '. 

!'J3lacl(: Ace 27tr c:rash J,.ande<?- on the side of the J!lOl.n1tain, J?M 84~~ It jlaQ 

1:>~ep. oQserving fJ~ thG G<Jld~ Dragon Be,tta:J,.ion Co~nde~ and to~ the pelta 
.' ~. " . . 

Compa.nyCotmJ8.nder.. fortUllately,. a visual .. tlf~1I on itlS appro~telocation 
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W!.' furnished by the battalion commander to the Airborne FAC and the 

artiller.v battalion commander Who happened to be visiting the area 'in an OH23 

aircraft. 'lhe aircraft and crew were sighted and within minutes they were 

protected by gmships. 'lhe 2d platoon of Delta Company started for the position. 

Later both crew members were extracted (at the fresh air end of a nylon rope) 

by the Golden Dragon 53, Major James T. Campbell, and taken aboard the utility 

aircraft and deposited some 3 Ion away at the Delta Compa.n;y CP. At that point 

they were transloaded inside the Huey and transported to the brigade CP 

at LZ Baldy. Nobody was injured other than being shaken up a. bit. Later in 

the day the 01 aircraft was recovered by Chinook aircraft. 

Shortly afterwards, Olarlie and Alpha Companies received sniper and sporadic 

mortar fire. lhth elements maneuvered against the enelI\V and -worked their way 

to the viCinity of the topographical crest of the hill. A pre-planned air­

strike was placed on the hill ma;ss (AT957406) about 1 b to the south of the 

objective. At that time, the attacking companies encountered determined 

resistance from prepared bunker positions. When the companies were within 

twenty meters of the trenches and bunkers, the tldinks" blew one long, loud 

blast on a whiatle. lJrmediately, ser;:d-autonatic and autonatic rifle fire 

from the ground positions and from snipers suspended in the trees along the 

woodline struck at the advancing elements of Alpha and Charlie. A second 

l<.'td.stle signal t'i:"E!eeded an 82 JIIll mrtar attack on the rearmost elements 
..... 

of· the a.ttacking companies. Fire and maneuver failed to dislodge the , 

hostile forces. Both elements tried repeatedly to overrun the position; 

Charlie Company appeared to have hit the defensive site head on. At this 
,", .. 

point~ C Company had suffered 3 soldiers KIA and several wounded. As it 

ap~~red.thA~ needless casualties were being taken, both elements withdrew 



tactically, with the peroission of the batta.lion cornma.nder. While this was 

being done, an ilnr.J.ediate airstrike hit the opposite side of the hill and the 

sharp valley position beyond it. 4.2 inch mrtB.r fire was directed at suspected 

mrtar positions throughout the valley with little positive effect. Gunships 

a.nd airstrikes were interspersed with each other as the two elements withdrew. 

Wounded and dead were evacuated by Dustoff and CC aircraft, 'lD'lder cover of the 

airstrikes and gt.m.ship attacks. As the withdrawing elezaents lengthened the 

distance between the objective and themselves, attack aircraft were called 

in on the near side of the hill. The ;,.irborne FAC observed the enecy fleeing 

from the objective along the ridge line trail to the next hill to the south. 

The FAC, USAF J.fajor \iilbur Skaar, used his }oi-16 rifle in an attenpt to 

hold them in pJ.a.ce until the next set of fighters appeared, a scant 05 

min"J.tes la"-:.er. Even though the light was failing (it was now 1815-1845 hours), 

two more. airstrikes hamaered at the objective and the enernu, now exposed 

i..'1 an open area. In the r:lea.'t1tllie, the two mneuver companies had langered 

for the nig.;t, re0eived res\lfJplies, and were in the process of reorganizing 

fer the ne ... 'Ct. day! 5 op~rat.ion. 

Ea.l'l.::"cr "'!len it ms obviollS that a major battle was imminent, Delta Corapany 

w;!.S ord:3:.':'ed to:> a.,sseml:::le and move to a location on the prominent hill 

lDB.ns, fl.'r952h24, to the nort.h of the objective as a blocking/reaction force 

,,:h:'_,.ll c!)uld l'l"-lP?ort by fjre the activity on the objective hill. Plans 

were mc1e for the neri:. dey! ~ h.~.tt,Je to :tnc1,~de airstrikes, artillery preparations, 

m:n·~-.(l.:(· :~:i:ce a:"lj sch·:r:r.e of Jl€.neuver. Highlights were the contingency use 

of i;~) Ill.uii:.i'):l6 , the ue6 vf omd:e to lessen the effect of mortar fire and 

a.t tt:. eri: f:::.~.:rQ a. di..{,!erer.t direction. 
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Most of the afternoon action was observed by Major General S. W ... Koster,. the 

CoJ!lIlllnding GenerD.l of the Americal Division .. who visited the battalion 

cotmander .. 1st Battalion .. 14th Infantry, on Minibase Fox. 

Saturday the 24th of February dawned full of proIilise. Visibility was 

excellent in the target area at 0800. However, at 0830, the weather rapidly 

became unfavorable and the hope for airstrikes had diminished. '!he FJ.C 

reported that the trail (north - south) between Hill 341 and the saddle 

further south had much traffic during the night. '!he weather brightened dur­

ing the period 0930 to 1130, but air support was still tmaw.ilable. EVen 

though the Airborne FAC rer.tained on sw tion hoping for a break, the weather 

progressively 'WOrsened until visibility was % through BENT. '!he battalion 

commander made the decision to attack Hill 341 using the following preparation: 

30 rounds 4.2 CS, followed by continuous 105 m. HE and WP until lift was 

forced by the advancing troops. At the same tiI:le, 105 mtl HE was fired 

from LZ Ryder on the hill in the lOOunta.in pass to the south; this continued 

throughout the day. '!he scheme of r.taneuver was eaordiM.ted with gun-target 

(GT) lineu from Minibase Fox, LZ Hardcore, LZ Polar Bear (USMC Industrial 

Complex) and LZ Ryder. Had the fighter bombers been used .. their heading of 

140 degrees to the target would have been coordinated with the scheme of 

nfllleuver. Special equipment to include gas masks .. K79 CS gas grenades and 

emergency resupply of ammunition was delivered to the troops. Alpha and Olarlie 

Companies IOOved into their attack position approxi.I:Ja.tely .500 meters southrest 

of Hill 341. Delta. Company coved into its supporting position about 600 meters 

to the north of the objective. Alpha and Charlie advanced from southeast to 

northwest under cover of supporting fire into the woodline of the objective. 

Fires were lifted on the objective and shifted to a. possible escape route 
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just south of Hill 341. At the SB.I:le time the 4.2 inch mortar platoon began 

firing at suspected enell\V LDrtar positions. The companies advanced into 

the area of previous contact. For a short, suspenseful time it appeared that 

the enell\V was in retreat. However, such was not the case. Again, e loud 

whistle sotmdedj this time, both companies concentrated their return fire into 

the tree branches. Seven NVA snipers fell dead from the trees ••• both A and 

C CoGpanies began their close in maneuver. The IVA defenders seemed to sense 

that the tide of battle was runninE against theIa; tl«> short blasts on the 

whistle reverberated in the jungle air as 82 Jmil oortar rotmds fell to the front, 

center and rear of the advancing troops. During this close in oaneuver, 

Lieutenant John C. }'fartin, Ii CoBJ>:lnyl s 1st platoon leader distinbuished him­

self under intense fire by personally rescuing two of his wounded soldiers 

who were lying helpless in the bullet swept area; in so doing he was severe.l.y 

wounded in the shoulder. Bleeding profusely, he regrouped and rallied his 

troops for a renewed assault and pressed forward toltllrd Hill 341. He personally 

elir:dn3.ted an enenw sniper in his path. It was dtn"ing this assault thl!t 

Lieutenant Hartin fell mortelly wounded in the chest. 

Besides Lieutenant l't:lrtin who was killed by smell arms, A Company suffered 9 

other c.r.smlties fron mortar fire. At this time, the battalion colIll'It\nder 

called for an orderly withdrawal so that covering artillery fire could be 

employed. Throughout the co.ction, First Lieutenant Willy E. Lehninger! s heavy 

mortar platoon fired against suspected eneqy mortar positions, ap~rently with 

negative results. 

Delta Company remained in position to cover the withdrawal. The companies 

withdrew, bringing their wounded and dead with them. When the hill was 

vace.ted, artillery from LZ Hardcore was brought in on the enenw-. Due to 
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weather conditions, 105 IlI1l ammunition resupply was hampered and strict 

conservation had to be imposed which limited the pressure that could be placed 

on the enemy. However, the companies were able to withdraw to night laager 

rositions, specifical~ selected to prevent enem;y mortar ambushes •. As the 

companies closed their loc<:>.tions, Delta Company's FO adjusted 155 I1Ill artillery 

from the Marine Industrial Complex against Hill 341. Due to the thick fog, 

the adjustl:lent was essentially by sound and a.ccuracy was therefore doubtful. 

Plans were laid for fires throughout the night; however these plans would 

be curtailed by the ammunition resupply problem. The results of the cont~ct on 

23 and 24 Februazy were 8 NVA killed, 1 NVA captured, 4 u.s. killed in action 

and 19 l«)lmdedo 

Conid.darations by the battalion coIJllla.nder on future courses of action included 

the follo,~i.l'.g facts: that attacks had been conducted from three different 

directions on the h:U1, that maneuver room for oore than two companies was 

Ijmited by the narro~rness of the pass (bounded on the east of the objective 

by steep slopes and on the west by a sharp ravine), that six air strikes and . 

lIi'lsdve artilleI"'J oowrerdments had been expended in the target area on the 

previ:lUS dl':lY with no diminution of eneIItV resistance, that the mass of the 

atta~~{ ned baen increased from one company to two mneuver companies, that 

CS had be~~ used jn an effort to soften the resistance, that the terrain 

fa.y-::,,":!d an atta.ck co,,;r.. h:.~l from the south (a direction \ll1favorable without 

a cVT·i;>8.t ass~ult. and dvmt.ful of success by combat assault because of threaten­

ing pO~~fmti~l en~ :positions to the east and south), and that on three 

separr.te oc~asions, unacceptable friendly cas~lties had been taken without 

penetrating the basic defensive complex. Therefore the recommendation to 

brigade was that the following day be devoted primerily to strikes against 
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the objective area. by artillery and air" that the stage be set for both B52 

and A6 strikes (and the targets thereot) and that preS8u:fllr.be~ exerted 

from favorable terrain to the south and/or west. 

On Sunday" 25 February" Alpha and Charlie Companies prepared a comon LZ to 

evacuate their dead and 'WOunded. With this accomplished" an attempt at an 

artillery ambush was 1l8de on Hill 341. ('!be same sequence of events was 

followed as on the two previouS days - preparation by airstrikes and artillery.) 

Delta Company JlX)ved the 1st plr.toon to within small arms range; at about the 

time the grol.IDd attack had occurred previously, the platoon opened fire in 

the hope that the enemy would expose himself and his positions. 1m artillery 

TOT fell on the objective atter approxi.Jn;.tely 5-7 minutes as planned. In . .' 

tP~· meantime, Alpha and Charlie Companies hed depe.rted their LZ and penetrated 

tne jl.IDglc. '!hey moved into ambush positions for the night. The results of 
. ~ '\ 

this tactic could not be determined as time did not allow tor complete exploi-

wtion of the objective. In essence, the day was spent in short JllOvement 

with consideration given to reorganization or ~atever the company co~nders 

felt necessary. 

At about noon time, Helix 52, ltlo had been on a visw:.l reconnaissance mission 

over the battle area for the Golden Dragons, Worned the battalion cOJIllla.nder 

that he had just discovered that he had zero oil pressure, and that he was 

going to orbit lZ Hardcore until he could determine ltlether the difficulty was 

in the instrument or in the 01 Bird fug engine. At the firebase, B Company 

cQlIlQIander was informed of the trouble and instructed to monitor the situation. 

Maj9~ Seyorts~~ qr9~ted un,til he bel~ev~~ tho 41fticulty was with the instru-
'" -; ~ • ~ .J 

ment and then headed for LZ Baldy at a healthy altitude of about 4000 fS'tfitt. 
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'!he battalion cOJm:Ylnder continuad to watch the aircraft with binoculars and 

noticed a sharp swing back toward Hardcore froD about 5 Ion out. Upon asking 

52 if he were in trouble., Major Severtson replied matter of factly "well, live 

just lost an engine" as if he had at least one to spare! He then informed the 

battalion commander that he would land in the valley northeast of Hardcore, 

and if possible would the Golden Dragons please pick him up? In the ~ntime, 

the 53 Air, 52, and Bravo 6 came into action, a!'ranged for a security elel:aent 

to protect the bird, loaded the element (fron. Bravo 2), or "Bo4lber") into an 

availa.ble Huey., and arrived at the downed aircraft. Major Severtson was picked 

up, brought to Hardcore, and later transported by UHl to Baldy. ~ter the 01 

was lifted out by Ol.inook aircraft. After traversing about 4-5 Ion to the north-

east, .50 caliber ground fire hit the 01 as it was swinging underneath the 

CH47, ~usil1f it to drop. Upon impact with the t"TOtmd, a slightly dctt.£cd 

USAF Bird Dog aircraft becare a totel loss. At last inspeotion, troops belieVed 

to be North Vietnamese were in and around the vicinity of the crash. 

Monday 26 February was spent in mneuvering to supp:>rt either effort that 

faced the Golden Dragons, to rennin and continue the offensive against Hill 

341 and surrotmding territory (hopefully with the aid of B52 and A6 strikes) 

or to oove to the Bong Son area. Mop-up actions on the plains area continued., 

~ the vicinity of Hardcore. Br,3.vo Compnny had mde contact with 5 or 6 

enemY wearing khaki uniforms in vicinity of 1.T977"$)1., and Alpha and Charlie 

CoIilpani~~ ooved to COIi1Ii1inding terrain <lppro~tely 1.5 Ion to the north of 

l)el~, CoflPany D remained in place on the criticc.l terrain overlooking the 

ob~ec~ive h~ and the suspected base area to their immediate east. Results \ 

\. 
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of the dayts action were 4. eneJllV killei 1'1' 4.8 inch mortar tiJ.'te called for 

and adjusted by Bravo Q:lIilpany. 

Visits by both Protestal:.t and Catholic Chaplains to Alpha and Charlie Comp!l.nies 

and by the brigade commander to Charlie were accoIil.plished. The brigade cOJ!IIMnder 

informed the Golden Dragon commander that an extension of ten days in the 

present area of operations had been approved; immediate instructions were 

given to hlpha and Charlie Company commanders and to the staff to prepare for 

continuation of the attack. However, at approximately 2000 hours, word was 

received that the extension was cancelled and that the battalion would be 

relieved by the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry on the following mrning, the 

27th of February. lDmediate plans were initiated for PZt's, U's and colI\llllnd 

and control functions. Alpha Company was to roove first to secure the LZ for 

the mcoming units, followed by Charlie, and then by Delta, but only (in 

Deltats case) after relief in place by a company of the incoming battalion. 

Lieutenant Colonel Cull,y, the battalion cOr::lDl9.nder of the 4th B:l.ttalion, 31st 

Infantry and his artillery liaison officer planned to join the Golden Dragon 

battalion contnander on Minibase Fox in order to coordinate the llDvement a.nd 

to arrange for change of responsibility for the AO. The Golden Dragon artillery 

LNO arranged for covering fires from LZ Polar Bear during the relief. 4.2 

inch mrtar fires from l-tinibase Fox would also be employed. The evening of the 

26th and early morning of the 27th of February were filled with last minute 

prepar..:;.ti~ns at LZ Hardcore for the move of 27 February. 

In closing out LZ Hardcore, it was discovered that 40 rounds of 105 ammunition 

had been left for destruction. After a thorough police and when all had 

departed the firebase, a detachment consisting of the battalion cOID@ander, 

53, the engineer platoon leader, deoolition sergeant, and a radio opera.tor 
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set the decolition charges at two separate locations, boarded the URl - CC 

aircrai't, and orbited the fireb2.se at about 30CX> feet to observe the destruction 

of the ammunition. After 7 minutes, one of the charges exploded. After 15 

minutes, the other had not exploded (the fuze was designed for 7-10 minutes 

duration) and the rear detachment reluctantl1'. 'departed the area. The incident 

was reported to brigade and to the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry. The 53 was 

instructed to inspect the area on the following day to determine whether or not 

this charge exploded during the night (it had), as well as to monitor the ex .. 

traction of Delta O:>mpany. In the meantime, Delta Company passed to the 

operatioru:-.l control of the 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry; all other Golden 

Dragon units were lifted to Dragon Rear at LZ Baldy. l-iinibase Fox was taken 

over by the incoming battalion as an OPe Control of the area of operations was 

relinquished by the coDlllaIlding officer of the 1st &!.ttalionl 14th Infantry to 

the co~nding officer of the 4th Battalion, 31st ll'lfantry at ltinibase Fox 

at 1730 hours. 

On 28 Febr~ry, all elements of the Golden Dragons, except the rea.r detachment 

led by the executive officer, had departed LZ Baldy and arrived at LZ English 

to be transported to their new firebase in AO Pershing, LZ Geronimo. The 

rear detachment 'WOuld close the new area on 29 February. 

The inclusive confirmed totals for Golden Dragon action from 3 February 

through 28 Februery were 243 enemy killed, 1 enemy captured, and 43 wealXlns 

(to include one 82 JlID. mrtar) captured or destroyed. '!he battalion suffered 

40 killed and 153 'WOunded during the snme period. 

(Two Jilases of the "Push to the South" are gra.}:nlca.l.l.y .ropresented in figures 

"f" and "g"). 
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XIII 

REMAP..KS ABOUT CONTROL OF COMBAT FO\~ 

A prodigious and awesome resource of combat power is available to the infantry 

battalion in Vietnam. The major problem is to employ this power selectively 

without one striking force interfering with or imparing upon the effectiveness 

of the other. 

The basic decisions of a battalion commander relating to control involve 

answers to the following questionfl: 

a. What should be the scheme of maneuver? 

b. What are priorities of fire (arti11er,y and 4.2)? 

c. Is close air support ne~ded? If so, how should it be used? 

d. Are gmships needed? (On innediate basis) 

If properly Jm.de, the resulting decisions can insure mi.ni.:mt:n:l intorfereru::e 

of various resources with each other in their application against the eneqy. 

Guddelinesfor the battalion commander's consideration in deciding how the 

battalion is to be employed are: 

a. Tha scheme of maneuver which Dust be designed around the gun-target 

lines. 

b. The use of U.S. Air Force close air support which must be designed 

around (1) the scheme of maneuver (location of the ~ecommended bomb/strafing 

flight path in relation to the physical positions of the troops) and (2) the 

physical configuration end location of the target. 

c. Priority of fires - assignments must be m'lde on the basis of the 

best GT lines for the maneuvering element, the ro.nge to the target, the na.ture 
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of the t2.rget. the degree of contact with the eneI:\Y and intep.ation of these 

fires with the possible use of USAF close air or U.S. Army gunship support. 

d. Use of gunships which is generally under the same considerations as 

close air support; their use depends on the proxi.trlty of enemy forces to the 

friendly troops. Experience teaches that gunships can be employed closer and 

!!lOre selectively than air or e.rtillery. However, gunships have been found to be 

less flff0ctive when U8'cd l:-:.tc. in the :.'.fternoon.. Artillery is then a much better 

choice if any latitude is allowed due to the capability to continue operation 

into the night. 

The execution and control of the above must be decentralized yet responsive 
" 

.~ .. 

to the b:l.ttalion co:mr:nander.. Once broadly defined, the scheme of maneuver is in 

the province of the compa.ny comnander1if. It is executed by the company conm~mders 

with visual or other checks by the battalion collJIllender to insure that directions 

are ~intained and that reported ground locations are accurate. Once determined, 

priority of fires and their employment can be the rasponsibility of the 

artillery liaison officer, provided he is with or in close contact with the 

battalion comcander so th~t the effort is coordinated.. Close air support 

must be controlled by the h.irborne FAC; however certain assistance is required 

from the ground coJ'llnQ.nder. The FAC must know the location of friendly troops, 

GT lines of artillery in the area, and the nature of the t.c:rget. This infor­

nation is available from two sources: the coop9.ny cOJIl[J8.Ilder(s) in conto.ct 

and the 'OCttalion co~nder. '!he FAC must be able to receive timely inputs 

from both. Gunships must be controlled at one echelon lower; the lead aircraft 

must receive his information from the platoon leader or company co~nder in 

contact .... at times however, the bltta.lion co~nder can supply supple-..uentary 

infonn;:>. tion. 
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It is recognized that the preoccup;1.tion ot GT lines in relation to scheme 01 _ 

maneuver will be criti ~ized by artillery purists. Actually, on the two 

occasions which the Golden Dragons suffered casualties from friendly artillery 

fire, only one resulted from a""Ohort" on the GT line and then the troops were 

about 3 km from the target. However, on other occasions, discoverie~ of 

shorts on H&I fires, althou& 11"t. endangering troe;s, added to the conviction 

tha t only on emerg€;.:cy conditiuns would artillery be ~o.ployed when the troops 

.. Tere on the gun-target line.. From a conceptual standpoint, this rationale is 

basad on the fact that of all th'3 problems confronting the battalion during the 
\ 
\ 

rcpOl";;'ing period, by far the most troublesome was the loss of confidence by 

the troops in artillery. In spite of a vigorous cO:r:rJand program to restore 

and maintain the necessary confidence, rex:a:1ZID1:.e of doubt are still with 

the unit. 

The standard ajd for command and control is the use of the CC aircraft; 

however, in and around Hardcore sufficient ground OP's were available. 

Considerations of non-permissiveness for RWaircraft, and advantages of stability 

for observation and the excellent fields of observation influenced the be.ttalion 

cO:lIl:iilnder in the decision to use ground OP's for control of the battles. The 

entire 1..0 was visible from three OPt s: one at Hardcore (AT975500), one to the 

northeast of Hardcore (i\T989509) on the same ridge line, and one to the south:. 

on the prominent hill (AT'iS£-.:+69) between CrQcod::.le and Scorpion Lakes. In 

SODe cases it litt!.s advisible to use the CC aircraft in conjunction with the 

OP; in those cases the artillery LNO and a member of 52/53 section or the \ 

battalion coLJ:il8.nder used the CC aircraft. However, the most valuable visual 

reconnaissance of the area was accomplished by the "professionals", specifi~lly 

and foreIiX>st by the airborne U.S. Air Force FAC and to a less effective \ 
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degree, by wt-ioUs observel"s abo"..rd U.S. Arr;'ff observation aircrai't (01). 

During critietll periods, this type of observation was readily available. It 

provided an extension of the ground OP which was transferable ',to the battalion 
. ~ ~~'" 

cOJmal1der (who also lmew lithe lay of the land" from both a gr~~p. and air 

viewpoint). Both these agencies observed artillery and mortar f~ings and made 

timely and accurate corrections. At the direction of the battal~on co~nder, 

the Airborne FJ..C also successfully controlled U.S .. Army gunships on m::'.ny 

occasions. 

The problem of coordination of the aforementioned co~t power is complex. 

As an exaople, the scheme of mneuver, the fireplan, C'.nd the use of tactical 

air and gunships in the oo.ttles for Hill 341 involved use of artillery from 

three locations and 4.2 inch rortars from Minibase Fox. Another coorcii.n2.tion 

problem is the inadvertent overflight of the battle crea by itiner~t aircraft, 

to include those used b.Y higher co~ders, for which necessary artillery and 

IOOrtar fire must be suspended. An exarn:i.netion of the scheme of nanewer in \ 

relation to the GT lines and proposed flight paths displayed in figure "h" 
" 

will give the reader an appreciation of this problem. No method other than 
\ 

the use of an appropriate ground OP is believed capable of responsive control " 
\ 
\ 

of a sitUll.tion such as this. In many cases, artillery and moru.r fires could, 

be continued while airstrikes were in progress; in some cases during airstrikes 

on targets 2 & 3, resupply and medevac missions were accomplished under airstrike 

cover without the least degree of :interference. In other cases, lihen artillery' 

and mortar supporting fires were forced to lift because of the flight path of 

the fighters, coordination between the battalion commander, the FAC, and the 

artillery liaison officer minimized the time that the artillery was prevented 

from firing. 
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It must be emphasized that the various staff functions remained critical and 

active throughout the entire period. The 53 was the ttday or days ahead" uan 

and the principal coordinator of all staff functions. As required, he supplied 

air observers and control officers for the CC aircraft. On occasions, when 

t'WO or mre separate battles were conducted simultaneously, he controlled 

those battles which could not be observed from the battalion commander's OP, 

by the use of a different OP or by use of the CC aircraft. He obta.ined resources~ 

such as aircraft, as needed by the battalion or c0Dp8.Ily cOJIllBnders. He initiated' , 

requests for specific critical materials - such as gas masks, CS gas rounds 

a.nd grenades. He concerned himself with the details of air lOOvement and the 

dismantling nnd destruction of Hardcore. The 52, also working a.s the right arm 

of the 53 - operated in much the same manner. The 54, 51 and executive officer 

performed their functions satisfactorily by extended, frequent staff visits to 

the firebase and the battalion OPe 

It is absolutely necessary during periods of intense activity such a.s the battles 

around Hardcore that one individual heve control and an overview of the 

critical activities. This individml ~ be the battalion commender. He 

alone is responsible to command and otherwise manage the variety of resources 

at his disposal. He can be assisted by one other officer of his operational 

staff a.t the point of control, in this case, the bc.ttalion OPe l.fore assistance 

is not required and in fact may be counter-productive. Decisions must be 

timely - in U!.ny cases instantaneous - or the target will disappear, and the 

opportunity for striking it with optimum weaponry may also vanish. This requires 

that the battalion conmander personally lIDnitor and use the conmuniCc1.tions 

means available to him. It requires that communications procedures pe abbrevi­

eted; information must be p!l.ssed immediately, e.g., to the FAC between passes 
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a.t the target; this information is a'V2:UAblc from the battalion conmmder and 

the conta.ct eompany eommaner (who my be :receiving inpv.ts from his platoon 

leaders and squad leaders) - theretor-e radio transmissions must be orga.nized 

p~operly for ac~1shmeht ot this tA!k~ There is no opportunity for the 

luxury of a "go between" in the foro of a radio operator. Voice recognition -

teamwork - logical sequential transmissions -- are of paramount importance. 

'!be battalion used the air/ground net for contact with all air b.ctivity in the 

battle area -- at times priority use of the net was dictated by the conduct ot 

an airstrike -- however, by m::mitoring the net, other aircraft in the e.rea 

could govern their activities accordingly. It was necessary, for example, for 

the resupply aircraft to check in with the battalion OP in order to prevent 

their flights from i..'1terfering with the tacticr..l situation, and to advise 

them of ''hot'' areas in the inmediate vicinity. '!be OP was in effect a tactical, 

"control tower" for aircraft in the AO •. 

The organization of the command group ~t the OP consisted of the following 

personnel and equi}Eent: 

a. Personnel: 

(1) Battalion commander 

(2) 521 or operations stat~ officer (only during critical periods) 

(3) Artillery LNO or Forward Observer frOLl the firebase security compc'I\V 

(4) Radio Operator (two during critical periods) 

b. Equipment: 

(1) 4 radios (AM/PRe 25) used as follows: 

(a) Battalion cOIilllB.nd net 

(b) &ttalion fire control net (used by hrtillery LNO) 
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(~) 1 utility - used principally on air/ground net 

(d) 1 utility - used principally to monitor the company net of the 

cJ~~ny or co~nie8 in contact. 

Note: as the "record" transmissions were :made through the battalion operations 

center, no recuirement existed for monitoring of the other nets at the OP; the 

utility radios could be used at will to enter the brigade net, adjacent b:"'.ttelion 

nets, and other nets as required, in addition to the principal usages noted 

above. 

(2) One periscope, observation (B.C. Scope) 

(3) 2 sets binoculars; one 6X30, one 7X50 

(4) One starlight scope 

(5) One TA3l2 telephone (on firebase only) 

Mention should also ~ made of the associated equiJl!lent that otten was used 

in conjunction With the OP. This was the 106 Imll recoilless rine, the . ' . . 
Xenon searchliet\t, and the 4.2 inch mortar. These are mentioned due to their 

responsiveness ~nd opport~tiies for usage due to that factor. 

On occasion, all three OP I S were manned simultaneously. Except for the 

contact of 9-10 FebrU:: .... ry, when it was mnned by the battalion co:n:mender, the 
./ 

northern OF was lIBnned by the cOmp9.Dy coIlllIltmder, Company B. Often, the ~ 

opportunity presented itself during activities of ~17 February for coneurre~ 

observations of the same area from both the northern OP end the firebese OPe 
I 

Such coordination enhanced the accuracy of artillery/I!'IOrtar fire, &nd aSSisted\' 

'\ 
in the control of airstrikes. \ 

\ 

\ 
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IX 

REMARKS i.roUT ClOSE AIRSTRlKES 

During the period 3 February to 26 FebrUD.ry, 89 airstrikes of varying 

ordnance were employed b,y the Golden Dragons. During that period, one ARC 

LIGHT was recommended, but not a.ccepted. Another ARC LIGHT was employed 

p9.rtly in the AO but not against a principal target of the battalion; in 

addition, numerous combat sky-spot strikes were used. 'lhroughout the entire 

operation the closest cooperation and highest technical and tactical expertise 

were evidenced b,y the Airborne Forward Air Controllers assigned to the parent 

brigede of the Golden Dragons. For the IOOst part, the targets were "live" 

as developed b,y the mneuver elements of the battalion, or in part developed 

. by the maneuver elements in conjunction with intelligence reports from higher 

headquarters.. Targets also resulted from the sightings of air observers and 

visual observation from the battalion OP, usually in conjunction with mneuver 

by the companies~ In general, the accurac.y achieved by the fighter aircraft 

was satisfactory.. The re.sponse title generally fell between five and thirty 

minutes for irmIediates. Most preplanned strikes were readjusted to rore 

precise and timely locations 30 minutes prior to the strike through direct 

coordination with the Airborne FAC. This flexibility allowed the battalion 

commander to influence the ground confuat by timely strikes that would contribu~ 

directly to the mission accomplishment of the IIaneuver elements. 31ch action 

was necessary since preplanned strike requests required 48 hours notice in 

advance of the desired time on target. 

As mentioned earlier for strikes in close proximity of troops (i.e. within 2-3 

kIll), it is necessary for both the batwlion cOliJll!!.nder and the company eonmander 

to be in radio conversation with the FAC. Target and friendly identifications 

and necessary corrections between passes must be t.ra.nsr.dttad expeditiously .. 
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Also I possible shifts in ordnance impact may be required during the course 

of the strike - for example - for new targets uncovered b.Y the strike such as 

automatic weapons positions. 

It is necessary for the battalion comatnder to suggest, or ~se approVe 
~," ~ 

and understand the night path of the fighters. Overnight of the troops 

must be avoided. The flight path should not interfere with artillery in 

other parts of the 1..0. If properly planned other tactical ma.neuvering my 

be accaoplished While the airstrikes are in progress. On several occasions, 

both medevac and resupply helicopter missions were conducted for the companies 

in contact on landing zones within 1 km of the ongoing airstrikes. '!hese ar~as 

were no:rnally "hotJ'. On such occasions no ground to a.ir fire WC.s encountered. 

This is attributed largely to the airstrikes and partially to the selection of 

flight paths and LZ's. 

Generally outstanding a.ccuracy was achieved by high drag bombs. Outstanding 

results were obtained also with CBU attacks and, in general, stre.fing r1.IDS "-

also were accur~tely·placed. The A-37 1s were enployed t~ce during the 

operational period; in both instances their perfol"'m'lIlce was outstanding, 
-'. 

" 

both in accuracy and flight characteristics. The A-37 t s were able to turn -'." 
quicker and. more precisely into target r1.IDS than heavier fighter aircraft. 

One of the most successful air attacks was conducted against an enemy which had" 

been flushed oUt of wooded village areas by the ma.neuver of two companies. 
',,­

About 40 of the eneqy were observed hiding in spider holes along the riverbank 
, 

"-

(i.T966531) north of Hardcore. Mort.c.r and artillery were called in anq ~tterwards{ 

two prepla.nned airstrikes were diverted from other targets in the batta~ 
.,' 

1.0. Two additional immediate airstrikes were also utilized. The fight.er rUil:s 
'. 
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and attacks were precise: CBU's were dropped and napalm was used in addition 

to high drag bombs. Unfortunately, the closest ma.neuver company was in 

contact 1.5 km away (their target was too close tor air support - gunships 

were used as well as artillery) and -.s unable to fight its way to the strike 

area in time to exploit it that same day. The assesment by FAC included 22 

confirmed killed by air. The next day, the company attacked the enemy positions 

against light sniper resistance and 13 enem;y killed by air/artillery were found. 

Numerous drag trails were discovered leading across the river. 

The importance of timely and accurate air support to an infantry cOJll:l¥\nder 

cannot be overemphasized. When confronting numerous trained, highly dis­

ciplined NVA and hard core VC units with a tested and considerable aat!a1rcrctt." " 

"" capability, air support becomes a significant contributing factor in mainiaining 

an offensive posture in the AO. It is believed that the selective eMployment 

of available air power was a principal determining fa.ctor in the favora.ble 

balance of power maintained in the Golden Dragon AO. Even 'When three cOlJpanies 

were in heavy contact and the fourth soon to be, never was it necessary to re­

organize the battalion into an overall defensive posture. (It must be unde~. 

stood that at the time of the aforementioned activity, the battalion was given 

operational control of two additional rifle companies which were coIlElitted, 

but not in heavy contact at that moment). 

The last airstrike in the area of operations during the Golden Dragon tenure, 

lmf'ortunately, had a regrettable outcome. On the third or fourth pass, the 

fighter pilot turned too close to the target, (not following the suggested 

fli@lt pa.th), and aCCidentally punched out the 500 pound Mark 82 bomb short 

of the target. The bomb exploded twenty meters from the Delta Compe.ny CP. 
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Qne an _s killed and six were slight17 injured. 

The bomb damage assessment by the compall1' commander on the gro\D'ld (who himself 

was located about a:> meters from the impact) was critical of the effectiveness 

af the ordnance. Even though the bomb is designed to be anti-structural, 

JOOre anti-personnel effects should be designed into it. '!here were 25 personnel 

within a 50 Deter radius of the point of impact. Of these~ in addition to 

the casualties mentioned above, 10 others were knocked to the ground by the 

concussion. No other adverse effects were observed. It is eJIqilasized that. 

these personnel were in positions having no overhead cover, and for the most 

part, took advantage only of the natural cover of the area. 

I 

Another adverse effect of a "short" is the deterioration of confidence in a1f 
, 

support. This must be countered by a. vigorous positive attitude OD. tho t-art of 

the ~roUD.d co;..;umder. 
r 
t , 

It i. emphasized strongly that in DO way do.s the above described accident ( 
\ 

affect the policy of the battalion in its use of airpower, except to tmder- i 
score the checks and balances available to ground conmanders in the control 4f 

t 
airstrikes. In all fairness, it must be r:lentioned also that the Airborne FAq 

'~ 

controlling the strike was from e. sister brigade. This also may have contri~\~~ 

\ 

to a slight degree in the incident, although the FAC did have conmunication \ '. '\ 
\ " 

with the battalion cOJDIJ:ander. and had correct17 identified the tc!.rget and the \. '{ 

friendly locations, and received the battalion cOI!:llllnderts recoll'l!lendation for 

flight path (which did not include overnight of troops). 
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X 

REMARKS AOOUT THE USE OF U.s. ARMY HELICOPTERS AND 0'1'HER LIGHT 

AIRCRAFr IN A RlN-PmlilSSlVE ENVIRONHENT 

Beginning with the ooml::la.t assault establishing LZ Hardcore on 3 February, 

the entire area was "non-permissive1t to helicopters and light aircraft due to 

the presence of 12.7 antiaircraft fire, .30 cal automatic weapons and sniper 

fire. On the day of the combat assault one g\Ulship was downed and several 

other UHl's received hits and were rendered non-fiyablej one CH47 _s struck 

causing a fire which forttme.tely ws.s extinguished by a cre'WJ'.ila,n. Of the 11 troop 

carrying aircraft, 6 were rendered inoperative by eneD\Y tire. 

On 7 February, the battalion mc aircratt was shot down in the A Cornpa.,ny area. 

'!be a.ircraft coumander of the mc aircraft was killed and one other crew member 

ltOunded. A Dustof'f aircraft entered the sam area about an hour later (when'. 

the area was consideredl sec\n"e) and was also shot down. 
, 

On 9 February, while operating in support of a Dustotf mission for B and D 

Companies, a. gunship was hit b,y autonatic weapons fire from the plains a.rea "-

to the north of the battalion OPe '!he pilot fought the aircraft to the ground, 

but crashed. I.mmedia tely his wingman covered him, and eventualJ.y picked up all 

crew.members, none seriously hurt. Also, during the Sage da\v's activities, 

another gunship was damaged to the extent it had to set do'Wl'l at Hardcore. 

'!be <ia.mged gunship was evacuated on the fo11ow.ing day. 

On 13 February, an 0023 from the Brigade Aviation Section was downed by 

automatic 'Weapons fire while :flying an aerial fire support mission for AlJita 

CompatlT., operatirl€; to the northwest of Hardcore at the time. The cr_ )AS 
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rescued and the aircraft secured by Charlie CoIDp!UV, which happened to be 

about 800 meters trom the crash ai te. The aircraft 'WB.S later recovered. 

Ii. troop carrying UHl 'Was hit by autoDBtic weapons tire on 18 Februar,y while 

participating in the combat assault ot Clarlie Compa.n.y trom their operating 

location to the north ot Hardcore to a LZ near Alpha Compe.ny in the vicinity ot 

Minibase Fox. When hit, the aircraft was gaining altitude after leaving the 

pickup zone. It was believed that the pilot wa.s \\II:)\mded or killed; the air­

craft lost altitude, rapidly went out ot control, crashed and burned. J..ll 

the crew and troops aboard were killed. The aircraft was a total loss. 

Later, on 22 Februa.ry, a Dustotf aircraft, while trying to insert a jtmgle 

penetrator to Alpha Company at a location south-southeast of Minibase Fox, 

wa.s struck by autonatic weap<Jns fire and forced to land about 2.5 km away., 

The area was near DeltA CoJllPE1llY' and they secured the aircraft. A coa.panion 

Dustoff aircraft rescued the crew. The engine of the UH1 was damaged by the 

AW fire, however, the aircra.ft was evacuated without incident. 

On Z3 February, lilile operating on a visual reconnaissance mission for the 

battalion comnander and for the D Comj:any conmander, a U.S. Arr:13 observation 

"Bird dog" aircra.ft crashlanded on the side of the large rootmtain to the southeo.st 

of Minibase Fox. Fortunately the plane was observed by the battalion conmander , 

from the battalion OP as it went down. It was located on the ground by OH23 

and Air Force 01 aircraft and eventually the crew was rescueEl by the battalion 

utility aircraft under the control of the S3. 

The crew was slung out one at a time by nylon rope and deposited in the 

B_ Company area after a fresh air ride of about 3.5 km. The aircraft was 

recovered. 
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later, on 25 February, a U.S. i,.ir Force aircraft (01), piloted by Uajor 

Severtson (Helix 52) was sutfering apparent oU pressure loss. ~jor Severtson 

believed it could possibly be instrument trouble and after orbiting Hardcore for 

an appropriate time, depe.rted for LZ Baldy. About 5 len out, the ellbine 

broke down. Air progress was observed at all times by personnel at the b!l.ttalion 

CP, and by observers at Hardcore. He glided back, crash lAnded on the valley 

f1.oor northeast of Hardcore, and 'WaS rescued shortly thereafter by UHl. 'Ihe 01 

'Was later picked up by CH47 aircrO,ft, but enroute to Da Nang it wns engaged 

by .50 cal ground/air fire. Either the Bird Dog aircraft or its ms.rking 

rockets were struck by grotmd fire; in any event the load dropped to the 

gromd and was demolished. 

The V&lley floor and plains area surrounding Hardcor6 contained. m;l.ny dispersed 

nutomatic weapons positions of the circular type, with a platform i."l the center 

of the circle. It was obvious that the area with numerous alternate and 

supplementary positions was organized for ground to air fire. 'Ihe positions 

allowed for enem;,y flexibUi ty in mnning and prevented total destruction of 

positions due to the difficulty in finding them. Also, much of the automtic 
'. 

weapons fire was from AK type weaponry which needed. no fixed positions from 

which to fire. Host of the aircraft were hit whUe ma.neuvering at slow speeds 

either in and around landing zones, or while mking low firing passes. 

None were hit IJOtIIld.J.3' enough to ce.use loss of control at altitudes of 1500 ~ 

2000 feet or during "low level" night except those assosiated with LZ's or' "'-

tiring passes. 

It is believed that the use of smoke to mrk landing zones assisted the 

enemy in selecting firing positions and in organizing antiaircraft detense. 
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Additionally, the eneD\Y hit LZ's with mortar fire, causing personnel casualties 

(but no aircraft losses). As a countermeasure, all aircraft were required to 

check into the battalion air/ground net when operating in the area of the 

oammitted companies. The battalion OP operated as an air control element 

and gave instructions to pilots as to safe approaches and "hot lt areas. The 

control was then passed to the company being serviced; smoke was not used. 

Activities (resupply and medevac) were planned under cover of some other fire 

whenever possible -- either artillery, close air support, or protective 

direct fire from the ground elements. Among the obstacles to be overcome was 

the inherent desire of the pilots to ny at altitudes of l500-2OJO feet which 

either shut orf the protective artillery or advertised their presence in the 

area. Tree top flying in the operational area was encouraged. The operational 

use of the helicopters was further complicated by the roountainous terrain 

in the south and the excellent observation available (weather permitting) 

to the eneIl\V'. 

Gunships were employed extensively in situations where contact was too close: 

for artillery or close air support. The control ""as decentralized to company 

commanders and pIa toon leaders. The gunships entered the company cOll1llilnd 
\ 

net. This is the only satisfactory solution, although in the heat of battle the 

company net is already overcrowded. However, no other method of control is 

satisfactory. On occasion, colored snPke was used to mark friendly front 

lines while another color (red) located the eneIl\V'. 

Gunships were often rotated with airstrikes against important targets. On 

these occasions, with the approval of the battalion commander, the gunships 

were controlled by the Airborne FAC, usually on the battalion air/ground 

net or on the FAC organic net. On one occasion, an occupied enemy cave guarded 
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by a wooden structure was discovered by the Idrbome FAC. The complex. was 

loated on the near perpendicular face (1t.T981438) of the large lilOuntain 

(BM 848) to the southeast of Niniba.se Fox. The complex was Visible to the 

ba.tt<-:-.1ion OP. A destruction mission was fired by S inch howitzers loated 

at the Y.arine base £"t An Hoa Jl and adjusteq by the FJ..C and personnel at the OPe 

With the destruction mission complete Jl Army gunship fire was directed at the 

terget by the Airborne FAC. The structure was destroyed. The complex burned 

all tl"ro'll[hout the :!tttornoon, ~ll nirht, .. m! intc. the following DW:>rning. 

It is imperative that the gunships be briefed thoroughly on the area of 

contact as well as the immediate tactical situation calling for the support. 

Ideally, this should be accomplished on the ground by the conmander(s) 

concerned. However due to the immedia.te nature of the required support, in 

DlC\lW cases, only a hasty brief in the air was possible -- this by the 

company commander concerned. When possible, the battalion commander briefed 

\ 
\ 

\ 

the incoming pilots in the air from the bettalion OPe This assisted the 

''h().nd-off" to the company comma.nder. In all cases, the battalion colIllI8nder JIl)n~ 

itored tHe..net on which the gunships were operating and was able to infiuence 

gunship action (in particular where alternate targets appeared) C'.nd advise 

lead aircraft of friendly locations other than the unit being supported. 

When "non-permissive II conditions are present, ground c~nders must readily 

adjust with the situation. Except in the roost critical cases, casualties 

must be held on the ground until a location is sufficiently secured for 

heliborne medical evacuation. Evacuation of the dead must often be deferred. 

Conservation of food and anlIIl1m.ition nny be necessary. When used to direct 

aircraft, smoke should be calOOuflaged; however, other means should be devised. 
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Special radio control nets must be used. Gromd observers at the battalion 

OP to keep tra~ of aircraft in the AO are also necessary - both for the welfare 

of the aircratt. cr. should they suddenly be in trouble and for the efficienoy 

of the operatiQft. In the event an aircraft is downed but recoverable, sufficient 

troops should be employed to secure the aircraft.. This presents a difficult 

choice for the commander -- which must be resolved in accordance with the 

tactical situation. NeVertheless I this additional mission 1!Ji3.y be inserted 

instantaneously ihto a hot tactical situation and commanders must learn to 

cope with it. 

In order for the reader to appreciate the degree ot "non-petmissiveness" of 

the area of operations to light aircraft, it is emphasized that the ten 

incidents related here are only those that resulted in total destruction of 

the aircraft or its evacuation from the area of opet'ations "t- external means. 

At times hits were registered on aircraft, but on mre numertus occasions, 

aircraft were fired upon without noticeable effect.' However, it is also 

emphasized that only on one occasion ~s aircraft support insufficient to 

the degree that battalion operations were negatively arfected~ This occurred 

on 24 February as a result of poor weather, not enemy action. 

XI 

REMARKS ABOUT THE USE OF CS 

The infantry battalion cOI!l.llander needs an nace in the hole" fq,r unusual 

circUIJI.Stances when conventional appliea tion of colibat power seems to fail. 

On four separate occasions during the battles arormd Hardcore, CS was used 

for this purJ:ose. At best, results were not oonclusive. '!he jroblem lies 
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in the method of delivery and in the persistency of the gas. Ii. happy solution 

seems to be the 4.2 mrtar as a delivery weapon. Approxin:ately 20) rounds of 

experimental CS anmnmition were made available to the battalion during the 

action around Hardcore; also, t'WO "bombs" of the 50 lb type were avail...;.ble. 

Two bombs were unfortunately dropped somewhat "'ff target by mn. aircraft on 

the objective of the two company attack. of 10 February. However, about 150 

rounds of 4.2 CS ~ition were expended and exploded on target. ~t the 

same time, the target was covered by 105 JIDIl hontzer fire. '!he concept 

called for the distribution o'f the gas over the entire area interspersed with 

HE shells delivered by the artillery. The results were not conclusive; the 

objective was occupied by approximately two companies of well trained NVA sol-

diers the day before and could not be taken by two companies of U.S~. infantry 

sl~ported by close air, gunships and artillery. It was taken on the second 

day without significant resistance. It is impossible to determine whether 

or not the CS preparation was irtstrumental in driving the enemy from the 

objective or whether additional en~ casualties were suffered due to its 

use. 

The most lucrative situation for the use of CS as an "ace in the hole" 

appears to be during a stiff fire fight when the element of surprise will 

work a.dvantageously for friendly elements. Such a situation presented itself 

on 11 Febrtnry during the one company attack on the village of An Tam 2 

(itT955508) to the west of Hardcore. The situntion was that a rifle company 

in an attempt to overrun a fortified village had been driven back by heavy 

autom?tic and semi-auton:atic rifle fire. The company was compelled to 

abandon one dead comrade anc;i a nachine gun in the village. The comp~ny 
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commander regrouped his forces for a second attack. Unfortunately, due to the 

scarcity of the experimental arrmunition, the 4.2 platoon had only 3 romds 

available. These were fired, but no appreciable results were noted. '!he 

company failed in the attempt to penetrate the en~ defenses the second 

time; a two company attack: was successful the following day. 

CS was employed a third time on 14 February as a preliminary to an airstrike 

which caught at least 40 observed ene~ sniper holes near a river bank (AT96653l) 

to the north of Hardcore. C Company attacked at first light the next day to 

exploit the strike. The position was well defended as C CoI:lJ:.8JlY received 

smi:per fire upon initiation of the attack. However, when it 'Was overrm 13 

bodies were found with numerous drag trails leading across the river. It 

could not be determined with certainty whether CS was the proxiIr.late cause of 

the evacuation of the position or the contributory cause or any of the enenw 

ca:.ualties. '!he mode of dispersing (4.2 IOOrtar rounds interspersed with lOS 

nIL artillery) 'Was sim:il.ar and followed by air strikes • 

O~. t.he fourth and final occasion, the Golden Dragons employed CS in the 3d 

attd.ck on Hill 341. Unfortunately, very few rounds burst on target. '!he 

hill was not taken. Both attacking companies incurred unacceptable casualties. 

The use of CS was again inconclusive in its results. 

It is the opinion of the battalion commander tha.t the delivery means is 

correct. The 4.2 mortar iJt an "ace in the hole" weapon at battalion level 

due to its flexibility, responsiveness, accuracy and available mass of fire 

power. However, the same accuracy as commonly experienced with HE or WP 

aumlBlition was not experienced with the CS round. The WP round was used to 

register for the CS preparation in order to ~heck wind drift and target 
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coverage. However, difficulty was experienced in the subsequent TOTS due 

mainly to fuze timing problems. In general the problem was that the rounds 

exploded early and therefore did not reach the objective area effectively. 

Also, although in the first attempt at its usage sufficient rounds were 

placed accurately on the objective, minutes later, advancing troops did not 

need gas masks to operate :in the area. Therefore, the experimental rounds 

seem to lack sufC_cient persistency. It is believed that if' the fuze timing 

(and concurrently the adjustment problem) and the persistency of the round 

are improved, that the terminal effects will natch the capabilities of the 

delivery weapon and the weapons system will be effective in surprise actions 

for the infantry battalion. 

XlI 

REMIlRKS AOOUT THE lQUBASE COHeEPI' 

IIi offensive situations, the infantry battaiion commander in Vietnam must 

cc!'r~intally evaluate the forces involved in support activities ~e. vis 

t.':e ntmtber of troops employed directly against the eneD\1 ff He must consider 

the requirement for immediate indirect fire support and the quantity of 

support availAble. 'TIle extensive time required tor lOS nm rounds on the target 

as co~red to 4.2 inch rounds and the increase :in volume of fire e.vailable 

"' 

argues for the continuous use of the hee.vy mortar pl.c"ltoon in battalion " 

operations. It is considered necessary to release at least two mortars or 

the entire platoon as the situation dictates -- if the attacking companies 

Q,re operat:ing outside the 4.2 inch mortar fan from the firebase position. 

\ 
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This also adds to the available choice of GT lines which must be evaluated 

in formulating schemes of maneuver, fire plans, close air support plans and 

helicopter support plans. 

\ 
In the push to the south of Hardcore the Golden Dragohs employed a minibase 

I 

as the battalion observation post conaisting of two 4.2 inch mrtars, one 

ground mounted 106 recoilless rifle and the battalion reconnaisssnce pl~toon. 

The minibe.se was emplaced entirely by UHl aircraft, although later some 

ammunition resupply was accomplished by CH47 aircraft. 

It is believed that the m:ini base cnncopt enhR.nces t.he distribution of combat. 
i 

power for the atta.cking companies where it is required m::>st. In the case of 

Minibase Fox, the added combat power forward was achieved at the expense of,i 

(a) limiting the activities of the reconnaissance platoon to the area of the: 

minibase; however, some of the functions of the reconnaissance platoon are t~ 
'I 

furnish the eyes and ears of the battalion (which it did) and (b) by reducint 
\ 

the :'trepower available from the firebe.se by two roortars c.nd ,(due to the location 

of 3 rifle companies outside the 4.2 inch m::>rtar firef~f1)' the r~uirel!ltmt. 
j 

Security of the ~~-for 4.2 inch support from the firebase was also reduced. 

base was enhanced b,y its selection on difficult, commanding terr~in with 

outstanding 360 degree observation and by the offensive posture of three 

rifle companies opereting within a 4000 meter radius to the south of the 

minibase. The 106 nm recoilless rifle (ground lOOunted) provided direct 

fire protection for the minibase within the deadspace of the 4.2 inch oortar 

caused by its minimum range cha.racteristic and provided a direct fire C2:pibility 

for targets of opportunity. 

It is the concern of the Golden Dragon battalion oo~nder that an optimum 
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balanc~ otc~t power be available tor applic:a.tionvaca'-nst the enelq at all 
. . 

tille, and tha.t this combet power 'be responsive to the coneAftcier. Eapeciall1 

~en operating in torce against e. (\eterm1ned en,., aU availaBle firepower 

must be available for huned1ate \lOe. To d.o this Mum operat1n8 in a large AO, 

it is necessa17 either to move in., firebal' or ado~t a ~ru.tion fJi the m:1n1-

base prmeip],.e. To move the tire~,e is unocenom1cal and impractical; to 

use a Glinj,.ba,se provides & rea.sone.ble and workable :solution. The combi,nt.tion 

of ba~~l;on OP and th~ minibase also .olves the security problem for the combat 
\ 
\ 

station of the battalion 'co~nder and.hi. eonma.nd group. \ 

XIII 

CONCIJJSION 

In 26 days of continuous, intensive combat, tbe Golden Dragons cleared the 

plains area to the northeast and west of Hardcore, and struck deep into the 

North Vietnacese Army's 2d Division basecamp strol2ghold in tbe mountain. Bouth 

of Hardcore. These 26 days of co'lDlter-offensive action (3 Februa.ry ... Z7 Feb­

ruary) came at a critical time in the eneJl\V' 'rET otfensive operations. It ~ 

the considered opinion of the battalion coJiJDB.nder that the GoldErn DragoM 

devastad the eneII\V with !Dre far reaehing etfect than. eontirlla.tion of 243 

enemy KJA and 43 weapons CIA indicated. Due to the JIelusive application of 

eombat,·power in the form .ot"a1.r.a.tr1kes, artillOl7, ttnd.~ipcs in . ..c:ombinatiDn .• 

with the organic tirepcn-rer and· ... .neuver ,of .the battalion aeainot poo1tively 

identified targets ~ a bonus punishment was. ·1ntlictod on tho enenv which 

i:t ·difficult_and- indeed imposaible to quant1t1 •... -It... c:o~_ boo as _ hilh.~!~J..s.--· 

as 2 or .)..·-professional..judgment dictatel th1a opinion - bowewr, no .. one \ 

~ ..... 
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will ever know for certain. What is certain is that the Golden Dragons, 

through courage and audacity at the foot soldier level, ~ intelligent use 

of supporting weaponry, and by perserverence and sacrifice of all concerned 

dealt a telling blow on the enemy. 

kli;(:Jk 
GEORGE L. BALL 
LTC, Infantry 
CoJJlJll9.nding 
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