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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDDC-OP 2 February 1968
SUBJECP:

1, Name of Operation: Battle of PHU NHIEU.

Combat Opcrations after action Report

PR

g 2, Date of Operation: 1708CUH tc 1718ULH January 1968.

' 3. Location: PHU NHIEU (1) Hamlit, Quan 3inh Son District, Quang lNgai
E Province, RVN.
4 & 4. Cormand and Control Headquarters:

e. 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry, This operation was coordinated
b with an operation by the 1st Battolion, 52nd Infantry,

b. heporting Officers:
(1) LTC George L., Ball, CO 1-t/th Iof,
(2) CPT Albert D, Carter CO a/1-14th Inf,

e

§ (3) 1LT Bruce G. Shipley CO B/1-1ktus Inf.

4 (L) CPT Robert R, Vaughn CO C/1-14 Inf,

(5) CPT Harold E, Sells CO D/1-14 Inf.
% (6) 1LT Terry E. Bender ken Plat/1-14th Inf,
2 5, Task Organization:

: a. Conmpany 4, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry.

RN ot e

b. Company B, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry.

c. Coapany C, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry.

' d. Company D, 1st Beottalion, 14th Infantry.

€. Reconn:issznce Flatoon, 1st Battalion, 1hth Infantry,

T o b e

6. Supporting Forcus:

. a. artillery fire suorort was vrovided by B Btry, 2nd Battrlion,
: 9th artillery and & Btry, 3rd Bettalion, 18th artillery. although only
3 85 rounds of 105an ammunition were ¢xrended during the LZ preparction
: after an unexpected change in the landing zone, the fire was chiracterized
4 by & high degree of accuracy and flexibility,
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AVDDC-OP 2 February 1968

SUBJECT: Combat Cperaticns After Action-Report

B. The 123rd, 174th, and 176th Assault Helicowter Companies pro-
vided aerial surveillance, troop lift,and armed helicopter support. In
addition, HHC, 3d Brigade aviation Section provided OH-23 observation
helicopter (armed) support, The armed helicopters and the OB-23's operated
under the control of airboine and ground curmanders,

¢+ 3d Brigade iviation Section OH-23!s were amed with two (2)
M-6( machineguns easch and furnished the ground commanders with 3uppressive .
fires and irmediate informaticn on the enemy's locati.n, moveaent, and
weapons capabilities, They engaged and killed a totzl of seven (7) VO,

7, Intelligence:

N Intelligence rerorts received during the planning stages for

b the seareh z2ad destroy operation to be conducted on 17 January 1968, in-
= “icated that the. 95th LT Company was operating in the hills, vic BS692875,
3 on 14 January 1968, the Binh Son District Headquarters reported that the
- 95th LF Company was located in an Thinh (2) Hamlet, BS725896, Based on
this informwtion, an Thinh (2) was designated as the ol:jective ares, The
95th Coupany was reported tec have a strength of 100 men equipped with
81ra mortars, 2 LMG's and assorted suall ams, It was anticipated that

b - when US forces entered the area the eneuy would hide in the ditches and
- hedgerows and fire on the advance <lements, As US forces closed on the
E—3 village, the eneny was expected to withdraw ard try to evade to the north
1 or svuth along the coast and hide in the nany bunkers and hdles within
- An Thinh, 4 combat ass~ult was planned on the high ground sbout three and
f § one h:1f kiloneters from the objective, an Thinh (2), Elements fron a
x and B Coripanies, 1st Battalion 52nd Infantry were tu occury blocking

- positions along the beach and the high ground north of sn Thinh (2), Elements
designated for the combat assault were B Coupany, 1st Battalion, 14th
Infantry and the Reconnaissance Platoon 1-14th Infantry. The initial con~
tact was initiated by VC employing BAR and LMG fire on a/1-52nd Infantry
' & approxinately C(815H, Because of this contact, a new landing zone was
. selected. closer to the objective area., The elements on the landing zone
| did not receive any contact, However, as the Reconnaissance Platoon moved
200 neters to the southeast they received automatic weapons fire and
several M~79 rounds or hand grenades, The eneuy was hiding in trench lines
concealed by thick hedgerows along trzils and villages, and the Battie

of PHU NHIEU ensued., Almost immedistely, the enemy troops were observed
from the air by an aerial observer in 2n zrmed OH-23 helicopter, OH-23's-
angaged the eneay at hedgerow level and inflicted many casualties and
created o grest deal of c-nfusion acmong the enemy, As the maneuver cle-
ments of B Company,and the Reconnaissance Platoon of the 1st Battalion,
14th Infantry engaged the confused enemy, the VC became disorganized and
- fled from the area of cuntact to hide in the nany bunkers and hedgerows
4 in the vicinity of PHU NHIEU (1), PHU NHIEU (2) and PHU NHIEU (3). The
;A Battle of PHU NHIEU then became uvne of seaiching the hamlets, house by
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hongz, hoedgeruw by hedgerow, and bunker by bunker. The enemy had to be
flushed frou their hiding vluces or killed in them. In the action thers
were eight prisoners taken; among then an acting plat leadsr. Interrogation
of these prisoners indicated that the eneny had elenents of four Local

Force Companies involved in the Battle of PHU NHIEU. The units identified
were the 95th LF Conpany, P31 LF Comrany, 21ist LF Sapper Company and the
T18th LF Coopany. The total approximate strength of the cnemy units engaged
in the Battle of PHU NHIEU was 240 nen. The prisonsrs stated they were in the
PHU NHILU area to train for an attack on an unknown area, possibly an RD
Hamlet, in the vicinity of PHU NHIEU within the next ten (10) days, The man,
docunients found on the enemy bodies and in the area of contact verified

the units involved in the battle were subordinates to'the Bihh Son Viet Cong
Distriet Headquzrters. The intelligence reports that were received in the
rlanning for this operation were considered accurate and timely, This in-
formation was sufficient to insure that the friendly <lensnts around PHU
NHIEU were depleyed in a position that centributed to the overall success

»f the operation. The results of this successful operation are reflected

in PaR 10C,

8, Mission:

A/1-14th Infantry and C/1-14th Infantry were to conduct screening
rissions on the high ground west of the original landing zune, A/1-52nd(-),
and B/1-52nd Infantry (=), and D/i-14th Inf were assigned missions of
establishing blocking positions, Later D/1-14th Infantry received a change
of mission to conduct search and destroy operations and conduet o village
sweep,

9. Concept of Operation:

a. B/1-14th Infantry and the Ken Plat were to conduct 2 combat assault
to an LZ vic BS693880 and conduct scarch and destroy operations on 2 axis
%o the east of Objective 1 (An Thinh, 2), vic BS730892, (See innex a),
v/1-14th Infantry conducted a combat asscult on 16G845H Jan 68, to an LZ
vic BS878857 and conducted search and destroy operations on the Batangan
Peningdtild, They established blocking positions vic BS738877 and BS73(880
at 170800H Jan 68, #/1-14th Infantry and C/1-14th Infentry were given
nissions to conduct screening missions vic BS655865 and BS685835 overlooking
exfiltration routes from the arca of oxpected contact. A/1-52¢d Infantry(-)
occupied blocking positions along with 8/1-52nd Infantry(-) along the
northern boundary of AO GRaNT vie BS729898, BST725896, and BS7u8888,

1C, Execution:
a. Based on availcble current intelligence, a plan was formulated to

combat assault suspected enemy locations. Blocking positions were selected
by 1st Bn, 52nd Inf in conjunction with this plan, Complete coordination was
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finlized vrior tu the combat assault of B/1-1L4th and Ren Platoon,

b. at 170815H Jon 68 vie BS725895 (an Thinh, 1), 4/1-52nd report-
ed receiving BaR and LUG fire, Due to fhe immediite tacticAl situation, the
LZ for Bravo Company was changed at 17(83CH Jan 68 to 2 location recomuended
after a hasty azerial reconnaissance by the Battalion SZ. ab the aame tima,
the Battalion CO was briefing the flight leaders and the Battery Commonder
on the cundust of the operation at LZ UPTIGHT. The ground forces, artillery
fire support, airlift aircreft, as well as the supporting armed helicopters
responded quickly to the last minute change in the lunding zone,

¢. Upon entering the landing zone, all maneuver elements deployed
according to the original plan. st this time, "Aloha" OH-23 aircraft en-
tered the arca of operation after being briefed at the Battelion TOC on
LZ UPTIGHT. The Reconnaissance Platoon moved from the landing zone as plan-
ned and made contact in a hedgerow south of the 1Z, They received two
grenades from the hedgerow. "Aloha"immediately moved to the area of contact.
Enrouty to the area "aloha" (6 and Ul observed numerous VC running in a
trench line south of PHU NHIEU vic BS71388L. They irmediztely engaged the
eneny with M-60 MG's, Ammed helicopter support of the combat assault im-
nediately joined then and placed aceurate suppressive fires on the cnemy,
Bravo Company and the Reconnaissance Platoon continued execution of the
original plan and closed quickly with the VC located in‘the trench line,
Upon entering the enemy trench line The Ren platoon found numerous bunkers
which would take considerable time to clear by physically entering euch
bunker, Realizing the time necessary to eliminate each bunker, LTC Ball
placed the Delta 30 Platoon OPCON to Bravo Company and gave them a mis-
sion of blocking vie BS723877. Plans were made to 1ift the Delta 20 Platoon
from LZ UPTIGHT to a secure LZ on the beach to link up with Delta 10 and
sweep in Thinh (1), Bravo 6 took operational control of Delta 3C.

artillery support during the entire combat operation was limited due
to the close proximity of friendly units and numerous aircraft over the
contact area,

Close fighting along the trench line and hedgerow took a drastic
turn as nmany of the enemy broke from the trench system into the open.
They were immediatcly engaged by elements of B/1-14th and killed. Captives
were used as tunnel rats, Exploitati.n of the tunnels continued through-
out the day and the objective arez was swert by elements of ‘the Delta
Conpany. The 3d Platoon cf Delta reverted to its parent unit. Bravo Com-
pany continued police of the battle fiecld until dark and set up a Company
perimater on the nearest defensive terrain,.sll companies were alerted
for movenent along trails in the area, Battlefield police continued on
18 Janucery, and all bunkers were re-cntered and destroyed, The results
of the doys of contact were very significant and are as follows;
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FRILNDLY IOSSES
3 US WIa
ENEMY IOSS:’SS
80 VC KIA
7 VC POW
1 CD/POW
ENEMY EQUIPMENT LOSSES
10 US M1 Cal 30 Rifles
7 US M1 Cal 3C Carbines
L US M2 Cal 30 Carbines
4 US BaR Cal 30
1 M=79 Grenade Launcher
1 Thompson G Cal 45
2 MAT L9 MG
1 NVR 50 MG
L =47 Assault KHifles
2 Pistols Cal 45
137 Chicom Hand Grenades
16 6(mm Mortar Rounds
2000 Rounds Cal 30 Ammunition
500 Roundsd Cal 7,62 Short imuunition
500 Rounds C4l 30 Carbive Aumunition
100 Rounds Cal 45 Ammunition
50 Rounds 9mm Ammunition
3 B-40 Rockets w/fuses
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