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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 3d
Brigade TF, 4th Infantry Division, Period Ending 31

January 1968 (U)
smmea doowrend orniel

SEE DISTRIBUTION Defeuse cf ihe
BEsplenage Low3. 1.
Itg tranesiszion o
wanaer Lo an w Uil

~

0 e
g

2

.
3

»

i
i

'

i 1]
"
<

l. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accord-
ance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions
should be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within
90 days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro-
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

. TO: See Distribution

SECTION 3 (C) SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION ACTTVITIES

1, (C) GENERAL: During the reporting pericd 1 November 1967 to 31
January 1945 the 3d Brigade TF, 4th Infantry Division partiéipated in Opera-
tion Reker for &2 days, Overation Muscetine for 23 days and Operation Wheeler/ .
Waillowa for 7 days for a total of 92 days in cambat. Tha 3d Brigade TF, 4th ‘
Infantry Division has participated in 632 consecutive days in combat as of
31 January 1968,

a, Mission: The 3d Brigade's mission in Operation Baker was to assume
responsibility within the Due Pho AO for:

(1) Offensive and defsnsive operstions designed to locate and
destroy NVa elements, Viet Cong main force, local force, and guerrilla units
as well as the Viet Cong infrastructure,

(2) Provide convoy security in zone, and from Quang Ngai south on )
Hwy #1 to the Brigade AQ.

(3) Be prepared to provide one rifle company on two howrs notice,
and an additional rifle company in an additionel two hours, for employment
Anywhere in the Americal Division TAOR, on order, !

(4) Be prepared to provide & company size reaction force to suppert
the defense of Quang Ngai Airfield, ou order,

(5) Support Revolutionary Development in the 3d Brigade 40.

(6) Conduct psychological opa ations in support of tactical
operations and revolutionary development,

(7) Be prepared on 12 hours notice to provide one reinforced
infantry battalion for employment anywhere in South Vietnam,

(8) Be prepared on an additional 12 hours notice to deploy the
remainder of the 3d Brigade TF, Lth Infantry Division anywhere in South Vietnan,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVDDC-OP 2 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operationel Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

b, The 3d Brigade's mission in operation Muscatine was to aseume
responsibility for the southern 2/3 of the Muscatine /O for:

(1) Offensive and defensive operations designed to locate and
: destroy NVA elements, Viet Cong main force, local force, and guerrilla units
as well as the Viet Cong infrastructure,

(2) Assume responsibility for security end road slearing of Hwy
3 #1 from BS623865 to BS633810,

2 c. The 3d Brigade's mission in operation Wheeler/Wallows was to aasume
3 responsibility of the northern lalf of tle Wheeler/Wallowa AO for:

(1) oOffensive and defensive operations designed to locate and
destroy M7 elements, Viet Cong main force, local forcs, and guerrilla units
E as well &. the Viet Cong infrastructure,

: (2) Assume responsibility for providing security as requireé for
. the 39th Engr Bn repair mission on Hwy #535.

(3) Assume responsibility for security and road c¢learing of Hwy #1
from BT114497 to BT175418,

de Operational Areas. (See Inclosure #1 for Duc-Pho A0, Inclosure
#2 for Muscatine and Wheeler/Wallowa AO's),

(1) The area designated as the 3d Brigade A0 in the Duc Pho A0
enconpassed the majority of Duc Pho & Mo Duc Districts, Quang Ngai Province,

z (2) The area designated as the 3d Brigade A0 in Operation
: Muscatine encompassed Binh Son & Son Tinh Districts, Quang Ngai Province,

(3) The area designated as the 3d Brigade A0 in Operation
Wheeler/Wallowa encompasses Duy Xuyen, Que Son, and Duc Duc Districts in
Quang Nam Province,

e, Task Organization: Principal units of the 3d Brigade TF, 4th
Infantry Division, with commanders names and dates of command, and the
major supporting and operationzal controlled wnits are az follows:

Headquarters, 3d Brigade TF, 4th Infantry Divsion
Carmander: Colonel George E. Wear (1 Nov 67 « 31 Jan 68)

Deputy Commander: 3d Brigade TF, 4th Infantry Division

A ‘ LTC Alvin C Hadley (1 Nov 67 -~ 3 Nov 67)
ITC Harold F, Bentz (23 Dec 67 = 31 Jan 68)
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SUBSLCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

Executive Officer
LTC John D, Weil (1 Nov 67 - 12 Jan 68)
LTC Melton H. Munse (28 Jan 68 - 31 Jan 68)

tst Battalion, 14th Infantry
LTC Peter P, Petro 21 Nov -. 8 Jan 68)
LTC George L, Ball (9 Jan -31 Jan 68)

1st Battalion, 35th Infantry
LTC Robert G, Kimmel (1 Nov 67 = 14 Now 67, KHA)
LTC William W, Taylor, Jr (15 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 68)

“nd Battalion, 35th Infantry
TTC Norman C, Tiller; Sr. (1 Nov 47 - 10 Dec 67)
1LTC Willdiam J, Livsey, Jr. (11 Dec 67 - 31 Jan 68)

2nd Battalion 9th Artillery
LTC Gerald: B, Bobzien (1 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 63)

C Troop, 18t Sadn, 10th Cavalry
Cpt Richard i, Knudson, (1 Nov 67 - 14 Nov €7)
Cpt*Charles Van Horn (15 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 68)

3d Support Battalion (Prov)
Ma 3 Robert R, Rutled%e (1 Nov 67 - 14 Jan 68
Maj Harold J. Perry (15 Jan 68 - 31 Jan 68)

LUth Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog)
1LT Ery L. Davis (1 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 68)

Company C, 4th Zrgineer Battalion
Cpt. Arthur J. Panze, Jr. (1 Nov 67 - 5 Jan 68)
Cpt Boyd A, Jones (6 Jan 68 - 31 Jan 68)

3d_Brigade iviation Company (DS)
Maj Wesley Sims (1 Nov 67 - 20 Nov 67
Maj Edward R. Castle, Jr. (21 Nov - 31 Jan 68)

Principal Staff:

St
Cpt James L, Hughes (1 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 68)

52
Maj William Campbell (1 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 68)

S3

Maj Edgar Egeland {1 Nov 67 - 14 Dec 67)
#aj William P. Doyle (15 Dec 67 - 31 Jan 68)
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SUBJECT: Cperational heport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

Sk
MaJ John S. Anderson (1 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 68)

85
Cpt Converse B, Smith (1 Nov 67 - 31 Jan 68)

2, INTELLIGEMCE:

a, General: During this reporting period, 1 Novewmver 1967 through
31 January 1968, enemy activity is categorized in three phases, based on
the three separate areas of operation.

b, Phase One: 1 November 1967 - 2 Jaunary 1968, Duc 'Pho - Mo Duc
ares of operation, This phase began in the middle of the enemy's Winter
Campaign that was designed to produce a propaganda left through a series
of quick victories in order to bolster the morale of his followers., On the
night of 30th October 1967, a Battalion size force attempted to destroy the
bridge over the Song Ve River (BS695635) and was driven off by elements of
the 2nd ARVN Division. As a result of a night ambush on 31 October 1967, a
prisoner was captured that confirmed the fact that the $7th MF Bn, 2nd MF
Regt attacked the Song Ve Bridge and was based in the Nui Lon Mountains (BS6747)
and Son§ Ve Valley (BS6049). Airborne.Pcrsonnel Detector missions (People
Sniffer), agent reports 2nd usual sightings co.firmed the fact that the
eneny had moved back into the mountains on the weetern border of the Brigade's

reconnaissance zone, On 3 November 1967, the 2nd Battalicn, 35th Infantry
conducted & ten da; operation in the Song Ve valley where it contacted small
elements of the C-18 LF Company and Sc:ttered NVA food gatheriug parties,

The ten day operation resulted in 25 enemy KIA, and the capture of 1% weapons,
On the 4th of November, the 1st B.ttalion, i4th Iafaniry launched 2 thirty
day operation in the hesvily forested, mountain area in the Southwest portion

of the Brigadets AQ (BS7&28) afcinst elements of the 22d NVA Regt, 3d NVA
Division., Captured documents and the P'!s revealed th.t the 1st Battalion,
t4th Lufantry had engsaged support elements of the 22d NA Regt to include the
Signal, Rccosnaissance, and Mortar companies, plus scattered elements of the
8th and 9th NVA B:ittalions of the 224 NVA Regiment. The operation terminated
with 109 enemy KIA, 57 weapons captured, to include two 824t mortars and 28
rounds of 8244 mortar ammunition. On or about 6 December 1967, the 224 WVA
Kegiment with two of its Battalions, withdrew from the mountains and moved
into the lowlands of Binh Dinh Province (vic BS9108) where they were quickly
engaged by the 1st Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Division and elements of the 22d
AEVR Division, Vithin a fifteen day period, the 224 NVi fegiment had lost over
600 men. The 7th and 8th NVi. Battalions along with regimental support come
panies sustained the bulk of the losses, The 9th NVa Battalion avoided
contact, In December 1967, the 97th MF Battalion moved South and lost over
150 men to elements of the 1st Air Cavalry Division., The remainder of this

L
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SUBJECT: Operitional lherort for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

phase was devoted to platoon and company size operations directed against
village and hamlet infrastructure, The local force units in close coord~
ination with the village and hamlet guerrillas, continued to liarrsss the
bBrig:de by planting mines and booby traps on the trails and roads throughout
the 40 with particular emphases along Highway #1, The e¢demy in the area
took advantage of the Christmas and New Year uease fire to rest and resupply
prior to the Spring Offensive,

e e e Mﬂ

c. Phase Two: 2 January 1968 -~ 25 Jauuary 1968. This phase found
the Brigade operating in the Son Tinh and Binh Sun Districts north of the
Song Tra Khuc River against several local force units, The encny's most
potent threat in this new »0 was his ability to avoid contact behind an
uncountable number of rines and boeby traps which azcounted for 9 KHAts and
30 WHA's, The single significant contuct that took place during this phase
was on 17 January 1967. Company B and Recon, 1st Battalion, 14th Infentry,
combat #ssaulted into an area where four local forcs VC Companies (T18, 21
Sapper, 31, 95) had just recentl; assembled in preparation for a forthcoming
attack., Brigade Aviation and gunships flyi.g in suppcryv of the combat
assault were the first to observe and eng-cge the eneny soldiers who were
moving about in a cemmwiications trench. The contact ealded laté in the after-
noon on the 17th with 80 enemy KIA and 36 weapons capturcd. The remainder
of this phase was spent conducting plateon and compan)’size search and
destroy operai;ions against small bands of local guerrillas that continued
to move ahead of the advancing troeps and place booby traps in their paths,

d, Phase Three: 26 January 1968 ~ 31 January 1968, A large build-
up of enemy units in the Northern pert ef the americal ‘A0 caused the Brigade
to rove Korth inte the Quang Nem Province und assume the AO ocvupied by the
3d Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Division. . relief in place was effected and
the 3d Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Division moved farther to the North. The
first part of this phase wis spent in platoon and compan; size operations in
an attempt to gain intelligence 28 to the enemy's probable actions during
the "IET" period, Intelligence reports revealed that the 2d KVa Division
Headquarters, the 1st VC KF hkegiment and the 3d NVA Regiment moved from
their buse areas, Vic AT8733 - AT9641, into the northern part of Duy Xuyen
District Vic AT9751 - ATO351, A3 part of the eneny!s overall plan to attack
during the normal "TET" cease fire period, two fire bases within the Bri-
gade's AO received iight to roderite mortar (82M: and 120MM) and 75M:
Recoilless Fifle attacks on 30 and 21 January 1968, sgent reports rew:sled
that a VC Company of the 105th LT Battalion with an iVa mortar platoc:
attached were responsible for shelling the Erigade's fire support bases,
Thang Binh and Que Sen District Head.uarters vrere shelled and attacked by
VC Local Force units th:t were working in clese coordination with local
guerrilla forces,

e, Summary of Enemy Perscnnel and Equipment Losses: 1 Nev 67 -
31 Jan 68,

CONFIDENTIAL i
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AVDDC-OP 2 February 1968

SUSJLCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968
1 NOVEMB:R 1967 - 2 JANUARY 1968  OPERATION B4KER

2 JANUARY 1968 - 2 JANUARY 1968  OPERATION MUSCATING
2l JANUSRY 1968 - 31 JANUARY 1968 OP.RATION WHEELER/WALLCWA

BKLR MUSCATINE WHEBLEY/WALLGWA
KT4 132 225 95
PW/NVA 6 0 0
PW/VC L8 11 1
¢D 26 5 0
b TURNEES 16 0 0
8a 135 53 7
6S 2 1 0
Si AMMO 6275 12845 9
81/82MM MORT RDS 29 2 1
6MM MOLT RDS 18 22 o
GRENS 2 236 &
TNT 37 1BS 0 150 LBS
B~40 KXTS 25 3 0
MINES 22 9 1
PACKS 102 3 L
CLOTHING SETS 102 7 1
WEB GuaR SETS 32 IN 1
PONCHO 38 4 1
MAGAZINES 126 0 1
MEDICAL EQUIPMeT 58 28 0
RADIOS 2 1 c
HUTS 17 19 3
BUNKELS 130 1 75
CAV.S 12 0] 2
JUNNELS 55 5 21
FOXHOLES 31 0 3
PUNJI PITS 13 C v
RICE 16 TONS 21T 27(C 1BS
SALT 0 306 LBS 0

3, CPERATIONS alD TiwnINING
a., Plans:

(1)During the period covered by this report, the 3d Brigade was
rusponsible for planning the relief of elements of the 196th Infantry
Brigade(LT) within a portion of the Muscatine o0 effective (120U January
1968,

(2) During the laetter part of the reporting veriod, the 3d

Brigede plannsed and conducted the relicf of the 3d Brig.ds, 1st ilr Cavalry Div

in 4 portion of the Whoeler/wWallova AC effective 261200 January 1968,
[
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8UsACT: Operationnl keport for Juarterly Period Eading 31 January 1968

(3) During the reporting period the 3d Bde sponsored the 11th
Inf Bde (LT) and the 198th Inf Bde (LT) (See Inclosure #4)
b. Opsrations:

(¢) General: The 3d Brig.de continued with the mission assigicd

for operation Baker until 0212(C January 1968, During this reporting period,
elements of the 3d Brigade conducted search and destroy omerztions in thuir
respective aveas of res»onsibility with attachments from C Troop, ist
Squadron, 10th Cavalry and the 2d Battalion, 9th artillery. Contacts during
the period were light-and in some cases initiated by the enemy; however, in
all cases the enemy force was defeated and enemy casusltics were moderste
to heavy. Friendly casusltivs were light. The 3d Brigade enemy/friendly
91led in action ratio is o very resoecctable 22,5 to 1 for the entire re-
porting period. During Operation Muscatine, (21201 January 1968 to 261200
January 1968, searchin: for, locating, and destroying tl.e onemy in tunncls
and caves became a necessity for the accomplishment of the assigned mission,
The most significant contact during Operation Muscutine occurred on 17
Januiry and was a result of a combinztion of timely intelligence, thorough
planning, and a combat assauli which foreed the enemy into an untenuble
position where he was destroyed by ground elements cnd armed helicopters.
In addition to the norm2l objectives of an Infantry Brig.de, the additional
objectives of interdicting the eunemy's supply routes a.ud inhibiting his
freedom of movement were established, These objectives were accomplished by
continual H&I artillery fires, strateglio location of firebases, and con-
tinual movement of troop elements in the field, By denying the cnemy the
ease of movement and the liberal amount of supplies he hud become accustomed
to, he was forced to disperse and operzte in swzll elements, Consequently,
the cnemy was caused to spend more time foraging and this decreased his
ability to attack in force, In both the Baker and Muscatine a0's, the con-
spt of operations inclided an advence over susrected avenues of cnemy
movement and a methotical search for cnemy personnel, caches, aid forti-
fications, The objective was to deny the enemy use of the inhabited lowlands
and thereby cut hin off from his source of food, intelligence, lsbor and re-
erulte, . The general plan was to have infantry battalions establish fire-
bases with the battalion command post and survorting indirect fire elements,
One rifle company was employed to guard the firebase and sonduct locsl
operations while the remainder of the infanry clemeats conducted oneratisns
througiiout the TaUR, After the enc.y wes found and fixed, all available
firapower was brought to bear as the infantry advanced, methodicully search-
ing every cnemy position. These procedures were continued during the ini-
tial phases of operation Wheeler/Wallowa,261201 January 1968 to 312400
January 1968,

(2) tst Battalion, 14th Infuntry: During the reporting period,
the 1st Bettalion, thth Infantry participated in Operstion Baker in the
Duc Pho area with the Battalion CP st "LZ THUNDER" (BS874323) and later in
the Cat Mit Valley located at the headwators of the an Lao kiver Vulley in
the 34 Brigadels Resonnaissance Zone, In January the Battalion moved with
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SUBJECT: Optratiocanl iejort for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

the 3d Brigade Task Foice and relieved elements of the 2d ROK Marine Brigade
vn the Batagan Peninsula, Operations were conducted in A0 Grant during Oper-
ation Musc:tine with the Battalion CP loc-ted at "LZ UPTIGHT® (BS731840).
Upon the relief of 4O Grant, the Battalion moved north on 25 and 26 January
and entered Operation Wheeler/Wallowa; establishing a Battalion CP at "2
COLT" (BS115327). During the reporting period the Battalion had many minor
cont=cts and ambush engagements with a major contact occuring on 17 January.
,&A)detailed explanation of the techniques employed is ccitained in inclosure
3)e

(3) 1st Battalion, 35tk Infantry: During ths reporting period
the Battalion conducted search and destroy operations in two TaOR's, During
Operation Wheeler the Battalion, OPCON to the 101st Airborne Divisim,
operated near Tam Ky, Republic of Vietnam with the Battalion CP locected at
"LZ M.RY LOU" (BT132203). During Operation Wallowa, the Battalion CP was
located at "12 BalDY® (BT132453). The Battalion reverted to 3d Brigade
control on 26 January when the 3d Erigade, 4th Infantry Division assiumed
respoasibility for the rorthern portion of the Wheeler/Wallowa AO., During
the period 26 January -~ 31 January, no significant contacts occurred,

(4) 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry: During the reporting period
the Battalion conducted search and destroy operations in the Baker AO; the
Muscatine 40, and the Wheeler/Wallowa AO. From 1 November to 18 December
1967 the Battalion CP was loc:ted at "LZ LIZ" (BS751436)., On 19 December
1967 the Battalion becams OPCON to the 198th Infantry Brigade (IT) and es-
tablished a Battalion CP at "1Z SUE" (BS567877), From 9 January to 31 Jan-
uary the Battalion participated in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa, OPCON to
the 196th Infantry Brigade (LT) with Battalion CP's at "Fire Support Base
West" (AT990250) and at "IZ ROSS® (BT029341). Throughout the period the
Battalion had many minor engagements with one moderate contact.

(5) 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry: From 19 January - 25 January,
the 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry was OPCON to the 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry
Division. During this period the Battalion had no major contacts; howéver,
there were numerous minor cont:icts and anbush engagements,

(6) Troop C, 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry: During the reporting
period the Troop was employed.in several cavalry roles, i.c., screening,
strong points, convoy security, etc,

(7) C Company, 4th Engineer Battalion:
(a) General: During the Quarter 1 November 1967 to 31
January 1968, Company C, 4th Engincer Battalion continued to support the

3d Brigade Task Force with combat engineer support in the area of operations
and with construction and maintenancs support at "1Z BRONCO® znd'"1Z BALDY",

8
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SURJ.XCT¢ Operational keport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968
(b) Operationss (LZ BROWCO)
J Clearing landing zones.
2 Destruction of vnemy coves, tmnnels, bunkers,and

defense positions,

3 Constructions maintenance,and clearing of defensive
perimuters,

L ¥ine clearing

5 Technical assistence in construction of field forti=-
ficutions,

(¢) Operations: (LZ BALDY)
1 Construction and maintenance of Brigade forward base,
2 Helipad construction and maintenance.
3 Maintaining 2 water supply point:
4 Peneprime distribution,
5 Mine clearing.
6 Twad construction,
(6) «d Battalion, 9th Artillery:

(2) General: During the period 1 November 1967 to 2 Jan-
uary 1968, the mission of the 24 Battulion, 9th artillery was direct support
of the 3d Brigade, L4th Infantry Division on Operation Bzker, Battory a was
OPCON to the 3d Brigade, 101¢t airborne Division and 3d Brigade, 1st
Cavalry (Airmobile) Division in Operation Wheeler/Wallowa in direct support
of the 1-35th Infantry, Battery B was in direct support of the 1-14th In-~
fantry, and Battery C was in direct support of the 2-35 Infantry,

1 Additioncl artillery units which were under the
operational control (OPCON) of this Bottzlion were os follows:

£ 2d Battalion, 11th artillery (155mm) from 1 November
to 2 January with the mission of Reinforcing,

(1)Battery C, 3d Battalion, 18th artilley (8" -
175mm) was OPCON to the 2d Battalion; 11th Artillery during this period,

?
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SUBT.LCT: Operation:l Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

(2)0ne scarchlight section from Battery G, 29th
Artillery was also attached to the 2d Battalion, 11th artillery for this
period,

b Battery A, éth Bzttalion, 11th Artillery (105um) from
30 December to 2 January with the mission of Reinforcing,

(b) During the period 2 January through 25 January tradi-
tiocnal missions continued in the following AO!s,

1 Battery A - Operation Wheeler/Wellowa,
2 Battery B ~ Operation Muscatine,

a During the 11 January through 25 January Battery
G, 6th Battalion, 11th Artillery was OPCON to the 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery
with the mission of keinforeing,

3 Batvery C - Operation Muscatine 2 January - 17 Jan-
uary.

a During the period 11 January-through 25 January

Battery C became OPCON to the 196th Infantry Brigade (I¥) 4n operation
Wheeler/Wallowa,

(¢) During the period 25 January througn 31 January the
2d Battalion, 9th Artillery continued the mission of direct supmort to the
3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division in support of Operation Wheeler/Wallowa.
Battery A was in direct support of the 1-14th Infantry, Battery B was in
JArect support of the 1-35th Infantry and Battery C was in direct support
of the 2-35th Infantry,

J Additional artillery units available to this Bat-
talion were as follows:

a Battery C, 3d Battalion, 16th artillery (155mm)
25 January to 31 January with the mission of GSR,

b Battery B, 3d Battalion, 18th artillery (8" -
175mm) 25 Janwary to 31 January with the mission of GSR.

¢ Battery G, 29th Artillery (2 searchlirht sections),
25 Janvary to 31 January attached to the 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery,

d Battery W, 2d Battalion, tith aArtillery (U.S.
Marines, 155mm) 25 January to 31 January with the mission of GSR.

10
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(4) The following is a summary of the missions and number
of rounds fired during the reporting period:

UNOBS

OBS MSN RDS MSN RDS H&I TGTS kDS
NOV 387 6957 830 3268 785 1231
DEC 187 3515 664, 1885 47 3119
JAN %g 5883 785 7232 696 5062
T0Tal 892 16355 2279 12435 2130 9412

ARVN SUPPORT ROUNDS FIRED
NOV ——— —enen
DE — ——
Jal 75 16C5
TOTAL 5 160L5

(9) Aviation:

(a) During the quarter the Brigade aviation scction flew
a total of 1214 hours, 293 sorties, and carried 1722 passengers, Of the
total OH-23G flying time, 639 hours and 405 sorties were flown én scout
operations, The section recorded 57 confirmed enemy KIale =2nd 27 vicapons
either captured or picked up by the ground troops. Three aircraft were
daraged by mortars, Six airsraft were damaged by enemy ground fire and fiw:
crewnen were wounded,

(b) Tactical Air Support statistics for the reporting
period are as follows:

FAC MISSIONS COMBAT SKY SPOTS

Reg Flown Req Flown
L) 148 69 55 33
DLC 95 31 L8 Lo
JAN 5 13 1 0
TOTAL 258 113 104 73

(10) Chemical: During %he reporting period personncl detect--
ion missions and CS-1 drum drop wnissions were greatly reduced because
of monsoon weather which produced sioud cover in mountainous target areas,
The following chemical activities wore conducted by the Brigade:

11
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(a) Use of CS grenades on a daily besis by ground troops
and the Brieade Aviation Section in support of tactical operations,

(b) Employment of CS, grenades by military police to con-
trol clvilians in base camp areas,

(c) Five (5) CH-47 Sorties were flown with CS-1, 55 gallen
drum drops. A total of 5,600 pounds of CS-1 Riot Control agent was expended
on suspected enemy supply routes,

(d) Five Personnel Detsction Missions were flown, two of
which were with OH-23 helicopters,

(11) Training: During the reporting period 3d Brigade TF per-
sonnel greduated from the following schools:

SCHOOL #. (FegIUATAD
3d Brigade NCO Preparatory School 140
4th Division NCO School 33
Brigade replacement Training §43

¥

Lth Division Pre-Recondo School
:MACV Recondo School

G

he LOGISTICS:

a. General:The 3d Support Battalion (PROV) has primary responsibility
for logistical support of the Brigade, General. support was provided by
FSi (Tmek Force McDonald) until 26 January 1968 when the Brigade moved to
4Z BALDY, At thaot time, TM FRAZIER assumed responsibility for general
support of the Brigade, The Brigade continues to use iks requisitioning,
shipping and receiving actions c¢oncerning ClassII and IV items and repair
parts. Repair parts requisitions are passed through our general support
maintenance activity, the 188th Maintenance Battalion at Chu lai, all other
requisitions are delivered by courier to Qui Nhon Depot. Supply end Main-
tenance support for elements of the Brigade rear detachment at Pleiku base
canp is provided by the Ath Infantry Division..

b, Supply:
(1) Clase I

. :a Prior to the Brigade moving to 1Z BaLDY, all items were
provided by FSA with distribution made to the Brigade Class I yard for
storage and lssuoy.-Ration bregkddwn for all units at LZ BRONCO was accom-
plished by the 3d Support Battalion (PROV), Perishaobles vere stored in two
1% ton refrigeration vans and four 600 cubic feet refrigerators, After moving
to IZ BAIDY, 3rd Support Battalion (PROV) assumed responsibility of the

1%
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Class I yard including ration breakdown and distribution to all unitsg
(b) Class I isstues for reporting period:

A Rations 546,000

C Rations 262,324

LRRP Rations 16,147

(2) Class II and IV:

(a) Depot shirs directly to our activity address code
through the Brigade Supply Cfficer, to a Class II-and'IV skdrage and die-
tribution area, This wag .:ade possible by the opening of a supply account
enabling all organic, attached and opcon units to requisition and draw
directly from the Brigade Supply Officer, rather than returning to a distant
base camp,

(b) The Brigade continucs to make extensive use of the
uirstrip at Duc Pho which aids the functioning of the logistical train,
bringing quick delivery of personnel and necessary items of equipment,

(3) Class III

(a) At LZ BRONCO, Task Force McDonald provided wholesale
issue of all types of fuel., Storase capacity was increased to 871,000
gallons on 5 Descember after completion of the tank furm, At LZ BalDY,all
fuels are wholevsale issued by 3d Support Battalion (PHOV), Storage capacity
%s 1L?,LOO gallons, at firebase Ross, POL is issucd by 3d Support Battzlion
PROV), )

(b) POL issues report period (gzllons): JP4 (887,0U) -
av gas (94,000) - MO gas (448,00C) ~Diescl (447,000),

(4) Class IV:
(2) at LZ BHORCO, Takk Force McDonald operated the 4SP and
was supported from Qui Nohn and on occzsion from Chu Lai. Since moving
to 1LZ BaLDY , T FRAZIER operates the aSP. hesupply of Class IV originates
froa Chu Lai. Storage space limihs stock.ge objectives to 2 5 day supply
of nost items.

(5) Class V issues for the reported period:

13
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155mn HE 57,875
105tm HE 63,055
L2t HE 12,302
81mm HE 18,454

{6) Transportation:

(2)Two (2) light truck squads and one (1) medium truck
iguad from the 3d Support Battzlion (PhOV) suport the Brigide units at
BaLDY,

(b) air Force G123 aircraft provided a scheduled airlift
between the Brig:de at Duc Pho and its rear detachments at Plelku, Since
moving to LZ BaLDY, air 1ifts have been provided by americal Division
Transportution Cffice, The 4th Infantry Division Trensportution Office
hzs provided flights on request from the 3d Brigade rear detachment at
Pleiku, Tein Chu Lei is in the process of schcduling missions between Pleiku
and LZ BilDY. During the report period, the following air movemant record
was conpiled:

(a) Sorties: 326
(b) Passengers: 6949
(¢) Cargo: 113 tons

(7) Medical:

(a) "D Co, Ath Medical Battalion provides immediate
riedical support for the Brigade, Excellent ovacuction supvort was given
by the 498th Medical Company, air ambulance, and by the air Force evacuetion
temms, While at LZ BRUNCO, D Co evacuated paticnts to the 2d Surgical
Hospital in Chu Lai and to the 67th and 85th BEvacuation Hospitels in Qui
Fhon, Since 20 January 1968 "D" Co h.s moved to LZ . BALDY and is getting
cvacuation support from the 54th Modiczl Conpany. There is no air Force
evacuation team, Patients are sent to 2d Surgical Hospit:l in Chu Lai and
Maval Station Hospitezl in Da Nang.

{b) Medical Stutistics for reporting period:
Discaise Patients Ly 430
Battle Casualties 206

14
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Non-battle casualties 591
. Total 5,227
Patlents admitted to ward 1,346
v Patients evacuated to hospitals 1,189
Patients returned to duty 2,900

5, CIVIL 4FFaIHES

a. Gener.l: Priority of effort was directed towards the following
four areas: Public health and sanitation, public educction, refugee relief,
and civic construction, All projects were designed to be short ringe and
high Lipact in hature. 11 projiects requested by GVN officials and all
work was performed by indigenous personnel, US personnel and units parti-
c¢ipating in civic action were tiue 3d Brigede S-5 section; 4th si Platoon,
29th Civil nffairs Company; and the subsector MACV advisory team, GVN
agenciss included four RDC Tecms; GVN refugee relief personnel, VIS per-
sonnol, and a culture draina tean,

b. Public health and sanitation:
(1) Medcap results:

& Sick call 11,846
b Dental 181
¢ Baths for éhildren 672

(2) GVN health workers trained 6

(3) Latrines constructed L

(4) Public health filus shon 9

(5) Duc Pho hospitul wes fitted with screen doors and windows,
¢, Public cducation:

(1) Construction of two elementary schools was completed, ( §
classroons).

(2) Work continued on two «lementary schools. {9 rooms)
(3) 2€0 school kits were distributed.

15,
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SUB:.CT: Operationel keport for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968
(L) 17 classrooms of school furniture were budlt,

(5) 12 hours of English clesses were taught weekly. Total stu-
dent participation 270,

(6) 50 General Walt scholarships were administerd.
d., Refugee rellef:

(1) 800 housing units were initiated in 3 seperate camps, Units
ure 50% completea

(2) 38 loads of foodstuffs were distributed to supplement the
CCRDS food progr.n,

(3) The sanitary £i11 was opurated by three camps on a rotating
basis and the salvage Jumber utilized to build homes and start several
srall vweoderaft shops,

(4) 200 refugees were given steady employment producing rock
which was uscd to upgrade the base camp rozd network.

(5) in additional 2U0 refugees were employed daily within the
carnp £11ling sandbags, building bunkers, digging drainage ditches, etc,

() Transportation was provided CURDS to assist moving the food
and moterials provided the District through civilian channels,

e, Civic construction:
(1) One market was constructed in Sa Huynh (BS924223).

(2) six entrance gates were built on zpproaches to schools
and public buildings,

(3) Construction on six wclls were completéd.
(L) a refugee reception cunter was initiatad.

(5) Poles and wire were procured for the rural clectrification
program,

f. Psywer:

(1) Psychological operations included leaflet drops, ground and
1erial speuker missions (both Jive and taped).

a?
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(2) Leaflet drops and aerial speaker missions were accomplished
using C-47, Q0-2, and UH-1D aircraft. Ground missions were accomplished
with a 25C watt sneader,

(3) Armed propaganda personnel were available; howevery,
effectiveness and potential was not realized because of a lack of requests
from the battalions 4o utilize the team in the ficld.

(4) Sumary:
(a) Leaflets dropped 25,240,000
(b) aerial sceaker time 34 hours
(c¢) Ground speaker time 270 hours
(8) Ralliers 7
(e) Leaflets made 8
(£) Tapes made 32
€, PERSONNEL

&, Unit Strength:

(1) As of 31 January 1968, the strengthe of the units of the
3d Brigzde TF, 4th Infantry Division were as follows:

AUTH a8G & aTTACH PDY
" HOFF.OMO EM OFF WO EM OFF MO EM
HHC Bde 24 £ 102 32 5 187 22 4 155
1-14 Ing 45 2 924, 43 2 829 L2 2 809
1-35 Inf I 2 924 43 2 849 L3 2 80
2-35 Inf L5 2 92, Lk 2 827 L 2 808
2-9 arty 37 3 450 37 2 412 3 2 40
C-4th Engr 5 0 142 5 0 130 5 0 130
B/GhMadnt 4 2 113 L O 99 L0 9
D/k Med 8 0 83 b ¢ 66 6 0 59
C/1-10 Cav 5 o 179 5 o 169 5 ¢ 169
L40th SD 1 0 26 1 0o 27 1 0 27
14th PIO 2 0 3 2 _ 0 3 2 U 3
TOTALS 221 15 3870 222 13 3597 214, 12 3476
17
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% 5 (2) The 3d Brigade TF, 4th Infantry Division strength fluc-
. ‘ tuated daily during this period, The following are periodic strength figures:
ASSIGNED EDY .
D.TE OFF WO M LTE OFF W0 EM
3 1Jan 223 14 3595 1Jan 215 1L 3435 )
: 8Jdan 22, 14 3595 8 Jan 215 14 3435
3 15Jan 221 11 359 15 Jan 211 10 3449
3 22 Jan 222 12 3391 22 Jan 214 11 3478
, 29 Jan 226 13 3630 29 Jan 222 12 3528
(3) The number of friendly casualties for Nov, Dec, Jan are as
E follows: KIA WIA WIi - DIED OF WOURCS
A OLGANIC UNITS: 29 179 5
% (4) Numbcr of Emergency leaves:
3 NOY  DEC g
HHC Bde 5 2 2
1=14 Inf 7 3 3
1-35 Inf 5 8 4
] 2-35 Inf 6 5 2
2-9 Arty L 0 0 ]
d C-1/10 Cav 0 1 2 §
o /L Engr 0 0 2 |
D-4 Med 2 1 0 ;
4Oth IPSD 0 0 1 i
B/704, ¥aint o o 1
g 30 21 17

s (5)

(1)

7

S

o

Personnel Departed for PCS and ETS

NOV 798 «
DEC 939 «
JAN 657 «

b. Morale: DMorale continues to bz excellent within the command,

Mail
(a) Number of bags received: 9,167

18
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SUBJICT: Operstional Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 Jenuary 1968
* (b) Number of bags dispatched: 4,356
(¢) Total value of money orders sold: $1,113,635.56
(d) Total stamp value scld: $14,706,90
(e) Mail was not received on the following dates:
NV 2, 3, 10, 22, 25
DEC 8
JalN 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 31
Q)R &R

' \ (a) Out of country allocations were sufficient to satisfy
the nceds of the command,

(b) Monthly out of country allocations were as follows:
MWV DEC AN

HHC 3d Bde 32 27 18
1~14 Inf 54 54 Wl
1-35 Inf Jx3 55 L6
2-35 Inf AN 51 L8
2-9 arty 27 2L 22
3d Spt Bn 5 9 15
€/1-10 Cav 11 12 13 i
“Oth IPSD ¢ 0 5 ‘

219 232 211
¢, Promotion. allozationa:

E

B4 E5 E-6 E7 E-8 E-9
1=14 Inf 59 138 32 0 ¢ 0
1«35 Inf 95 18 35 0 0 0
2-35 Inf 68 152 36 0 0 3
2-9 Arty ¢ 11 ¢ G ¢ 0
4Oth IPSD b 3¢ U ¢ 0
14th P10 0 ¢C 0 ¢ ¢ 0
HHC 3d Bde v 0 ¢ ¢ 0 G
19
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DECEMBER
by . oL E-4 E-§ E-6 E7 B8 B )
f=14 Inf 80 113 36 0 0 0
1-35 Inf 95 148 L5 C 0 0 g
2-35 Inf 40 143 43 0 0 0
2-9 irty 9 38 18 ¢ 0 0
4Oth IPSD 1 3 C ¢ ¢ U
14th PIO ¢ 1 0 ¢ 0 P
HHC 3d Bde 0 0 0 0 0 1
JAaNUARY
114 Inf 101 Wy 55 0 0 0
1=35 Inf 61 101 34 0 0 o} f
2-35 Inf 131 155 L9 0 0 0 {
2-9 arty 70 29 12 o 0 0 \
4Gth IPSD 0 o] ¥ ¢ 0 0 ,
14th PIO C 0 o 0 0 0 |
HHC 3d Bde 0 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0
(3) Awards Presented:
NV DEC g
Distinguished Service Cross 0 0] 0
Distinguished Service Medal 0 0 0
Silver Star Medal 17 3 0
Legion of Merit 1 0 1
Distinguished Flying Cross 1 1 0
Soldiers Medal 0 G ¢]
Bronse Star with #Hyn L8 9 2
Bronze Star Medal 50 6 0
Alr HMedal 66 7 1
Army Cormendation with wyn 34 8 1
Arny Commendation Medal 67 27 6
f, Reenlistment:

elig-reenl eligsreenl: élig-reenl Percent
Last Prior Service RA (Carser) 3 3 1 1 3 3 100%

20
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SUBJiCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968
NOY DEC N
elig-reenl elig-reenl elig~reenl Percent

Last Prior Service (1st Term) 5 3 1 1 3 3 70%
. Last Prior Service (aUS) 12 L 18 5 21 3 23,6%

20 10 22 8 26 8 64.5%

SECTION 2 (C) COMMANDERS OBSERVATIONS

Observations (Lessons lLearned)
1, (C) Personnel: NOT USED
' 2, (C) Intelligence:

as Item: Use of Vietnamsse National Police, village and hamlet officials,

and mizsitary intelligence informants in combat operations,

Discussion: American units have successfully used National Police
and village officials daring canbat operations, However, skilled interpreters are
rneeded to convey the US Commanders objectives. A thorough briefing is necessary
end should include identity of the area of operations, cormand relationships, and
objectives to te attained.-by the liztincl Police and villege officirlse  Irhable-
tants within the A0 should be interrogated in detail to determine which are innocent
civilians end which are Viet Cong,

Observation: i thorough briefing of National Police and village
officials is a necessary prerequisite before employing them with US units,

b Item: NVi bunkers cnd static observation points,

Discussion: Long Range Reconnaissane Patrols operating on ridges
vhere there is low scrub vegetation or high single canopy should be especially
watchful for bunkers and fortified OP's, These installations are located where
they have o cormanding view and excellent fields of fire on both sides of the ridge.

Observation: Long Renge Recomnaissance Petrols should be extremely
careful to avoid detection when patrclling ridges, If they are engaged by per-
sonnel manning fortified positions, the best course of action is to withdraw and
report the bunker location to a higher unit,

¢o Item: Movement of Long Range Patrol,

Discussion: When patrolling in wlatively open or high single canopy
terrain a loose diamond formation is usually more effective than a file formation,
4 loose diamond formation with 4 to 6 meters between personnel has been found to
be the best formation for immediate reaction to enemy contact, More firepowgr can
be achieved to the front without sacrificing firepower to the flanks, A 1 break
of comtact can be made by the point disengaging through the center of the dlamamd

21
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whisc the flanks reverse directions, In jungle or heavy vegetation; however,
2 file fomatiun is nost desirable for maintaining control and leaving littls .
sign of nmoement through the area, [

Observaticn: The diamend formation has proven to be best suited .
for long range patrols unless the veretation is so dense that a file formation
is required,

e o A R B e

B4 A

de Item: Use of aircraft with OH~23 helicopters on Scouting Missicns,
Discussion: Use of the 01-E aircraft with a qualified aerial
observer in conjunction with a scoubing teamr of OH-23 helicopters has proven
to be a valuable intelligence asset during the reporting period, The O1-E
flying ot & higher altitude can observe & larger area aond detect movement and
suspected enemy locations that require further investigation. The location is
then nmarkecd with a suoke rocket and the scout team takes the area under close
econnaissance, If enemy are sighted they are taken under fire by machineguns
nounted in the OH-23,
Obscrvation: 4 team of OH-23 helicopters and a O1~E Bird Dog air-
ceraft have proven effective in gathering intelligence information as well as finding
and engaging enemy in hidden positicns,

i

A.
S e e e R et

%A

e, Item: Response to MID reports,

Discussion: Operations in r latively pacified areas of operstion
require extensive use of intelligence reports to completely eliminate hemlet
guerrillas fron the A0,
¢ Observation: Operations must be directed at the hamlet infrastruc-
X ture to prevent cnemy activity in relativeiy secure or pacified areas., This
k! unit has conducted operations directed at the. hamlet infrastructure by utilizing
- good intelligence information provided by MID persomnel. As reliable information
was gathered by MID personnel successful operations were planned,

o Cay #

3. (C) Operationss:

R R AT A TR

a. Item? Close air support,
£ Discusgion: iir Force Tac-Air has not been extensively employed by
bettalion size units during this period for two reasons:

(1) Enemy contact has usually been at very close quarters to VN
civilisns in populated areas or to US troops, Use of Tac-Air might have resulted
in US troops and VC ‘civilian casualties,

(2) Helicopter gunships; hewever, have been employed extensively,

f They were found to be more responsive and could give the pinpoint accuracy necded
3 for the close cuntact normally fuund in the Bde's 40,

3 Observation: Helicopter gunships are very effective when units are
3 in close contact with the enemy. Direct communication with the gunship versus

9 relaying through FiC to tactical aircraft focilitates a flexible response to a
rapidly changing close contact,

Ve

3 b, Item: Use of the E-8 CS Tactic:l Launcher and CS grenades,
E: Discussicn: There has been no opportunity to employ these devices
in a combat situstion and to evaluate their effectiveness; however, they have been

.
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put inte perdmcter defeuse p.ositicns, Test firings show *hat adequate coverage
c” any target area is ohbtnined. Wind direction is a pr.u e factor in the employ-
r.=nt of thesc dispensers, In offensive cperotions, CO grenades heve been very
effective in routing the cneny and suspected enemy from tunkers and holes.

Observation: €S (Riot Contrel igent) is an asset in both offensive
and defensive situations, Its ccntinued use wi'l enhance the effectiveness of
combat operaticns,

¢, Item: Effectiveness of night operaticns,

Discussion: Night operctions were cenducted ageinst Viet Cong
elenents tu keep them frouw noving at night., .mbushes are effective, but greater
psychclogical results can be obtained by moving small elements throughout a selected

Observation: Interrogaiion of priscners has revealed that.night oper~

vians have a demoralizing effect on the Viet Cong ond prevent them from noving
freely at night to collect taxes and propagandize the population,

d, Itcm: Operotion of the AN/VRC-12 series of radios with a Yagi antenna,

Discugsion: This unit has operated a two=-station special purpose FM
net, The two stations were separated in such o manner that terrain would not
permit operation of a net utilizing the AN/VRC-12 series of radios with RC-292
antennas, It was decided to try a folded dipole (Yagi antenna) at each station
instead of the RC-292, The efficiency of this antenna enabled reliable FM voice
camunication to be condunted between the twe stations utilizing the RT-524, The
directi.nal characterietics of the Yagi limits net configuration to two stations.

Observation: Hmployment of the Yagi antenna with the present series
of FM radios provides more econonical (i.e, elimination of relays) long range FM
vcice cormunications,

e. Item: Effectiveness of the new D and E companies (Infatry Battalion).

Discussion: The adcition of these units has increased the combat
cffectiveness of the Infantry Battalion, The extra rifle company (D company) gives
the Batt:lion grecter flexibility., E Company, composed of the combat elements of
Jeadquarters Cumpany (i.e, Recon Platoon and 442" Mortar Platoon) can be nore
effectively controlled, *

Observation: The reorganized Infantry Battslion can concentrate on
cunbat operations with the lettered companies and rely on Herdquarters Company for
the necessery administrative and maintenance functions,

£, Itemt Need for peneprine distribution equipment.

Digcussion: The ap:lic~ation of peneprire or similar dust pallative
is 2 major engineer task in Vietnam. hidequate distribution equipment 1is not
aveilable to combet engineer compenies mnd battalions, Currently, distribution
is accomplished with improvised applicators which are both awkward and inefficient.
i large capacity, truck-mounted distributor (800 gollons or larger) is needed.

Observation: Present equipnent available for dust pallative distribu-
tion is unsatisfactory. Necessary applicators should be included in the TOE's of
Engineer Units,
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g, Iten: Use of OH-23 helicopters for Personnel detection nissions,
Discusgion: Two test missions were flown using & modified manpack
personnel detector in an OH-23 Helicopter., The purpose of the test was to deters
nine if the OH=-23 could be.used for detection "Beagle! missions, The OH-23's
were enployed in pairs with ons ship carrying two door gunners. When the detector
indicated the presence of personnel on the ‘ground, the area was searched and any enomy
was taken under fire, More "Beagle" missions will be conducted in future operations,
Observation: Personnel detection (Beagle) nissions were successful

and were found tc be valuable in locating the enemy in areas inhabited by civilian
persomel.,

h, Itemt Infusion of Popular Foree Personnel into US Units during

catbet operations.
Discussion: Popular Force personnel wers infused at the squad and
lre tean level; keeping them in pairs and separated inthe file by two or more

uS soldiers, Two interpreters were avallable and were utilized during these
operations. Upon completion of the days operation, Popular Force persomel wers
recssenbled into their own platoon orgenization and released at predesignated points,
At this tine, the US Units would emplace stey behind ambushes to prevent compromise
of their positions., All &ttempts to integrate Popular Force personnel into these
gibushes were megated by the Popular Force Co.mander, who daily stated his personnel
had other missions to perform curing the howrs of derkness,

Observation: A major problem arez was the lack of communication even
though two interpreters were available, This problem was particularly noticeable
when contect was made. Squad leaders hed great difficulty in making PF personnel
understand what needed to be done, A lack of discipline resulting from the
ebsence of a chain of coumand was cbserved in the platoons that worked with this
unit; however, the presence of US Advisors favorably effected the performance of
FF wnits, IF units were extremely effective cduring search operations; however,
wher: contact was nade they did not demonstrate o working knowledge of the principles

© fire and meneuver, PF persomnel were more than eager to return fire but
.sitant to niake any forward movement,

i, Itemt Combined US, RF/FF cperations,

Discussion: The best method of conducting combined US, RF/PF operstions
is to enploy the US Units as the cordon and to use the RF/PF Unit to perform the
search,

Observation: The most successful conbined operations have been con-
ducted when zdvisors were present t¢ co-ordinate the RF/FF search element with the
overall operation plan, Without the assistance of advisors and interpreters, the
RF/FF Units lack discipline and do not search thoroughly,

Jo Item: Radio consoles for cousand and control helicopters.,

Discussion: Coimand and rontrol aircreft utilized by this unit are not
always equippe¢ with radic consoles, Standard consoles are effective and allow
close coordinction during combat assaults or combat opercticns, Jury-rigged con-
scles are & poor substitute, due to the lengbhy installation time which moy preclude
utilizing the Cormand and Cuntrol aircraft for dther missions such as medevac, re-
supply, and evccuation of dead.
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SULJECT: Operati rcl Repert £.r Quarterly Perind Inding 31 Jdanmary 1968 i
i
) Obscrvati m: Command and Cuntrel helicopters should be equipped
with ccns les t~ provide m.re reliable curmwnications with tactical units on the %

ground and to prevent loss of time while installing Jury-rigged eonsoles,
Le (C) Iogistics: Not Used,
5 (C) Civil Affairss

a., Item: Interpreter for HB (2 man londspeaker) Psychclogical Warsera
Tean,

Digcussion: The HB Psychological Warfare Team attached to this
Lrigade does not have an assigned interpreter who is trained in psychclogical
operaticns, This necessitates substituting an interpreter from other sources
wh. is not troined in the technigues of psychological warfare., Consequently,
the effectiveness of the team is greatly reduced,

Observation: Each HB team should have a psychological operatiuns
trained interpreter assigaed to it frm the resources of the psychulogical oper-
atizng bottalion,

b, Item: O0-2 aircraft serial loudspeaker missicns.

Discussicns Interrcgation of FOW!s and Hoi Chanhs inaicote that
speaker rissiuns from tle 0=2 circraft flown in excess of 1500! altitude are nct
understandable, This observetion is further substantiated by interpreters and
GVN trocps who were placed on specific targets as test personnel, Numercus
recormendatiions that 0-2 airersft broadeast at an altitude of 1500! have been
forwarded tircugh chanrels,

Observation: Q-2 loudspecker missions should be flown ot an altitude
of 1500! since the exparience of this Brigade incdicates that the present progranm is

ineffective,
A 2srp & Wy
GECRGE 'g./ WEAR
Colonel, Infantry
Cormanding :
% Incls

1. Overlay of Baker AO 1
2, Map of Muscatine and Wheeler/Wailowa AO's ,
3. Combat ifter Action Report of 17 Jan 68, Battle of Fhu Nhieu

4e Sponsor Program

Distribution:

CINCUSARPAC C0, C/1~10TH C.V
DCG, USARV CO, C/LTH ENGR
CG, IFFV

€O, HHC 3/4TH
CG, AMERICLL DIV )
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1
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G, 1ST CAV DIV X0 1
€0, 1=14TH INF 51 1
€O, 1-35TH INF s2 1
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AVDF-GC' (2 Feb 68) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operatienal Repert fer Quarterly Peried 31 January 1968 (U)

DA, H), Americal Divisien, APO San Francisce 96374 8 MAR 1969

TO: Cemmanding General, United States Army, Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
APO San Francisce 96375

fs (U) PForwarded herewith is the subject report ef the 3d Brigade TP,
ikth Infantry Divisien,

2, (U) This headguarters cencurs with the ebservations and comments
centained in the repert,

FOR THE COMMANDER:
¥V KAZUTO KAWABATA

/ Capt, AGC
Asst Adjutant General
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AVHGC-DST (2 Feb 68) 2d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 9 MAR 1968

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons

Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1968 from Headquarters, i
3d Brigade TF, 4th Infantry Division (AJ5A) as indorsed,

2. Concur with report as indorsed. Report is considered adequate.

3. A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting unit
through channels.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

A nteabrelensn:
C. S NASANISUKASA
Captamn, ARG
Assistent Adjutant General

Copy furnished:
HQ 3d Bde TF, 4th Inf Div
HQ Americal Div
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GPOP-DT (2 Feb 68) (U) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 3d Bde TF, 4th Inf Div for Pericd
Ending 31 January 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

ot i ation, AR
— ‘

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 12 APR 1958

. TO; Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

N This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Ctfhpes—

C.L. SHORTY
E CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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= AVDDC-OP 2 February 1968 g
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations after action Report

P

2. Date of Operation: 170BCUH tc 1718CUH January 1968,

: i
; : 1, Name of Operation: Battle of PHU NHIEU. ?
| !
] ‘ 3. Location: PHY NHIEU (1) Hamlit, Quan 3inh Son District, Quang Ngai g
8 Province, RVN, ?
> 4. Cormand and Control Headquorters:

3 e, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry, This operation was eoordinated
with an operation by the 1st Battclion, 52nd Infantry,

b. heporting Officers:
(1) LTC George L. Ball, CO 1~-tith Iuf,

EA TR G G Bn e e

(2) CPT Albert D, Carter CO a/1-1L4th Inf,
(3) 1LT Bruce G. Shipley CO B/1~1Ltu Inf.
(4) CPT Robert R, Vaughn CO G/1-14 Inf,

S

[ (5) CPT Harold E. Sells CO D/1-14 Inf.
2 (6) 1LT Terry E. Bender ken Plat/1-14th Inf,

5. Task Organization:
a. Coupany 4, 1st Battalion, 1L4th Infantry,
b. Company B, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry,
E: ¢. Coampany C, tst Bottalion, 14th Infantry.
d. Company D, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry.
€. Reconnaissznce Platoon, 1st Battalion, 14th Infantry,
6. Supporting Forcus:

. a. artillery fire suorort was rroviied by B Btry, 2nd Battilion,
9th artillery and & Btry, 3rd Battalion, 18th artillery. although only
85 rounds of 105mma amamunition were expended during the LZ preparction
: after an unexpected chunge in the landing zone, the fire wes chiracterized
4 by & high degree of accuracy and flexibility,

o Inclosure 3
- CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL 3¢
AVDDC-OP 2 February 1968
SUBJECT: Combat Cperaticns After Action-Report

B, The 123rd, 174th, and 176th assault Helicopter Companies pro-
vided aerial surveillance, troop lift,and armed helicopter support. In
addition, HHC, 3d Brigade aviation Section provided OH-23 observation
helicopter (armed) support, The armed helicopters and the OB-23's operated
under the control of airboine and ground cormanders,

¢. 3d Brigade Aviation Section OH-23!s were amed with two (2)
M-6( machineguns each and furnished the ground cormanders with suppressive .
fires and immediate information on the enemy's location, moveaent, and
weapons capabilities, They engaged and killed a totzl of seven (75 ve.

7. Intelligence:

Intelligence rerorts received during the planning stages for
the scareh 2nd destroy operation to be conducted on 17 January 1968, in-
Yicated that the. 95th LF Company was operating in the hills, vic BS692875,
Jn 14 January 1968, the Binh Son District Headquarters reported that the
95th LF Company was located in an Thinh (2) Hanlet, BS725896, Based on
this information, an Thinh (2) was designated as the ol:jective arez, The
95th Coupany was reported tc have a strength of 106 men equipped with
81 mortars, 2 LMG's and assorted siall ams. It was anticipated that
when US forces entered the area the eneuy would hide in the ditches and
hedgerows and fire on the advance c<lements, As US forces closed on the
village, the eneuy was expected to withdraw and try to evade to the north
or south along the coast and hide in the nany bunkers and hdles within
An Thinh, a4 combat ass~ult wacs planned on the high ground cbout three and
one hulf kilonmeters from the objective, an Thinh (2), Elements fron a
and B Conpanies, 1st Battalion 52nd Infantry were tu occury blocking
positions along the beach and the high ground north of san Thinh (2), Elements
designated for the combat assault were B Coupany, 1st Battalion, 14th
Infantry and the Reconnaissance Platoon 1-14th Infantry. The initial con~
tact was initiated by VC employing BAR and L¥G fire on a/1-52nd Infantry
.t approximately (815H, Because of this contact, a new landing zone was
selected. closer to the objective area. The elements on the landing zone
did not receive any contact. However, as the Reconnaissance Platoon moved
200 neters to the southeast they received automatic weapons fire and
several M~79 rounds or hand grenades, The eneuy was hiding in trench lines
concealed by thick hedgerows along trzils and villages, and the Battle
of PHU NHIEU ensued. Almost immedintely, the enemy troops were observed
from the air by an aerial observer in an armed OH-23 helicopter, OH-23's-
angaged the eneny at hedgerow level and inflicted many casualties and
created o grest deal of c-nfusion anong the enemy, As the maneuver cle-
ments of B Company,and the Reconnaissance Platoon of the 1st Battalion,
14th Infantry angaged the confused cnery, the VO became disorganized and
fled from the area of contact to hide in the niny bunkers and hedgerows
in the vicinity of PHU NHIEU (1), PHU NHIEU (2) and PHU NHIEU (3). The
Battle of PHU NHIEU then became one of seaiching the hamlets, house by

3-2
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houge, hedgerow by hedgerow, and bunker by bunker. The enemy had to be
flushed fron their hiding vluces or killed in them. In the action thers

Ty A oF 1 oy w0Y AT T

: were eight prisoners taken; among than an acting plat leader. Interrogation ;
; of these prisoners indicated that the eneny hud clenents of four Local
3 J Force Companies involved in the Battle of PHU NHIEU. The units identified ;
4 were the 95th LF Company, P31 LF Comrany, 2ist LF Sapper Company and thse

T18th LF Conpany. The total approximate strength of the enemy units engaged
in the Batile of PHU NHIEU was 240 men, The prisoners stated they were in the
PHU NHIEU area to train for an attack on an unknown area, possibly an RD
Hamlet, in the vicinity of PHU NHIEU within the next ten (10) days, The nan,
docunents found on the enemy bodies and in the area of contact verified

the units involved in the battle were subordinotes to'the Bihh Son Viet Cong
District Headquarters. The intelligence reports that were received in the
rlanning for this operation were considered accurate aund timely, This in-
fornmation was sufficient to insure that the friendly clensnts around PHU
NHIBU were derioyed in a position that cuntributed to the overall success

>f the operation. The results of this successful opsration are reflected

in PiR 10C.

8, Mission:

A/1-14th Infantry and C/1-14th Infantry were to conduct screening
. missions on the high ground west of the original landing zune. A/1-52nd(-),
E and B/1-52nd Infantry (~), and D/i-14th Inf were assigned missions of

- establishing blocking positions, Later D/1-14th Infantry received a change
3 of nission to conduct search and destroy operations and conduct a village
£ sweep,

4 9. Concept of Operation:

: a. B/1-14th Infantry and the Ken Plat were to conduct 2 combat assault

3 tu an LZ vic BS693880 and conduct scarch and destroy operations on 2 axis '
3 %o the east of Objective 1 (An Thinh, 2), vic BS730892, (See annex &), ’
A J/1-14th Infantry conducted a combat assault on 16G845H Jan 68, to an LZ
vic BS878857 and conducted search and destroy operations on the Batangan
PeninstiTa, They established blocking positions vie BS738877 and BS730880

: at 170800H Jan 68, a#/1-14th Infantry and C/1-14th Infontry were given
3 nissions to conduct screening missions vic BS655865 and BS685835 overlooking
exfiltration routes from the arca of oxpected contact. i/1-52cd Infantry(-)

occupied blocking positions along with B/1-52nd Infantry(-) along the
northern boundary of A0 GRaNT vic BS729898, BS725896, and BS7u8888,

N 1C, Execution:
a. Based on availcble current intelligence, a plan was formulated to

corbat cssault suspected chemy locations. Blocking positions were selected
by 1st Bn, 52nd Inf in conjunction with this plan, Complete coordination was

3-3
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2 February 1968

fin.idzed vrior to the combat assault of B/1-14th and Ren Platoon,

b, at 170815H Jon 68 vie BS725895 (an Thinh, 1), 4/1-52nd report-
ed receiving BaR and LMG fire, Due to the immediite tacticidl situatibdbn, the
LZ for Bravo Company was chenged ot 17(83CH Jan 68 to 2 location recommended
after a hasty aerial reconnaissance by the Battalion SZ. ab tho asme fimg,
the Battalion CO was briefing the flight leaders and the Bottery Commandes
on the cundust of the operation ot IZ UPTIGHT. The ground forces, artillery
fire support, airlift aireraft, as well as the supporting crmed helicopters
responded quickly to the last minute change in the lunding zone,

c. Upon entering the landing zone, all maneuver eléments deployed
according to the original plan., st this time, "Aloha! OH-23 aircraft en-
tered the arca of operation after being briefed at the Battzlion TOC on
LZ UPTIGHT. The Reconnaissance Platoon moved from the landing zone as plan=-
ned and made contact in a hedgerow south of the 1Z. They received two
grenades from the hedgerow, "Aloha'"immediately moved to the area of contact.
Pnroute to the area "aloha® (6 and Uk observed numerous VC running in a
trench line south of PHU NHIEU vic BS71388L, They imedistely engaged the
eneny with M-60 MG's, Armed helicopter support of the combat assault im-
nediately joined then and placed accurate suppressive fires on the cnemy.
Bravo Company and the Reconnaissance Platoon continued execution of the
originsl plan and closed quickly with the VC located in‘the trench line,
Upon entering the enemy trench line The Ren platoon found numerous bunkers
which would take considerable time to clear by physically entering euch
bunker, Realizing the time necessary to eliminate each bunker, LTC Ball
placed the Delta 30 Platoon OPCON to Bravo Company and gave them a nis-
sion of blocking vic BS723877. Plans were made to 1lift the Delta 20 Platoon
from LZ UPTIGHT to a secure LZ on the beach to link up with Delta 10 and
sweep in Thinh (1), Bravo 6 took operational control of Delta 3C.

artillery support during the entire combat operation was limited due

to the close proximity of friendly units and numerous aircraft over the
contact area,

Close fighting along the trench line and hedgerow took a drastic
turn as many of the enemy broke from the trench system into the open.
They were irmediately engaged by elements of B/1-14th and killed, Captives
were used as tunnel rats, Exploitati.n of the tunnels continued through-
out the day and the objective area was swert by elements of -the Delta
Company. The 3d Platoon of Delta reverted to its parent umit. Bravo Com-
pany continued police of the battle fi<ld until dark and set ur a Company
perimeter on the nearest defensive terrain,.sll companies were alerted
for povenent along trails in the area. Battlefield police continued on
18 January, and all bunkers were re-entered and destroyed, The results
of the days of contact were very significant and are as follows;

3=-4
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FRIENDLY LOSSES
3 US WIa
¥ ENEMY I.OSS:ES
80 VC KIA
7 VC POW
1 CD/POW
ENEMY EQUIPMENT LOSSES
10 US M1 Cal 30 Rifles
7 US M1 Cal 3¢ Carbines
4 US M2 Cal 30 Carbines
4 US BaR Cal 30
1 M-79 Grenade Launcher
1 Thompson MG Cal 45
2 MAT 49 MG
1 NVR 5C SMG
L iK-47 Assaudt Kifles
2 Pistols Cal 45
137 Chicom Hand Grenades
16 6(zm Mortar Rounds
2000 Rounds Cal 30 Ammunition
500 Rounds Cal 7,62 Short lmuunition
500 Rounds Cil 30 Carbive Ammunition
100 Rounds Cal 45 Ammunition
50 Rounds Smm Ammunition
3 B-40 Rockets w/fuses
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDDC-OP 2 February 1968
SUBJECT: Operaticnal. Report for Querterly leried Ending 31 January 1968

SPONSOR PROGRAM FOR THE 11TH INFANTRY BRIGADE (IT) AND
THE 198TH INFANTRY BRIGADE (LT)

1, During the reporting period the 3d Bde TF, Ath Infantty Division
sponsored the 11th Infantry Brigade (Lt) and the 198th Infantry Brigade (ILt).
Advance planning groups preceeded the Brigades and included the following
Key Personnel: -

4¢ DBrigade S~3

b Brigide S5-2

¢s Brigade Signal Officer

ds Base Development Officer
e. AG Officer

f. OBS Officer

g Brigade Supply Officer

h. Asst Brigade Maintainance Officer
i, Brigade Armunition Officer
J . Engineer NCO

k. Finance Chief Clnrk

1. NoOIC (BSO)

m. Clerk (BSO)

n., Clerk (S-3)

2, To insure that the members of the advance planning groups were
properly received and smoothly integrated into their respective areas of
interest, the 3d Bde provided sponsors on an individual bases, Sponscrs
assembled at the arrival points to greet and assist the inccming perty.
Command briefings were scheduled to help the groups gather information,
evaluate the situation, formulate plans, and jmplement the necessary action
to insure the expscitious move of the Brigades.

3e Specific orientations were conducted in the following areas:

as Briefing by the 3d Bde commander and appropriate staff membere.

Inclosure 4
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SUDJECT: Operativnal Report for (uarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

b,

Ca

Be

Brigade,

h.

Visits to two Brigade bases,

Direct coordination between all staff members,

A visit to an interrogation center,

Ottaining maps.

Reception procedures for the Brigade to include:

(1) Security of the Brigade on arrival.

(2) Movement of the Brigade to firebases,

(3) Logistical support,

(4) Comrunications support.

Coordination with US and local officials to include:
(1) Obtaining a list of all US and local officials,
(2) Determining attitude of local populace toward US Forces,
(3) Estimating recuirements for civic action projects.

(4) Obtaining a list of recommended ciwic action projbets for the

(5) Determining the health hazards of the area.
Logistical structure and :riethods of support to include:
(1) Class I.

(2) Class II and 1V,

(3) Class V.

(4) Medical supplies,

(5) Special service supplies.

(6) PX supplies, to inciude sundiy packs,

(7) Crypto supplies.,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

i.

(8) Mainta‘nance channels for all equipment,
(9) Salvege channels,
(10) "Dustoff" procedures,
(31) Graves registration,
(12) Laundry and bath facilities,
(13) Finance,
(14) Personnel replacement,
(15) Postal service,
(16) Transportation,

Administrative requirements and methods of operation for the

Brigade to include:

Pe

Qe

Te

(1) Personnel status reporting {PSD to higher headquarters).
(2) Persomnel replacement system,
(3) Personnel infusion system,
(4) Casualty reporting,
{5) Red cross,
Regulations and directives of higher hcadquarters,
Availability of training facilities,
Availabitity of fortification materials,
bnemy order of battle,.
Procedures for map and vhoto procurement,
Procedures for obtaining security clearaiices.
kstablishing channels of intelligence information,
Determining status of linguists.
Obtaining frequencies and cal. signs for the Brigade,
o
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AVDDC-OP 2 February 1968
SUBJECT: OQperavional Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 January 1968

he The 3d Brigade assisted the incoming Brigades in preparing the
following plans:

ae Brigade debarkation and movement plans,

b, Administrative and logiséical support plans,
Cs Base development and security plans,

d, Civil affairs plans,

e, Intelligence esiimates,

5 Upon arrival of the incoming Brigades the 3d Brigade provided the
following support:

Ao Met the incaming elements at the airfield and transported.them
tc the 34d Brigade firebases,

b, Provided tent Xits and personnel to help erect the tents,

¢, Initially provided aviation support,

d, Conducted briefings for commanders amd staff secticns,

es Coordinated logistical support,

f. Conducted on-the-job training for all principal staff officers,

8« Provided an orientation flight over the TAOR for all cormanders
and principal staff officers,

h, Conducted a gounterpart training pregram in which officers at
all levels worked with a 3d Brigade counter~part in the seme position,

i, Conducted a three day training program for each Co to include:
(1) NVA and VC tactics,
(2) Practical work with booby traps,
(3) Patrolling and ambushes,
(4) OGrenade and demolition,
(5} 10 procedures,
(6) Pmployment of scout dags,
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(7) Zercing of weapuns.
(8) ialaria centrol,
(9) A training ccmbat assault into a relatively sccure area.

jo All units were given instructiun by Vietnamese cadre fram the
2d ARVN Div on local customs and courtesies at the Vietnamese village training

site,

k. The Brigade comenders accompanied the 3d Brigade commander cn
missicns and visits during the training period,

6. RECOITIANDATICHS AHD CONCLUSIONS:
a. Recommenadations:

(1) Incoming units should bring sufficient logistical and
maintainence support elements with the main body. The 3d Drigade initially
had to furnish a portion of this support. As a result maintainance on this
Unit'!'s equirment was not alwzys accomplished in the desired time freme,

(2) The maximum number of personnel. eligible for second tcurs
in Vietnam should be infused into incrming units,

(3) US air control te~as (FAC'S) should be completely equipped
and arrive with the unit, In the past it has been difficult to obtsin ecuip-
ment in country.

(4) Additional aviation assets shcould be previded to the host unit
during the period of spcnsorship of the incoming Brigade in order to insure
centinuity of combat operations and the aveilability of air e ntrol for
training purposes.

b. Conclusions: Incoming units benefit immeasurably from the sponsor
vrogram., Particular emphasis must be placed ¢cn combat intelligence, operations,
training logistie¢s, and maintcinance, The program shculd be continued fer all
units arriving .n Vietnam,
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