UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

AD389939

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES

TO: unclassified

FROM: confidential
LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:

Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM:

Controlling DoD Organization: Assistant
Chief of Staff for Force Development
[Army], Washington, DC 20310.

AUTHORITY

31 Dec 1979 per Group—-4 document marking;
Adjutant General’s Office [Army] ltr dtd
29 Apr 1980

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED




SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this repoit applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be - marked accerdingly.

.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
{X& CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN ULNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1S PROHIBITED BY

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. 5. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that

may in any way be related thereto.




THiS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED
AND CLEAREL FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
UNDER DOD DIRECTIVZ 5200,20 AllD
MO RESTRICTIONS ARE IMPOSED UPON
ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE,

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A

#FPROVED rOR PUBLIC RELEASE;
DISTRIBUTION UNLIMITED.,

RPN, T T IS WU

ST e

i P e it



CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

IN REPLY RIFER TO 4
LY

AGAM-P (M) (25 Apr 68)  FOR OT RD 67X161 30 April 1968

SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report - Operation WHEELER, lst Brigade,
101st Abn Division, Period 11 September - 25 November 1967 (U)

" 1ald Qoeul it . . !.A-.”‘x‘
~Lofeonrus of . : ' o
SEE DISTRIBUTION Esplonugo Lit. . . e e,

: R S S 51
Its trauawic: : o )
wanmer te o

1. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for review and evaluation
in accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

thsrl G Hicdlon.

KENNETH G. WICKHAM

1 Incl Major General, USA
as The Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION

Commanding Generals
US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command

Commandants HE CoT
US Army War College r eyt e
US Army Command and Ceneral Staff College ﬁ&ar44}_sﬁbd

US Army Adjutant General School

US Army Air Defense School ,

US Army Armor School o

US Army Artillery and Missile School

US Army Aviation School

US Army Chemical School

US Army Civil Affairs School Regraded unclassified when separated

e ey e choot  from classified Inclosure.

US Army Intelligence School

CONFIDENTIAL



DISTRIBUTION (Cont'd)
US Army Medical Field Service School
US Army Military Police School
US Army Missile and Munitions School
US Army Ordnance School
US Army Quartermaster School
US Army Security Agency School
US Army Signal School
US Army Southeastevn Signal School
US Army Special Warfare School
US Army Transportation School

Copies furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Statf
Chief of Engineers
Chief of Research and Development
Assistant Chiets of Staff
The Surgeon General
The Provost Marshal General
Research Analysis Corporation (Library) .
0SD(SA), Assistant for Southeast Asia Forces
Defense Nocumentation Center
Senior Army Represeitative, Marine Corps Dev & Educ Command
Commanding Genecrals
US Army Weapons Command
Sth Infantry Division (Mech)
Commanding Officers
US Army Limited War Laboratory
4th Brigade, 6th Infantry Division
st Battalion, 82d Artillery
lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division
USAF Air Ground Operations School

EEST AVAILABLE CGPY



} CONMFIDENT IAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST BRIGADE 101ST AIRBCRNE DIVISION
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96347

AVED=C 11 December 1967

SUBJECT : Combat).(Opex)‘ations After Action Report, Operation WHECIER (RCS: MaC
J3-32) (K=1

THRU: Commanding .General
Americal Division
APO US Forces 96374

Commanding General
III Marine Amphibious Force
PO US Forces $6602

T0: Commandirg General
United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTN: AVHCSelH
APO US Porces 96222

1, (U) N.ME or OPERATION: Operation WHEELER (Search and Destroy Operation),
2, (U) DATES OF OPER.TIONt 111000°September to 251100 November 1967,

3. (U) LOCATION: QUANG TIN Province, Republic of Vietnam (Maps, VIETNAM,
1:50,000, Serics L701L, Sheets 65391, IV, 6&OII, III, 67391, IV, &740 IIl).

4, (V)

=

A
510 SR,

J.RTERSs  1lst Brigade, 101st Airbornme Divisien,

5. (U) REPORTING OFFICER: Brigadier GCeneral Salve H, Matheson, Cammanding
General, lst Brigade, 101st Airborme Division,

6., (C) TASK ORGNIZATIMN:

a, The task organization of the Brigade at the initiation of Operatien
WHETLER wes as shown below:

1-327 Inf Brigade Control
4 12 Clearing/Demo Tms A/326 Engr 1 Camp Strike Force Co (Support-
3 Sct Dog Tms 42 Inf Plat ing
2220 Arty
2-327 Int B/2-9 krty (OPCON)
4 1Z Clearind/Demo Tms A/326 Engr A/326 Bngr (~)
3 Sct Dog Tms 42 Inf Plat IRRP Plat
Scty Plat
2-502 Inf 42 Int Plat Sct Dog (-)
1 Mobile Strike Porce Co (Supporting)  MP Plat
4 1Z Clearing/Demo Tms A/326 Bngr Avn Sec
3 Sct Dog Tms 42 Inf Plat 20 Cm) Det
HB Tm 244 Payops Co
1-14 Inf (OPCON) 181 MI Det
4 LZ Clearing/Demo Tms A/326 Engr 406 nn(n)
TACP (=

b, Numerous changes in the Brigade task organization were made turing
the operation and are described as they occured in paragraph 1l (Execution) below,

foR oT GROUP 4
ROTRY DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
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SUBJECT : ((:;m!{;t Operations After Aotiuu Report, Operation WAREIER (RCS: MAC J3-32)

7. (C) SUPPORTING FORGES:

a, Troop A, 2d Squadron (Airborne), 17th Cavalry was placed under
operational control of the 2d Squadron, 1lth Armored Cavalry at the begimning of
Operation WHEZLER, and later, under the eontrol of the lst Squadron, lst Armored
Cavalry. The troop returned to Brigade control on 17 November 1967,

b, Troop B, lst Squadron, 9th Cavalry supported the Brigade during the
period 2~ October 1967 by flying armed reconnaissance missions forward of the
infantry battalions and within the Brigade area of operatien,

¢, The long Range Reconnaissance Platoon of the Brigade was employed in
a surveillance and stay behind force role,

d. Artildery: (See Inclosure 10, Artillery)

(1) The 2d Battalion {Airborne), 320th Artillery (18-105mm howitzers)
was aaployed in a direct support role with aach of its batteries collocated with
an infantry battalion tactical commnd post. The battalion fired a total of 3,885
missions exrending 54,859 rounds of ammunition during the operation,

(2) Battery B, 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery (6-105mm howitzers) wae
placed under operational control of the Brigadets direct support artillery bate
talion during the period the Ist Battalion, lith Infantry was operating with the
Brigade (11 - 2, September 1967), The battery was given a direct support.mission
to the infantry battalion, Pour hundred twenty cae missions were fired expending
2,407 rounds of amrmnition,

(3) Battery A, 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery (6~105mm howitzers) was
placed under operational control of the Brigade’s direct support artillery bat-
talion during the period the lst Battalion, 35th Infantry was operating with the
Brignde (4 Oct:zior - 4 November 1967). The battery was given a direct support

mission to the Infantry battalion, 8ix hundred thirty five missions were fired
exponding 7,761 rounds of ammnition,

(L) Roitery C, 3d Dattalion, 16th Artillery (6=155mm howitzers)
reinforced th: !i: .4 of the Brigadels direct support artillery battalion during

the entire oporstivn, The battery fired a total of 1,562 missions expendine 14,169
rounds of amemnition,

(5) Battory G, 29th Artillery, Americal Division Artillary, supported
tho Brigade with one section of two searchlights from 7 -~ 24 November 1967, The
suction was employod at one of the Brigadets firebases and fumished infrared and
wvhite light support,

e. Company A, 326th Engineer Battalion (Alrborne), provided each infan-
try battalion with teams for clearing landing sones, demolition projects, mine
clearing and limited explosive ordnanco disposal work, The remainder of the
company supported the Brigade by operating water purification points at forward
supply points, maintaining existing roads and improving the Brigade base camp (See
Inclosure 9, Bngineer),

f. The 42d Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog) provided each infantry battalion
with a daily average of two scout dog teams during the operstion,

g, The 9th Combat Tracker Tean (Provisiongl) Joined the Brigade on 25
September 1967 and gave the Brigade the capability of tracking eneay forses when
contact was broken, Organized into two tracker sections, the sections were
positioned at battalion tactical command posts for rapid eaployment, The teem
proved highly successful during the operation, Results directly attributable to
the team were four enemy villed, two enemy aaptured, ons weapmn and ammmition
cachs discovered and numerous booby trape and punji pits discovered,

2
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SUBJECT: %cmbc;t Operations after Action Report, Operation WHESL.R (RCS: MAC J3=32)
K-1

h, Army Aviation: The lith Combat Aviation Battelion provided the
Brigade with aircraft for troop lift and flew combat gsupport and resupply missions,

(1) 176th Assault Helicopter Company was employed in a direst support
role and provided helicopters for gunship support, troop lift and flew combat
support and resupply missisni, in addition to nroviding one comrmnd and control
and one utility helicopter to each infantry battalion dailye.

(2) 161ct Assault Helicopter Company, in general support of the
Brigade, provided helicopters on a mission support basis for gunship support,
troop lift, combat support and resupply missions,

(3) 178th Aviation Company (Medium), in general support of the
Brigade,provided CH=-47 aircraft on a mission support basis for troop lift,
heavy resupply and displacement of artillery units.

i, The 20th Chcmical Detachment, in general support, flew combat support
nissions emploring nonepersistant €S from helicopters, pravided teams for tunnel
and burker deniel and contamination of rice and salt caches using persistant CS,
ard provided ready charged flamethrowers, Detachment personnel, operating the
Manpack Personel Detsstor (People Sniffer) mounted in a helicopter, flew an
average of two missions per week., Readings indicated on the detector were relayed
to the battalions for exploitation by maneuvering forces into the area or by
exploying airstrikes and/or artillery fire, (See Inclosure 5, Chemical),

J+ Indigznous Porces:

(1) One Camp Strike Force Company from TIEN PHUOC Special Forces
amp supmorted the Brigade from 11 September ta 17 October 1967 by initially
screening the southwest portion of the area of operation to detect enemy movement.
Fraos 28 September to 17 Octcber 1967, the company assisted in, providing seeurity
foe a firatice consisting of one batlery of 105mm howitzers and one battery of
155 howitz:rs,

{2) Onc Mobile Strike Force Company fram Company C, 5th Special
Forces Grovp (Di NaliG) operated directly with the 2d Battalion (Airborme), 502d
Infaniry fromw il September to 2 October 1957, The company conducted search and
desiroy operations within their assigned portion of the battalion's area of
operation,

(3) One Reconnaissance Company from the 2d ARVEN Division established
blocking positions for the Brigade along likely enemy routes of egress from 28
September to 7 October 1967,

ko Tactical Adr Support:

(1) US Air Force and US Marine pilots flew 426 tactical fighter
missions totaling 878 sorties, Of these sorties, 452 were immediate requests
which were processed through the Alr Force 1lst Corps Direct Air Support Center
(IDASC) in Dk NiNG with an average reaction time of twenty minutes, In azdition,
20) Combat Skyspot scrties, 41 flareship (AC-47) sorties, and 188 transport
sorties were flown in support of the Brigade, Forward air ¢ mtrollers flew 341
sorties in forvard air control, artillery adjustment and visual reconnalssance
rissions, . total of 1,163,575 tons of ordnance was expended during the operation
The expenced ordnance included 875450 tons of general purpose bombs, 290,125 tons
of napalzm, 2400 flares, 276,950 rounds of 7,62gm ammunition, 237,300 rourds of 20m.
armunition, 29 CBU!s and 1513 rockets,

(2) The 9th Air Commando Squadron provided support for aerial
psychological operations to include leaflet dissemination and aerial loudspeaker
broadcasts in the area of operation,

CCr =)Dy g 57 g
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1. The 244th Psychological Operations Company previded cne loudspeaksr
teanm (HB) in direct support of the Brigade, (See Inclosure 8, Psychologieal
Operations),

8, (U) INTELLIGENCE: See Inclosure 1, Intelligence,

9, (C) MISSION: Americal Division directed the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airborae
Division to conduct search and destroy operations commencing 11 September 1967
northwest of TAM KY (510627) to find, fix and destroy VC/NVA forees and to neutra=-
lize VC/NVA base camps.

10, (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATION: To accomplish the assigned mission and, at
the same time, block enemy routes of egress to the gouth and the southwest, the
Brigade air assaulted its three organi¢ infantry battalions into UDEN irea of
Operation (40) located west of TAM KY, The 1lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infan-
try condncted airmobile assa ts into the southern portion of the area of operation
or: 11 September 1967, The following day the 2d Battalion (iirborme), 502d Infan-
try and the 2d Battalion (iirborne), 327th Infantry air assault:d into the west=
ern and northern portions of the ~rea of operation respectiwvely, The lst Battalion,
l4th Infantry, under the operational control of the Brigade, initially was given
an on-crder mission to exploit any intelligence gained during the initial stages
of the oper:tion, One Camp Strike Force Company from TIEN PHUOC Special Forces
Camp screened likely routes of enemy ogress to the southwest of the Brigade's area
of operation, BEngineer LZ clearing and demolition team® and scout dog teams were
attached to the mancuver battalions, The 2d Battalion (idrborme), 320th frtillery
collocated one firing battery with each of the maneuver battalion tactical commnd
posts, (Sse Tab & to Inclosure 2, Operations Schematics),

., (C) IX=CUTION:

a. Methods of Operationt Toacomplish its assigned search and destroy
mission and effectively defeat the guerrilla in his environment, the Brigade
assured a semieguerrilia posture and modified its methods of operation, The tactics
and techniques employed, while in this posture, were designed to off-set the advan-
tages the guerrilla has when oper:ting in his environment, Once, however, contact
was established with the enemy, the cloak of the semi-guerrilla was removed and
81l aveilable firepower was pliced on the enemy, The Brigade maneuvered frecly
throughout its area of operatiun, cross attached urits and frequently changed
boundaries to rapidly react to enemy movement and contacts, Some of the tactics
and techniques cmployed are discussed belows

(1) Saturation patrolling: Beczuse of the very nature of the enemy,
specific or "hard" intelligence of the enemy"®s disp>sition, strength and mathods of
operation are difficult to obtain., Normilly only the general location (several
grid squares) of an enemy unit is known, To locate the enemy, all units of the
Brigede conducted extensive saturation patrolling, Companies were air assaulted
into multiple landing sones and, onee on the graund, patrollud on thrue or four
axes with a platoon size force on each axis, All platoons remained within sup-
porting or reinforcing distance of each other (normelly thirty minutes marching
time), A4S the platoons secrched along thelr axes, they periodically sent squad or
fire tecm sigze patrols tc the flanks, By employing thils technique, large areas
were able to be searched, the enemy's capability to determine the size and direction
of movement of the unit in his area was reduced, and maximum flexibility wes
achieved to rvinforce, attack ov encircle an enemy when contact was eatablished,

(2) ‘mbushes:; With a search and destroy mission assigned, units of
the Drigade seldom moved 2t night unless there was a specific oper-tiondl require-
ment. Movement through the jungle aad detailed search of an area et night proved
difficult., To deny the enemy complete freedom of movement at night, units fre-
quertly ambushed trails found during the day, and if none were found, lines of drift
wuch as strean beds and ridgelines were ambushed, Periodically, when well usod
trails were located during the day, units would imediztely ambush the trail for
one or two hours, If enery movement was nct detected, units continued in their
search,
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(3) Stay behind patrols: The enemy frequently returns to  the battle
ares or to known bilvouac sites of US units, To exploit this tendency, units of
the Brig~ds positionad platouns or larger sige unita in concsaled positions, 4n
immediate reaction force was designed to reinforce the stay behind patrol if
necessary, The length of time the patrol remained behind depended on the higher
unitts method of opsration, mission, terrain and sige of the atay behind patrole

(L) Raids: When specific or ®hard® intelligence wos recsived, raids
were planhed and executed using air mobility whenever possible,

(5) 1Iarge areas of operation: Areas of operation are required to
be cleared by ARVN forcee and are, therefore, subjest to being compromised, When
areas of operztion only large enough for a unit to operate in at une time are re-
quested, the eneny can easily determine prebable landing eones and firebase loca=
tions, To add & degree of security, the Brigads habituslly requested arsas of
operation’ several times the sise it could uperate in at one time, £ secondary
reason for requesting large areas of operation was to provide the comander with
sufficient room to freely mansuver to exploit inteliigence from lang range rec-
vindissunce patrols, aerial visual reconnaissance and other intelligence aources,

(6) Deployment with 3-5 days rations: To allow companies to fade
into the Jungle and assume a semieguerrilla posture, all units deployed with 3«5
days rations and, at times, seven days ration, Resupply was then accomplished
overy 3-5 days, This technique also prevented the unitls location from being
comprorised by daily helicopter resupply flights, Only for emergency reasuna were.
helicopters allowed to land at a unitts locition.

(7) Movement from high to low ground:; The terrain in the area of
operation was mountainous with dense vegetation giving the enemy & distinet advan-
tage over the Brigade units, To decrease this disadvantage, units conducted
their search and destroy operations from high to low ground whenever possible.

(8) Artillery ecollocated with infantry: To provide immediataely res-
ponsive and coordinated artillery support to the maneuver battalions, the Brigade
collocated one direct support artillery battery with each of the infantry battalion
tactical command posts,

b, The Brigade initiated Operation WHE LiR on 1l Septesber 1967 as
planned, All battalions condueted airmobile assaults into selected landing zones
uropposed by the enemy; however, the 2d Battalion (Lirborme), 502d Infantry did
detcnate enemy mines on two af its landing zones, The terrain in the area of
operation consisted of jungle covered hills, rolling hills with elephant grass
and flat, cultivated lowlands with rice paddies, The lst Battalion, Lith Infantry
was amployed on li September 1967 in an area of operation to the southeast of the
Brigade and given a search and destroy mission. The initial phase of Operction
WHEZLER (11-25 September 1967) produced no significantly large sise enemy contacts
nor any information to suggest large size enemy ferces had operated in the area,

Daily enemy killed (by body count), however, averaged fiftecn per day. The lst
Battalion, lith Infantry was released from Brigade cantrel on 24 September 1947,

o, Intelligence reports from rumerous sources began to indicate that
large gige enemy forces, to include the.2d NVA Division Headquarters, were located
approximatzly seventeen kilometers to the west of the Brigade's area of operatian
{aT9324). The Brigade dcveloped a new concept of operation designed to block enemy
routes of egress in all directions and slowly close in on the encircled encay,

d. The second phase of Cperation WHELER (26 September- 8 October 1967)
was injtiated by air assaulting the 1st and 2¢ Dattelicas (Airbome}, 327th Infan~
try into landing zones to the south and west of the suspected enemy locations,
Because an unfordatle river scparated the two battalions and the area of operation
of the 24 Battalion (idrborne), 227th Infantry was too large to effectively block
enexy routes ‘aof egress with three companies, Company L, lst Battalion (Airborne),

327th Infantry wis placed uncder operztionzl control of the 2d Battalion. The
company remained with the Zd Battalion until 2 October 1967 when it was returned
to its parcnt unit. The 2d Battalion (Airborme), 502d Infantry, east of the uvnemy
locations, commenced search and cestioy operations to the west on multiple axes,

5
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To block northern egress routes, one ARVN Reconnaissance Company was air assgulted
into block sitions and operated with the Brigade from 28 September to 7 Oct-
ober 1567, B Marine reconnaissance team from the 5th Marine Regiment assisted
by screening areas west of the 4RVN company., One Camp Strike Porce Company from
TIEN PHUCC Special Foroces Camp and the Brigade Security Platoon assisted in sec-
uring the Brigade firebase consisting of ons battery each of 105mm and 155mm howe
itzers. (Seo Tadb B to Inclosure 2, Operation Schematics).

e, Contacts with enemy forces increased in intenstity as the battalions
began to close on and patrol nearer the suspected enemy division headquarters. All
indications (enemy mortars, recoilless rifles, anti-aircraft fire, heavy machine-
guns, automstic weapons, prisoners of war and large sise forces) confirmed the
fact that several battalions, and possibly the division headquarters, wers localed
tetween thé units of the Brigade, Airstrikes, Combat Skyspots and artillery fires
werc employed extensively throughout the area on known and suspected enemy loca-
tions, Numerous small contacts were made daily with the enemy, Significant con-
tacts are listed below,

(1) The tactical command post of the 2d Battalion (Airborme), 502d
Infantry (BT073226) at 0050 hours on 27 September 1967 received an enemy mortar,
recoliless rifls and grenade attack for fifteen minutea, Results of the attack
wore 7 US wounded (medevac), Interrogation of a HOI CH:ANH, whe rallisd several
dsys afier the attack,revealed that the mortars had fired prem:turely, landed
on the attacking force and broke up the attack. The attack appeared to have been
woll planned dbut poorly execut:zd,

(2) At 271645 September 1947 Company A, 2d Battalion (Airtune),
502d Infantry (BTO472L3) engaged a dug in enemy force who employed &um mortars,
automntic weapons and rockets, Weather at the time prevented the use of air
strikes and gunships, The contact lasted into the night., Results of the contact
were 2 US killed, 6 wounded (medevac), 1 NVi KIA (C) and 1 SKS captured,

(3) Company C, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry at 250827
September 1967 near BTO34213 made contact with a.company size enemy force, Heavy
contact developed with artillery, gunships and air strikes in eonstant support,.
Contact was brokem at 1813 hours. Results wer. 3 US killed, 15 wounded (medsvac),
9 NVA KIn (C), 3 :K-47, 1 RPD, 1 BLO rocket lsuncher, 1 60mm mortar base plite and
biepod captured.

(L) The ARVN compzny, blocking routes of egress to the north, am-
bushed an NVA platoon at 301300 September 1967 nepr BT983272 Klling 13 NVA and
captaring 3 AK-,,7 and 2 c¢~rbines,

(5) At 021445 October 1967 Company A, 2d Battalion (airborme), 5C2d
Infantry near BT025239 received heavy fire from an unknown site enemy force em=
ploying 82gm mortars, automatic weapons and ,50 caliber machineguns, Company A
maneuvered throughout the afternosn employing artillery, air strikes and gunships,
Results ware 7 US killed and 17 wounded (medevac). Enemy losses were unknown.

(6) Battery C, 2d Battalion (idrborne), 320th Artillsry wes sub=
jected toa 50=60 round mort:r and recoilless rifls attack at 021815 QOctober 1367
near BT0732°6, Restults were 11 US wounded (medevac),

f. Visual reconnaissance missiona flown over the Brigadets original
area of operation reported numerous sightings of ememy activity, To exploit this
intelligence, the Brigade requested a fourth infantry battalion be placed under
operational control of the BErigade, The lst Ratt-~lion, 35th Infantry, part of the
3d Brigade, 4Lth Infantry Division at DUC PHO, was airlifted on 4 October 1967 to -
TAM KY (east of the Brigade area of oper:.tion) znd joinmed the Brigade. The bat-
talion conducted airmobtile assaults on § October 1967 into the northern portion of
the Brigadets original are~ of oper:tion and commenced search and destroy operations
in® their assigned area of operation,
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g« WNumerous contacts with the enesy ocontinued and the Brigade continued
to employ large numbers of air strikes, Combat Skyspots and artillery throughout
the areaa of operation on known and suspectod enemy locations, Weather throughout
the arva of operaticn began to hamper sericusly operations. and, when humerous
sampans werv sighted to the west of the area of operation (AT8126) moving what wae
believed to be elaments of the enemy division headquarters, action other than Com-
bat Skyspots could not be employed,

h. Three significant unemy contzacts were made as the battalions swept
over suspected enemy locations,

(1) Company A, 2d Hattalion (Adrborne), 502d Infentry (B™M34235)

oocupying a defensive perimeter while resupnlying and refitting on 7 October 1967,
was attacked at 0245 hours by an estimated NVA company employing mortars, machine-
guns and automatic weapons, Artillery, gunships and flareships supported the com~
p-ny. Contect was broken at 0620 hours with the snemy withdrawing southeast, Afir-
atrikes were employed- on the withdrawing enemy. Resulta were 7 US killed, 6 wound-
ed (medevac), 18 NVA KL. (C), 1 RPD, 12 iXK-47, 2 RPO, and 1 Chinese Commmunist flame-
thrower. captured,

: (2) AL 081340 Octover 1967 (AT940270) Company h, 2d Battelion (Air-
borne), 327th Infantry mide contact with an estimated two NVA companies, The NV.,
employing 82mu mortars, rifle grensdes and automatic weapons, conducted a two
pronged attack and surrounded one platoon of Campany 4. Hand to hand contact
ensued, Company B and the Reconnaissance Platoon of the battalion mansuvered
agringt the enemys ¢aught the withdrawing enemy by surprise, and assmulted, Results
of the contact were 17 US killed, 3 wounded (medevac), 60 NVA KLi (C), 21 small
arms wWeapons and 1 RPD captured,

(1) Company A, 1lst Battalion, 35th Infantry at 091830 October 1967
made contuct with an NVA company near BT110225, Company A, supported by artillery
and gunships, engaged the enemy. Heavy fighting develo~ed and continued until
2155 hours when the enemy broke contact and withdrgw north, Results were 10 US
killed, 17 wounded (medewvac), 24 NVA KL. (C), and 3 AK=471s captured,

1. With the present arez of operation searched and with weather restrict-
ing operations and resupply of units, the Brigade began the third phase of Opera-
tion WHEFLTR (9 October to 5 November 1967) by reorienting itself on the original
area of operation where.the lst Battalion, 35th Infantry was msking daily contacts
with the enemy. Simultaineously with reorienting units, the Brigade began rotat-
ing companies back to the Brigade base camp at CHU L.I for stand-down, While the
2d Battolion (Airborne), 502d Infentry (-) wes at the Brigade base camp for stand-
down from 14-20 October 1967, Company A of the battalion Ams placed under operation-
al control of the lat Battelion, 35th Infantry, The last company t. atand-down
was reingserted into the area of operntion on 27 October 1967. (See Tzb C Inclosure
2, Operation Schematics),

Mumsrous amall contacts with the enemy continued. Significant enemy
sontacts as the Brigade reoriented to the eastern portion of the area of operation
are as foliows:

(1) At 150315 October 1967 Battery A, 2d Battalion (Airborre ), 320th
Lirtillery, located sdjacent to the tactical command post of the lst Battalion (Air—
vorne), 327th Infantry (BT066252) was sublected to 3 mortar and ground attack, C(ne
Camp Strike Force Company from TIEN PHUCC Special Forces Camp was gssisting in the
security of the battery. The eremy, estimated at 30-40 personnel, managed to dig-
arn early warning devices ond move past the outaide perimeter. They attacked using
automntic weapons, grenades and satchel charges. At one point, the artilleryls, in-
ner perimetcr was penetrated. Bad weether precluded the use of air strikes and
gunships, The cownter rmorter radar positioned near the battery located the enemy
mortars wiich were ‘mediateiy engaged with artillery, Contact was broken at 0530
hours, Results: 5 US lilled, 21 wounded (medevac), 6 CSF killed, & wounded (med-
evac); 6 IV, KL, {C), 1 iK-47 and 1 Jma nistol coptured,
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(2) On 22 Octobsr 1967 at 1630 hours, the Recennalssnace Platoon, lat
Battalion, 35th Infantry made contact with an estimated NVA battalion (BT175210).
Company D of the battalion maneuvered to reinforce the Reconnaissance Platoon,
Heavy contact ensucd and the enemy assaulted the US positions using hand grenades
and automitic weapons. Cfompany C was air assaulted into a blocking position at
1805 hours to the southsast of the contact, "Spooky" was requested and arrived at
1910 heurs, Contact contirued until 2045 hours when the enemy withdrew, Results
were 2 US killed, 13 wounded (medevac), 6 NV. KI.. (C).
- (3) Or. “he same day at 182, hours, the tactical command post of the
2d Battalion (Airborre), 502d Infantry (DT238126) received 26 rounds of 60mm mor—
tar fire followed by si~ rounds of rocket fire (estimated D-40 rockets), Results
were 8 US wounded (medevac).

(4) Comp-ny B, 2d Battalion (Alrborme), 327th .Infantry mmde comtact
with o well entrenched enemy at BT093296 on 27 October 1967. Appraximately ten
rninutes after air assaulting,two platoons swept west fr.m the landing sone at
1245 hours, and becams heavily engaged with an estimated NVA company firing aute-
matic weapons. The company maneuvered and emprioyed gunships, artillery and aif
strikes, At 1607 hours, Company Kk of the ban.al{cm air asssulted into blocking
posi.ions at BT16C305. Contact with the enemy continued ustil 1835 hours, when
the enemy withdrew to the west, Results wers 11 US killed and 18 wounded (medevac),
Enemy losses were 9 NVA KIA (C), 1 SKS and 1 pair of binoculars captured,

k, The Brigade continued to orient on the enemy and freely change bound.
aries and ¢ ross-attach units whenever necessarys From 28-31 October 1967 Company
C, 2d Battalion ?.-\Lrbcrrne » 327th Infantry was under the gperational control of the
1st Battalion (alrborme), 327th Infantry because the lst Battalion was better able
to control the company because of its locatin,

1. With the 2d NV, Division elements avoiding major cuncacts with the
Brigade during the period 28 October to & November 1967, increased smphasis was
placed .n attemting to locate the division, Special agent reporta and other
intelligence sources began to indicate that the division headquarters was located
in the vicinity of AT9631 which was between the Brigade and the 3d Brigade, 1lst
Caval-. "Hwvision (Airmobile} operating to the north, The Americal Division develop-
ed a8 scheme of maneuver employirg the Brigade as n blocking force to t he east and
southeast, 8 U3 Marine battzlion blucking to the nurthwest, and the 3d Brigade, lst
Cavalry Division (iirmobile) blocking to the northeast and also attacking to the
northeast with two battalions., To provide forces to the 3d Brigade, the lst Bat-
talion, 3Sth Infantry was released from operstional control of the Brigade on §
November 1967 and placed under operational control of the 3d Brigade,

m, The fowth phase of Operation WHE LER (6-25 November 1967) begam with
& new acheme of maneuver for the Drigade, The 2d Dattalicn (/irborne), 327th Infan
try, soerating in the vastern portion of the Drigade arsa of operation air assaulted
into the western portion and tlocked routes of egress to the sast, The 1lst Dat—
talion (hirtorne), 327th Infantry remained in its area of operationand reoriented
t> the north to-block routes of egress to the southeast, The 2d Battalion (air-
torne), 5024 Infantry displaced to the tacticsl command post of the lst Imttallon,
35th Infantry and conducted search and destroy operstions to the west and blocked
routes of egress to the east, (See Tab D, Inclosure 2, Operations Schematies).
Company C, 24 .,ttalion (Airborne), $02¢ Infantry was placed under the operational
control of the 1st Dattalion (iirborme), 327th Infantry initially and later the
2d Dattalion (Lirborne), 327th Infantry from 7-16 November 1567 to provide suffic-~
icnt forces to each battalion for accomplishing its blocking mission.

n. There we=e many 3mall unit contacts which raised the number of enery
killed {by body count) to over 1000, (rUly vre significant contact with the enexy
ozcurred during the period A=15 Kowuber 1967, On L November 1967 at 1245 hours,
Company C, 2d Dattalion (idrtorne), 327th Inf:ntry (AT952243) made contact with an
estimat.d ¥V, company., The c.r~ .ny meneuvered throughout the a ft.Tnoon and employed
artillery, gunships and air strikes, The heaviest fighting took place between 1630-
1700 hourp, To block enemy routes of escape %o the west, Company A of the bat-
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talion was air assaulted into an area west of the enemy at 1725 hours, Gunships
sngaged several groups of enemy in the general vicinity of the larding zone. By
1900 hours the fighting was reduced to sporadie firing. "Spooky" arrived at 1830
hours and fired on likely routes of escape, Results of the contact were 4 US
killed, 5 wounded (medevac), 14 NVA KIA (C), 1 NVA PW, 1 RPD, 5 AK~47 , 1 SKS and
a large number of rucksacks captured,

0. On 16 Nobember 1967 the Americal Division directed the Brigade to
reorient two companies to the eastern portion of the ares of operation (BT1227)
to conduct mearch and destroy operations and block enemy routes of movement to
the south, The 2d Battalion (Airborme), 502d Infantry was assigned.the mission
and,in turn,assigned the mission to Company B and tc Company C which was operat-
ing with the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry, Both companies were air-
lifted by helicopter to a landing sone secured by the Reconnaissance Platoon of
the battalion and immediately began search and destroy operations, No significant
contacts with the enemy were made by either company.

p. With all elements of the 2d NVA Division avoiding contact and intell-
gence reports indicating that the Brigade had seriocusly hurt the-division, the
Brigade began to prepare to move back to the II Corps Tactical Zono as directed by
MACY. From 23-25 November 1967 the 2d Sulialion (Airborns), 502d Infantry, 24
Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry and lst Battalion (iirborne), 327th Infantry
respectively were relieved in plice by elements of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade
displacea to the TAM KY Airfield and moved by US Air Force C=-130 aircraft to the
Brigade's base camp at PHAN NG for a four day stand-—down and preparation for
future operations,

12, (C) RESULTS:

. a. The lst Brigade, 10lst Airborne Division accomplished its assigned
mission of conducting search and destroy operations to find, fix and destroy ve/
IV. Forces and to neutralize VC/NVA base camps,

b, The following losses were inflicted on the enemy:
Killed (by body count)s 1105 Individual weapons: 162

" Killed (estimsted)s 26 Individual weapons (cache): 24

Prisonsra-VC/NVi: 42/8 Crew served weapons: 25

Civil Defenderss 63 Crew served weapons (cache): 9
Returnees: 11 Rice (tons): 198,7

Dutaineess LL5 3alt (tons): 5

e, The following losses were suffered by the Brigade:

Killed: 124 Weapons captured/destroyed: 23

Wounded: 65 Helicopters destroyed: 10

Missing: O Helicopters dameged by enemy
fires 32

Captured: O

d, The ratic of onemy bodys to weapons captured (cache not included) was
6:1, The ratio of enemy to friendly killed was 8,3:1,

13, (U) LDMINISTRIiTIVE K. TI"RS:

a., Perconnel and Administration: Inclosure 3.
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b, Logistics: Inclosure 4.
¢, Civic Actiont Inclosure 6,
d, Communications: Inclosure 7,

L. (C) SPECIAL BQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES:

a, Combat Tracker Team: Bumployed for the first time by the Brigade, the
Combat Trecker Team added an essential skill to the conduct of search and destroy
operetions. Well trained and profossionally led, the team reduced considerably
the problem of tracking and finding the enemy, On numerous occasions, the team
led maneuver units to base camps, well camouflaged tmnnels and bunkars, hidden
woepons and armunition caches and detected booby trapa and punji pits that would
not have been found without their expertise, With only one team assigned to the
Brigade and because bhe team could not move for several days with a company and
still be able to accomplish its mission, the team was employed by placing each
of its two sections in the area of operation b battalion tactical command posts,
When a company required the team's assistance, the helicopter serving the bat-
talion picked up the team and inserted it into the company or platoon area , Once
the mission was accomplished, the team was axtracted and placed at the tsctical
command post for employment in another area, This employment technique allowed the
team, and especially the dog, time for rest, provided maximm flexibility to the
Brigade, and furnished aach battaiion with & readily available team when needed,

b. Personnel Detector: The personnel detector or “"People Sniffer”
wws used in an airmobile mode by mounting it in a UH=1D helicopter, During mis-
sions, two gunshipa and one spotter aircraft would accompany the helicopter with
the. personnel detector, As the detector ajircraft flew at tree top level, a
spotter sircraft would fly at approximatlsy 150Q fe:t and dtermine the exact
location of significant readings when notified by personnel in the detector air-
craft, Once an exact location of a significant rending was determined, this
information would be relayed to the battalion in whose area of operatio§tho min=-
sion was being conducted, The battalion commander wruld then d stermine “whether
to engage the target with the tw- gunships, air strikes, artillery or to man-
euver troops into the srsa, When .'tside a battalions are: of operation, gunshipe
with the "Pecple Sniffer" would immediu.ley engage any area of significant read-
ings,

¢, MDaisy Cutters": The Brigade continued to> use ®"Daisy Cutters®,
500-1000 pound bombs with a three foot pipe welded to the fuze, for landing
zone preparation in advance of airmobile assaulting troops, The "Daisy Cutters"
did not erater landing rones; however, they did detonate or expose enamy mines
on the landing zone in the immedl ate vicinity of impact of the bomb.

d, Snipsr Teamo: Many areas of the Brigadels area of operation were
suited for the employment of sniper teams, Much of the low ground in the valleys
wan rice paddy surrounded by hedgerows, Hilla overlooking the rice paddies
were frequently bare of vegatation and provided a commanding view, Units of the
Brigade employed sniper tsams which consisted of one sniper and one spotter,

The sniper was armed with a rifle and scope and the spotter was equipped with
a 20 power scope whieh had a wider field of view than the snip-r scope, Enemy
were sngaged by the teams from distances of L00=1400 meters with success,

e, MIEY Projected Charges- When intelligence indicated that landing
zones were mined by the enemy, the Brigade employed a technique of clesring mines
that used the "Daisy Cutter® and thv MIEd Projected Charge, Once the landing
wone had been prepared bty air strikes and artillery, the initial assault helicop=
ters would land where the “Dmisy Cuttere” had detonated, Aboard each of the in-
itial helicopters would be three infantrymen and two engineers, The infantrymen
would establish security, whils the engine-r employed snd detonated the projectod
cha.ge from the area cleared by the "Daisy Cutters®, Capable of clearing an ares
170 feet long by one foot wide of all mines and exposing any mines fovr fust on
either side of the cleared area, the Projected Charge enables subsequent troop
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units to move off the landing zone with little danger of mines,

f, AN/MPQ= Radar Set: The artillery battalion's organic counter mor-
tar radar was positioned in the area of operation by collocating it with cne of
the firing batteries, The radar was employed in its normal role, but it was also
used on one occasion to guide in a medical evauation helicopter when critically
wourded personnel needed evacuation and weather prevented the helicopter from fly-
ing with its imstruments, The radar operator directed the helicopter to the land-
ing zone, assisted it in making a safe lamding and directed it out of the area of
operation onoe the casualties were aboard,

15, (C) COMM;iNDERS ANALYSIS

a, lessons Learned:
(1) Item: Enemy Pattern of Oparation

(a) Discussion: The methods of operation, location of base
eamps and cachss, and positioning and use of defensive positions very among the
enexmy in differemt areas of operation., Knowing this pattern in‘s particular area
of operation is vital to the successful conduct of combat operations. For in=-
stance, if the initial contacts with the enemy ars made on the military crests of
hills and the enemy is in fortif‘ed positions, it ean be assumed, with a high
degrze of assurance, that the cnemy will be in similiatr positions on other hills
in the ares,

(b) Recommsndation/Jolution: When operating in a new are: of
operation; emphasis should be placed, initial'y, on determining the pattern of
activity of the enemy forces in the area. Once this information is obtained or
informztion indicates otherwise, it can be assumed that the pattern is universal
in the ares-and mothods of operation ean be modified accordingly.

(2) 1tem: Securing landing Zones

(a) Discussion: During or after an enemy contact when amer-
genicy resupply or medical evacu-tion is required, it is not sufficient to secure
only the actual location where the helicopter is to land. The approach into
the larding zone must be also secured,

() Recommendation/Sclution: Commandera must insure that both
the landing zone and approach are secure or be reasonably sure that enemy forces
are not along the apsroach into the landing zone. If it is impossibls to sscure
the aporoach or the enemy situ:tion along the ap-roach is not known, this infer-
mation must be reported so that gunships can ac:ompany the resupply or medical
evacuation helicopter,

(3) Item: Province Reconnaissance Unit

(a) Discussion: When opsrating in areas that are populated
and under enemy .ontrol, a need exists for an ‘indigenous force familiar with the
population and operations of the enemy.

(b) Recommendation/Solution: Province Reconnaissance Units were
employed with the battalions with axcellent results, The units proved exception=-
ally useful when scarching villages and in axtracting informstion fromthe Lxal
population,

(L) "Item: Enemy Returning to Base Camps

(a) Discusajon: The MV.. encountered in the ares of operation
returned to established base comps once Brip-de elements had 8wept the area,
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(b) Recommendation/Solution: To take advantage of this ten-
dency, units of the Brigade employed stay behind forces, or when this-was not pos=-
sible, persistant C5 was imprvgnated into the tmnnsls and bunkers,

(5) Item: Pield Artillery Digital Automatie Computer (FADAC)

(a) Discussion: With the inception and successful utilization
of the Fali.C, a tendency existed to rely cospletely on the computer with conse-
quent adverse effects on the firing batteryt!s manual capability,

(b) Recommendation/Solutien: Each fire direction center main-
t2ins two manual charts, one primary and one check, Additionally, the FADAC is
not used every other day to require fire direction centers to use the manual
method to maintain a proficient manhal capability and to allew service of the

compufer,
(6) 1Item: Defense Against Enemy Mortara

(a) Discussion: When resupply of units is required by helicop-
ter, unit locations are compromised by the flights of resupply aircraft into the
unit, The enemy in the area of operation had and irequently employed mortars
against uriis of the Brigade, inclucing wnits that had not displaced from the
resupply location,

(b) Recommendation/Solution: Resupply of units was cunducted as
rapidly as possitle and the units then displaced to a new location, In addition,
flights in and out of the unit were minimized in an attemgt to decrease the enemy's
ability to pinpoint a unit's location,

b, Commanders Notes:

(1) Operation WHETLER produced the largest number of enemy killed
(by body count) of any single operation conducted by the Brigad. since its arrival
in Vietnam “wenty-eight months ago, The individual rifleman in'the Brigade
proved himself a determined and sid:led fighter against the NVA who wers well
armed and equipped and who did not hesitate to mancuver against and attack units
of the Brigade. Even theugh the Brigade was,at times, fighting battalion and
larger size enemy forces, the real success of the Brigade was being mads by the
small unit leader - the squad leader, platoon leader and company commander, Only
through their capabilities and tactical kmow-how in searching for and finding the
enenty was the Bripade abie to account for over 1100 enemy dead,

(2) Weather and the mountainous terrain combined to make resupply
by helicopter and the corduct of airmobile operations difficult, particularly
during the first week in October when the Brigade was searching for the 2d HVi
Division headquarters., Bec-use of the intense monsoon rains and low clouds, a
large portion of the divisjon headquarters was able to successful:.y escipe into
the mountzins west of the area of operation, When sightings of large numbers of
sampans were made, moving what was believed to be elements of the division,
weather prevented the Brig:de from air ass-ulting and employing gunships or air
strikes, Only Combat Skyspots could be employed in the attack and no agsess=-
ment could e made by units on the ground,

(3) Daring the one three day stand-down period csnducted by the
Brignde during the operation, persomel from the Combat Tracker Team taught
the riflemen of the battalions the techniques of visually tracking the enemy,
In addition the team taught the rifleman the signs being used by the enemy in the
Brigade's arex of operation to indicate cache sites, booby traps and direction
of movement,

16, (C) RECOMMEND.TI.NS

a, Comb-t Tracker Teams: The current Table of Organization and Equip=-
ment (TOLE) for the 9th Combat Tracker Team authorizes the team ten personnel
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trained to operate in two five man sections, The sige of the team 1s not euf.
ficient to support adecuately a serarate airborme brirade with feur jnfantrv bat-
talions conducting counterinsurgency orerations in Vietnam, The veryr ratuere af the
eneny =~ elusive, capable of blerding irto the terrain, difficult to fird — re=
quires that US units have the skill readily available to treack the eremw once’ con-
tact is broken, With only two workable scctions for fovr infsrtry battalions, sv’-
ficiert sections are rot readily avail-~ble for vse when peeded, Tn additior, whep
persornncl of the team beecome casvalties, arc on lesve or PE&P or become aicl, the
sectiors canrot overate effectively becavse toam interritw 48 disrurted wher one
mar is ~bsent, It is recommended thnt the tesam's avtroriged strepsth be ipereaged
to at least twenty cersonncl orgarized irto four five mar sactions. Thia team
size would provide adeauate sunport for the Brigade ard insire tkst a minimm of
three teens wzs always operntional,

b, Visual Trackirg: The biggest vroblem in firbtine the epemv ip Vietnom
is finding him in order to firht hin, / definite need, thercfore, exists at the
rifle platoor level for personnel familinr with snd trnined in the art of vieaalley
tracking the enemy. Many situaticns arisc during orerations wher contaect 18 rmde
with the eremy, several are wounded, and mansee to escame. Blood traile are fol-
lowed because they are relatively easy to locate, but once the eneme hes fime to
bandage himself, the averaze riflem r losgs the trail and the cremv is pot cantured,
A by-product of knowing the principles of trrckine is the sbility to detect ouicklv
things that are out of place or unusunl such as epemv sipns uvsnd to desienate
booby traps, mires, punji pits or other dangers Aahead, It 1s, therfore, recommends

cd that the art of visval tracking be taught to rifleman prior to thetr arrivs) in
Viectnam, -

c, "Daisy Cutters": The "Daisy Cutter" has oroverd to be =n extremelv
effective bomb for landing zone preparation in advance of asssvltinr troons opd
for landing zone construction, It is recommepded that this bamb be stapdnrd fssve
in Vietnam to insur: adeovate supply to fulfill its rerujred use.
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Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Operation After Action Report,
Operation WHEELER (U . '

1, (U} TERRAIN: The area of operation was dominated by rugged
mountains throughout, with numerous hills and low mountains increasing in
hoight to the west, Two rivers, the SONG CHANG and the SONG TRAMH,
afforded natural routes of inflltration and communication as well as one
major rice valley to the north, paralleling the northern boundary of
QUANG TIN Province and the southern boundary of QUANG NAM Province. The
majority of contacts and most enemy fortifications were found on the
heavily vegetated vallsy plopes and never far from the valley floor and
rice crops, thus facilitating food resupply. Dus to increased rainfall,
the SONG "TRANH and SONG CHANG Rivers became major obstacles to ground
movement .

2, (U) WEATHER: The weather affected both ground and air activity
considerably leas than anticipated, Partly cloudy skies with frequent late
afternoon or early evening rainshowers were prevalent and visibility was
generally unrestricted. The enemy exploited the few days of heavy rain,
capitalizing on our limdted air capabuity during inclement weather, The
terperature ranged from a high of 94 degrees tc a low of 72 degrees while
the maximm and minimm humidity was and 46T respectively.

3, (C) AMALYSIS:
a, Intelligence Analysis:

(1) The initia) stages of Operation WHEEIER were character-
ized by small contacts with local force units to include elements of the
72d Local Force Battalion and possibly the "K" VC Local Force campanies,
The hck of contact in the area and significant intelligence to the
west ‘'warranted a change in the area of operation,

(2) Once the Brigade moved west, significant eontacts were
made with elements of the 2d NV. Division which were well trained and
armed with modern cczmunist bloc weapons of the "New Family®", The enemy's
bese campa and storage areas were seldom found high in the mountains or
far from supporting populated aress, Interrogation of local residents
indicated cxtengive enemy control of hamlets within the Area of Operation
with a complex infrastructure of organizations, e.g., Farmers fissociation,
ate, There was continual movement of NVA units through p-pulated areas,
During Operation WHEELER, the NVA, traveling generally in platoon or
larger size units, moved predominately during the early hours of the
morning (0400-0700) and late afterncon-early evening (1700-2200), Using
major high speed trails, enemy units moved six to eight kilometers a
night, Local ‘residents were used axtensively as laborers, to maintain
surveillance of American forces and a2s an early warning facility,
Initially, little information was gained from questioning local civilians;
yot in the latter stages of the operation, information was volunteered by
detainees and local Vietnamese in the area. This change in attitude was
probably due to the heavy labor and rice requireménts levied by NV) units
to support operations, Mumerous rice and weapon caches were found in the
area,

(3) Enemy Offensive Operations: NVA units initiated numerou:
night and daylight attacks invariably supported by heavy supporting fires
of 60m or 8lmm mortars. The enemy seemed to have abundant mortar
ammunition and frequently used 57mm and 75mm recoilless rifles as well as
B-40 rocket launchers, Reports indicated that prior to a planned large
scale attack, shallow graves were prepared for disposal of dead during
withdrawal. The majority of large enemy initiated attacks occurred in late
afternoon and early svening. This was a standard policy of most elements
of the 2d NVA Division and allowed the enemy to withdruw under cover of
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darimess 1t the engagemenf wa&s not in their faver after the first hour,
_This aleo explolited the imerican forces limited air support capability
at night, The snemy exploited periods of inclement weather by initiating
several attacks, confident that the Brigade could not employ air strikes
or aunahips due to poor visibility.

(a) Night mortar attacks were effectiva even when not
followsd by a ground assault, The enemy continued to use both the 50m
and 8lmm mortar for close swpport in the attack, usually 400 meters or
closer to the objective, Sights were seldam used and adjustment was
made either by the gunner or by an observer.close snough to Loth see
the rounds land and to relay the adjustment by voics,

(v} Prior to night attacks, lights were cbserved on
NURerous occasions and weres evidemtly used 4s signals to guide tha.unit,
The enemy's communication capability at lower levels was poor, as
svidenced on several occasions when friendly ambushea remained at tha
same locaticn an ‘entire day and egaged four and five growps nf enexy
on the same trail,

(4) Enemy Defensive Operations: The Brigade area of
operation did not include & major enemy base areay however, fortified
base carps and storage areas wers found, Of the total large bunker
complexes found, the enemy defended only a few. In these instances,
frequent use of outposts and land lins wire communication was noted.
Burkers were mutuslly supporting and well built, Where two bunkers
were employed, one which was uasually well camouflaged would remain
inastive until the friendly unit assaulted the other bunker, and would
then engage with flanking fire,

b. Communication Security: During Operation WHEEIER, a total
of 4,136 telephone tranamissions and 69,913 FM radio transmissions were
monitored. A total of 1,944 man hours wsre spent in sup~ort of Qoeration
WHEEIER, and fifteen security violations were monitored. Types of
viclations and number follows

(1) Disclosurs of classified location: 1
(2) Disclosurs of classified plans: 2
t3) Disclosure of callsigns and.frequencieax 9
(4) Use of unauthorized codes 2
(5) Disclosure of clasaifisd information: 1l

cs Interrogation of Detaineas:

(1) During Operation WHEELIER, all detainses were screened
tially by an interrogation team attached to each battalion, and
finally classified at the 9th ARVN MI Detachment both in interrogations
and document translations,

(2) Discussion: Comparison of the figures for the total
nuber of detairees picked up in the field by the battaliona and the
nuber sent to the Brigade collection poimt indicated that the majority
of these dstainees were baing sent to the Brigede, In many instances,
these detalnees were not knowledgeable and need nsver have come to the
Brigade command post area, Circumstances of capture of these detainees
were, for the majority, not sufficient to indicate any reason for sending
them to the Brigad., Battalions were reminded that all regulations
applicable to the handling pf detainess state thet units in the field are
not to generate refugees. Unless there was good reascn, i,e,, belligerent
acts, sispicious activities, etc,, the detainee should not be sent to the Brigade,
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Inclosurs 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Opsration After Action Report,
Operation WHEELER (U) cont'd

Maximum utilization must be made of advisory personnel and Vietnamese
leaders- at district and province headquarters, National Police, and
other civilian channels,

(3) Each battalion recoived one US irterrogstor, and when
ever were possible, two trained ARVN interrogators, In addition, each
rifla company and reconnaissance element should have an interpreter in
the field, During Operation WHEELER, especially while units worked in
populated areas, the need for irterpreters was acute. In these areas,
due to valuable intelligence to be gained from interrogation of local
civilians, s maneuver element was only rartially combat effective 'without
an interproter, Responsibility for procurement and assigning inmterpreters
falls with the Brigade 3=1, In the past, intelligence nescs had no
oriority for interpreters over S-5 or the psychologlcal warfara section,
and battallions operated with one or two interpreters on seversl occasions.
It is felt that since the primary concern for interpreters lies with the
3=2, procurement and assignment should also become tha Se2 responsibility.

(4) Recommendations:

(a) Units must indoctrinate their msn to complete
the capture data on detaince tags in sufficiermt detail to provide an
intelligence basis for imterrogation and classification, The primary
factor in clagssification is what the detainee was doing at the time of
capture, Such statements as the following are not satiafactory: "Found
on S&D Clearing Operation; Village Sweep”, Battalion S-2's must assume
the responsibility for correcting capture tags before the det:inee is
forwarded, The place of capture must be checked for accuracy and must
indicate the actual point of capturs. In some cases, capture cards wers
prepared at the battalion cammand post and given its location for the
place of capturs of the detainese,

(b) Full utilizetion of the IPW teams at the battalion
level must be mnde, Simple and direct questions at that level should be
ccncerned with answering questions of imediate value to the unit and
early determination of status, Innocent civilians must be identified as
exrly as possible to minimize hardships and facilitate their return to
their village or goverrment control.

(c) Care shouid be taken to insure that materials
captured with detainees are fcrwarded with them for expioitation during
interrogation, These items include radios, money, documents, badges of
rank or military identifying equipment and other items, Such items as
weapons must be reported with the detainee and forwarded as soon as
possible for use in interrogation,

Le (C) S=2 AIR ACTIVITY:

a, Visual Reconnaissance (VR): A major source of intellfgence
during Operation WHEZIER was visusl reconnaissance flown from (-1 aireraft
utilizing aerial obsaervers from the Imagery Interprstation Section, 181
MI Detschment., Reconnaissance missions were flown daily during Operwtion
WHEZIER, and were occassionally limited by prohibitive weather or lack of
aircraft because of maintenance. Usually a substitute alrcraft was
provided by division artillery in these instances, Visual reconnaissance
was flown in areas requested by the battalion S-2's and +n the absence
of specific requests, flown ln areas designated by the “rigade ». 7 or Se2
Air, Coordination was made with each battalion commanc er nrior to
entering his area of dperation, and sightings of immedizte tacticel value
were called directly tb that battalion. Upon completion of the visual
reconnaissancg fljght, dzhriefing was accomplished by the S«2 .ir and a
camplete summary of the visual reconnaissence f1ight included in the air
activity portion of the dally intelligence summery, Visual reconnaissance
uzing an'0-1 was effective, but was somewhat limited by the gyesd of the
aircraft, Curing low level flights, the plane moved too fast for the
observers to effectively search, The enemy's amti-air capatility in the
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Brigcde area of operation, coupled with the shortage of aircraft,
prevented the uge of helicopters for visuasl reconnaissance,

t, '"People Sniffer': "People Sriffer" missions effectively
produced intelligcnce in areas of heawvy vegetion whers visual reconnaissance
was ineffective, It was slso invaluable in determiniig the reliability
of zgemt report, locaticns of enery unita, hospitals or storage aress as
derived froo interr-gation of detzinees or from captured document,
Unfortunately, its coverzge during Operation WHEEIZR was totally inadequate
due to aircraft shortage., & "People Sniffer" mission regquired a minimum of
one JH=ID and two gunships to supvort it, Becsuse of frequent committments
for gunships within the area of operition, "People Sniffer" missicns
were constantly cancelled,

cs Red Haze: Red Haze coverage curing Operation WHEELEZR was
inalequite for 1 number of reasons, Response time to requests was often
too slow to tike tactical advantage of emmissicns. .:1so, the Red Haze
rissions had to be cancelled frequently recause cf weather ccnditicns,
Thirdly, the time necessary for coverage did not allow for a changing
aituation,

d. Discussion: "Fecple Sniffer”, visual reconnaissance, Red Haze
and photo nissicns all served as excellent sources of information.
Intelligence derived frem the above and from ground reconnaissance, and
agent reports 3ll tied in with imterrcgition of prisoners of war and docuent
readoyts which procduced accurate upeto-date intelligence pictures,
Unfortunately, due’to supnort difficulties, predeminately with aircraft,
air activity was not constant; thus the Brirade could not capitalize on
one of the best timely sourcus of intelligence.

5. (C) LCNG K.NCE RFCONNAISS.ANCE DET.CHMEMT: The Brigade Long
Range Reconnaissance Detachment, during Operatisn WHEELIER, was amploysd
within the Brigade area of operation and usually under opsrationsl centrol
of one of the infantry battalions, This was due to the density of large
Wi fopces within the area and the inability to nrovide an immediate
reaction force of significant size, due to complets employment of all
mancuver elemants, The unit was employed effectively as both a mobile
long range target aquisition element, and on stationary. observation posts
with the mission of blecking enerfy movenment through the use of artillery
and air strikes, 7The reed for a second officer in the unit was apparent,
thile the platoon leader led then in the field, no officer in charge of
administration, planning and izplementation of additional or planned
reconn:issance rigsions was available,

6. (C) COUNTERIMIELLIGENCE CPER:TICNS: Counterinteliigence
perszanel aided the Brigade and brttalisn staff in »reparation for the
Anmual Jeneral Inspecticn by conducting inspecticns and recomending
changes, The Counterintelligence Cush ward Frogran for returnees and
local residents resulted indirectly in the capture of 28 weapons and the
disgcovery of 3C tons of rice in various chaches., Document security and
physical security inspections were ccnducted throughout the Brigade with
no significant discrepencies noted, 3ix personnel security investigations
were initiated devcloping thirty -eight leads,

7. (C) ZNEMY LOSSES: The following losses were sustained by the
enemy during Operztion WHESIER-
TOTAL WITH TOTAL IN

a, Porgonnelr WHEELER JMERICAL . COURTRY
KIx (C) vC/ma 793/312 2405 5961
KLi (P) vC/tw. 26/0 133 06
M vC/t s2/8 135/3¢ o]
CIVIL DEFEITANTS 63 164 Unk
FETURIEES 1 15 IX]
DETALIEES L5 2912 5234,
BODY/PIB RITIO 6:1 4.0:1 3.8:1
Ei./Fip KILL R.TID 8,3:1 9.1:1 $.3:]

14
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b, Weapons: Total = Individual - 186 Crew Served
M1 Carbine 23 M'S 36 10
M16 1 Mosin Nagant 12
Ml Rifle 8 SKs L7
je 3 1 Mauser 1l
M=72 LAW 2 AK=47 &1
Thompson SMG 1 MaT 49 6
French SMG 2 R]PD 20
Russian Carbine 1 DMP IMG 2
7.62 Type 51 1 B=40 RL 5
P=38 1 Chicam 75tm RR 4
K-l 3 Flame Thrower 1

¢, JAmueunition:
Small ‘\rms 2870 81m Mortar 10
50 Cal 230 82m Mortar 40
12,7 4L,00 Chicom Claymore 3
B-4C Rockets 15 Bouncing Betty 2

Mines

&0rm Mortar n Blasting Caps 715
57m RR 1
75mm RR 6

d, Pood Stuff:
Rice: 198,7 tons
Salt: 5 tons

e, Installations:
Base Carps
Fertified Bunkers = Hut cotplexes = 14

f, Signal
2 Transistor radios

2. Miscellanous

731 1bs Marijuana

Medical Supplies

100 entrenching tool heada
13 Sanpans destroyed

10 Sanpans damaged

1 Japansse typewriter

1 Yypewriter, German made (Vietnamese characters)

1 Drill press

4 Night sighting deviess for 75 RR
78,300 piasters

1 - 12,7 HMG carrage w/wheels

1 Inclosure:

TAGD A

= Order of Battls
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PRECEDING PAGE BLANK=NOT FIIMED

COVE/DEATI AL
T.B .. (Order of Battle) to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Cperations
After dction Report, Cperation WHEELER (U)

1, (C) VvC/NVA ORDER OF R.TTLE
a, NV. Units

(1) The largest known unit operating within the tactical
areas of responsibillty was the 2d North Vietnamess \rmy Division:

(a) Headquarters clement (approximately 200 personnel),
(b) Two NV.. Regiments (approximitely 2,100 personneci).

e} Flve NV. Support Battalions (appraximitely 1,16C
personnol),

(d) One VC Main Force Rcgiment (approximitely 1795
personnel).

(?) The 3d MVi Regiment was operating nt a reduced
strength of approximately 1,100 due to heavy losses taken during Marine
Operations UNION I znd II, from .pril to early June 1967, COrganized
ints three battalions (lst, 2d and 3d), these units werc considered
margzinally combat effective, The rcgiment was located in the viecinity

(3) The 21st NV.\ Repgiment was organized into three battalions
(11th, 22d and 33d) and a headquzrters clement with a total strength of
1,000, Although operating ot reduced strength, the unit remained
marginally corbat effective., The 22d Dattalion, 21st Regiment was
contacted in 2arly Jugust during Operntion BENTON, The regiment was
located in the vieinity of RT 1728,

{4) The GK~30 Sirnal Battalion, GK-40 Engineer Battalion
and GK=31 Anti .ireraft Bottalien provided combat support for the 24
¥V Division, The combined strength of supporting battalions was
approximtely 1,160, It was unlikely that the units would operate as
battalions since they normally supnorted the regiments with company
size elements,

b, VC Main Foree Units,

(1) The one Main Force Regiment (1st VC Regiment) was
subordinate to the 2d NV. Uivision with a strength of approximitely
1795 which was distributed among a headquarters element and three
hattaldons (40th, 50th and S0th). Due to losses incurred during Operction,
K.IHUER and an irflux of new personnel, this regiment was considered
mar 3inally corbat effective, The regiment was located in the vicinity
of 3T 0625,

{2) The 70th VC Main Force Battalion was subordinate to
QU..NS WM Province Headgquarters.
¢, VC Local Force Units,

(1) The 72d local Force Dattalion was believed to be
aparating in the vicinity of BT 1324 with an estinmited strength of 29C,

{2) ‘There were saven local Force Companies belicved to
r.ting in the vieinity of our tnctical area of coperation or within
reiry dist-nce. These unita were believed to be loecatel as followst

(a) 74th Local Force fompany = BT 2407
(b) 70bLh Local Force Corpany = BT 3113
(c) K=51 Locnl Force Company - DT 1536
leA=1
raaa te  COMFIDEXNTIAL
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T.B A (Order of Battle. to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to Cozbat
Operation after nction Report, Operation WHEELER (U) cont'd

(d) K=52 local Force Compary - BT 1608
(e) K=53 local Force Company = BT 3111
(£f) K-54 lecal Force Company = BT 2225
(g) K-55 Local Force Company - BT 1434

d. Base .recs: There was no base area within the ersea of
orsration,

2, (C) ORDER OF BATTLE FINDINGS /iMD SUMMARY IN THE OPERATIONAL AREA:
a, Units nt contacted were:

(1) The 2d NVA Divisicn Headquarters, GK=31 Anti Adrcreft
Battalicn, GK-32 Recoilesa Rifle-Battalion, 70th Battalion, QUANG HCA
Provincial Unit, 3d NVA Regiment, 90th Battalion lst VC Regiment.

(2) Elements of the 724 Battalion,

(3) Prisoner of war and documonts captured indicated
the ™ resence of the GK-30 Signal Battalion and Gi=33 Mortar Battalion
in the area of operation, Two Prisoners of war from the GK-30 Sigmal
Battalion and the GK-33 Morter Battalion died from wounds, No signi-
ficant comtact with those units-was verified,

b, Units Contacted:

(1) On 29 September 1967, Company C, 2d Battalion (Air-
borne), 327th Infsntry and Company C, 2d Dattalion (iirborne), 502d
Infantry engaged an estimsted company size unit in khakis, Friendly
units employed artillery and gunships, Information cbtained from doc-
unerts captured indicated this unit was possibly an elememt of the 60th
Battalion, lst W Regiment, The.A0th Dattalion was then believed to
ta in the vicinity AT 6627.

(2) The ARVN Reconnsissance Cogpany operating with the 24
Battalion (iirborne}, 5024 Infantry engaged an estimated plstoon sized
unit on 30 September 1957, possibly an elemenmt of the 1st VC Reginent,

(3) On 2 Cctober 1967, Corpany B, 24 Battalion (Airborne),
5022 Infantry engaged & reinforced NVA platoon with the aid of gun~
87ips and artillery., This unit was possibly an element of the 60th
Cattslion, 1 VC Regiment,

(4) ©Cn 3 Cctober 1967, Company ., 2d Battalion (iirborne),
32th Infantry engaged an NVA Battalion in fortified positions. The
enexyy employed 60rm and 62mm Mortars and 12,7mm heovy machine guns, &
Chieu Hoi Returnee confirmed this unit to be the 221 Dattalion, 2lst
Regimert.. The 22d Battalion was then believed to te in the vicinity
ar 1329,

(5) Cn 6 Cctober 1967, Compeny C, 2d Battalion (Airborns),
502d Infantry engaged an estimated enamy platoon in tiger fatigues car-
rying an M-6C machine gun, The company employed gunships and artillery,

(6) Cn & Cctober 1967, Company C, 2d Cattalion (Airbornas),
327th Infantry recelved 2 heavy mortar and ground attack from an ese
tirated reinforced compeny employing 82mm mortars, Cospany &, 2d Bat-
talion (Airborne), 327th infantry engoged with artillery while Compaty B
anrd the Retonnaissahce Platocn of the Battalion maneuvered to aseist,

N2 positive identity w2s obtained; however, it was helieved to be alements

of tha lst V¢ Regiment acting 1s a screening force for 2d NV, Division
Headquartera lscated t~ tho west.

leA=2
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T2 A (Ordor of Battle) to I closure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat
Operation After iction Report, Operation WHEELER (U), conttd

(7) <n 9 October 1967; Camparny C; 2d Battalion (Aire
borne), 327th Infantry attacked the 33d Battalion Headquarters; 2lat z
W, Reginent on two cides, The rosults of the engagement identified :
the units as elerents of the 2lat Regiment, °n 11 October 1967 a Hol i
Chanh captain confirmed this unit as the 33d Dattalion Headquarters
of the 21lst Regirment, 2d WN/: Division, The 334 Dattallon was then
believed to be in the vicinity of CT 7125,

(8) <n 15 ‘ctober 1567, the Comm-nd Post, lst Oattalion
(Airborne), 327th Infantry and Company i, 2d 3attalion (/.irborne),
327th Infantry recelved a mortar and ground attack in vhich grenades
and satchel charges were used, This enery unit was telleved to be
elements of the Gi=40 Engineer Dattalion Swpport, Thre G¥=40 Engineer
Tettalicn vas believed to be in the vicinity of 2T 0315.

(9) <{n 11 November 1967, Curpany C, 2d Dattalisn (Aire
bsrne), 327th Infantry cngaged an estimated NVA company and employed
artillery, air strikes and gunships, Documents captured identified
this unit to be the LOth Dattalion, lst VC Kegiment, located at T 9524,

3., (C) Pricndly cperations initinted during C(peraticn WHEELER re-
duced the enery's combat effectivenass considerably nnd inflicted heavy
losses in the areas of weapsns, fosd and manpower, The enery was forved
to split into small units to avoid decisive contact and to attempt to
regreup in safer areas, As a resuit, the cnemy's capability to con-
duct large operatiocns was extremely limited and fewer decisive asttacks
are likely for several months, (NCTSt It is estimated that approx-
iretely cne third of the 2d NVA Diviaion beczme cagualties, either
killed or wcounded 3 however, not all enermy units of the division were
contacted),

4, (C) CRG.NTZATICN, DISPIUSITION MDD STHREMGTH

LUNIT AKA STPEIGTH oo L2CATICH
23 VN Div TRUWS 2 4500 M MINH AT 9032

Ndl A

I
1s% VG Regt TONG TRUTMIG 1300 LTC NUYGEN AT 8725
Worksite viN TRI
4Oth On, 1st 80th Bn THAEH 250 JIEN AT 952
V2 Hogt %1
£0th On, lst PHCHNG HAX 25¢ Mid HIANG AT 9027
VC Zemt &th on
73th Dn, lst TRHG S0 70 3 WM Unk
VC kegt Tiger Bn
9Cth DOn, 1st TE NG 5N 210 25C NAEN TIEN AT 9429
Ve Fegt THMH TRUC nerg
21st MV Regt UONG TRULNG 21 1500 Mg SAMND 8T 1331
workaite 21
11th 2n, 213t 1lth VWorksite 250 rT WYEN nT 9523
Aegt 80th 3n, U.YC MATI LN LN
224 2n, 2is.  79th Inm, 220 1LT GL'S LT 12329
VC het O T o A
33d fn, 21st ATtk On, 255 *°T CAMM OT 1630
VC Kegt viorkshot 13
3d L Gt ¢ TRy G 3 1720 AT 9827
3lat liggt
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T AKA

lst Bn, 3d CCNG TRUONG )

Regt X-1

2d Bn, 3d Regt XUONG HAL
X=2

34 Bn, 3d Regt Factory #3
X~3

GK-30 Sig Bn  RQ 23 Bn
HiM TV 2/C

GK=40 Eng Bn RQ 2., Bn

CK=33 Arty En RQ 33 3n
7th Bn

70th Bn, 4LO0th X-~70 Company

Sapper Bn 7th Company

72d VCLF 3n X=72
HAI CONG

K-57 VCLF Bn 107

K=52 VCLF Co C=~73, A,13

K«$3 VCLF Co  &,L4, L0 Co

K-54 VCLF Co (=73, 4,16

K-55 VCLF Co  Flying Tiger
A=Z1; PHI PO
A=2)

74th VCLF Co  X-74

70th Sapper Co

C ON FIOZ

290

65
150
90
130
100

50
50
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co LOCATI'N
AT 9938
AT 9936
AT 9736
Unk
AT 9436
At G438
DUCC Unk
Cal BT 2126
KHZA OT 2041
Unk Unk
Unk BT 2812
HING oT 2826
Unk BT 1136
THAH Unk
Unk DT 2415
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TAD A (Order of Battle) to Inclosurs 1 (Intelligence)} to Combat
Operation After Action Report, Operation WHEEIER (U), cont'd

UNIT AKA STREMITH e
1st Bn, 3d CONG TRUCIG 1 300
Rogt X-1
24 9n, 3d Regt XU:MC HAI 300
X-2
3d Bn, 3d Regt Factory #3 300
X=3
0K=30 Sig Bn RQ 23 Mn 250
M TU 2/C
GK-40 Eng Bn  RQ 24 Bn 300
GK=33 Arty Bn RQ 33 3n 250
7th n
70th Sn, 40th X-70 Company 90 DucC
Sapper Bn 7th Company
724 VCLF On X=72 290 CAD
HAT CTNG
K=57 VCLF Bn 107 65 KHCA
Ka52 VCLF Co C-73, A.13 150 Unk
K=53 VCLF Co a4lL, 14O Co X Unk
K=5L VCLF Co Ce73. A,16 130 HONG
K-55 VCLF Co Flying Tiger 100 Unk
A=21; PHI PC
A=21
7th VCLF Co  X=74 50 THANH
70th Sapper Co 50 Unk

pTHT A

LOCATI'N
AT 9938

AT 9936

AT 9736

Unk

AT 9436
AT 9438

Unk

BT 2125

BT 2041
Unk

BT 2612
BT 2826
BT 1136

DT 245
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Phase IV-Operation WHEEL:X
6-25 Novenmber 1967
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’5? Inclosure 3 (Personnel and administration) to Combat Operations ifter
Astion Report, Operati:n WHEELER (U)

t, (C) UNIT STREMGTHS:
a, Deginninc of Operation WHGLELER:

(1) The Brfgade personnel strengths at the beginning of
Operation WHELIER were as follows:

Anthorized ugmented (MTOE) 4,368
Assigned L858
Present fa Duty L4,23
Alrhead = CHU L\I 3537
Base Camp = PHAli 2ANG 886
Not Present for Duty L35

(2) The assigned strength was 112% of the augmented suthorized
strengths, The present for duty strength was 101% of the augmented
authorized strength,

3) Uf the not present f{or duty strength, LO were intransit,
173 were TUY/SD status, 205 on leave, 10 in romfinement, ! missing,and
6 AWOL,
b, Conclusiun of Oparation WHE.LZR:

(1) 1he Brigade pers.nnel strengths at the c:nclusicn o.
Operation WHELIZR were as follows:

#*#iuthorized Augmented (MTOE) 5187
Assigned 5534
Present for Duty 5197

Adrhead - CHU LAI 2R91
Dase Camp - PHAN Ri.NG 2306
Not Fresent for Duty 337

(2) The assigned strength was 107% of the augmented .authoriz:d
s.rength,

(3) Of the net pr-sent for duty strength, 13 were intransit,

170 were on TDY/SD status, 140 on leave, B in confinement, 1 missing,
and § AW'T'LQ

¢. Teplacemonts received during Operation WHEELER were assigned
to subordinate units as follows:

1-327 3 112 2-320 & N3
2-327 [ 55 Spt Bn 6 78
2-502 11 32 Sep Co 18 9L
3-506 2 40

d, Total replacements reccived during Operation WHEELER were 557,

2, (C) CiSUALTIES: * Casualties for Operati'n WHEELIr were as follows:

@iT L VHA
HHE L¥P 3 8
1-327 16 86
2-327 53 117
2502 40 179

# 3¢ Iattaldion (Airborne), 506 Infantry Joired the Bpigade on 25 Oct 67,
; Downgradid at § year Intervals

3-1 Dreelessifivd after 18 years
DOD DIR 520010
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Inclosure 3 (Personnel and Administration) to Combat (perations After
Action Report, Operation WHEELR (U)

UNIT

g

2-320

A=2~17 Cav

A.326 Engr

181 MI Det

42 Inf (Scout Dog)
20 Chem Det

501 34g

Spt Bn

-
—

I QOQQO-O

W

TOTAL

8

3, (U) PERSONNEL PROGRAMS:

a. A HRed Cross representative, assigned to the tst Brigade,
101st Airborne Division, was present at all times in the forward area
of operation; origade persomnel alsc had access to the Americal Division
Red Cross office in CHU LA,

b, The imerican Red Cross Center in PHiN RANG had a total
attendance of 19,181 during Operation WHEGLER,

¢, Clubmobile visits during Operation WHELLER were 111,
(1) Total attendance at clubmobile visite was 6,247,

{2) The clubmobile unit travelled 1,262 miles and soent
L5 hours and 50 mimutes in vehjcular and air travel to accomplish their
mission,

d, The Chaplain Section moved by convoy to CHU Lil. The
Chaplain Section plan for the operation was to consolidate the billeting,
logistics and counselling facilities for all chaplains in one area, This
provided more effective coordination and control of all chaplain facilities.

(1) Services were held in the tactical area of operation.
Companies and at times, platoons received religious services in the
tactical area of operation at least once every seven days, BErigads
headquarters and vach battalion area had Protestant and Catholic services,
Transportation was provided the Jewish persormel for their High Holiday
services at Di NANG. Total number of religious services held during
Operation WHEELER was 257,

(2) The Brigade Chaplain held services for the lst Battalion, 35th
Infantry in their area of operation when they wcre under operational
control to the Drigade,

(3) The Brigade regulation on memorial services wus re-
written during this operation,

4, (U) PEASONNEL PL/NMNING: The Adjutant General branch provided
the following services during Operation WHEEL.R:

a, There ware 2,638 awards processed during Operation

WHEELER
Distingyished 3ervice Crosses 3
Distinguished Flying Crusses 1
Silver Star 63
Soldier's Medal 11
Bronze Star for Valor 228
ARCOM for Valor 120
32

L ATy DL AT LSS L

3s

yo

.y




"b C OMNFIDRLEAL T /9L

Inclosure 3 (Persomnel and Administration) to Combat Operati ons After
Action Report, Operati.n WEZLTR (V)

air Medal for Valor 15
Leglon of Merit 2
Bronge 3tar (Meritorious) 266
Air Modal (Meritorious) 244,
ARCOM (Meritorious) 0b
Purple Heart 240
ciB 870
oMB 69
Parachute Wing 32

b, Administrative Services Division provided daily courier service
to the forward area in addition to its normal functisna of distribution of
external and internal messages, control of suspenses, reproduction service,
control of forms, Brigade Classified Repoeitory, preparation of finalieed

general, special and letter ord:rs and control of Brigade ragulations
and staff memorandums,

¢, Personnel management branch g ve two courtesy Pre-IG inspecti.ns
to a1l subordinste units of the Brigads.

d. Records branch conducted rec-rds checks during the Drigade
stand down and placed special emphasis on records maintenance during this
period, There were 1,666 recurds in-processed and £33 records were out=-
processed,

e, Parsunnel actions branch pr cessed 971 leaves, congreseicnal
inquiries, smecial cases, applicatione for RA appointment helicopter
training and Warrant Officer appointments, OCS, and direct commissiens,

£, AG casualty branch processed the following during Operation

WHEELFR ¢
Xilled Hostile Action 120
Died of Wounds L
Wounded Hestile .iction 465
Killed Non-hostile Action 11
Miscellaneous Injuries 76
B- 4G reenlistment processed the following during Operation
WHE-LER:
Reenlistments 95
School Applications 29
InCountry /\seignments W2
ETS Extensions of R. Personnel 21
ETS Extensions of .US Personnel 3

h, The postal aection, during Operation WHEILIR, received and
dispatched 1,393 pouches and sacks of mail with g total weight of 48,125
pounds, Incoming mail, with a total of 7,989 sncks and rouches, wus
procesaed, The weight of the incuming —ail was 190,588 pounds, Transit
dats on mail is as follows:

Number, of days mail was received and average transit time:

AIR MATL 1ST CLASS SURPACE
95 N/A. é
ha6 days 6,42 days 27 daye
i. Pinanos division activities during Operati.n WHEELER encompassed
the following:
3-3
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Inclosure 3 (Personnel and Administration) to Combat Operations After
Action Report, Operation WHEELER (U)

(1) Total payments prepared weres 23,501,

(2) Total cash disbursed was $2,464,272.43.

(3) Total checks written was 8,426

(4) Total dollar amounts of checks was $4,321,657,53.

(5) The finance officer and deruty finence officer conducted
vaycay onerations in the tactical area »f overation providing direct
financial advice to the needs »f the paratroover,

(6) Tho smooth integration of the Pinance Records of the
3d Battalion (Adrborne), 506th Infantry with those of the Brigade was
the direct result of axcellent prior coordination on the part of the
Finance Division, 1st Brigade and the Finance Division, 101st Airborne
Division,

J. The post exchange cunducted $442,548.91 worth of retail
business during Operation WHEELER. The "Mobile FX" was sent to the
forward area from PH/N RING during the October stand down and was
received very favorably by the troopers. Sales succeas was encoursg ing.

k. Judge idwocate General activities during Operatisn WHEELER
were as follows:

ty An average of 10 personnel were seen daily for legal
assistange,

2, During Operation WHEELZR the following court martials
were processed:

CENSRAL SFECIAL SUMMARY
3 22 14
3=
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Inolosure I (Logistics) to Combat Operstions After Action Report, Cpere
ation JHEELER (U)

1, {C) Concept of Supportt

a, Jeneral: External lodstical support for the forward elee
ments of the _rigade was provided by the 1Sth Support srigade, AMBRICAL
Division and the 80th General Support Group, 1st Logistical Command.
Internal logisticel support was orovided Ly the Brigade's érganic support
battalion,

b, Field Trains: All classes of supply and s.rvices were pro=
vided by the field trains consisting of a Forward Support Eleumt of the
Support. Battalion and battalion trains elements, The Forward Supporf.
Klenent provided all classes of supply to the collocated battalion trains
which, in turn, supplied the rifle companies exclusivaly by air lines of
commundcation direct froi the field trains location,

ce Combat Trains: During the early portion of Operation WHERLER,
rasuppl;: to the forward corpanies was effected directly from the field
ns location. This required an average of thirty minutes flight time
one way, With the beginning of the monsoon seeson resup>ly fran the field
traing became mxtremely difficult duo to the unprodicata-le weather,

-Stockage of the tactical command post/firebuse locations were accorplishied
“in an attempt to cut down the flizht time.to the rifle companies. When

the weather became clear emouzh to effect resupply, utilization of combat
trains cut down the helicopter flight time to one quarter cf that required
to fly from the field trains orea.

de rorward Supnly Pointss

(1) G.neral: Two Forward Sup ly Pointa were established dure
ing Operation WHEELER in an atiempt 4o shortean lines of co.smunication and
thereby cut down to & mirdmum the air time of Army rotary winz resupply
missions, Both Forward Supply Points were limited in nature, containing
stockage of only the es-.antials: Class I (Meal Combat Individual), Class
III, Class V, water and fast moving II & IV,

(2) TIEN P'UC: The Forward Support Element established a
Porward Supnly Point containing Class V (without artillery emmunition),
Class I, fast moving Class II and IV, engineer water point, and a limited
6000 gallon helicoptur refuel and rearm point. Resupply of tha Forward
Supply Point was accomplished b; C123 and C7A aircraft. Problems were
encountered in maintaining the required stocxage at the Forward Supply
Point due to lack of space, nonavailapility of aircraft, and bad weather
wiich damaged the airfisld and l1.dited the nurber of airc-aft sorties,
Attampts were made %o stock the Forvard -Supply Point by CHe47 helicoptars
but they were unsuccessful due to 2 low priority and the li ited nwiber of
sircraft aveilable, Evantually, it was decided to chan_e the concept of
the Forward Supply Point fram ane of five days supply to ome for . .ur uncy
resurply only, Wo:ther i rove’ ot tho onl of the o.arctia pcerdttin:
tho stocknjo to he built \p 222in throu ‘h C7i sorties.

(3) TAM XYt A Forward Supply Pbint was eciablished at TAM KT
by the 15th Support Brizade to effect roesupply of the lst 7Jattalion, 3Sth
Infantry and the 2nd 3attalion (Airborna),32th Artillery, Due to the large
mabder of rounds and weizht of ammnition required to resupply the batteries,
and vecayse of limited airlift, resupply to TIEN PHUOC with artillery ame
munition was impossible. TAH KY, on the other hand, could be resuspMed
by truck corvoy. Subsequent airlift from that location cyt air time te
battery positions ta half of that required to resupply directly fram CHU LAI,
The Forward Supply Point was effective until the Arrival of the monsoon
season vhen flooding pravented furthor stockage'of artillery aigmnition,
This problem was solved by sending & convoy to TANl KY every morning and
1ifting the previously slunz ammunition from the SiP trailers to the fire-
base by CH=L7 helicopter.

‘Downgraded at 3 year Intervals
L1 Declasaified after 18 years
DOD DIR 5200.10
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Inclosure L (Loglaties} to Combat Upaerations After Aaction Roport, Opor-
ation WHEELER (U)

2, (C) Matarial and Servicesi

a, Supplys

: (1) Clasa Is ' "Moal, Combat, Indi¥idual® formed the bulk of
all Class I consuted during the oparation, "A® rations were fri vhen oone
ditins pemmitted and ®A® ration smplemonis for *C" rations were readily
availabla, No significant shortapes were sncountered, Total Class I re=
tions issuod was 259,920 and total weight was 479,7 short tons,

(2) Class I and It The ulic of Class IT and IV items used
by the Drigade was drewn through the S4th Supply and Service attalicn,
AMERICAL Support Cammand. Shortiges included small sizcd fatigues, ponoho
liners, ruck sacks and, on ococaslun, bunker material, Thc X rge volume of

‘enemy mortar fire receivod into ths battalinn tactical cuammand posts created

& demand for bunkor metcrial whish, at times, oxceaded rosourcos. A total
of 227 short tons of Class II ay IV was :issued to the forwurd clamenta,

A (3) Class INI+ Tiw 221st $upply and Service Canpamy provided
all types of Closs XIII im suffi9iant quantitias to support logistical and
tectionl operstions. .The Srig2do drow a total of 327.3 short tans of Class
III and no problems wore oncowr tored,

(4) Class V& Tha 205th Ammunition Platoon supplied the Dri-
~~de with all Class Vitomse “hors whers no significant prcblems or shorte
rze8, Tho Drigade used a total, 1556,2 short tons of Class Vo

(5) Water: Potahlo water was availablé from two woter points
on CHU LAI poste In adition, Cxmpeny A, 326th BEngineer Battalion (itrborme)
extablished water pointe at TL¥ FHUOC agd TAM KY. During the operation,
t'ie Brigade was 1asued 250 gal .on collapyible water drums, These drums
1Toved to be much more adaptebae to air movament that the LOO gallon wator
t.~ilere.

b, Maintenances Dirict support malntenance was providod by the
138th Maintenance Cattalion trreugh the yaintenance cot-«chaunt of the Fore
ward Swport Elament. Maintenance problem included nonavailability of
major assemulies which rosultod in salvage of the ond items 4L Irigade
Ccmpand Maintenance ManAgement Inspecticy team was formed an all forward
wiits wore inspected during materiol r.adiness stendedown periods,

c» Transportations

(1) Vehiculart Due to the 3rigade's static nosition, vehe
icular transportaticn was utilikcd ~nly for routins runs in the base aroa,
Conveys wero dispatched daily to move sling loads of ammunition tc TAM KY.
Vehicular support was furnished by tho 163rd Transportation Companye

(2) Alr: United States Air Force C123, C130, C7A, 2nd Army
ivution CH-U7 and UH-1D aireraft rrovidad airlift sppport for the cntire
cprration, A daily €123 shuttle between CHU LAI and “HLN RANG was sch-
o’uled in direct support of the Tirigade, Three airlifts wore conducted at
the close of the operaticn o the 23, 2hth and 25th of November 1967,
moving three infantry battalions and thres artillery batteries, The z2ire
1lift required oight sortias to move the 2d Dettalion (Airborne), 502d Ine
fantry with its direct support artillery battery, cight sorties to move the
2d iattelion (Airborne), 327th Infantry with ite direct swpport artillery
battcry, and nine sortics to move tre 1st lattalion (Adrborne), 327th In-
fantry with its direct sup-ort artillery battery and counter-mortar radar,

L-2
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Incleoture 4 (Logistics) to Cambat Operations After Action Report, Oper-
ation WHEZLER (U)

(3) Soas At the close of the operation, & sealift was cone
dustod to PHAN RANG with the Forward Support Elementj battalion trainsp
Headquart.ra and Headquarters Battery, 2d Jattalion (Airborma), 320th Are
till-e7; Troop A, 2d Squadron (Adrborme), 17th Cavalary Company 4, 326th
Bngineor Dattalion {(Airborne)j and irigade Headquarters and Headquarters
Company. The move required a total of eight Landing Ships, Tank (LST).

de Othar Sarvicesr Graves Registration and Quartermaster laundry
and bath services wore available fram the 221st Supply and Service Company,

3, (C) Medical Services

.a, GOecnerals Ir.gade melical olemants were employed in their cone
ventional unit and area swpport roles, Each battalion established and opere
ated an aid station in the general viocinity of its tactioal command post,
Tha 2rigacde Medical Camany operated & forty bed medical facility at the
Jrigade forward command post at CHU LAI,

by Hospitalisation and Evacuation: Casualties weru evacuated
from field locations to the 2d Surgical Hospital for treatments Those case
ualtles that could be returned to duty within three to five cays were re=
leased to the 3rigade Mecdical Company and casualties that required more
extensive cere were furthor evacuated to the 67th or 8Sth Evacuation Hos=
pitals located at QUI NHONe During pericds of peak casualty loads, it
became neccssary to treat some patients at the rear by 1lst Marine Hospital,
The lst Marine Hospital was augmented with ocur professional and paramedical
personnel,

C. Aeramedical Evacuations Initially this support was provided
by the 4$8th Air Ambulance Campany; it was subsequantly assigned to the
L5th Medical Detactmont (Helicopter Ambulance)s At times, medisal shipe
wero positioned at forward supply Lases for prampt response to medical
evacustion requirements, This techmique was employed when tha turn around
time was sonsicered axssssives.

d. Medical Staticticss

(1) Eilled Hostile Actiont 124
(2) Wounded Hostilc Actiont Lés
(3) Non Hostile Injuriass 89

(4) Significant Iiseasess

(a) Gastroenteritis 85
(b) Upper Respiratory Infection 12
{c) Nouro Pesychiatric Conditions 17
{d) HRepotitis 10
(e) Malaria 267
(£) PFever of Unknown Origin 162
(g) Dermatitis 80
(h) Amedbicsis 20
(1) Feot Proolems 18

L3
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Inclosurs 5 (Chemical) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operat ion
WHE:LER {U) '

1, (C) General: Chemical combat support activitiss conducted in support
of Brigade tactical units can be catergorized as fol'ows;

a, Bmployment of riot control agent (S in grounc and air assault
operations,

b, Flams warfare
¢, Tunnel denial operationas
d, Destruction/contamination of enemy rice and salt caches,

e, Employment of manpack personnel detector in san intelligence gather-
ing role.

2, (C) EXECUTION:
a, Aerial employment of riot control agemd C3;

(1) On 21 September 1967 Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborme), 5024
Infantry made contact with an unknown sige enemy force in bunkered positimse,
Several tactical air and artillery etrikes were called on the enemy vositions;
however the company cont-nued to receive heavy automatic weapons fire, On
<2 Jeptember at 1000H persistent riut control agent €3 was employsd against the
enemy utilizing the 2,75 inch rocket pod (modified) attached to a UH-1D helicop-
ter, A total of 890 CS grenades were dropped on the enemy nosition in six low
level passes over the target area., The entrenched NVA immediatuly evacuated their
bunkers and began fleeing to the west in an attempt o' break contact, Tactiecal
eir and artillery were used against the fleeing enemy.

(2) oOn 28 3eptember 1967 Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d
Infzntry made contact with a entrenched enemy force, During the contact a total .
of 696 C3 grenades were dropped on tne enemy positions in four low level passes
over the target area, o

(3) on 10 October 1967 Company C, lst Battalion (Airtorne), 327th
Infantry pursued an unknown size enemy force into a hamlet commlex which cone
tained several bunkera and was surrounded by a trench system, Prior to asaault-
ing the enemy positions & total of 890 C3 and 462 smoke grenades was dropped
gpproximately 50 meters upwind of the hamlets, The CS and smoke drifted over the
target area immedistely causing the enemy to e vacuate their trenches and bunkers
while the smoke screened the Infantry company during their assault,

) 0n 12 October 1967 Company A, 1lst Battalion (Adrborne), 327th
Infantry roceived sniper fire from several anipers tkroughout the morning, ~Arte
illery was called into the general area from which the spiper!s were firing, with
negative results, At 1300 hours 632 3 grenades were dropped from & low
£lying UH-1D helicopter in five passes over the t-rget area, The sniper fire
ceased and Company A contirued its assigned mission,

b, Contamination/destruction of rice cachess Of the total rice tonnage
captured by tactical elements of the Brigade, 49.6 tons were located in areas that
were inaccessible to helicopters to effect evacuation; or due to the tactical
situation, could not be extracted, This rice was destroyed by engineer and chem-
ical personnel by se-ding the caches with C3 and then scattering it throughout the
area using cratering charges, A total of 893 pounds of bulk CS=powder were
utiliged in these operations,

c, Flamethrowers: Two flamethrow:rs were utilized by Comparny A, 2d
Battalion (Airborme), 502d Infantry ageinst two enemy bunkers, The operations
were successful,

d, Flame Fleld Pxpedients: Fougasac employnents were constructed
at the tactical command post of the 1lst Battalion (airborne), 327th Infantry

Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
Declassified after 18 years

' DOD DIR 520010
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Inclosure 5 (Chemical) to Combat Operations after Action Report, Operation
WHEELER (U)

and 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry, Five emplacements were constructed on likely
avenue of approachss to the 1lat Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry tactical
comrand post, PFour were constructed for the lst Battalion, 35th Infantry, All em=
placemants were rigged ror command detonation,

e, Manpack Personnel Deteotor ("People Sniffer®)s During Operation
WHESLER the ®"People Sniffer" was employed to gather intelligence informstion,
Thirty~three missions for a total of 46 hours were flown with UHsl series helicop-
ters, Significant reading were immedistely pravided to the Battalion and Brigade
S-2 and the Artillery fire support coordinator, Many of the "People Sniffer®
readings wers incorporat.d into the srtillery Harassirg and Inte.diction fire
phl"..

(1) %n the conduct of "People Sniffer™ operstions, four helicopters
were utilized: Two UH=1D helicopters (one serving as the "People Snif "er" and
the other served as the recording/extraction helitopter in the event the "People
Sniffer " nelicopter was forced down) and two gunships, The sniffer ship flew at
tree top level at speeds up to one~hundred kmots, The recording/axtraction ship
followed about 500 meters behind the f%spiffer" and at an altitude of 1000 to 1500
fest, The gunships followed at altitude and speed sa they tould suopart the
"People Sniffert®,

(2) Two machines were used on each missions & hot spot was only
recorded when both machines registered a msximum reading.

3. LESSONS LEARNED

a, Manpack Personnel Detector ("People Sniffers®) are a reliable intel-
ligence gathering ssurce, °

b. Combined C3/smoke grenade missions can be effectively cohducted in
support of assaults of bunkered poxitions and fortified VC/NV: hamlets,

¢, NonePersistent riot control agent CS can be utilired to reduce enemy
fire when snipers are well concerled and only their general location known,

5.2

C érn IS P TS S o

42

3




CONFIDENTIRL

Incloture 6 {CGivil Affairs) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation
WHEELER (U)

1. (C) MISSION: The civil affairs mission was to control and coordinate:
a. Refugee Hovernent
b. Food Extraction
¢+ Medical Assistance (MEDCAP)
d. Raturn of Innocent Civilians
e. Animal Evacuataon
f. Civie Action Projects
g+ Distributisn nf Supplies and Cormodities
h. Miscellaneous activitiea
2, (C) CONCEPT OF OPE-ATIOM

a. Refugees were evacuated to province headquartera in TAM KY where
processing was conducted by goverm:\en_t oificlals. Only refugees who vclunteered t0
depart the arca or those who hindered the tactical maneuver elements were extracted.

b. Significant f-od cachcs in the area of opcration were extrarted to
TAY KY or TIEZN PHUGC Spccial Forces.Canp., Food in excese of two tons was considered
sifnificant vrough to attenpt extraction. Every reasomable cffort, even under ade
verse c¢ircumstances, w-s exerted to extract policshed rice or salt,

¢. A relatively sccure btase of opsratiens provicded opnortunity for a
bread iZDCAP program, Cocrdination was effected with other tactical unite in order
t2 identify clearly areas of responsibility. Brizade units undertook responsibility
fer the hamlcts of LY TRA, LONS BINH and TICH DONG in LY TIN District, QU.NG TIN
Province. One battalion was 3ssign:d to e-ch of thesc three hamlets while still
another tattalicn cocnducted MESC'P op-ratione st the TIZN PHUOC Special Forces Camp.
In a“ditien, varioue 1TZ0C,S were conducted 2t selected areas throughout the area
of overation denending on the tactical situation, need of asgistance and avail-
ability of 1:ZDCAP tcams.

d. Civilians apurchended in the battle area as suspected Viet Cong
svrmathizers were extract”? for questiontng, VUpon hcing clascificd innocent
civilians, they were retirned to their respecti-c district in which apprehended, or
bcing of draft age, werc escorted to province headquarters for disposition by
government. authoritics,

es» Civic action projcets tegan slowly tut grew in eige and number as
sccurit, local intcrest, transportation of c.msfitics and coordination with
supoly channcls improved. The techniguc used was for CURDS to supply thc materials,
Brigade pcrsonnel to provide the supcrvisicn and technical advice, and the Viet-
na7edc nzticnals to perform the labor. T

3, (C) EXECUTION: The eivil affairs mission w-s executed in eight areast

a« Refugee Movement:

o USIT  MMBER  EASRACTEE T UHe1D SORTIE  CH-47 SCRTIE
14 Sep 47 2-=327 95 T KY 1l 2
15 Ser 47 2-227 5 T:M K 1

16 Sep 87  2-327 5 T:2¢ KY 1

2L Scp 67 2-502 3 T KY 1

25 Sep 67  2-327 2 T KY 1

26 Ser 47 2-502 8 T8 KY 1

27 Ser 67 2=327 3 T KY 1

1 Oct 47 2-327 4 Ty: XY 1

3 Cet 77 2-327 e T4 KY 1

5 Cet 47 2-327 7 Tl KY 2

6 Get 47 2-327 15 T.J4 KY 3

7 Get 67 2-502 1 T,: XY pe

9 et £7 2=327 1 T KY 1

Intervold
o : Downgreded at 3 year
CENFIIDE Ag-ll' VL Declassificd after 12 years
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CON FADENT\RL

Inelosure & (Civil iffairs) to Cembat Operations After .cticn Report, Opcration =
WHFELCR (U) (Continuation)

DaTE UNIT WHEER EXTRACTED TC UH-1D SORTIE CH-47 SCAIIE o
10 Oct 67  2-327 1 TAM KY 1
11 Oct 67 2-502 1 TM KY 1
12 Cet 67  1-327 19 T4 KY 3
15 Oct 67 2-502 1 TW KY 1
23 Oct $7 2-502 13 Tih KY 1
24 Oct 67 2-327 5 TM KY 1
25 Oct €7 22327 7 TS KY 1
27 Oct 67 2-502 13 T:M KY 1
28 Oct 67  2-327 7 ToM KY 1
23 Oct 67  2-327 un TAM KY 1
30 Oct 67 2327 27 T4 KY 1
31 Cet 67 2-327 104 Tat KY 3
31 Oct 67 1-327 2 T.M KY 1
31 Oct 67 1-35 5 T4 KY 1
1 tov 67 1-35 100 T.M KY 1
2 Mov 67 2-327 21 Tari XY 3
3 Nov &7 2-327 9 ToM KY 1
3 tiov 67  1e35 5C TAM KY 1
7 Nov 57 2-327 S T KY 1
g dov 57 2-327 7 T.41 KY 1
1z Nov 67 2-502 103 T KY 1
13 Nov 67 2-502 40 TA KY 3
15 Kov 67 2-502 72 T4 KY [
16 Yov 67 2-502 32 T3 KY 2
17 Nov A7 2-327 10 T.4 KY 1
17 Nev 57 1-327 2 T4 KY 1
18 Nov 67 22327 50 T KY 3
19 bov 67  2-%02 Ll T..: KY 1
1§ v 67 2-327 13 T.M KY 2
20 v 67  2-327 115 Tw KY 2
20 lizy 67 2-502 30 Txt KY 2
21 v 67 2-502 5% T.oi KY 2 1
24 Mov 67 1-327 _ 9 T.i KY 1
TOT.L RZFUSZIS 1150 TOT & SCiTizs & 12
b. Food Extra-tion:
LIz UNIT TYFE TOK.GE E£Ti\CTED CH-y7 SCRIIE
1§ Sep 67 2-327 Polished Rice 6.5 T K 3
30 Cct 67 2-327 Polished Riee 13.0 TIEN PHUOC 7
31 Oct 67 2-327 Rock Salt 5.C TIEN FRUGC 5
1 Mev 67 2-327 Polished Rice n.s TiEl PHUOC [
2 Lov 67 2-327 Polished Rice 1.5 TIEN PEUCC 4
CTL TR 43.8 TOT L S0 TIka 25
c, MEDIC 1 A4SSISTNCE:
D.TE UNIT NUUEER DISTRICT
18 Sep &7  1-327 195 LY TIN
24 Sep 67 1-327 160 LY TIN
26 Sep 67 2-320 65 LY TIN
28 Sep 67  2-502 83 TIEN FHUOC
29 Sep 67 2-320 79 LY TIN
2-502 155 TIEN PHUOC
30 Sep 67  2-502 205 TIEN PHLOC
2 Cet 67 2-502 244 TIZN PHUOC
3 Qet 47 2320 77 LY TIN
L Oct 67 2-327 255 LY TIK
§ Oct A7 2-502 168 TIEN rilioC
6 Qct 47 2-320 G LY TI®
7 Oct €7 1-327 11 LY TIN
2-502 225 TIEN PHUOC
9 Oct o7 2-5C2 65 T1ZN PHUGC

; _ o=
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Inclosure 6 (Civil Affairs) to Combat Operations -After action Heport, Op.ration

WHELER (U) (Continuation)

DATE uiIT NUMPER
10 Oct 67 2-320 98
2-502 250
12 Oct 67 1-327 150
2-502 S0
13 Oct 67 2-327 150
2-320 103
15 Oct 67 2-502 33
16 Oct 67  2=327 175
17 Oct 67 2-320 100
18 Oct 67 1-327 111
2-327 241
20 Oct 67 2-320 83
2-327 177
23 Oct 67 2-327 in
. 1-327 216
24 Oct 67 2=502 215
2320 86
25 Oct 67 2-502 358
2-327 152
26 Oct. 67 1=327 pYAN
27 Oct 67  2-502 242
2-320 81
28 Oct 67 1-327 252
2-327 90
2502 210
30 Oct 67 2~327 96
2=502 1055
31 Oct 67 2«320 167
1-327 128
2 Nov 67 2-502 276
3 Nov 67 2«320 122
1-327 112
24327 142
6 Nov 67 1-327 106
2-327 84
7 Nev 67 2-320 5
8 Nov 67 2~502 300
10 Nov 67 2-320 172
1-327 73
2-327 104
11 Nov 67 24502 1107
13 Nov 67 1-327 50
2=327 117
14 Nov 67 2=320 201
15 Nov &7  2-327 71
16 Nov 67 1-327 196
17 Nov 67 2=320 151

13Sep=13Hov £11 Units 156
TOT.L TRESTED 11,250

d. Innocent Civilianss

DiIE MJHBER pISTICT
1 Ser 67 16 TIEN PHUOC
18 Sep 67 pVA TIEN HUOC
. 8 T34 KY
19 Sep &7 4 TH.ANG FINH
1 T K
21 Sep 67 10 1 K THUOC
2 TH G TINH
22 5r; T 20 TIEN 1U0C
1 THAIG PINN
24 Sey 15 TIEN DHUOC

DISTRICT

LY TIN
TISN PHUOC
LY TIN
TIEN PHUOC
LY TIN

LY TIN
TIE PHUCC
LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN
TIEN PHUOC
LY TIN
TIEN PHUOC
LY TIN

T KY |
TIEN PHUOC
LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIK
TIEN PAUOC
LY TIN
TIEN PHUOC
LY TIN

LY TIN
TIEN PHUOC
LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN
TIEN PHUOC
LY TIN

LY TIN

LY TIN
TIZN “HUOC

CONFIDENTI &
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CONFIDENTLRL

Inclosure 6 {Civil +ifairs) to Combat Ou-rations After action Report, Cperation
WHZFLER (U) {Continuation)

DIk MUiEE. LISTAICT UH~1D SC.TIE 23 TCN VEHICLF
28 Sep 67 6 TIEN JHUCC 1

4 TH N3 BINH
30 Sep 67 4 TILCH SHUOC 1

1 T4 KY
6 Oct 67 A TIEN SHLGC 2

L TH. MG BINH

11 TaM KY
11 Oct 67 1 T.4 KY 1
12 Oct 67 6 T.M KY 2

9 THANG BIiMH

-2 TIEN . HUCC
17 Cet 67 6 M KY 1l
2 Oct 67 [ TN KY 1
26 Oct 67 7 T'M KY 1

X THAKG BINH
28 Oct 67 13 T'M KY 2
29 Oct 67 6 TIEN THUOC 1

L THANG BINH
31 Oet 67 20 T.M KY 1l
1 Nov 67 20 T.M KY 1
5 Nev 67 31 T M KY 1
9 Nov 67 8 T KY 1
1 Nov 67 3 T4 KY 1
u Nov 67 12 TM KY 1
16 tov 67 5 T.M KY 1
18 Nov 57 1z TMKY 1
20 Nov 67 1 TM KY ) 1
T0T:L IMICIENT -
CIVILIAKS 302 TOTAL TRANSTOXTATICN 21 SCRTLLS 8 DISSATCHLS

e. Animal Evacuation:
DLTE UNIT MUMBE:( EVACU LED TC TYTE
15 MNov 67 2-502 1 TiM KY Chicken
16 Nov 67 2-502 1 Tt KY rig
TOTL ANDHALS 2

f£. Civic iction Projects: The following projects were completed:

1 - Watcr well

1 - Watcer well renovated

- Public shower stalls

~ Tublic showcrs

« Feur room school

- Culverts

~ Three=hundred fifty meter roadway
- School flag pole foundation

~ Schoolyard lardscap<d

Housing unite for 126 families

- Hospital/Dispensary foundation

- Thrceeroom echocl foundation

~ Hanl t drainage systens

- Items of school furnitwe (chairs, tablce, desks)
- Watecr towers

- Biock and tackle

n
U= IVEIWE TR TIT W
!

g. Distribution of Supplics and Commositics: The following supplies
and commocitice woeo. us.d in civie activn prejects:

More.d steel planzing - 132 linear feet
Scwirg machine - 1 c2ch

Lumber - 26,100 toard fuct

Dirt fill - 60 cubic yaris

Crushud rock - 22.5 cubic yards

CONFIDENTIR L
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Inclosure 6 (Civil .ffairs) to Cumbat Operations After Action Report, Oparation
WHTZLER (U) {(Continuation)

Water tanks - 2 (1-532 gal) (1-300 gal)

Cement = 440 sacks

Tin roofing - 800 shects

Woven steel hose = 25 feet

Rice bags - 1,134

Sandbags - 18,000 bazs

Stcel culverts — 3 (2-18" x 15') (1-18" x 20')
Barbted wire = 1600 feet

School Kdts - 225 e2ch .
Water pumps = 4% hp, 3 each

Toly ethrlene - 2560 square feet

Shewer heads « 5 each

Wator pipe - 1% inch - 10 feet

Vizter pipe - 3/4 inch - 20 feet

Vater pine - 3" = 80 feet

iledical supplies - 75 pounds

Fzod = 2,138 pounds

Socp =~ 489 pounds

Tobacco = 35 pounds

h. Miscellzncous Activities:
(1) Selatium payments:

a., Fayment of 1000.00$VN to civilian worker aceidentally
injured performing daily hire laber,

b. Fayment of 4O000.00$VN to parents of child fatally injured
by acecidental Aischarec of weavon,

(2) Awarcs and Honors:
(a) Brigade Certificates of Appreciation:

(1) Threz civilian interpr.ters from QU.NG NG.I I'rovince,
(2) Senior Srovincial Jdvisor COnDS, QUANG NG'I Drevince,
{3) ¥Yamlct Chief, LY TR. (H) LY TIN (D), QU.NGC TIN (T),

(b) Brigade ppreceiation Tlaque:

(1) Prévince Chief, WNG TIN Province.

(2) Senior rrovineial ndvisor COhDS, QUANG NG.I iTovince.
(3) District Chief, NGHIA HaNH (D) -ANG NG (7)

(&) District Chief, DUC JHO (D) QU .G NG.I (i)

(5) Province of W:NS TIN

(c) Vietnamese .wards:

(1) Vietnamese flag presented to Brigade frcm QUANG TIN
Trovinee,

{2) QUANG TIN Province Chief recommended nine Brigade
rmembers for Civil Affairs award,

(3) QUANG NGAT Province recommended thirty-eight Brigade
members for Civil Actions Honor Mcdal,

(d) Joint Honors: Joint flag raising ccremony conducted at Los
Banos Base Camp. QUANG TIM Prevince Chief and acting
Brigade Commancder jointly officiated,

4o ~{C) 7ICT.L OPZ.. TION WHEFLER STATISTICS:

a. HRefugces Relocatod: 1150 Perscns
b. Fecd Bxtract.ds 43,5 Tons

Ce 1uv8sons lediexlly Treated: 11,250 Sersons
d. Innocent Civilians RActurneds 302 Persons
€. fnimel Zv-cuationt 2 Snimals
f. Civic .ction irojcets: 267 Completed
2. Distrihution of Supplics and Commcditics: Aa Indicatod

h. Misccllangrus isctiviticss 15 Actions

CoN FIDENTIR L
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Inclosure & {Civ4)l Affairs) to Combat Opcrations After Action iwcport, Operation
WHEELER (U) (Continustion)

5. {C) CIVIL AF¢ 10§ AN.LYSIS: For the fellewing reasons, the Brigage has
enccuntered difficulty in its civil affairs program.

{1) «rcas not sccurcd and endmy infested.
(2) Frequent mevement of frigendly elesents ih the cperational arca.
(3) irca of operation accessitle cnly by air trans xrtation.

It was cbscrved that population movencnt anfi.contrsl prescnied a msjor protlem to
QU.NG TIN Trovince. Existing facilities for rccciving and caring for refugees
needs further expansion. Further, more government security forces ‘are urgentliy
needed. The road between TIEN THUOC Spocial Forces Camp and T.» KY City nceds to
tec sccured and opcned. Jlans should be developed for a US counterpart at HiU DUC .
District and VN authorite at HIET DUC District. This would allow prevince to
capitalizo significantly on the impact of tactical operations arnd bcgin effective
pacificztion measures throughout the province.

It was noted that short duration, high impact type civic action projects can
ke exceuted very momessfully in the Brizade forward area even under adverse con-
ditions. /n example cf this typc proj.ct was the building of a four roomr school
2t LY TR\ Haml:t. This hamlet had limited diytine security and at night was not
securc. Even under these circumstances, the new achocl was compl:ted in Octoter.
At 0100 hcurs on 7 HNovermber 1947, thz encmy mortared the hamlet, Following this
acticn, a thirty man Viet Cocng force came thraugh the hamlet, killed four and
wounded scventoen perseons ané abducted eight tcenagers, The Viet Cong attempted
to destroy the noew school end i€ in faet, btlow out a wall section with demo-
litions; the wall was repaired Jatcr by the citizens. The citizens, in complcte
dcfiance of the Viet Cong, on 17 November 1967 dedicated their school to the 101st
Airborne Division. The citizems deciied to emblazen upen their schocl the Screcme
ing Eagle shoulder patch abcve which is printed in Victnamese "Civil afiairs
Delepation From 101st airborne Division Treeented To The reople of LY TR. Harlet'-
2 eourasecus ~ceision maPc by the hamlet elders anc backed up by an even more
couragecus eitizonry in thelr fight acainst Viet Cong oppression. The willing
support of the haml:’ pecple had certainly been won through a short duraticn,
high imp-ect civic acticn prejcct,

CONFIDENTAR |

417

a4 O MR

s




CONFr r»ENTIAL £¢

Inclosuro 7 (Communicctions) to Combat Operrtions After Action Report,

Operction WELR (U)

1. () NISSION: The Signel Compeny (Provisionsl) 1st Brigeda, 101st
Adrborna [ivision hed the mission of providirg signel conter service to units
in the vicinity of the Brigrde herdquerters, instelling end oparcting the
Brigode comnend signul systems and providing access trunks to the Brigede
tulticherrel syster for all subordincte elacents,

2, (3) OPTRATIONS

0., Senerel: The Sigeel Compeny (Provisioncl), 1st Grigede, 101st
Alrtorne Civision provided signel suppart during Oparetion WHSFLIR by estebe
1ishing the Brigade command post coumunicctions sys’er at CHU LAI.

b, VHF Sections Organic VHF equipuent was not used, VEF corrier
support was provided by the 509th Signel Bottallon, Americel Pivision, Twelve
VHF circvits were pruvided for the Brigede cormand pust, Cf these twelve,
five were cormon users end seven were sole user teletype circuits,

¢e« Fi Redio: { redio communicctions were established et CHU LAI
for Cpersticn WHETL™R, The sperstion consisted of eight Brigcde FM radio

rnets cg folliows:

Brigede Cormmend lets

Brigzde Commcnd Net (secure),

Brigede Cperction end Intelligence let,
- Brigede Adrministretion/logistics Net.

Genarcl Purpose Met,
Brigede Artillery Fire Support Control Center,

(17
(2)
(3)
(4)
(2) Brigade Aviction Net,
(6)
(7)
(8)

Brigede Redio Wire Intigrction.

In addition, the Brigerde entared the Americcl [ivision Commerd net end
monitered bettelion commend nets on order,
tecticrl aree of operestion end the Brigede command pest were boosted by

Erigcde rutonstic retrenarmdssicn reley sites,

P communicetions batween the

Al nete opereted bty the

Brigcde were operationcl twenty-four hours daily.

6. The MARS stcticn wzs estcblished to provide phone potech service

to the United Stctes of America,

e, The switchbocrd/wire Secticn estcblished the Srigcde commend post
communications =t CI'U L'I termincting 96 telephona circvita. Approximctely

45 niles of wire were {nstrlled,

f. The communiccticn center termincted two teletype circuits ct
CHU LAI, <Jne circuit wes to Americel Division cormuricetlion conter and one
to the Brigede rerr communicziisn center,

g. The Al redio scction opercted sccure rzdio teletype circuits

1o CEU LAT enl PHAM RERNG,

h. The meintencnce section continued to provide signel maintencnce
suppert of the Brigede Hecdquertars ernd Hecdquarters Compeny ond ell etteched

oiononts,

B - - -— - Downgraded at 8 year Intervals
C L0 Ad -/ /) AL S S AL Declassified after 12 years -
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Inolosure 8 (Psychological Operations) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operition WHELZR (U)

1, (U) MIS3IONs Assist the ground commender in the accomplishment of his
tactical mission Ly issuing instructions to the population and by reducing the
combat effsctiveness of the VC and NVi units by exploiting the psychological
vulneribilities of the WC and NVi,

2, (C) EXECUTION:

a, Geperal: Durdng Oper:tion WHTZLER 23,323,000 lexflets were distribut-
ed and 191.5 hours of loudspeaker broadcasts were made,

b. Psychological Programs: During Operation WHAILER th~ following pro-
gra~e were conducted:

(1) leaflets: Upon commencement of the operation, leaflets were used
to notify the civilian population of allied presence in the area and to promulgate
curfew instructions., After all the eiviliane had becn notified, leaflet messages
were used to demoralize the VC and NV and to encourage participation in the CHIEU
HOI program,

(2) Infrastructure: A special taped message, safe conduct passes
and surrencer’ instruction leaflets were targeted against local VC infrastruture
by name each time names and locations in the area of operation could be correlated,

(3) Body Count: Daily specisl loudspeaker broadcasts were made ip
the area of éperztion which announced the day's and the cumlstive enemy body
count for the operation,

(4) Detainees: All personnel detained by Brigade forces, that were
subsequently relcased, were given a leaflet which expliined allied presence in
their area, It pointed out th-t, contary to what they had been told by the VC, th~
imericen forces had not harmed them,

(5) Bzse Camp Operations: loudspasker broadcasts were made around
the Irig-de bose camp perimeter ard zlong Highwoy 1 near CHU Lil. Curfew instruc-
tions, elec¢tion results, CHIFJ HOI irstructions and folk tusic composed the broad-
casts,

(6) MEDCAP: Tapes designed specifically for MEDC.P operatioms by
the 2iLth Psychological Operations Company were played in conjunction with MEDCAP
opurztions, Additiunally, current copies of TU DO (JUSP..O newspaper) were distri-
buted in all areas in which MEDCAD? were conducted,

3, (C) SFECI.L PRCJECTS: Delayed opening Jeaflet bundles (DOL) were pre-
pared and distributed to personnel conducting visual reconnaissance flights, DOLts
were distributed by these personnel on all enemy sighted, Additionally, DOLts
containing a special leaflet were prepared and issued to Air Force forward air
contrfollets for distribution in areas where the enemy had been located with the
"People Sniffern flights, Distribution was made following artillery fire or air-
strixes,

4, (U) Ri3ULTS:

a. Returnees, by montn in QUANG TIN Province:

1947 1966
SEFT 22
QOCT 40 25
KQV 7n . 19

b, The highest monthly number for the year in QUANG TIN Provinee occurred
in the ronth of November, The previous monthly high of 54 occured in the month of
sagnst At which time the Brignde was conducting Operatisn HOUD RIVER in the Proe-
vince.

8=-1
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Inclosure § (Psychologieal Operations) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operation WHEELER (U)

5. (C) CONCLUSIONS: The progressive increase in the number of HOI CHANH
per month represents a pattern different from that encountered previously by the
Brigade in the conduct of combat operations, In past operations the greatest
inerease in HOI CHANH occurred during the first month of operations after which
the level-of returnecs dropped to a lower figure (but still higher than p:evious
months when no operations were conducted in the area), This diffecence in pattem
could be attributed to the fact that prior to O.er~tion WHEELER no lerge scale
combat operations had heen conducted in the provincs, The VC and NVA were well
armed, equipped and had high morale, The suffering of many defeats over a pro—
longed period apparently resulted in a lowering of the enemy's morals with the
resultant increase in returnevss as the enemy situation deteriorated, In the future,
the enemy -in the ares will probably react to friendly operstions in the more norml
mannery i,e, the most returness in the first month followed by a smmll drop in

suceeding months as long as the memory of Operdt lon WH.E LER affects their mental
get,

6. (C) PROBLEM AREAS$

a, Speaker Ship Control: Communications wers lacking between the divi-
sion headquarters and supporting PSYOP aircraft which precinded adequate control of
the aircraft during the conduct of loudspeaker missions, On several occassions, .
the loudspasker aircraft interferred with artillery fire missions being conducted
in the area of operation and ¢~uld not be advieed to leave the ares,

b, Delays in leaflet printing: The time required to obtain leaflets from
the 24,4th Psychologieal Operption Company was. excessive, On one occasion, two
wecks elapsed between request for & leaflet and delivery, On this same occasion
a stock of leaflsts arrived after tbn days with an incorrect message, The addition-
al delay resulted from the leaflet having to be reprinted correctly,

¢, Leaflet quality: 1In general, leaflets printed by the 2i4th Paycholo-
gical Operation Company were of poor qual ity, Pictures were nt clear, layout
was poor and color selection, when color was used, was poorly determined,

d, Leaflet Rollers: X machine to roll leaflets for insertion into art-
illery le~flet rounds was not available for use thru PSYOP supporting egencles ale
though a requirement existed within the Brigade for such a machine,

e, lack of detéi.led psycholoriec) operations intelligence and feedback
continue to be the two greatest problems in the field of PSYOPS, Detailed appeals
cannot be devised becsuse of this lack nor can accurate evaluation of effective-

ness be conducted, As a result only general appeals can be used which limit the
effectiveness of the psychological operations being conducted.
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Inclosure 9 (Engineer) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation
6') WHIER 'U)

1. (U) MIS3ION: Provide direct combat engineer support to all arganic and
attached elements of the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Adirborne Division,

2, (U) CONCEPT OF OPERATION: One combat engineer platoon from Company A,
326th Engineer Dattalion (Airborme), was placed in direct mpport of each of the
thres organic maneuver battalions, Tha newly formed Lth platoon was placed in direct
support of the lst Battalion, l4th Infantry, and later the lst Bsttalion, 35th
Infantry. The remainder of the company was placed in general support of the Bri-
gade,

3. (G} EXECUTION:

-

a, The platoon in support of maneuver battalions placed one landing
zone clearing and demolition team with wach rifls company and kept an emergency team
at the battalion tactical command post. MNormsl missions incdluded demclition of
tunnels and bunkers, mine clearing, helicopter landing sone construction, explosive
disposal and bunker constructiom,
b, The company (~) performed the following missionsr
(1) Construction of roads and drainage
(2) Structures
(3) Minor structure conatruction
(L) Civic action construction
(5) Mine clearing
(6) Bxplosive ordnance disposal
c. The following statistics were amassed during Operation WHEILER:

(1) Explosive ordnance destruction:

Item Amount destroyed
500 # bombe 10
250 # bombs 12
M6 AP mines L2
Butterfly Bomb, M83 23
82ym Mortar rounds 72
60mn Mortar rounds 192
glgn Mortar rounde 1305
4,42 Inch Mortar rounds 152
M79 rounds 46
Chicom grenades 173
57mm RR rounds 1,
75m RR rounds 10
105mn rounds 16
BLU-3 1
L 2
M18A1 Mizes 67
175am rounds 15
Chicom mine 1

(2) Helicopter landing zoues cleareds 57
(3) Enemy bunkers destroyed: 53
(4) Bunkers constructed for frienily forces: 26

9-1
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Inclosure 9 (Engineer) to Combat Qper-tion After Action Report, Operation
WHEELER (U)

(5) Tunnels and tunnel complexes destroyed: 17

d, Priendly losses for Operztion WHIELER were one engineer killed and
four engineers wounded, Enemy idlled by engineer personnel are included in those
reported by the maneuver battalions to which they were in direct support,

4, (C) PROBLEMS AREAS AND LESSONS LEARNED:

a, The econatruction capability of the engineer company coatinues to be
hampered by the lack of airmobile engineer equipment, primarily the lask of s
vibratory compactor, an airmobile grader, and peneprime distribution equipessnt.
Issue of ' the airmobile engineer equipment kit (estimated in December 1967) woula
eliminate this problem area,

. b, The carbide tipped chain saw (Ensure 195) scheduled for issee in Nove
ember 1967 is sorely needed,

¢. The tunnel exploration kit (Ensure 64) is needed,

ds A more powerful liquid explosive (istrolite - G) is needed for more
effective tunnel destruction,

e, It was found that mined helicopter landing #>nes necessitated thorough
air strike preparation and a method to get the troops ssfely off the landing sone,
A method was proposed and tested which involved the use of the ml projected mine
clearing charge to provide cleared paths off the landing zone, Use of these charg-
es by enginee~s in the first 1ift of troops into the landing 2one was accomplished
prior to entry of other troops into the landing gone, A number of these M1 pro-
Jected charges are now on hand for future operztions,

f. Enemy use of captured M6 antipersommel mines necessitated an M6
mine study and training program to lessen casualties and eliminate misconceptions.
It was effectively demonstrated that the mine does detonate when pressure of 8-20
pounds is anplied to the prongs of the fuse and that the mine will detonate re-
gardless of whether or not the mine bounds out of the ground, and that the weight
of an average man will not keep the mine from boufiding, It was further demon-
strated th.h a man has 28 seconds after initiating the fuse to tuke some sort of
action. The action that will minimize casulties is to hit the ground, yell "MINE"
and cover up as a soldier would for an inc.ming grenade,

g. ‘iners 1s a consistent danger of premature detonation of MIBA1 Claymdre
Mines by static electricity, lighting, and most probably, by currents caused by
radio frequency signals, There is extreme danger of this at the battalion tac-
tical command posts where many radios are present and counter mortar radar is
frequently placed, The safety procedure necessary to prevent these premature
detonations is always to keep the shorting plug con ected to the [iring wire except
when the firing device is connected for firing,
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C O AT AT I
Incloswe 10 {Artillery) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Operstion
WHERLER (V) pe port, Upe

1, (C) MISSION: The 2d Beti-lion (Airbdorme), 320th Artillery supported ths
lst Brigace, 10lat Airborne Divieion, Bettery C, 34 Battalion (155T), 16th Artil-
lery was assigned the mis:ion of reinforcing the 2d Battalion (Adrborne), 320th
Artillery. From 11 to 24 September 1967 Battery B, 2d Battalicn (105T), 9th
Attillery was placcd under operational contrel {(OPCON) of the battalion amd pro-
vided support for the lst Brttalion, lith Infantry, From 4 October te 4 Yovember
1967 B:ttery 4, -d Battelion (105T), 9th Artillery was placed under the OPSON of
the bottallon end provided supnort for the lst Battalion, 35th Infant-y, A search-
light section (two lights) from Batiery B, 29th Artillery wes placed under the
OPCOM of the battalion end collocated with the tactical command post, 2d Battelion:
(iirborne), 327th Infrntry from 7 to 24 November 1967.

2, (C) SWMARY OF OPE:ATIONS:

a, In the conduct of Operition WHEELER, the same techniques of artillory
emnloyment thit have nroven successful in the pest were employed, The threc
organic botteries of the 2d Bitialion (Adrborme), 320th Artillery continued to pro-
vi‘e gurtort for their normolly as-ocinted infantiy battalions from firin~ poai-
tions in the vicinity of the inmfan'ry tactical command posts.

b, The An/MPQ-4iA Countemmort:r Tedar was plec-d under the QPGON of the
Imerical Division on 11 Septamber 1967 and remcined in the CHU LAl base arez., On
3 Octob-r 1967 the rzdar section terminated CPCON of the division end comducted en
cirmobile displecement "to the: firetasc at T 992182, VWhile 2t this looctiom, it
wrs necessery to coteblish a Toctierl Intolligonco Ceonter colloc:tod vith the
redar scction, This centor kept continuous, upeto-daio plots of all friendly
locotions, czimuth-ronge plots of all loc~tions >nd rocord of all hostile morter
locetiions previously ddtermined -nd ongegod., Diroct communications were moine
teinod on the b ttelion commend net to provide ropld response in ceee of an encmy -
morter attsek on ny fricndly elcmont within renfo. The persomnel to mon this
conter ‘crmo from the b-ti~lion survey scction. Upon oxtizction of tho firebnscy
the radrr scetion, to inclu’e *hq Treticrl Intelligence Center, conduetcd cm air-
mobile displicement on 17 Octobor 1967 to BT 1°2202 and wras colloc-tcd with the
teotic.l commrnd post of the lst Bottalioen, 35th Infoantry, later replaced by the
2d Bottnlion (Airbornd), %023 Infantry,

¢: Additoml forward obeervor requiremonts wore imposcd on the 2d
B:ttolion (Adrborme), 320h .rtillery with - Mobile Siriko Farce Compony from.
Compeny C, 5th Special Forces Group (DA INHG) ond the Zoconmaissanco Compeny, -24
ALVN Division boing attocher to the Brignde from 11 Scptomber to 2 October 1967 |
2nd from 28 Soptember to 7 October 1967, respoctivoly, This requircment cxcoeded
tho orgenic capebility of the b ttolion; howevor, two 2déitiomal forwerd obcerver
egcctions wore formed and providced to the two units by using porsnncl from orgonie
soctions and botialion hoadquirters. Two cdditionnl li-ison scetions werc 2180
formed from battilion resourcos. Ono sectionwmss “oc-tcd ot TIEE PHUOC Speetel
Forcee Cemp to cloor fire mission grids md obtain nolitical clearance =@ roquirod.
Tho other licison s.ction wes initially collecatod with Bottciy C, lst Battalion
(105T), 77th Artillcry =t QUE SON (BT 028341), md subsequently displaccd to Hoxd
quartors, 3d Brigado, lst Czvelry Division (iirmobile) at BT 132453 with the
misslon to coordin:te fires cnd obtoin clecrznce of firo mission grids as nccossrry,

ds Duc to tho roquirement to provide an additionn) firing baticry upon
the arrivel of tho 3d B-ttilion (/irborno), 505th Infentry, Beticry D (Provisionsl)
2d Bxtt:lipn (Atrdorme), 320th .rtillery wes organized on 10 Octobor 1967,
Paraonncl md oquimont wcre gathered from oxisting rosources within tho battolion.
To provide ndditional trrining boforc cemmcncing suppo” o tme 3d Bettolion (Adr-
borpe), 506th Inf-ntry ~nd to give tho other threc brottorics of tho battalion a
short st-nd-down, tho personnel of Bettery D replacod tho poraonncl of B ttory C
in pleco from 12 to 15 Octobor 1967, . Subscquently, Battery D personnol runlaced
Battery A persomnol from 15 to 22 Octcber 1967, ~nd Battory B poraonnel from 22 to
25 Octobor 1967.
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O =V UENDT A
Inelosuro 10 (Artiilory) to Combet Oporations Aftor Action Report, Oporction
WHEELER (U) !

0, On 150330 Octobor 1957 Battery A, 24 Battclion (Adrbormo), 320th Arte
11lory wre subjcetod to = “oavy mortar cid pround cttack which resulted in 6 US
killod cnd 29 wmmded (modovcc). Llagor the a-mo morning, the romrining porsonnol

of Battory A woro oxtractod to the Brigade's brsa ccmp for o stond-down and re-
treining, Tho rccontly formod B-ttory D (Provision:l) csrum.d their mission, Withe
in threo d-ys, Battory A roccived scvontoon soplicomonts ond completod on intormnl
roorgonization. During the following threc d-ys, thc batiory conductcd oxtongive
tradning to includo o live firo cxcreise amd -n ~irmebilo disploccmont, On 22
Cetobor 1967 the porsommel of Buttery A roturncd to the ficld ~nd rosumcd suppoit
of thc st Bettalion (“irbornc), 327th Infantry, :

3. (C) rxzcuTION:
a, HHB/2-320 Displrcemonts:

(1) On 091050 Sop 67 HHB displ.cod ovorland from DUC PHO to CHU LAI
vic BT 525094. Unit closcd 1640 hours -~nd commcncod proporation to a pport Opn
WHEELF

(2) On 201300 Nov 67 HHB (~) dap-rted CHU L.T to cmb rk on LST for
displ-ccmont to PHLN RANG, Unit s-4lcd 1430 hours, closed PHN LG besc ccmp ot
221230 KRovcaber 1967,

(3) On 260800 Mov 67 re~r clements fram HHB/2-320 displeced ovorl-nd
to Ta¥ KY sgrficld ot 3T 304192 -nd closcd -t 0935 hours. Furthor displacod Yy
=ir (C-130)to PHN RiNG b-go crmp, closcd -t 1645 hours -nd commonced proprration
for futuro’ opor-tions,

b, 7/2-320 Displocoments:

(1) On 091000 Sop 67 Battery A displ-ced by ~ir (C-130) from DUC PHO
to QU:NG NGAI iirfiold ~t BT 552053, Unit closed 1400 hours,

(2) On 1C1330 Scp 67 B ttory X displ-cod overlend to TaM KY vie BT
290230, Unit clogcd 1270 hours ~nd communcsd proper~tion for Opcr~tion WHELLIR,

{3) ©Or 110955 Scp 67 B-ttery A displrccd by A4r (CH-47) to BT 131202,
Unit closed 1220 hours, Pricrity of fircs to 2d Battzlion (iirbornec), 502d
Inf~ntry,

(4) On 260800 Sep 67 Bttory .. diapl-ccd by ~ir (CH-47) to BT 992183,
Undt closed 1420 houre. Priority of fircs to 1st B-tt~lion (.drborne), 327th
Inf-ntry.

(5) On 151155 Oct 67 B-ttery 4 (personmel only) displaccd by =ir to
Brigrdo base chmp. Unit w8 rclieved by B-ttery D, Unit closcd 1310 hours,

(6) On 221300 Cet 67 B-ttery & (porsennel only) displeced by cdir
(CH-47) to BT 052248 ond rolicved Bottery D in ploce. Unit closod 1415 hours.
Priority of firos to lst Battalion (iirbornc), 327th Irfentry,

(7) On 250720 Hov 67 Battory & displecod by oir (CH-47) to TiM KY
Mrficld,’ Unit closcd 0925 hours, Further displeced by -ir (C-130) for PHLN RiNG,

w, B/2-320 Dieplrcements:

{1) On 081310 Scp 67 B-ttory B displiced by air (CH-47) from firing
position to QU:NG NG/X 24rflold., Unit closed 1530 hours,

{(2) On 091000 Scp 67 Bottery B displaced by cir (C-130) to TuM KY
Adrficld et BT 290230, Urit closod at 1330 hours and carmcncod proparation for
Oporntion WHELLER,
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LU LEROT A
lacloawre 10 (Artillory) to Comb-t rations iftor Aoction Roport rction
) Opo port, Opo

o, On 150330 Octaber 1967 B-ttcry A, 2d Bottclion (Adrborne), 320th Art-
{llory we sudbjccted to - heivy mortar -md giound ttack which rcsultud 4n 6 US
killod ~nd 29 womded (moduvnc), lator the s-ms morning, thc remining persomnol
of Battory A woro oxtrazctod to the Brighdo's brso cimp for ~ stond-down ~nd re=
treining. Tho recontly formed B:ttory D (Provieionnl) cesum d thuir mission. With-
in throo d:ys, Bottory A roccived scv.nteen .cpl caments ond completod n interncl
roorgrniz-tion, During thc follouing throc d.-ys, thc botiory conductca oxtonaive
tr-ining to fneludc - livo fire cxcreise ond on ~irmobllo displnccmont, On 22
Octobor 1967 thc persomiel of Buttcry A roturncd to the ficld -nd rosumcd suppost
of thc let Bottalion (“irbornc), 327th Infontry, ‘

3, (C) <CXZCUTION:
a, HHB/2-320 Displcocements:

(1) On 091050 Sop 67 B displ-cod ovorland frem DUC PHO to CHU LAl
vic BT 52509. Unit closcd 1640 hours -nd commencod prop-r-tion to a pport Opn
WHEE'SE.,

(2) On 201300 Nov 67 HHB (-) dop-rted CHU LiI to cmb-rk on LST for
aispl-ccient to PHAN RiNG, Unit s ilcd 1430 hours, closed PH:N LJIG brso comp it
221230 Novozber 1967,

(3) On 260800 !'ov 67 re-r «lcments from HHB/2-320 disploced overl-nd
to ToM XY M4rficld ~t BT 304192 nd cloced -t 0935 houra. PFurthar displacod by
21r (C~130)to PH.N KNG b.so c-op, closcd -t 1645 hours nd cormcnecd prop-raticn
for futurc opor-tions.

b, #//2-320 Diapl-ccronts:

{1) On 091000 Sop 67 Battcry & displ-ecd ty ~ir (C-130) from DUC PHO
to QUANG KGAI Adrficld -t BT 552053, Unit closcd 1400 hours,

(2) On 101330 Scp 67 B-ttory . displ-ced overlnd to TAM KY vic BT
290230, Urdt closcd 12°0 hours ~nd commcnc=d prcorr-tion for Opcr-tion WHELLIR,

(3) On 110955 S~p 67 R-ttery A Aisplrccd by At (CH-47) to BT 131202,
Unit clodod 1220 hours. Priority of fircs to Zd Battalion (‘irbornc), 502d
Inf-ntry,

{4) On 260800 Scp 67 Brttory i displ-ccd by -ir (CH-47) to BT 992183,
Unit closed 1420 hours, Priority of fircs to lst B-tt-lion (s4rborng), 327th
Inf-ntry.

(5) On 151155 Oct 67 B-ttery 4 (porscnncl only) displaced by ~ir o
Brig~do buse c~mp. Unit w3 rclieved by B-ttery D, Unit closcd 1310 hours.

(6) On 221300 Cct 67 B ttcry & (personnel only) displecod by -ir
(CH-47) to BT 052248 ~nd relicved Brttery D in place. Unit closed 1415 hours,
Priority of firce to lst Battelion (idrbormo), 327th Infentry,

(7) On 250720 Yov 67 Bettory 4 displacod by eir (CH-47) to T4 KY
sdrficld, Unit closcd 0925 hours. Further displeced by ~ir (5-130) for FRIN RING,

e B/2-320 Diasplicuments:

(1) On 08131C Scp 67 B-ttory B ddsplccd by air (CH-47) from firing
position tc QU/NG RG.I 2irfield. Unit closcd 1530 hours,

(2) On 091000 Scp 67 Bottery B displaced by air (C-130) to T.M KY
/drficld ot BT 290230, Unit closod at 1330 houre ~nd carmcncod properation for
Oporntion WHEELER,
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COUNF i DI T
Inclosure 10 (irtillary) to Camb-t Cporatioms &ftur /ction rt r-tion
VHEELER (U) ‘ Aeport, Opo

(3) On 121125 Scp 67 B-ttory B displ-ccd bv adr gcu.n) to BT 163204
ﬁt closod 1t 1430 hours. Priority of firos to 2¢ B ti lion (Adrborno), 327th.
antry,

(4) On 271030 Sop 67 Batiery B displ-ood by ~ir (CH-47) to BT 939212,
1iln1t closcd "t 1345 houre, Priority of fircs to 24 Botialion (Jdiborre), 327th
nfl\ntﬂn

(5) On 140950 Oct 67 Bottory B disploced by oir (CH-47) to BT 159265,
}Jﬁt closod -t 1555 hours, Priority of fircs to 2d Batt~licn (Wdirxmw), 327th
~ntry,

{6) On 220500 Oct, 67 Mttery B (porsnnel anly) displecod by alr
(CH-47) to Brig-ce brse cimp, Unit w-a relicved by Battery D and closod ~t 1450
hours, .

(7) ©n 51300 Oct 67 Bottery B { crsonncl only) aispl-coed by cdr
(CH-47) -to BT 159265, relioved Bottory D in ul co ond closed at 1330 hours.
Priority of fircs to 24 Bottalion (Lirbormo), 327th Infantry.

(8) On 240915 Hov 67 B-ttery B disploced by adr to ToM 0T jdrficll,
t clascd 1300 hours, Furthor displaced by zir (C-130) to PH/N .LI'C bosc crmp.
Closcd ~t 1630 hours ~nd comionced prop'r:ticns for futu-c Oper-~tions,

d. €/2-320 Displacczonta:

(1) On 090715 Sep 67 Brttery C d4s:Ll ccd by eir (C-130) from DUC PHO
to "LNG NGAI .irfiecld at BT 552053, znd furthor displrced overlend to TVM KY
vicinity BT 290230, Unit closcd =t 1330 hours md cormcnccd preporation for Oper-
~tion WHEELER,

(2) On 120830 Sop 67 B ttery C 1ol ccd by adir $CH-1.7) to BT 074226,
Unit closod ~t 1046 hours, Pricritvy of firecs teo zd it clion (/drborne), 5024
Irfantry.

(3) ©On 131305 Oct 67 B ttery C (prreonrcl only) displaced by cir
(CH-47) to Brig:de b-sec coop, Uidt v s +.1icve 4n rlrce by Brttery D -nd closcd
ot 1400 hours,

(4) On 151155 Oct 67 B ttery C (pereonncl only) displrced by ~ir
(CH-47) t0 BT 074226, rolioved Battury D in rlace and closcd at 1235 hours.
Priority of fires to zd Bxtt-lien (Jirborne), 502¢ Irfontry.

(%) un 160900 Oct 67 B ttoerv € cisplaced by cdr (CHw47) to T.M KX at
BT 296234, Unlt closed =t 1515 howrs, Piy‘c:ity of firc to Troop i, 2¢ Squedren
{idrborrc), 17th Covlry.

(6) Or 200800 Oct 67 Bottery © displocod bty air (CH-/7) tu BT 2391.2,
Unjt closed 2t 1415 hours., Priority of fircs to 23 Battolion (/drborng), 5024
Infantrys

(7)  On 041315 Fov 67 Bettury € displaced by eir (CH-47) to BT 130201,
Unit closcd at 1730 hours., Priovity of fircs to 2d Battellion (idrborne), 502d
Infontry.

(3) ©On 230930 Nov 67 Betbery C disploced by, cir (CH-47) to Tl ¥
Zdrficld ~nd closed st 1145 hours. Thoy further disploced by adr (C-130) to KL
Pong bosc cmp, closed it 1615 hours snd commenceé proper~tion for futuro opermtions,

c. D/2-320 Displrccnonts:

10-3
COrRIT) DA T /74

56




ORI IDER TN

Inclorure 10 (\rtillery) to Combnt Dper-tions Aficr iction Peport, Oper:ticn
WHEELIR (V) -

(1) On 060900 Oct 67 Brttory D diapl-ccd ovorland fronm Brigedc base
erop to o firing positiorn ¢t BT 526025 ~nd conducte: corvice proctice, Upon come
pletion of servico prootice, the b-tiiry displeced ¥ cir (CH-47) to Brigode basc
ocmp -rd.closed -t 1615 hours,

(2} 0On 121270 Oct 67 3~t*ery © (poracrrel only) displices by cdr
(CH-47) to ET 074226, rolieved Brttery C ir pl-co -rd closcd =t 1305 howrs,
Priority of fires to 2d B tt lion (A{rborme}, 502d Infantry.

. (3) ©n 151235 Gct 67 B~ttery D (personncl only) displeced Uy eir
(CH-47) to DT 992183, Unit wra relievod ir place by Bettery C and furthor relieved
Cettery A in placo ond closed 1315 hours. Priority of fircs to 1lst Battalion
(Zirborne), 327th Infentry,

’ (4) On 180330 Oct 67 Bettery D displeeed by rdr {with Dotteuy . cguip
rent) (CH-47) to 3T 052248, Urit closcd at 1310 hours. Pricrity for fires to lst
patt.licn (idrbtorme), 327th Infentry,

(5) On 221350 Oct 67 Tettery D (porsonrcl only) -displeced by rir
(CH=47) %o BT 159265. Unit w:s roldcved irn plice by Rottory & znd further reldevel
B~ttory B in ploce rnd closed at 1425 howrs, Priority of fires to 2a 3rti-lion
(idrborne), 327th Infontry.

(€) On 251330 Cct 47 Bottery D (persorrel only) displeecs by ~ir
(CH=47) to 3rigrde trsc cm;, Unit closed -4 1415 hours <rd cormcneed prenar-tion
for movenenttto PHI RNG,

(7) ©On 311300 Cct 67 Bottery D ceported Brigrie Bese ecnp for dopor-
t.re by ICT for roveuent to PHIN R/NG ond cemmenced prepor-tions for futurs cper-
~ticns,

£, R-&~r Displ-cenerts:
(1) Cn 051400 Get 67 rlir cisploced by ~ir (CHe27) frem DV FFO to
LT 991134, Undt closcd ~t 1700 hours with the rdssisn to provide counter norter
irtelilgance to the Drig e,

(2) Or 170945 Cet 67 r- -1 ligpi~ecl by ~Me (C3E-47) te ET 122202,
rit clossl -t 11AC hours,

(3) On 18130C Niov 67 rdnr fispliced by oir (He4T) to DT 052248,
Urdt clesel -t 1425 hsurs, Prisvry -zizuth ¢f se-n 5700 =ils,

(L) ©On 241546 Mcv 67 radnr Zisplrced by ~dr (CH-47)
flell, Urdt closcl ~t 1630 hours,

o+
o

T/ 1Y Jdr-

On 250745 Mov 67 rod-r Jlsplrced by oir {5-130) te PHAN Muiide

s)
0915 hcurs "nd cormenced preparaticns for Sftamo crerstiens,

(
Uit eloscl -t
Ze B/2-9 Displ-ecrentis:
(1) ©On 141C25 Scp 67 Cottery © (OPCON) “Msplaced by ~dr (Oh=47) fron
IT 222304 to LY 238141, Urdt closcd 163C hewrss Proority of £ircs to lst Lott=
cddcn, Lth Inf-ntry,

(2) ©n 240700 Sep 67 Bettery O termin~ted CPCON tc 20 Zattrldon
{lus corfe), 220k ‘rtillerv ~nd gisplaced 3o Tid LY.

Y. if/Z=G Discl-cirents:
(1) Cr 040900 et &7 Tatiery o (OP301) lisrlaced by nir (CH=47) fren
DG PEO to T.t EY at BT 782192, Undt closcl ot 1415 hours md comicnoel Propry=

~tion for futuwre cper-tions,
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Inclos 10 (L Sond- - :
o ;ﬂ(‘u) w.rtillery) to Conbd-t Ope:-tions /fter Lotien Report, Oper-tion

(>} On 050800 Oct 67 Nattery . (OPCON) (dsplrced by sir (CH-47) to
5,71131‘533. Unit closc:! -t 115C hours, Pricrity of firos to 1lst Dattslion, 35th
rf-ntry. .

{3) On 040915 Mov 67 Tnttery /. (OPCON) displnced by air (Ch-47) to
IT 120454, Unit close? ~t 1120 hours, Terndn-ted OPCON to 2 Battnlion (‘drborne),
320th irtillery cnd comaencel OPCONl of tho 3 Drig-c, lst C~v~lry Division (fdr-
nobile) offoctive 1200 hours,

i. C/3-16 Displ:ccnonts:

(1) On 260930 Scp 67 DBattory C Qisplaced by edr (CH=47 cnd CH-54)
rror ©T 105014 to DT 991132, Unit closed nt 1525 hours. Tho battery continudd
te roinfiree the 20 Catt-lion (.drborne), 320th Artillory,

_{2) On 170920 Oct 67 Lattery C (dsplreod by cir {CH-47 and CH54)
to TITH PHYOC Spceirl Forces Conp (DT 109142), Three (3) howitzers werc dde
plrecd but remnining hewitzers wore un-dle tr bo noved due to ~dversoc wenther oon-
citions ~n 1nto -rrivel of CNeS4 holici~ter. Unit cunplotod displ-cing on 191345
Oct 67 end ccntinmod to reinferce the 2d Tatt-lion (idrborna), 320th Artilloery,

v
(3) ©On 050700 lov 67 fcttory C dlsplaced by nir (CH-47 and CH-54)

frem TICN PROUC Spoei-1 Foreca Canmp te CT 050250, Unit closcd nt 1535 hours ond
continued to roinforec the 20 Iattalien (Nirberme), 220th lrtillary.

4. (U) RCSULTS:

2. 96 VC K. (C)
b, 7 VC KoA (P)
¢, 3 vC un. (C)
5, (1) FCC.FITUL.TION OF ITISSICHS FIRLD:
»e Mumlxr of nianl no fircl:
(1) 1051 4,941
(2) 15%: 1,562
b, Tot-l roun's :xpentols
(1) 105t 65,07
(2) 15%: 12,169
6, (C) COMLIDELS JILLYSS:
2. The loss of two (2) eanploto battory fire airccticn conters (FNC) inm,
T-ttery L ~n 15 Octeber 1967, and! in Drttory C on 23 October 1967, agoin enrhesizos
t1.¢ ¢ ntimming ncecasity to trein firc dreeti-n porsonncl in dopth,
be Whon in rress of cporatisn during the ncncoon gongon, bettorice nust
iednt-ir two busle londs of ~rmunitisn on positi n, Ivery offert nust bo oxpended
t: prcstly undts Curing poricds open in air traffie, To thnt and, cnnunitien
cust raecdin first rrlority,
c. The JNAMPQeL Counterrirtar Red-r wng enpl-yod within the nroa of
creretion of the nanuver beté~licns £ r the first tine since tho Irigace's in-
eciti n In Victn~m, lerot-fcro, the unit hed boun anpliye . wWlthin the baso canp

jerliLr,
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Inclosuwre 10 {frtillory) to Conbat Opornticns fter .cticn Ropert, Ororction
WEEELG (V) porta ¥

Imncnso Afviden . were roalizel since tho wndt wos -hlo to cdjust firc, veeter

modevae airerafi ate the toetienl oemiend post holicopter peds, adjust dofonsive
ocncentr-tions, ~nd c:.nfirm loceticons of hostile mortcrs,

ds With the incepti-n and successful utilizati:n of tho Flcld irtillcry
Digital .utonrtic Computer (FiD.C), v tendency oxdstel to rely conpletoly on the
nechine with consequent adverse .offects on the battery's nmununl capnbility, To
clininnta thoso effccts, o~ch FDC mrint~ins two chorts, one primary and one check,
Aditionnlly, tho FiDIC ie rondere? incporctive every othor day to meintedn £ proe
ficiont monuel capbility ar? to nllew service to the mechinc,

os iucrous losscns lenrned concorning defcnse of postticn, rosu)oly
cng firing buttery proce’wros wero roniized during periods of heavy contnct.
Therse lcsgens ~re n-w incorpor-ted in the iettelion T.C SOP,
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