UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

AD385641

CLASSIFICATION CHANGES

TO: unclassified

FROM: confidential
LIMITATION CHANGES

TO:

Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM:
Distribution: No foreign.

AUTHORITY

Group—-4 DoDD 5200.10, 26 Jul 1962; OAG,
D/A 1ltr., 29 Apr 1980

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED




T} e R TR T oy ia e e

oo
o
(=)
-

NG
T FILE CoPY

[

) DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

s 9)0ACSFOR |

CONFIDENTIAL

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL,
WASHINGTON, D.C. 10310

IN RKPLY REFER TO @
-AGAMwP—~(M )24 Ort—6T~EGR JOT~RD- 67075(;‘( 30 October 1967
SUBJECT ¢ - Lessons Learned, Headquarters,
3d Brigade Task Force, 25th Infanl:ry Division (u) L/

SEE DISTRIBUTION. e o I S l‘—_r L
ai:,c,g—naﬁ ‘Fbr 2 WM 7
CFL Apr 67, _'3 v %w j/ JQQ 3 ‘

1. Subject report: 1] forvarded for review and sveluation by \
USACDC in accordance with paragraph 6f, AR 1-19 and by USCONARC in
sccordance with paragraph 6c and d, AR 1-19, Evaluations and cor-
rective actions should be reported to ACSFOR OT within 90 days of re-
celpt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure
appropriate benefits in the future from Lessons Learned during curyent
opexations, and may be adapted for use in developing training material,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

%‘/{éwm
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1 Incl Major General, USA
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS , 3D BRIGADE TASK FORCE
25th Infantry Division
APO San Francisco 96355

AVDG~C-OP 10 May 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(RCS-CSFOR-65) (V)

TO: See Distribution

\

'

SECTION VC) SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES

1. (C) GENERAL: During the reporting period, 1 February - 30
April 1967, the 3d Brigade Task Force, 25th Infantry Division, termina-
ted Operation THAYER II, participated in Operation PERSHING and Opera-
tion LE JEUNE, and commenced Cperation BAKER for a total of 90 consecu-
tive days in combat. These operations were conducted in the following

. time phases:

s

OPERATION COMMENCED TERMINATED

THAYER 1I 3 January 1967 1207004 February 1967
PERSHING 120700H February 1967 191200H April 1967
LE JEUNE - 191200H April 1967 221200H April 1967
BAKER 2212004 April 1967 Operation Continuing

The 3d Brigade TF, has participated in 356 days of consecutive combat
duty as of 30 April 1967,

a. Mission:

(1) The mission in Operation THAYER II was to conduct of-
fensive operations in the THAYER II AO (center of mass BRB065) designed
to locate and destroy elements of the 18th NVA Regiment.

(2) The mission in Operation PERSHING was to provide close
security protection in general support of RD operations in the PHU MY
Area by conducting reconnaissance and surveillance patrols and search and
destroy operations in the SUCI CA Valley and its western approaches, the
506 Valley and in the PHU MY District in coordination and cooperation
with elements of the 224 ARVN Division.

(3) The mission in Operation LE JEUNE was:

(a) Deploy to LE JEUNE AO by sea 17-19 April 1967

Bewngraded at 3 ysar Intervals
1 Declassificd after 12 years

DOD DIR 5208.19
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gua.mom ticnal Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 mlggg’
t ™ or ) '
(RoS0S70R%) (D)

and by air on 19 April 1967,

(b) Assums control of the 2/35 Infantry and relieve
24 Bde, 1st Cavalry Division (AM) of the 1E JEUNE AO responsibilities and
missions on 19 April 1967,

(~) Upon relief of 2d Brigades

1 Conduét search and destroy operations in the
DWC PHO Area to provide security for base developmant and clear the DIC
FHO Area of enemy forces,

2 Provide security for construction of CIDG samps,
sea LOC Terminal and road leading thereto.

3 Provide security for nmn=divisional ongineer
battdlion to construct T=130 airfield and improve roads in the DUC FHO
Areane

L Be prepared to provide reserve/reaction forces
for relief/reinforcement of RF; PF, CIDG Camps, and District Headquarters
in BA TO and DUC FHO Districts,

5 Be prepared to come under operational control
of TF GREGON on order, =

(4) The mission in Operation BAKER was to assume respone
#ibility within the DUC FHO TAMR for,

(a) Offensive and defensive operations designed to
locate end destroy WA units, main forde units, local force units, and
guerrilla and Viet Cong infrastructure,

(b} Support of Revolutionary Development,

{o) Counter infiltration opcrations in the coastal
arcas within the TAGR,

(d) Conduct of psychological opsratioms in support
of tactical operations and Revolutionary Development.

{e) Conduit of offensive and recomaissance operaw
tions within the TACGR, coordinating as appropriate with CG, 2d ARVN
Division,

{f) Conduct of offensive operdtions outside of DIC
PHO TACR as directed or approved by CG, TF CREGQN,

2

CONFIDENTIAL

o e e o g —

o

Frtren oot A ore e i - A 5. i U o

hrbars B Andn

BT ol TPl

S T Y SR TSI IFY IE

PR TSR Y

R )

BNRATE B Lt

[TV




BEAMRARY fsr. sy

CONFIDENTIAL
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AV
S t 0 tional Report f rly Period 30 1567
(m#srmg;?w) P o Quarterly Snding Aprtd

() Defend and/or porticipate in‘the dafenso of cther

8 and GVN critienl installations as directed by @3, 7TF (REGON.

(h) As directed by G, TF GRBGMN, and-in cocrdination
with appropriate GVR provincial and district authorities, assist in the
training of and render suppert to GVN regional and popular forcess

(1) Be prepared, on a quick reaction basis vhen direct~

ed by 00, TF GREGIN, to relieve and/or reinforce CIDG Campe at BA TO
(83558327) OIA vIC $8S379270), TRA BoNG (BS3L5862), HA THANH (BS38670L),
MINH IONG (BS5L1525), and KHAM DUC (ZC005080). 3d Brigade TF had prie

mory rospongibility £ér BA TO and GIA VIC; secondary responsibility for

the latter four camps,

(3) Be prepared mn 12 howr notice, to provide ome
reinforced infantry battalion for employment anywhere in South Vietnam,

Be prepared on an additional 12 howre notice, to deploy the remainder of

the 34 Brigade TF anywhere in South Vietnam,
be Operaticnal avea (Ses Inclosure L)

(1) The area designated for Operation THAYER II included
the SUOI CA Valley (center of mass BREOSS) and adjoining hillmasses to

the east, west, and north, The area encompassed approximately 220 square

miles,

{2) The area designated for Operation PERSHING inclwded
the THAYER IT AO plus the 506 Valley (center of mess BR8490), the NUI
MIEU Aréa (center of mass CROL75), the CRESCENT Area (center of mass

BR9582), the GAY GIEP Area (center of mass BR9553) and the PHU MY valley

gggter of mass BR9065)s The area enccmpassed approximately 520 square
Be

(3) The area designated for Operation IE JEUNE and
Operation BAKER encompassed the mejority of DUC FHO District, Quarg
Ngal Province, covering an area of appraximately 159 square miles,

¢e Controls

) The 3d Brigade Task Force was wnder operationnl cdfis
trol of the lat Cavalry Division (Alrmobile) for Operations THAYER II,
FERSRING and IE JEUNE during the period 1 Fedruary 1967 « 221200 April
1967. On 221200 April 1967 upan the initiation of operation BAKER the
3d Brigade TI" wos under the operational control of TF OREGON and cone
tinved in that status throughout the remainder of the reporting perdode

de Task Organizatieom: Throughout the reporting period muy
wmits were placed under tempory operationsl control of the 34 Brigade
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TF for varying periods of tims, The principel wnits of the 33 Brigade
TF with commanderst names and dates of command and the major supp

and operatimal control units are as follawet

Headquarters, 34 Brigade Task Force, 25th Infantxy Divisicn
Colonel James G, Shanchan

Hisutenant Colonel Rodney B. Gilbertson = Daputy Commander,
1 Mrroh = 30 April 1967,

1st Battalion, Uith Infantry
Tieutenant Colonel William He Miller

1st pattalion, 35th Infantry
Lieutenant Colonel Rebert C. Kingston, 1 Feb = 8 Feb 67
Mejor James E. Mocre, 8 Feb = 30 April 1967

23 Rattalion, 35th Infantry
Iicutenant Colonel Clintan B. Granger, Jr,

2d Battalion, Sth Artillsry
Iieutenant Colonel Bruce Holbrook

€ Troop, 34 Squadron, Lth Cavalry
Captain John P, Irving, III

34 Support Battalion (Provisionnl)
Major Andrew H, Housand 1 « 18 February 1567
Major Rebert Re Rutledge 18 February = 30 April 1967

Compary D, 65th Engineer Battalion
Captain Arthur J. Pansze Jre

hoth Infantxy Platon (Scout Dog)
Pirst Lisutenant Robert W, Thackorey

524 Avintion Battalion (GS), 1 Feb - 28 March 1967
Ith Aviation Battalion (0S), 28 March = 30 Apwdl 1967
2/5 cavalry (OFCN), 1 « 9 Feb 1967

2/5 Cavalry (OFCCN), 6 « 9 Mar 1967

D 1/12 cuvalry (OFCON), 6 « 9 Mar 1967

D 3/5 Cavalry (OFCON), L = 7 April 1967

B 1/9 Cavalry (OFCQN), 19 = 30 April 1967

1A
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SUBJECT: ratienal Report for Quartorly Period Ending 30 April 1567
(RCSCS ) @

Principal staffs

a
Major John D, Wedl

82
Major Bdgar Bgeland

3

mo" James E, Moore Jro’ L « 8 Fed 67
Mejor B. P. Houben, B Feb = 30 April 1567

Major Jolm A. Joyoe
Captain John Schmidt, ITI, 1 = 19 Feb 1967
Major Johm W, Sehneider, Jr., 19 Feb « 30 April L967
e+ Artillery Support:
(1) See inclosures 1, 2, and 3 for artillery ot
of the 34 Brigadé Task Faroe during opareticns THATER TT, PERSHING and

(2) During Operetion BAKER the 24 Battalion, 9th Arw
tillery (=) waz in direct support of the 3d Brigade TF,

(a) Battery A, 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery, was
in direct support cf the 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry,

(b) Battery B, 2d Battalion, Sth Artillery,

support of the 1st Battalion, Uith Infantry, which was under the OPCQN
of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade,

(c) Dattery ¢, 2d Battalion, 9th Artillery, was in
direot support of the 2d Dattalion, 35th Infantry,

(d) Dwdiig Operetion BAKER Battery C, 2d Battaion,
11th Artillery (15Smm~towed) was attached to the 2d Battalion, Sth Are
tillery, Battesy C had the mission of general supnort of the 3d Brie
gade TFe

(e) Brigade base camp security: Throughout the

period, the 34 Brigads TF maintained an adequats defensive pesturs to pre-

vida smtimious security for its brigade dase camp vicimty of PiKlaU,

5
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SWBJECTs nal Re o Poriod 30 1 1967
L port fer Quarterly Ending Aprd

The forces and organization established in OPIAN WINDVAMMER sontinued
to be implemonted throughout the reporting period,

£, (0) Operation THAYER II, coarducted during tho reporting
riod 1 « 12 February 1967, is covered in the After Actiap Report,
YER II, attached as inclosure 1,

ge (U) Operation PERSHING, conducted during the peried 12
February « 19 Aprdl™ 1967, is covered in the After Action Report, FERSHING,
atitached as inclosure 2,

he (U) Operation IE JEUNE conduwoted during the period 19 =
22 Aprid 1967 is covered in the After Action Report, IX JEUNE, attached
as inclosure 3,

2, INTELLIGENCE ¢

as The 3d Brigade Task Poroe, 25th Infantry Divieimn dee
ployet’$s the DIC PHO Area of Opernticns by elr dnd sea on 19 April 1967
and Yaoume part of Task Force Oregon on 22 Aprils Cwrrent intslligence
indicated o strong enemy force which had remained wnchallenged in DUC/
PHO and MO DT Districts, A totdl of two well equipped NVA Regiments,
one Sapper battalion, one well equipped lacal foree battaliom and three
local foroe campanies were known to be operating in DUC FHO, MO DUC, or
the eastorn mountains of BA TO Distriot, Tho infrostructwme was knom
to bo strong in the villages and hanlets, Prior to the arrival of the
34 Brigads TF there wus, x record of only me local VC who had mllied to
the governmant of South Vietmem, In the first few days of contast tho
enemy "was cbserved crossing open fislds with weapons during daylight
hours, Ke soon lsarned that this tacwc ended in disasfer, Oround to
alr fire, sniping and mining incidents were commonplace, Strang evie
dence indlcated that the enemy was-resupplied with arms and ammmition
by sea and with food from the rice, meat and fish of DUC FHO,

be One mejor omtdct in a fortified village on 16 April by
eloments of the 2d Battalion, 35th Infontry in vhich ever I3 enemy were
killed gove some indication of the expent that the enemy forces had
congentratad their efforts, recrulted leccnl forces, and prepared the
battlefield in an attempt to keep DUC FHO District under commmist cone
trol, ’

0s 22 w» 30 April: During this initial peried all available
ovidense indicated that the ecnemy had not axpected friendly forces to
deploy to Quang Ngai, In additien, the enemy was taken by suwrprise by
the sggressive search and destroy operations of the 3d Brigade Task
Foroas On 22 April elements of the lst Battalion, 35th Infantry estebe
lished céntact with enemy forces fighting from a fortified village at
BS750430, The enemy utilized the tacties of fire discipline, maximum

é
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4 I or b ol
(ROS.CS 5) (U)

use of prepeted battle positions (t6 inoclude commmication trenchos, air
reid tunnels, and fighting bunkers), and menewver of small tacticnl elow
ments, indicating a high level of training. Documents captured fromthe
33 enemy bodles (mo enemy killed was assigmed 4s a platoon lesnder) idenw
tifind menbers of thé 34 Compeny, 93d Dattalion, 2d VC Repiment, Further
documéntary evidence, arent reports and the natwe of the weapons cap=
tured, indicated that cadre from this compony wore actively engaped in’
training the local force guerrillas in political and military subjects.
Confirmition of this cadre work was macde as a result of a simidiar cone
tact by élememts of the 1lst Battalion, 35th Infantry en 23 April At
BS763407. Apparehtly a platoon of the 34 Company, 97th Battalion, 2d
VC Rogiment had been iraining a local foroé company in their villape,
Twenty=mne enery were killed, On 25 April, lst Dattalion, 35th Infantxy
again engaged a sirdlar type force at BSTL2L27. The contéct lasted wéll
into the night, and accounted for another 22 enemy’killed, Documsnts
captured indicated that 2d Company, 97th Battalim, 2d VC Rogirent,
200th Recon Company, 3d NVA Division, and 24 VC Repimental Headquarters
porsannel had been killed, Most probal'ly those were training and recons
naissance cadres who had been sent to Mo Nghia Village to prepare the
battlefield, train the local guerrillas, recon the US Forces operating
in the vicinity, establish resupplp caches of ammmnition, and procure
the rice then being harvostad, Deespite active and continucus surveils
lance couplsd with inmediate return fire, the enemy frequently engaged
friendly forees with an average of fivo grownd to air firings daily,
four sniping incidents and four sttempted mining incidents per daya

de Including these initial reactions as gart of their comter
attack plan, the enemy developed the stratepy of drawing friendly forces
to the north to dpread our fiphting strength and lure vulneralbe eloments
into a kK11 2ome. An NVA Returnee who surrendered on 23 April reported
that his company, the 31st’Company (?5mm RR) of the 300th Heavy Weapons
Battalion, 3d NVA Division, topether with the 324 Company (82mm Mortar)
end the 334 Qompany (Signal) were to ambush T8 Forces in the vicinity of
BSTOL2, Llocal Forces, probably the 38th Local FPorce Battaliom, were to
be pursued into the kill zone by US Farces and there the US Forces would
be ammihilated by the 300th Feavy Weapons Dattalion attacking with the
2d VC Regiment, Friendly forces found fortified hamlets, several with
concrete bunkers, south along Highway 1 from BS769U65 to the northern
bank of the Sdng Tre Cau River (BS789418) and west along the river to
the mountains, The defeat of the cnemy forces in early contacts tom
gether with the thorough use of artillery and tactical air strikes and
one B«h2 strike confused and dispersed the eneny and drove him from the
battlsefield deeper into the Jungle covered momtains, During this period
arms bearing Tiet Cong began surrendering to friendly forces in increas-
ing nuibers, Most of them were village gnorrillase All of them were
afraide A typical comment of one of the Returnees was that he was afraid
and tired of living Iike and being uped lown like an animal, As this
Initial period ended it became apparent that the enemy had established a
firm plan to maintain control of DUC PHO, but for his plan fo have a
chance Par sucdess larrer forces would have to be committed,

7
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SUBJECT: tional Ropart for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
mmm%a (v)

1.

2.

3.

SUMMARY OF ENEMY FERSONNEL & RQUIPMENT IDSSES AS OF 30 Apr &7
(TAST 12 DAYR)

PERSONNEL 3

a. KA ()
be CIA

d, RETURNEES
e, SUSIECTS

WEAPONS
a, SMALL ARMS
be CREW SERVED

OTHER EQUIPMENT

e AMMO
Small Arrs
81/82mm Nort
60mm Mort
Ordnades

(5 12,7 Armo

6) Rorket Launcher

8
be PERSONMAL EQUIPMENT

Dnsks
Clothing Sets
3) Canteens

Wedb pear

de m%mm. DESTROYED

THAYER I BRSING X JEOE

39 251
31} 334
)} 29
1 78
0 7
1545 2014k
1 2
8
13 27
15
17 98
2 67
4 2
2. 22
29 2]
72
1 L
1000 1be L3 1ibs
1
35 135
.8 tons 9«7 tona
18) 1605
0/2 0/22
7 88
170
8.8 tons 17.3 tons
«2 tons 11,8 tons
8
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DARER
29 160
34 59
1 10
13 22
2 2
10 Sog
1
3 k2
2
1 1
19
19
10
16
3
I 25
1
1D
15 29
80 1bs
12 52
1/0 12
2 tms

500 1bs 6743 tonm
2 tonn
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SUBJECT: Operationad Report for' Qusrterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(mam&%(u) _

3, OFERATIONS AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES:

g, Plans:

(1) 3d Brigade TF prepared contingency plans for the
relief and reinforcement of critical US/ARVN installations in THAYER IX
and PERSHING AO,

(2) During Operations LE JEUNE and BAKER, the 3d Rrigade
TF had contingency plans for the relief and reinforcement of CIDG Campe
at the following lucations:

a, BATO B5556327

b GIA VG BS3772T1

Ge MINH IDNGG  BS535510

de TRA BONG B3345878

@ HA THANH BS391704
be Operationse

1, After Action Report, THAYER II),

(2) Operation FERSHINY, 12 Februery - 19 Aprdl (See Ine
closure 2, After Actimm Report, M).

Operation 1E JEUNE, 19 = 22 April (See Inclosure 3
After Action Report, 1E JEUNE), ! ’

(4) Period 22 - 30 April 1967,

(s} GCenerals Upom being placed under the opera=
timnal control of Task Force Oregon effective 221200H April, Operation
DAKER commenced with the 3d Brigade TF cantinuing offensive and defens
sive operations in‘the DUC FHO Area designed to-locate and deatray NVA
and V¢ main foreces, VC local forces, gpucrrillas, and VO infrasttucture
in the IWC PHO Area with two Infantry Bottalions (1st Battalion, 35th
Infantry, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry), one Armeored Cav Troop (C, 3/h
Cav), one Air Cav Trocp (B, 1/9 Cav), and sunporting elements, Three
major cantacts were made dwring the period, 4ll By elsments of tho 1st
Battalion, 35th Infantry, while smaller contacts were made by other
cormbat elements of the 3d Brigade TF. Opdrations in the DUC PHO Area
vere typified by frequent-engagements not only against well entrenched
eneny company size forces, but also by encounters with various itypes
of bodby traps and land mines, and numerous incidents of sniper fire
and ground-to-air fire, By the end of the repprting period the 34
Brigade TF had token a heavy toll on the enemy and fértad him to take
the defensive while suffering very few US casuslties,

9
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(b) 1st Battaliom, 35th Infantry: During the periocd
tha lst Battalion, 35th Infantry conducted‘search and destroy operations
in the western porticn of the DUC PHO Ares, engaghng in three major cone
tacts in village areas along the Song Tra Cau River, (See Inclosure 5),

¢) 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry: During the period
the 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry conducted search and destroy cperationa
in the eastern portim of the DUC FHO area and provided sccurity for
the Sea LOC Terminal at IZ GUADALCANAL, the Drigade CP areast LZ MONTEZUMA,
the road leading from GUABLICANAL to MONTEZUMA, "Golden Fleece® operw
tions in the DIC FHO Area, and the ARVN artillery bese at 1Z SEMFER,
The battalion had no major contacts during this period,

(d) Troop,C, 34 Squadren, Lith Cavalrys Buring the
period Cy 3/k Cav was unded the operational control of the 2d Battaliom,
35th Infantry. One platoon assisted in providing security for 12
GUADALCANAL and conducted daily search and destroy’ operations in’the
vicinity to the north and south with elements of B, 2d Battalim. 35th
Infantry, C Troop (=) assisted in providing security for 1Z MONTEZIME
and the road between MONTEZUMA and GUADAIGANAL, and conducted periodic
search and destroy operations in the vieinity of IZ MONTEZUMA in coorw
dination with elements of the 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry,

(s) Troco B, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalrys B, 1/9
Cav was under the operational contrel of the 3d Brigade TF during the
period, B Troop provided vital support to 3d Brigade TF operations
by conducting deily air and ground recommaissance throughout the TAOR,

Ce Training Activitiess During the reporting period ths 3d
Brigads TF personnel gradusted from the following schoolss

SCHOOL # GRADUATED
3d Brigade NCO Preparatory School 279
Lith Div NCO School 89
Lith Div Pre Recondo School 25
MACV Recondo School n
de Chemdeals

(1) niot comtrcl agent (CS) and white phosphorous groe
nades were employed to the maximm extent through out the reperting pe
peried to clear tumels/and bunhers,

(2) Riot contyol agent was extensively utiliszed during

10
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?&msn%rl Report for (uarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
the reporting pericd in clearing fortified axeas o search and destrey

AVD0L0uCP

operations,

(3) During Operation FERSHING and BAKER,
plosive fused drums of CSel were deopped from OHsl? aireraft to deny
and channelise the smemy?s use of specific terrain,

reticn

May 1967

X

(1) On k4 March 1967 (Operation FERSHING) ths following

aroas ‘wefe

DR74LE73 = BR7U6676.
[ Y FSYWAR:

with defoliants BR726666 = BRTHOGS
BR727662, DR722652 - BR735658, DR7ULALS - BR7256L9, DR

3, BR
732673

056l;
» BRT67T,

(1) Paxyops appeals wore directed at specific hamlets,
villages, groups, and individuals, The FSYORS program supported the
daily tactical situation by utilising ocwrrent intelligence infermticm,

(2) Gromnd teams and aireraft were coordinated during

the tactical opsration,

Tapes and ground ;resentations weré syncrymous.
Inaflots were dropped 4o support the loudspecker brogadoasts.

(3) Persomsl ceptact with the population was utilised in
FSYWAR poeters

distridbuting JUSPAO newspapers, QN flags and

} Isaflet drops and loudspeaker tape appesls were acw
oourlished utilizing U=l0, UH-1D and B=23 airoraft.

{5) Tepe appeals were made by ¥illage chiefs urging the
pacple of their villiges ndt to support the Viet Cong and to evaouste
aveas which weye inder Viet Cong contxol,

(6) Swxmry of ISTMAR activitiess
11,323,597
10l hours

e
b.
Ce
do
G
£

Isaflets dropped
Speaker time

U=10 missions
Returnees

Weapons

Isaflots fabricated
Tapes made

n
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SUBJECT ¢ tional Repoit f Pexlod April
e mg;fum p or Quarterly Ending 30 April 2967

fo Tactical alr support statistics for the reporting period
were as followss

PAC Misaioris/Corbet Proofs
Req Flowmn BE Flown
Q) 1-267b 67 B8 “H- B T

(2) 1-?1“&1'61167 w2 68 59 b1
G) 1-304pril 67 TS 100 65 26
Q) oML 267 20 180 56
) % mm 75% 3%

ge Aviation: The avisiion element continued to function with
the respmsibility of droadcasting artillery advisories over Fi radid
and operating a traffic cantrol center. ‘During the quarterly period,
the section flew 891 héurs, 2Lh)h2 sorties, and carried 2101 passengers
in organic helicopters, Airmobile support was provided to the’3d Prie
gade TF by the 52d Aviation‘Bn, from 1 February to 28 ‘March 67, and‘by
the Uth Aviation Duttalion, 28 March = 30 April 1967, Troop 1ifts,
landing zone preparatiins, command and control capability and resupply
rissions were provided, '

he IMGISTICS:

e Supflyt No mnjor supply problem esdsted ¢ the period.
During THAYER II ( 1-12 Feb) and PERSHING (12 Feb - 19 April) 3d Drie
gade TF was supported with all classes of supplies by the Forward Sup=
port Area TF HANTSELL. During IE JEUNE (19-22 Ap») and BAKER (22-30 gpr)
3d Brigade TF was supported with all classes of supplies by the Forward
Support Area TI GALLAGHER.

be Transportations

1) The truck squads conbtinued to be utilised for line
haul between + .2 base of operation and the Ferword Swpport Area,

(2) An Alr Force CTA wis utiliged dally to transport re-
placements, R&R, EIS, emergency leave, meil and critical supply items
from base camp to the Area of Operation,

C7A Statistlos weret

{a) Sortiesy 592

(b) Fessengers:. 7,283
(¢} Oargos 386,512

;z,
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(Rcs-csmngg;?(u) Report far Quarterly Pe Brding 30 Ap:ﬂ 2967

) (3) n 15 Feb 3d Brigode TF moved from Bronce Deach,
BS890522, by organic vehicles 30 km to 1Z UPLIFT to begin Operation

() On 15 ape 1967 32 B%aﬂe 1P began their move to the
IE JRUNE Ares of Operations, vicinity DUC PHO,

(x) The 1st Battalion, ith Infantry moved by €130
from Qui Nhon to Chu Ini, Statistics are as followss

TYIE SORTIES PASSENGERS YEHICLES
€130 22 677 13

The 2d Pattalimn, 35th Infantry moved fyom
12 UPLIFT to 12 HON%M on 15 and 156 Ax’nﬂ 67, Statistics are as follows:

TYER SORTIES PASSENGERS CARGO  VEHICIES
C7A 19 kot 8,000 1
CHL7 28 250 56,000 10
cEsh 3 3

(¢} The Brigade TF () moved from IZ UPLIFT to 1Z
MONTEZUMA on 17, 18, 19 and 20 Aps 1967, Statistics are as followss

YR SCRTIES PASSENGERS c;_.mo VEHICIRS
/Y 59 769 73,800 17
CELT 0k 179 629,000 1
IsT L 258 128

ce EBquipment:

(1) 3d Brigade TP received MISEL Riflee to replace the
Ml Rifle and 90 percent turn-in of the M«ll's was completed by the end
of the reparting period,

(2) 100 CARIS SMits were réoeived and issued to units in
the 3d Drigade TF far test and evaluation.

(3) The Alarm Set, Antd Intrusion, ANAISS~9, was received
mﬂ.‘!:: quarter and issued on a limited basis as a test and evaluse
tion

(k) The 3 gallon capeoity riubber water containers (air
droppable) have proven to be outetanding for weter resupplye

2
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dekc'rt rational Report fo* Quoefedly fowiod Dndng B%O xgilgg?
(m&csmgg) ()
de Mediocals
(1) Nurber of patiente treated by 3d Brigade TF Clearing

Station 3,312, .

(2) RNuber of discase cases = 2,869,
(3) Nuber of battle casunlties « 151,
(1) Nuber of nonebattle casualties « 282,
e Statistices
(1) Class I:
(a) A Rations - 798,870,
() C Retions « 205,000,
(2) Class III:
(a) Mopes = 275,480 gallens,
(b) Diesel = 207,900 gallons.
(o) Jr: - 9L0,500
(3) Olsss Ve
(=) LO M4 = 17,85 rds.
() 81 HE = 24,300 rds.
() Le2 HE « 13,500 rds,
(d) 105 HE = 53,100 rda ,
5. CIVIL AFFAIRS:
aes Oenerale
(1) Major emphasis was placed on short range, high ime
peot civic action projects in the Area of 34 Brigande TF Operatimmse
e, TOTOES toum, HACT sibacoben porsmumly Netiomss Pakiosy W ofe.
fioials, and infantry unite in support of tactical oporatinse

(2) GVN representatives accompanied the Civil Affairs

1,
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SUBJECTs ¢ (1 Repott for Quardely Period Ending 30 A; 1967
e - ot
and PSYOFS téams whenever possiblé, in crder to imsure a more favorable
reception by indigenous persornel, In many areas, this was tho first
axposure to the GVY for peoplo of tho rural arveas,

(3) Civil Affairs Areas of Operations weret

(a) THATER II and PERSHING: Dinh Dink Province
(Ptm Cat and Phu My Districts),

() Sumearrs

p Total MEDCAP Operations:
Siokoall 5,472
Dental Hygiene 8k
Beths for Children 992

4 A doctar accompanied tha CA/FSYORS team
on 19 operations and a dentIst on 12,

2 Public works
Flaygrouwnd set at Diem Tiew refugee hamlet,

jo o I»

Wall at Diem Tieu refugee hamlet,
Market place (3 buildings) at MY Tho,

Highwoy 505 from Hoal An to Jot 'Highway
#1 was recastructed by D/65th Engincers and opened totraffic,

&n Commerced During the vepcrting perioed 413
1sborers were hired to sandbags, Wages paid wexe at the rate of
50 plasters per dsy per laborer, A total of 35,000 sandbags were filled
during 25 daya of employment,

Lk Public Welfere:

o o |»

e

a S tons of captured rice was returmed 1o
distriot officials for rediftributions

b 120 1bs of captured salt was distributed,

¢ The new market place at‘My Tho hamlet in
Phu My district was officisTly opened on 8 April 1257, giving the pecple
of Eastern Mm My district a place to trade and improve their econony.

4 Operation GCLIEN FIEECE: oOn 20 April, 3d

15
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SWJECT$ Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 967
(RCS=CSFOR-65) (V)

Drigade TF tock over Operntion GOLIEN FIEECE. This was a joint operne
tion with PF and RF cadre to protect rice harvestésws while they harvested
rice from public lands in DUC THO dismtrict. In all there were 9 Opere=
ticns with a total of 115 tons of rice returned to QVN control, Of the
115 tons, LO tons are stored at distriot heodquarters,

2 Government and Edvostiong

a Two village bulletin boards were arected
at My Tho and Diem Tieu,

b GUVN flags were prosented to the village
chiefs of My Tho and Diem Teu,

6 Refugee Assistancet
a A total of 1177 refugees were relosated
from areas controlled by V(" and WA to refugee centers in Phu My Dise
trict,

b The foliowing supplies and assistance
woere given to the refugees:

TYTE AMOUNT

(1) Rice 18,780 1bs
(2) salt 120 Ibs
(3) Clothing 330 1bs
(&) Tobaceco 2l otns
(5) cCandy 725 bags
(6) Camed Gooda IL} cases
(7) Bread 1,069 loaves

o During Operation IE JEUNZ and Operation
DAKER, (19 thr 30 April) the fellowing refugee assistance was provided:

(1) Roofing sheats U0
(2) Dags of cement 28
d At the erd of the reporting périod there

were 69 family refugece units under construotion in DUIC PHO, This was
an inorease of 1 wnits since 19 April,

16
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SUDJECT: Operational Report for Guarterly Peried Ending 30 April 1967

(RCS=CSMOR=65) (U)
[ Remars g

(1) Refugses in the Mmt My District sufe
fered frim various diseases, principally pneumonia, tuberculosis, and
glaucoma, Many children suffered from Exczema, immr rdssions were
specifically arranged 10 help the newly loeated refugees,

(2) There was a‘considerable xefugee proe
blem in Pim My distriot, with appraximately 29,000 refugees in the cenw=
tero by 19 April, Only 52% of the heads of families are gainfully ome
ployed, The camps themselves were penerally overcrowded and lacked sane
itary facilities. Efforts were made by the US, ARVN, and GVN agercies
to alleviate the condition,

Thera were appraximtely 11,500 ree
fugees in Duc Pho district as of 30 April, Of these, 1,266 ware repis~
tered in the refugee centers of the distriet. There were no overwholme
ing problems in controlling these poople and adequate fadilitios were
fully utilized with more. under cwutruction or plammed, The refupees
had sufficient food and alothing and were supported by a continuous
MEDCAP program far health and sanitation,

6, (C) FERSONNELS
as (U) General:

(1) T™e 34 Brigade Task Poree, 25ta Infantry Division was
attached to the Lith Infsntry Division for administration and logistics
effective 13 Pebruary 1967, All administrative finctimna previously
performod by the Persorinel Services Nivision of the Brigade were transe
ferred to the Division,

(2) Company D, 65th Engineer Battalion was attaehad to
the lith Infantry Division Bngineer Dattalim effective 12 March 1967,

(3) Company D, 725th Maintencnoe Dattalion was attached
to the Lith Infantyy Division TOith Maintenance Battalion effective 17

April 1967,

(L) compeny D, 25th Modisad Battalion was attached to the
hth Infantyy Division Mediacal Dattalion effective L7 April 1967.

(5) Troop C, 3d Squadron, Lth Cavalry was attached to the
hth Infantry Division 1st Squadron, 10th Cavaelry effective 17 April 1967,

' (6) LOth Scout Flatoon was attached to the 4th Infe
entyy Division S5th Battalion, 16th Artillery effective 17 April 1967.

17
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bs (C) Unit Strength:

(1) As of 30 April 1967, the strength of the units of
the 34 Drigads Task Force were as followsg

ONIT AUTH OFF AUTH

£

UTH
- OFF WO~ ®M mr____"vb"% FF B %5%'!5
HRC, 34 Bde ™ 8 W TITO0 8 "% 150 )
Co D; 65th Fngx 5 0 U5 o p 3 6 02232 6 0226
CoDj T5thMaint Lk 2 71 T o Z W 2253 9 226
CoBy25thMedBn 8 0 80 0 o° 8 0 83 7 080
C Trp, 3/ Cav g 0 159 0o 0 9 S 0112 5 0148
1/35 Inf 37 2 7% 2 0oL 32 1 709 32 167
2/35 Inf 37 2 7% 0 0 M 33 2 76 33 1697
1/l Int 37 23 7% 1 o2 3 2 M7 32 271
2/9 Arty 37 3 kso 0 0 Lk 35 4 35 L k9
MEae 102 888 382 102
Sct Dop 2 0 0 O 0 1 0 2
TOMAL: TOTI3I T T IN 71 IO 3EGL zrrrrzgw

(2) The 34 Brigode TR strenthes flustunted daily during this
periocde The following are periodic strength figuwres:

FEDRUARY

ASSIGNED I FHESENT PR IUTY
M gF WO pw W B
oMb 222 24 13IB5L 22 23 380
1L rd 221 23 3683 222 23 I3
17 ¥eb 226 22 3807 226 21 a0
23red 223 22 3838 217 21 3868
28 Fed 226 22 36 222 22 3861

FARCH
ME  ar W R FF W OB
g 230 20 3838 230 21 3879
12 Mar 226 20 3899 227 20 3960
19 Mar 225 20 389%2 225 20 3920
26 Mar 217 20 3859 : 222 18 3880
S:Mar 219 20 3888 217 19 3928
APRIL

NE T W B @ WO Bt
24 212 21 3889 212 19 3891

213 220 381 22 18 3852
War 220 19 3748 22 16 35k
23 Apr 215 19 374 27 17 37135
04Apr 213 19 3709 210 17 3879

18
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Operational Report for Quarterly Period Emding 30 April 1967

(RCS=CSPCR=65) (V)

(3) Replacoments receivedy

SUDJBCTs

\
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#36562001?&
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(4) The murber of Iriently casunlties for February, m,
and April are as follows?t

orgento nites EIA WIA A WIA DIED OF WOUNDS
66 375 0 6

() Nubar of emergency lsavess

FEDRUARY MARCH ATRIL
HHC, 34 Rde 2 1 h
1/1!; mt 1 0 3
1/35 ™t 3 o 1
2/35 It 2 h 2
2/2 Avty 1 0 0
3/% Cav 0 0 0
Co D; &5th Engr 2 2 1
Co D, 25th Med o 0 0
LOth Sot Dog Flat 0 o} 0
Wth’ p;z g,t 1 4] 0
Co T, th Maint 2 1

’ "h - -

{(6) Personnsl who departed for sapsrationg

FEDRWARY MARCH APRIL
1/1L Int 6 5 s
1/3% Inf 3 6 2
2/35 Inf k 3 5
2/9 Arty 2 F 4 2
34 spt Bn 4 2 2
HRC , 34 nde 5 7 25
é5th Bngr 2 0 o
¢ 3/4 Cav 3%_ 0 0
TOMYL - ki

{1) The problem of strength accomting, although difie
ficult due to the sersration of units from the base oamp, was assisted
immeasurebly by the use of periodic musters hold simltaneocusly in all
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(ROS-CSPOR=65) (U)
(1

(2)

CONFIDENTIAL

) Mail:
(a) Number of bags received: L,751
() Wumber of bags dispatcheds 3,156

10 May 1967

(c) Total Money Orders sold: $995,uh%ekl

(d) Total stemp value sold: $21,2147.00

(e) Dates mall was not receiveds

3
2 March; 12t

February: 1, 22, 2L, and 25th

3 Aprily 10th and 13th

R&R s

(a) Allocations were sufficiant to satisfy the needs

of the coomnnd, RER continmues to be an important morale faotor.

YEBRUARY MARCH APRIL
HHC, 3d Bde 30 33 3
mﬁ Inf £0 L3 5
1/35 Inf kb ks 54
2/35 Inf g0 L7 S0
2/9 Avty 28 33 37
34 Spt Bn 32 % 30
ol X % o
“2e8 -y b4
d, Promotion allocations:
2 "
TS - T
2/9 hrty 2 % x 9 9 9
7 kil 2 0 0
5 It 66 0 3 o0 o0 0
2/35 Inf 83 23 7 3 o 1
Co D, 725 Maint 18 h 1 0 o 0
Trp Cy 3/ Cav ¥ 10 8 1 o o
Coe b, é5th Ingr 22 7 1 o 0 0
TOmL P X T v T
2
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(b) Monthly allocations were as followss
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SUBJECTs Opsrational Rereort for Quarteriy Period Znding 30 April 1967
(RCS<CSFOR=65) (U) -
MARCH
E<i Eb5 B Eu7 BReb ‘
HHC, 3d Rde ™wW ™ " T M 5% . %
Inf 117 é 5 0 0 0 :
1/35 Inf 176 9 2 0 0 o
2/35 Int 89 1 5 0 0 (1] : 1
2/9 Arty 9 3 2 1 0 0 3
Co D, 65th Engr 12 6 0 0 0 0
g:p Da"rgiﬂx c:int 8 3 i g 1] o] i
0 0
fomar, % - B T T T
KPRIE i
P
Bl Ru7 Ea8 :
HHC, 3d Bde k% % =z T 7T "‘-g i
11 e 19 B 3 3 0 0 |
1/35 Int 18 12 5 2 1 0
2/35 Inf n 1 1 3 0 ] |
2/9 arty 0 7 3 2 0 o a
Co D, 725th Maint 8 2 0 1 0 0 :
S5 T T S S S T |
0 2 ':
bk v A O OOT T T (Q3) ;
9, Awards and decorationss 4
(1) After attachment to the Lth Infantry Division the !
ewards section of the 3d Brigade T¥ was incorporated in the Lth Infantry :
Division Perscomel Services Division,
{2) Awards presented:
FEBRUARY MKRCH AFRIL i
Alr Medad s o 3 "E"‘ !
Arny Commwndation Medal 6 8 13 :
Brome Star Medal 15 32 29
Soldiers Modal 0 0 o] i
Distinguished Flying Cross o 2 o) i
Legion OF Merit 1 2 2
Silver Star Medal 8 3 2 !
Distinguished Service Medal o 0 0 !
Distinguishad Servicu Cross 0 o} 0 i
i
22
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gm.mr tisnal Repert for Quarterly Periad Ending 30 I:riu;.’lggl’
e T o rly Pe A
(REB-CEPRaS) (1) T i

fe Religiong

(1) Chaplains cenduoted religious services in the field
umderr sombat conditions with no apparent preblems, §

(2) Chaplains made numerous trips to visit hospitals
s vhere 3d Brigade TF permsonnel were located, Chaplains dalivered mail
and other persmsl belongings during these visits,

(3) Jewish persamel were given the opportunity to attend
passover services in Nha Trang,

i ge Reenlistment:

(1) The high reenlistoxnt rate in tho brigads is a posie
tive indigation of the high morale pressnt in this unit,

{2) The 34 Brigade T Achieved 100% of RK Carcer and lst
torm reenlistmnte dwing this periode

(3) Reenlistmonts,

FREBRUARY MARCH AFRIL FPERCENTAGE
last Prior Service RA (career) i} 3 5 300K
Iast Prior Service (18t term) 5 N h 00X
Last Pricr Service A¥S 3 3 I 18¢

TOTAL b3 =10 -

Te Artillery:

8¢ During the reporting period the 2d Battalion, $th Artillery,
gﬂioigated in five major operationss SAM HOUSTON, mmﬁ 1L, PERSHING,
s and BAKER, The fires of tha 2d Battalion, 9th frtillery, ao=
counted for the following-lossesz Bl VC XTA, 4 VC WIA, 13 bunicers dase
troyed, 22 huts destroyed, 1 house destroyed, and lj secondary explosions.

be Attachmonts for reporting period see para lo,
8+ Other:
8. Engineery )
(1) Qemeral:; During the quarter 1 Pebruary = 30 Anril i
1967, Company D, 65th Enginser Battalion sontimed to support the 3¢ y

Brigade TF by providing both coxbet engineer support in the area of
operations and construotion support for the Brigade base camp,

23
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(2) Operationss

() Engineer support in the area of operations cone
sisted meinly ofs

1 Clearing landing Zonss.

2 Destruction of enemy tunnels, caves, bunkers,
and defensive positions,

3 Preparation and maintenance of two new Brigade
forward CP areas, -

k Construction, maintenance, and improvement of
defensive perimeters.

S Mine elearing.

6 Airfield improvemant.

1 HRelipad construction and meintenance.

'8 Construotion of 2 omeelane, class 32, drye
woeather road (Route 506) from ER$17720 to BRB02836,

§ Esteblishment and meintenance of a water paint,

10 Assisting S5 in -civil affairs construction proe
Jects such as well-diggInig. ’

(b) Engincer support at the base camp 1nc1ud§dg

‘1l Assisting in movement of 3d Brigade TP base
camp to Dragon Mountain,

2 Hauling construction materials for developw
ment of the base camp,

(¢) Personmel and Adrinistration:

1 Paragraph 1 GO 38 Department of the Army.
Headquarters, Lth Infentyy Division, APO 96262, attached Compeny D, 65th°
Ergineors Battalion to the 4th Enginser Battalion, Lith Infantry Division,
effective March 12, 1967, Company D, 65th Engineer Battalion remained

in support of the 3d Brigade TF as an OPCON unit from 12 March 1967 throughe

out the duration of the reporting period.
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o SUBJECT mgg;mim Repert for Quartorly Period BEnding 30 April X967
* (RCSLCSF ) ()

, 2 An infusion program was oarried out between
Company U, 65th Enginser Battalfon and the Lith Engineer Battalion in’
order to lovel off the hith Engimeer Battalionts July rotational humpe
A total of 37 persoonel in grades SFS5 and below were exchanged by Come
pany tta% 65th Engincer Battelion for 37 perscns from the Lth Engineer
Ba My

SECTION 2 (C) COMMANDERS OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Part T, Cbsexrvations (lessons Learned)
1. (C) ADMINISTRATIONS

‘B¢ JItems Critical Shortage of NoneCommissioned Officers,
MOS' 11BL0,

Discussins There ia 4 critical shortage of infantry
non~commissior#d officers, MBS 11840, existing in this command, The
following is a comsolidation by infantry battalion of the shortagess

(1) Staff Sergeant R-63

UNIT AUTHORIZED ASSIONED SHORT
11k 38 17 -}
/35 38 19 19
/3% 36 21 17
(2) Sergeant B<5:
UNIT AUTHORIZED ASSIGNED SHORT
YT % %
2/35 56 17 39

Obasérvations Althoush a liberal promotion palicy is a
possible solution, it 1s not a désirable substitute for axperienced and
mature nonecommiasioned officers,

be Items Third In Country Promotiong

Discussion: Current regulations allow no more than two in
country promotIons for enlisted persormel,

Gbservation: It 42 reccmmended that & thiM in country
promotion poliGy be Initiated and continved indefimitoly. Sush a progrem

25
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(RESCBFRES ). (T) or Guarterly

would be an effective management teol for the commander, in tha% he
would be sble to select individuals who have demonstrated exceptional
ability and promote them accordingly, It would be a good incentive for
roenligtment and extension in country, and would help in correcting the
irbalances in grade existing in most units due to the lack of nonmoome
missioned officer replacements,

Ge Item: Undor ths provisions of USARV Reg 1903, USARV.Forme
36h and 365 are The only anthorized forms for reprrting captured data,
status, and disposition of detainees,

Discussions 9ince thé publication of USARY Reg 150=2 oute
lining the use and 365, these forms have been uncbtainable,
Subordinate units to cannot comply due to the shortage in the supply
syatem,

Observation: Recommend that USARY publish guidanse to mube
ordinate undts pormitting local duplication of the format of the forms
36L and 365 until the supply channels oan handle the present load that
is required,

2, (C) OPERATIONS:
8« Ttems Oodupation of Artilleyy Positions
Discussion: Major problems werv: encountered by m artillery
105 1Y upon oceupation of a positirn on the beache The major

battery (
aifficulty was preventing the trails from creeping back when charge 3 or
above was fired,

baexrvations Thess problemy; can be eliminated by building

& platform under the whools to prevent thim from in the sand,

Tho howiteer - be further stabilized by use of the 1U5mm Jungle pack
ean: ‘.8 £ .. . with sand and braced by engincer stakes to minimize
erespinge

, b, %Stemz Adr-transportatable artillery battery fire direction
center (FDC)o

“.scussions In order to begin firing upon occupation of
an IZ, the FDC mMist become operational immdiately upon arrival, By
cutting out one long side from each-of two CONEX-dontainers, and then

welding the two containors together, an excellenp, lightweight, watemw
proof, sir-transportabls FDC can be constructed,

Chservation: With the FIC CONEX, an immefiate FDC Ospa=

bility can be le to any firing battery.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(RCS=CSFOR=65) (U)

ce JItem: Stay behind ambushes:

Discussion: The enemy in the PERSHING AO established a
pattern of trailing US units on search and destroy operations, When
this pattern was disiovered, rifle companies began employing sfuad-sised
stay behind smbushes, This tactic proved extremely successful, The

ground commander must carefully select the area, paying close attention

to availabls cover and concealment,

1 Unit commanders should enconrage the use of
stay behind mhuahea, and on ocoasion consider reverding the direction
of march and move back into an area already searched,

d, Item: The problem of booty-trepped landing Zones:

sion: During the reporting period 34 Brigade 1F
encountered severa -trapped landing gones resulting in friendly
casualties during combat assaults, To minimisze this hasard this unit
has adopted several techniques:

(1) Ir poseible avoid using the same 1Z's more than once.
(2) If possible select the least obvious looking 1Z's,

(3) In areas where mmerous boobystraps have been en-
countered all IZ2!'s should have an artillery prep, even though they look
innocent and are lacldng in vegetation, It 1s recommended that an alddi~
tional 5 minutes of artillery be fired, most of the prep with VT fuse,

Obgevation: Units should avoid using the same 1Z's more
than once, In ﬁtion an artillery preparation should be fired on all
12%¢ regardless of how safe they seem to sppear, Coomanders should con=
sider adding several minutes of VT fuze fire to their preparation, which
should impact direetly on the intended 12Z,

e, Itey: OH-23 Recovery

ussion: The damage sustained by an OH-23 during re-
covery far exseeded the initial damage, The excessive dowmwash of the
CH~47 causes the OH-23 blades to be very wvulnarsble during recovery,

0 ¢ Damage t0 the rotor blades during recovery
can cause extensive secondary damage, When the situation permits, re-
moval of the main rotor blades of the OH=23 prior to recovery will re-
duce the risk of further damage intransit,
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COMFIDENT7 AL
AVDC=0=0OP 0 May 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Emding 30 April 1947
(RCS~CSFOR=65) (U)

f, Item: There is a need for an M=79 marking round,

cussion: In recent operations, gunships.have been em-
ployed nbro_frequent% in support of ground troops than ever before by
this unit, The standard procedura is to have the ground trcops mark
thelr position with smoke and then poigt cut the target by using dis-
tance and direction or referring to tertain features, A marking round
for the N~T9 could be used to rapldly ‘ndicate the target; it would also
take avay the human error in referring te terrain features,

Observetion: A stendard ¥«79 marking round should be de=
voloped for issue to sombat units.

Item: Need for e Luma CS grenads which can be fired from
the ¥~79 or mm “.renade launchars,

Disougsion: May tastical situatione are such that ground
troops would be greatly sssisted if they could accurately launch CS gre-
nades to a range greater than 25 to 30 meters to force the enemy out of
& cave, tunnel, bunker, or trench,

0 tiop:s A standard 4Oma C3 grenade should de developed,
adaptable for launching from the M=79 and XMIA8 launchers.

h, Jitem: Clsaring of defcliated area,

siont During Operation FERSHING numerous attempts
wers mads to burn a ge drywwooded defoliated ares by utilizing air
strikes (napalm), WP gramdo artillery (WP), and dropping 55 gallonm
dnmaofmpdnrmmucmﬂthmtrsdngtoimiu it upon imphct on ¢he
ground with tracer rounds and thermmite grenades from gunships, All at=
tempts occurred durdng 1/,00-1800 hrs, the hottest and driest period of
the days all attempts were unsuccessful,

Observation: A system/SOP should be developed so that
guidance can b2 given to the successful accomplishment of clearing de-
foliated aress for tactical aerial and ground obserwation,

Item: There is a need for a standard survival mérrory im
each squad, =z .

cussioni: Several personnel in the 3d Brigade TF have
survival s mirrors. These mirrors greatly conaerve the use of smoke
and they do not compromise the unit position as readily as smoke does
when signalling aircraft., When used properly and on a bummy day they a
are actually easier to spot from an aircraft than smoke,
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVIC.L=0P

10 May 1967
SUBJECT® rational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(‘P-cs-mmg) )

(bservations The standard survival #ignal mirror should
be mado available Tor 1ssue to the rifle companlese

jo Items Lightening the soldierts loads

pDiscussiong The average soldier carries a rucksack, twow
days ritions, & dOURMe basic load of ammnition, two cantocens, and s
woapon, This heavy load greatly recuces his foot mobllity and in the
dry season increages the possibllity of heat exhaustion, Onc method that
has been used by this unit is to pick up the indivdual packs in the morne
ing with the empty meimite containors and return them with the re-supply
in g; lato afternoon, Seversl problems have been encountered in thia
gystens

1 Some packs were lost because they were improperly marked.

' 2 Additional personnsl weré requirad for leading and une
loading the equipment at the resupply pede

3 On cno occasion a unit was vnable to get its packs be=
cause of the wBather and tactical situation,

i Because of the scheduling and pickeup time involved,v
the units usuaTly were not oble to commence their days operation as esrly
as desired,

OGbgervationg If the aircmaft are avelilable, this procew
dure greatly emhances the foot mobility of the individual, There are
timos vhen dus to the tactical situation, or weather, this 1s not a
feasible practios,

%o TItem: The uwse of Starlight Scopese

pisoussiony 3d Brigade TF has hKad excellent reavlts with
the starlight S6ope mounted on the Melk rifle. On one eccasion, cne of
the platoons was set up in a might arbush when they sightod 1S to 20 ine
dividusls walking toward their locatlon, Ths platoon leader wes sbout
to give the commend to open fire when one of the men with a starlight
scope sow that they were womsn,  As it turned out 4t was a growp 6f woman
retwning from the fishemarket, During the battle of Binh My (2), 23=24
April, several VC were shot by use of the starlight scope vhen they tried
to escepe across a river, Maintenance appears to be a problems TiNY

danppe eesily and once tirned in for repair it tekes a considerable length.

of time to get them becke

tbservations Buphasis should be placed on proouring addie
tional starlight scopes for the units, In adiition maintanance procee:
dures shgnllé be improveds '
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SUBJROT» ratiomal Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 Anmnflg'?’
(RCS.CS ) (V)

‘2 Iipmt The use of railroad flares for marking friendly
positions, m *

Discussions This unit has experienced many problets in the
past in trying to mark Iriendly positions at night so that close alr supw
port could be used, One battaliin has bepun the prectice of satrying
railroad flares for this purpose, They are‘ideal in that they birn for
an axtended period of timey 5 to 10 minutes, and are casy to use, The
only place tfese flares are asnilable at this time is in the Highway
Warning Kits,

(bservationt An effort should be made to prooure a sufe
ficient amount o raiiroad flafes so that they are readily available
through normal supply channels,

my Items Operations in loosa sand,

Discussions Operating in pandy areas increses the rate
of wear on aircralt parts and bearings, The frequency of‘unscheduled
maintsinence rises due to the reduced time life on parts, apd the overws
all meintainence requirement is greaters

theorvations The anocunt of time aircraft are down for une
socheduled maintalnence can be reduced in some cases by early analysis
of increased wear rates on critical components and sdvance ordering of
the necessary parts, Dust and sand cannot be éliminated bmt ean be cone
trolled by peneprime or other soll stabilisers, Such stabiliszation is
temporary and mist be accomplished on & regular basis to be effective,

ne Item: Priority of new R & D Chemical Iteme in RN Supply
Chennelse

Iiscusegion: Iwring Operation BAKER this wnit encountered
eneny well forti¥lod positions with wery limited means of extricating
ther from their position, Air strikéd and artillery were not complately
successful in penetrating the bunkers.

thservationt A CS round has been developed for mortars
and artillery THat Would help commanders in the field to overoome <memy
in fortified positions. A priority system 'should be established in RUN
togetnewfg&l) itenms to units who have an immediate need for them,

0 Item: The problem of leaving usable material in aress for
the enemy to plock p,

Discussiong The enemy supply system is at best, poor,

and he has many shortages, Therefore; he is a scavénger and is prone
to polive-up anything left behi_nd by the U3 scldiers Just the opposite
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVIB.C OP , 10 May 1967
SUBJECT s rational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(ROSCSFOR.S5) (U)

§s true of the US soldier who seldom warits for supplies, This undt has
moved into areas vacated by other units and found claymores, I05 rounds,
¥=79 rounds and thousands of rounds of small arms ammo plus asscrted
types of other equipment,

This practice should ndt be tolerated, Only training, supervision
and disciplipe will stop it. Anything that the enemy could use should
be pldoked vp or destroyed and this includes used batteries, Cerations
oans, and ammo bags. The VC awe short of metal and can use the ration
tins for many purposes including the construwstion of booby trapse

(bsexvations Command emphasis should be placél on units
leaving an area Iree Irom equipment that the VC can utilise, Harsh mea=
sures should be taken against commanders who viclats this rule of the
battlofield,

pe Iteme The problem of locating bocby-trapes and punji ritse

Discussion®? This unit has had mmerous encounters with
booby=traps and punji pits. Of couwrse the best method of cambating these
devises 13 by having well treined, thoroughly oriented soldiers} Two
things vwhich have on occasion proved useful ares

(1) A 7rarpling hook with a light ropo attached, used for
:hiruwing ahead of the advancing troops in suspected booby-trapped locae
N8B

(2) A long pole carried by the lead man o probe for punji
pits along trails etec, This means that the second man in formation has
to be responsidle for forward seourity.

~ Cbsexrvatiany The individual soldier should be thoroughly
trained and indoctrinated in bocby trap warfare, In addition, in certain
areas of heavy bocby-traps and punji pit density it might be advisable
to0 use expedients such as grapelling hocks and probes to assist in locaw-
ting these dovices,

3, (0) INTELLIGENCE:
ae Ttems Shortage of interpreters within the units,
Discussiony The rifle companies hubitually operate indee
pendently, Thére have been mmerous timss when an interpreter was needs
ed 1mmodiately, ‘1.6« to exploit tactical information or to persuade WA/

VC 45 surrender, There 4s a oritical shortage of interpreters in this
undte In fact, infantry battalions in this unit operate without any ine

terpreters approximately LOf of the time,
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CorFrd ENTIAL
AVDC<(=OP 10 May 1997
SUBJRCT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
{ROS~CSPOR~65) (V)

[9) tiont A determined effort should be made to male
available enc QU od interpreters so thai, one could be assigned
to sech rifls company, oms tc ecach reconneissance platoon and *wo to
esasch battalion heedquarters,

i, Item: Clasedfication of Cetainees:
gﬁl&gﬁi@z The classification of detainees i1s a respcn~
sibility of the intermogetkm officer hased upon result of the imter
rogation, Howevuz, clasgification should also coneider the circumstances
of captur and when poasible the forwsrd IV Team interrogation resulta,

Obserwation: "The classification system of detainees showld
be scrutinized and impmied, More considsration should be given to the
cii sumstances of capture,

o, Item: Military Intelligence (MI) Parsonnsl,
Discugsion: The MI Dstachment which is attached to the 3d
Brigade TF is presently suthordzed four interyongtim prisoner of war (I™W)
enlinted persomnnel, which is the TOLE authorisevion for a divisiomal bri-~
gede under TOXE 19-27C, In view of operational requiremsnts caused as &
result of operating as a separate brigade, this authorization has been
totally inadguate for this unit,

Obmervation: The MI Letachment attached to this unit should
be amthorized ™) perscnnel:

(1) 0CIC - 1 officer
(2) IPW -2 officer, 7 BM
(3) CI ~1w, 2B
() T -1m
(5) OB ~2m
4, (C) CIVIL AFFAIRS:
4, Item: Responsive Refugee relief
Pigcussion: During the course of tactizzl operstions in
heavlily populated arsas there is a great influx of refugees into district
camps, Standby refugee ocontrol teams areas necessity as certain steps
must be accomplished in refuges processing:
(1) Hovement of refugecs to forward acreening points,

(2) Soreening bty GVN officials, Wational Palice, MI per-
somnel,

(3) Movement to refugee centers,
(4) Relief activities to includes:
(a) PFood, clothing and sheltaer,
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AVDCL-0P 774 e 20 May 2967
SUBJECTs Operatiohial Report for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
(RCS=CISFORNSS) (U) _

(b) MEDCAP,

(€) Repistration,

(d) Continuing relief,

(e) Continued soreeninge

tbeervation: ‘Where the influx of refuyecs iz great e a

result of conta¥ operations, refugee rellef teams should be farmed and
somposed of the following individuanlss

(1) village officials,

(2) District 0CO (USAID) Representative.

(3) MEICAP team of 1 doctor, 3 medics, 3 assistants,

(1) Security forceo :

(5) Screening team uf M, Motitmal Police and village
Police Chief, This team should be cn stvandby, ready for dsployment within
2 hours of notification,

Ce Ttenm: Coanty Folr Operationse

Discussion: County fair cperations are a suscessful pope
ulation control measure as well as & moans of cbtaining intelligente.
County Fair Operations teams can be constituted at battdlion level to
accompany combat units in seairch and destroy operations,

beservationss Bach combet battalion should form a county
fair team of the Tollowing personnels

(L) Village Chief,

(2) Villope Folioe Chief,

(3) Medical tean,

(4) National Police,
This team should be on call at battalion level in coordination with looal
officials, It may ba augmentazd from brigade or higher headquarters with
pereommel or msteriel,

de Item: Control of hand-cuts and giftss

Discussions In many cases the spomtaneous givir; of small
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CONFIDENTIAL

m.op 0 May 2967
Ts Operational Repcrt for Querterly Period Endi Aprdd 2967
{RCSGSFORES ) (U) e ™ %0 aprt

ancunts of”food, candy; clothing, and tobacco to the indigencrs peopls
in an area, has an advarse effect on the vccuomy and morale of the peopia.
In nany casog the peopls become begpars for handouts,

haorvations Gifts Fhould be given as & reward for & selfe
hulpr projecB wienover possibleg

Ge Yiemt Civil Affairs Projectes ’

Dissussions Projects should be choserr to meet tho follows
ing oriterias =

(1) Time limitotions,
(2) Availability of meteriel,
(3) Availability of personnel. §
(1) Local desires. - ;
(5) Need for item of usefulness after completione
Thn §4pal problem is to motivate the peopls to perform self-help
projectss In many cases US forces furnish not only advice and material

aasigtance but labor as well, This dovaluates the project fails to give
the Vietnamese a chance to participate,

R A

tesevations X111 projects selected should be self«hslp in
nature and carefully chosen to meet the desires and needs of the peopige

fo Items Coardination of spesker and leaflot missionse ﬁ

Dimscusgions Psychological Operations which provide speaker 3
and lsaflst 1d5slons are most effective in areas of contact or imminont
centact,

obseNations Flannod spesker and leaflst missions shoild
be coordinated closely with 82/43 in order to achisve maximum effect,

ge Items Exploitation of Hoi Chanhg
Discussions Hoi Charh can be used most effectively a3 ine
%elligence sources and san be exploited in Psyckological Opera*ions if
used immodiately after returning to GWN control,

Obsoxvation: The Hol Chanh should be processed in the f£0l=
Jowing pequences
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDC.C=0P

SUBJECT: Operational Raport for Quarterly Period Emding 30 April 1967
(ROS=CSPOR=65) (V)

30 Yay 1967

(1) Tactical exploitation using aerisl or ground loud-
speaker,

(2) Tectical intelligence emploitation by MI personmel,
{3) Exploitation bty PSYOPS personnel,
{4) Follow up loudspeaker exploitation,

TAHX IIs Reccomondations
1, Personnel: That s third in country premation through thd grade
of E~6 be suthorized for rifle squad leaders and IRRP tesun leaders, It
1s recognigwd that thers is authorisation fur 3d in country promotions
for the months of May and Jvne, however, it is recommended that suthéri=
gation ba cortinued indefinitely as stated in the preseding sentence,

2, Imntelligence:

a, That qualified imterpreters be provided to brigade sised
units on the following rasis:

(1) Brigads hesdquarterst X
(a) MI section: 5
(v) s-5: 3
(e) Se=2¢: 1
(d) Miditary Police: 1
{2) Infantey bettalions: 5
(a) Battalion hudqmrborsav 2
(b) Rifle compsnies: 1 each
(3) Artillery vattalions 1

b, That MI Detachments at infaniyy brigade love’. be authorized
the following pevsornel, and thav qualified persommel be assigned accord-
ingly to £1il this authorisgtion:

(1) OIC = 1 officer

(2) IPW -1 officer, 7 ™
(3) CI ~1w0, 2 X
(4) IT -IBM

(5) 0B ~z2m
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CONFIDENT AL

AVDCC-OP I0 May 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Repert for Quartarly Period Ending 30 April 19647
(RCS-CSFOR=65) (U)

3. Ogerationes ;

, a, That a standard ,Omn marking round be developed for standard
issue to combat units,

b, That & standard 4Omm CS round be developed for standard is-
sue to combat units,

ce That an in country maintenance facility for starlight scopes
Te esteblished in order to reduce time lost to units when scopes are
turnad in for mpintenance at higher gchelons,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDF-GC (10 May 1967) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period
Ending 30 April 1967 (RCS-CSFOR-65) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, TASK FORCE OREGON (PROVISIONAL, APO San Francisco
96374, July 1967

TO: COMMANDING GENERAIL, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, ATTN, AVHGC-DH,
APO San Francisco 96375

l. Forwarded herewith is subject report of the 3d Brigade,
25th Infantry Division.

2. This headquarters concurs with the following recommendations:

a. Assignment of qualified interpreters to brigades in the
amounts recommended.

b. Development of a standard marking round and standard
CS round for the 40 mm Grenade Launcher,

¢. Establishment of an in-country maintenance facility
for starlight scopes.

3. This headquarters does not concur in the assigmnment of
military intelligence personnel to brigades in the amounts recom-
mended.

a. Brigades operating as part of a division are normally
provided counterintelligence and interrogation support by the
division military intelligence detachment. Order of battle and
imagery interpretation support are provided from the division head-
quarters.

b. Separate brigades are normally authoriged a Military

. Intelligence Detachment, Separate Infantry Brigade, TOE 30-14G,

31 August 1966. This detachment has an authorized strength of 32
and can provide counterintelligence, interrogation, order of battle
and imagery interpretation support to the brigade.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

S/ Russell A Powell Cpt
f O. A. GEANER JR
5 Incl CPT, AGC
ne Assto Adjn Genc

Dacieotiod st 11 ™ CONFIDENTIAL
DD DIR 5200.10
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CONFIDENTIAL "-P

AVHGC-DST (10 May 67) 24 Ind
SUBJECT: Operatioral Report~Lessons learned for the Periocd Ending
30 April 1967 (RCS CSFCR=65) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 7 SEP 1967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-CT,
APO 96558

1, (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 30 April 1967 from Headquarters, 3d Brigade
Task Force, 25th Infantry Division (UIC WAL24A) as indorsed.

2, {C) Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning lack of noncommissioned officers,
section 2, purt I, paragraph la, page 25: Concur. The shortage of non-
comrissioned officers in MOS 11BLO is army-wide. In an effort to allevi-
ate the shortage, this headquarters recommended to DA that USARV be placed
under the same promotional policy as other commands. Per DA Msg 836311,

4 Aug 67, this recommendation was approved. While a liberal promotion sye=-
tem cannot compensate for experienced persomel, it does allow a commander
to promote outstanding persommel who possess the potential for leadership.

b. Reference item concerming third in-country promotions, section
2, part I, paragraph 1b, page 25: Concur. DA Msg 826311, A4 Aug 67, auto-
matically provides for subssquent in-country promotions—providing DA cri-
teria are met.

c. Reference item concerning forms, 364 and 365 section 2, part
I, paragraph lc, page 26: HNonconcur. A file check of records as far back
as 12 Apr 67, indicates that the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division has not
requisitioned these forms, At the present time, the stock level of these
forms is: 68,000 (364); and 75,000 (365). The unit is being advised to
racheck its requisitioning prosedures. There has not been a shortage of
these forms at this headquarters.

d. Reference item concerning shortage of interpreters, section 2,
part I, paragraph 3a, page 31: Command emphasis should be placed upon maxi~
mum utilization ef available ARVN interpreters during tactical operations.
USMACV is cognizant of the need for Vietnamese and Montagnard interpreters
to a total of 69 for attachment to each U. S. division beginning in FY 68.
In addition, USMACV is in the process of simplifying procedures for U. S.
tactical units to obtain ARVN interpreters. Increased availability of
interpreters and simplified procedures for obtaining them will facilitate

wmgraded at 3 year Intervals
gﬁm&m after 12 years
s DOD DIR 52000
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGC~DST (10 May 67) 2d Inda
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

30 April 1967 (RCS CSFaB-65) (U)

their employment down to company level if the tactical situation dictates the
need,

e¢. Reference item concerning classification of detainees, section
2, part I, paragraph 3b, page 32, In tne Commander's Analysis portion
(paragraph 15a(3) ) of the Thayer II Combat Operations After Action Report,
it was pointed out that there were many instances when POW's and suspects
arrived at the battalion command post area and the circumstances of their
capture was sketchy. The brigade solved the problem by inaugurating a
policy whereby platoon leaders carry captured document tags. "They merely
need to cross out the word document and write in the word prisoner, then
£fill out the card and attach it to the individual. When the POW arrives
at the battelion command post area, the circumstances of his capture are
readily available to the S2." This procedure could also be used to handle
detainees, Based upon the fact that the item " classification of detainees "
appeared in only one of three operations reported during the period, and
the problem was apparently successfully resolved, recommend that no further
action be taken since the protlem was one of training and implementaticn
rather than the need for any revision of the detainees classification system,

f. Reference item concerning need for M-79 marking round, section
1, part I, paragraph 2{, page 28, Expediting Non-Standard Urgent Require-
ments for Equipment (ENSURE)No 3 is a requirement for a 4Omm smoke marking
round compatible with the 1«79 and XM-148 launcher. Item is being fabricated
in test quantities and due to arrive in RVN for evaluation in Sep 67,

g. Reference item concerning 40Omm CS round, section 1, part I,
paragraph 2g, page 28, DA ENSURE No 87.3 is a requirement for a 4Omm CS
grenade for the i~79 Grenade Launcher. This round has an external configura-
tion almost identical to the conventional HE round, The projectile is filled
with a CS pryrotechnic mixture which emits CS smcke for approximately 30
seconds, Effective ronge is from 30-200 meters, Cartridge can only be fired
from the ¥~79 grenade launcher. It can not be fired from the XM=-148 adapter
for the M-16 rifle. Present status, 3,888 have arrived in RVN, Another
17,000 are due by 1 Nov 67, The round will be evaluated by combat units in

RVN.

h, Heference item concerning survival mirror, section 1, part I,
paragraph 21, page 28, DA ENSURE No 68 is the requirement for a lightweight
individual survival kit. The BOI for this kit is one per aircraft. Each

40
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AVHGC-DST (10 May 67) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
30 April 1967 (RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

kit is equipped with a mirror. Based on the above no consideration has been
glven to development of a separate standard mirror for sach squad,

i. Reference item concerning starlight scopes, paragraph 2k, page
29: Concur. It is recognised that maintenance is presently a problem. Under
the present system DSU's evacuate starlight scopes to Sacramento Army Depot
for repair and return. Turn around times average 21 days. By end 1947 repair
parts (which are presently in production) and float items should be in
country in quantity. At that time repair will be accomplished in courtry
and turn around time will be considerably reduced. A mission support plan 3
has been furnished by the project manager, night vision,for preparation of
support packages. . He advises that USARV requirements for Night Vision Devices
will be filled by late in the second quarter FY 1968,
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3. Reference item concerring railroad flares, paragraph i, page 39;
Sufficient quantities of this item are presently on hand, availabls for issue,
: in 1st Logistical Command Depots, The highest issue of these, in the last .
2 six months, has been 1700, Nonc were requested in June or July and thers has 4
been no shortage of the item,

k. Reference item concerning new R&D chemical items, paragraph in, i
page 30, Concur. These items are presently programmed into Vietnam under 1
the ENSURE program, and have bheen allocated to units which have expressed a
desire to test them.,

3. Unit will be notified of recommendations and actions by routine in-
dorsement which returns this report.
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GPOP-DT (10 May 67) 3d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Revort for the Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
from B, 25th Infantry Division (3d Brigade Task Force)
(RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 16 OCT1967

TO: Aasistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters hss evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDZR IN CHIEF:

K. ¥. OSBOURN
MAT, AGC
S Incl : Asst AG
ne
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1ST BATTALION, 35TH INFANTRY OPERATIDNS “{ '
10 May 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report for the period 22 through
30 April 1967

1, 22 Apr 67 - Unit loo: Bm CP, A 2/9, L.2 Mort plat, A Co, LZ OD
(BS780367);3 B Co at 12 MONTEZUMA; C Co and Rogon at BS796430. At O755 hrs
Reocon began moving and 1st plat, A Company moved out.on a patrol. C Com-
pany reported 9 VC3S ready to be picked up at 0756 hrs, The VCS had been
detained the day before, After the VCS were picked up C Company moved out
on their sweep and at 0915 hrs they began to receive sniper firo, Ganships
were requeastod, Medevac was called for 2 WIA in 2nd plat, C Company at
BS77LL28. At 0938 hra the units around the plat in contact were: 3d plat,
B Compary at BS789425, and Rocon plat at BSB10417. The fight increased in
intergity and &t 1018 hrs C Company 2nd plat, had suffered 4 WIA, Recon
plat began receiving AW fire at 1055 hrs vicinity BS 811412 and quickly
requested AA., While Recon was receiving fire, A Company 2/35 just west
of LZ SHOUY (BS822403) was getting iW fire. At 1QUS hrs Recon began re~
ceiving /W and small arms fire from their left flank. The lst plat C
Company made comtact at 1105 hrs vicinity BS775425., The CAC made an ex~
traction at BS778L24 of 1 KI4A and 1 WIA at 1115 hrs for C Company. Ground
to air fire was received by the gunship flying over BS 775460 at 1125 hrs.

The Blue Team, B 1/9 was located at BS829LL7 when 2/35 notified
the Recon plat that 8 VC were hiding in the bunker at BS815403, and they
would mark the location with WP, The Blue Team, B 1/9 Cav, moved in on a
suspected VC CP location at BS8284L416, Artillery and ARA was called in on
a group of 70 males with weapons. 20 were KIA and 10 WIA, The Blue Team
suffered 3 KIA and 1 WIA, The Recon plat was located at BS818L0OB when the
Bn 00 notified 2/35 that the Reoon plat would be moving to BS815402, 2/35
was notified at 1212 hours., C Company was still receiving small arms fire
at 1323 hours when the gunships reported people fleeing the village to the
west. Mcre gunships were requested at 1328 hrs and they arrived at 1340
hrse lat plat A Company prepared an IZ for the LRRP and the IRRP was in-
serted at 1352 hrs vicinity BS791843. Twe air strikes were conducted,
one at B37603L2 and the second at BS736378.

The LRRP found a grenade at BST91342 and then at 1445 hrs they
found an anti-perscnnel mine at the same loention, The Bn CO directed
Reoon to assemble in a P2 immediately for pick up, and told them they
would be inserted at BS768L26; at the time Recon was helding 3 VCS at
BSEL7404. The LIRP had moved to BS793340 by 1536 hrs, C Company, still
in contact, requested an immediate air strike on the village at BS77LL28..
A sacond air strike was brought in on the village at 1630 hrs by C .Company's
FO. The strike was mnde by 5 jot zair crafte A Company's 1st plat closed
1Z OD at 1700 hrs. The VC fighting ¢ Company in the village found the
going getting rough, and after the second air sirike 12 VC decided to make
an escape, They began to run out of the village just as a "SHARK" gunship,
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=~ 10 My 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operations /fter Action Report for the period 22 throwgh
30 4April 1967

17h4th Aviation Company, flew by. The alert YSHARK® saw them and quickly
made a 180° turn to ennble his gunship to come in behind the i2 VC,
Running with theix backs to the closing gunship, they were easy prey for
the "3HARK* miniguns. The gunships pass was 30 low over the rice paddy,
the spraying water ard mud from the builet strikes covered the windshield

and the gunship had to return to 12 MONTEZUMA to wash the windshield, C
Company contact continued and the entrenohed VC held their fortified po~
sition with great tenacity. At 1716 hre C Company passed on the report
that they had § VC KIA vicindty BS 775425, md 3 AK-L47, 1 paratrooper AK-50,
1 Rl type rocket launcher with 1 rocket, The C&C went in with the Bn
8-3 o pick up a Necon WIA at 1823 hours, At 1828 howrs the VC in the My
Thuan vtllage began firing M-79 rounds ¢t C Company, and Reocon suffered
ond KIA at 1835 hre.

The Br 0O requested the Air Force C-47 (Spooky) vith its mini-
guns to be sent 4o the C Company location at 1910 hrs. The situation at
1947 hrs was: € Chmpany in heavy contact in the village with the W bottled

up in om corner. Recon was providing a blocking farce cn the west, run-
rd.ng from BS767hi27 to the nerthoast, B GompaxY was prowviding a block to
the south along the trame: 35773419 to BS77242l, to B??Shl’lu ¢ Company
on the line from BS773428 to BS77642L,

Darkness was approasching and the Bn (N docided to: (1) ieave the
battleficld sitaation in the above posture for the night, (2) bomberd the
village with the iir Force C-47's 21,000 rounds, use artillery (H&I and
11lumination) throughout the night, and, (3) have C Compamy sweep the
village after a 0630 hrs szir strike the following morning.

At 2000 hrs the total cnemy KIA by body count was 18, and C
Company lost another man, KIA at 2043 las, making the total casualties
for the day 3 KIA and 9 WIA,

The anxious eyes of C %impany, B Company anua Recon watched the
village throughout the night for signs of a brzakout of an attempt do drag
off the btodies of the dsad VC. Illumination was provided throughout the
night by A 2/ Artillery.

26 23 Ap: 67 - The requested air strike was made at 0630 hrs, C
Company plats began to move into the villsge as soon as the dust and smcke
cleared. The Bn C0 and S-3 flew tc the village and began to orbit at 0700
kxrs, C Ccmpany found no resistance and easily =swept through the village,
getting to the opposite aide at 0755 hrs. A sweep back through the village
began at 0758 hrg to get ¢ body count. Seven VCS were picked up on tho
initial swetp. B Company picked np one VCS av 0800 hrs. Medevac was
called by the Bn (U for the 3 wounded Vietnamese from the village at
BS779%26, The Medovac also extracted 4 US WIA and 1 KIA, The second

2
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations .ifter Action Report for the period 22 through
30 April 1967

sweep yielded 2 VC KIA and 36 VCS, Weapons found ware: 2 SKS, 2 MG, 1
Rocket Launcher, grenades (US and Chicom), 2 M=79, 3 M=16, a knife and
assorted canteens, belts and packs, /mmo recovereds 3u3 rownds 7.62mm,
190 rounds Gm, 2l rounds M-1, 1 X 60mm round in cantainer, also 20 sets
of black pajamas were captured, Total enemy KIA at Theip Son {2) was 33,

At 1125 hrs, the B Company (0 and 18t Sgt were wounded by a
grenade, The VC had jumped out of a large bunker in the village at ES
76616 and tossed the gronsdae,

B Company requested an EOD team to assist in the destzuctiongof
some large bunkers at BS765416., The 3d and Lth plat of B Company moved
out at 1315 hrs. Recon was given the mission of checking out the village
(BS766423) at 1352 hrs by the Bn S-3. Two air strikes were planned - one
at BS725326 (TOT 1515 hrs) and one at BS740352 (10T 1700 hrs). B Company
destroyed 22 burkers with overhead awwer (3 to 5 feet thick) at BS766416.
4 Chinook was sent to C Company to pick up 60 refugecs, The 2nd plat, B
Company began receiving AW fire at 1550 hrs vicinity BS768411., Gunships
wore requested immediately, C Company found 550 lbs of rice at BST7hL25,
The ensmy was in a heavily fortifiod position with bunieexrs and IW weapons.
2nd plat, B Company had just crossed the railroad when the VC opened fire,

The Bn 00 called for an immediatc air strike on the village of Binh My (1).

At 1724 hrs the Bn O reporied the VC were pinned down on the SW, the MW
sactox was still receiving heavy iire, and there were several U3 WIA at
BS768411 near the rallroad bridge. Three men from B Company were on the
ground in un exposed position in front of the enemy bunkers, 0(ne of the
gmsahip pliots, Lt Wood, 174th Aviation Company, distinguished himself
by hovering directly over the wounded at an altitude of 20-30 feet, and
directly in front of the enemy bunkers. With his guns blazing, he re-
sembled an irate, protective, mother cagle shielding her young., With
the valiant support of the gunships, and the courageous effort of the B
Company FO, Lt Keith, who orawled out to rescus the wounded, the area waz
cleared for the air strike. All positions wero marked with smoke and
tho F-10j4's began to pound tho ecnomy, At 1810 hrs, the air strike was
finished and the 2nd plat, B Company Wi th tho Rocon plat began to close
in on tho of Binh My (1)e Thc mext flight of F-104's began to
striko Binh My (2) just SE of BS7P6LLO7. A white tcom was used to scroon
the SE side of thc village of Binh My {(1)s At 1810 hrs, 1 US XIA and 1
US WIA wore extracted. The Alr Force § =47 was requested and at 1930 hrs
B Company reported 1 VC KIA who was armed with an M-,

At 1950 hrs theo Cacti Groon forces arcund the VC were located
at: B Company BS772i11, Recon plat BS768410, C Company (~) moving to a
blocking pen at DS76241), The total US casualties for %he day were: 2
KIA and 6 WIA.

Again, the night was spent watching for VC attempts to escape.

3
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The most likely escape route was the river, and B Compuny placed riflemen
with starlite scopes on the tridge at BS7724l1 to watch the river, Illu-
mination was provided by the artillery anc H&I fires were shot into the

o Air strikes were scheduled for the next morning, 2l April 1967,
for 0630 hrs and O&L5 hrs,

3s 24 Apr 67 - At O6LO hrs the first air strike was underway with
3 P=100's delivering their ordnance ca the village, A White Team was sent
in to sxreen and observe reported movement in the village in the vicinity
BSBO3340. The second alr strike was completed at 0750 hrs. At 0733 hrs
34 _iav, B Company shot one VC who was attempting tc swim the river, The
Recon plat and 2xd plat- B Company swept through 'ie village at 0750 hrs
meeting no resistance. C Company was instructed to mowe N4 and check out
the zrea at BS753L28, the. to BSTL7U39 because those areas were coversd
with trenches and foxholes. An engineer teem wit.. demolitions was Te-
quested to destroy the bunkers,

At 1013 hre A Company's 3¢ plat departed IZ OD on a lccal patrol.
The IRRP reported seeing 5 people ia black pajamas st 1410 hrs near BS795-
355« When C Cospany approached the village at BS756428, the pagoda bells
began to ring and the Vietnamsrse pecple began evacuating the %O AL
1S hrs 1st plak, C Company was notified to get into a PZ at BS7
for extraction and delivery to BS728426, The lst plat, G Compiny completed
the 1lift at 1538 hours, © Company («) oontinued to sweep through the
village at ES735432, At 1530 the body count from the village was 20 VC
KIA. The last two were killisd in the air estrike, Statistics for the
day weret 20 VC KIA in the village at BS765L07.

e R it g TR
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Le 25 Apr 67 - At 0755 hrs the rosupply Chinook received ground-
to-alr fire and the gunshins were called to C Company's location. The
Hlue Team, B 1/9 Cav was inserted at BS75835L and requested a ready ree
action forcc irom 1/35. A Company was designated by the Bn 00 to pro-
vide a plat for the RRF, C Company received word from the Rsd Team
{gunships) working over their area that the village of Tan Phong (BS73%-
435) had numerous freshly dug trenches and tunnels which could accomodate
a ocompany-size unit, C Compuny (~) was located on a line from BS73343L
to BS 740434 and the 3d plat, C Company was located near BSTLSL30 at 0905
hrs, at 1105 hrs C Company (=) was sweeping Tan Phong (BS736437) with the
2d plat ot BS7h6430, and the wpns plat at BS737h3., Resistance was not
mot; however, many freshly dug trenches and several bunkers wecre found.

The gunshipe of the Red Team, B 1/9, were on station overhead
and at BS745427, the lead gunship fired on a man wearing a grey wiform,
web gear, and heliet, Another individual was taken under fire and killed
at BS7uSL2L. 2nd plat, A Company, on a local patrol out from 12 OD, found
a2 smel? cave containing some documents at BS760377. The Bn S-3 instructed
2nd plst, B Company to search to the SW vioinity BS762372. The 34 plat,
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30 April 1967

C Company was moving to the lecation where the gunship had fired on the
pajama clad psrson at BSTL662L when they received AW fire on their left
flank and sniper fire from their #ight front. The 3d plat, began to
flank the enemy and called for the gunships who, fortunately, had just
refueled and were on their way to the C Company area. At 1237 hrs 3d
plxat, C Company had 3 men pinned down in front of the enemy bunkers, one
of them WIA. Their location was BSTU2428, At 1241 hrs the gunships were
on station, and the lead ship immediately spotted 2 men with packs and
weapons entering a mullding, The fire fight grew in intensity and at
1315 hrs 3 plat, C Company had 3 WIA and needed a Medevac, The 3d plat
pulled back to provide the gunships working room on the bunkers, The
wounded were pulled back to. safety under very heavy fire,

An air strike was being made at BSTLL357 and was being controlled
by the Bn Commo Officer from IZ OD when the Bn S=3, above 3d plat, C Com-
pary in the C&C, called the 1/35 TOC to have an immediate air strike laid
on, The Bn Commo officer rotified the FAC of the S-3's need and the Jets
were deverted north to the C Company area where the FAC contacted the Bn
0 and S-3, The F~100's had expended their HE and napalm on the target
at BSTLY357; but they were able to offer 20mm and the FAC called for more
Jets while the 3d plat, C Company wounded were being pulled back to safety.
The Red Team gunships laid down heavy fire on the entrenched enemy while
the Medevac ships cntered, After the friendly positions were idemtified,
the Air Force began to pownd the enemy positions. The zir strike at
BS7h242 3 was completed at 1411 hrs. At 1415 hrs the Bn @ directed B
Company to move to the MW of C Company's contact zrea, A second air
strike for C Company was approved at 1445 hre, As the XC flew to drop
smoke  gr¢ nades to the units on thc ground with the Bn (0 and S-3 it
received 4O rounds of AW fire, losing altitude and power rapidly. 1The
aircraft made its way to LZ MONTEZUMA air strip on a fingl glide and crash
landed. No cne was hit by gunfire or hurt in the landing, The ship
caught fire during the giide into the air strip. A replacement C&C was
immediately provided, and the @M and S-3 returned to the contact area. At
1431 hrs the Recon plat was at BS762318, and 2d plat, A Company had picked
up a VCS when he tired to run at BS775370, The 2d plat, B Company had
bagged a hook load of rice by 1505 hrs and also had 4§ VCS at BS763409.

The 2d plat, A Company retwmed to LZ OD at 1515 hrs. Recon plat was now
at BS762401 and was moving to a blocking position for the C Company contact.
Their block was to be set at B3745418, B Company (~) was at BS752h16 at
1535 hrs, The 34 plat, C Company had une WIA at 1603 hrs and requested
Medevac. The second air strike was completed at 1620 hrs on BS7L43423,

By 1625 hrs Recon had reached BS754516, and by 1705 hrs they were located
at BSThU16, The 3d plat, B Oompany was located at BSTUSL19, The 3d air
stidike of the day went in at BS7L3423 at 1725 hrs. The Arty LNO was con-
trolling the air strike in the C Oompany area and was wounded on the left
forearm from the bomb shrapnel. At 1840 hours C Company reported their
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30 spril 1967

casualties since the contact began, 2d plat bad 3 WIA and 1 KIA, 34 plat
had 1 WIA and the Arty FOts RTO was KIAe Again, for the third day in
succession the S=l made a resupply run to the embattled area to deliver
ammo and C rations, At 2000 hrs the Bn 0 directed C Company elements to
pull back so the village could be shelled throughout the night. The
platoons pulled back and Medevac ships began making extractions, The Air
Force C=-47 (SPOOKY) was ocalled and was controlled by C Company. The
final friendly casualty report was: B Company - L KIA, 3 WIA3 C Company =
1 KIA, 9 WIA; 2/9 Arty - 1 WIA (1/35 INO) and 1 KIA (C Company FO's RT0),
The action in the C Company area resulted in 15 VC KIA, found on the NW
side of Tan Phorg, 2 SMG's captured, 1 M=16, and an estimated 10 rounds
of rocket fire from the village was received,

Se 26 April 67 - 30 Lpril 67 - At 0020 hrs the C Company FO reported
secondary explosions coming from the village at BS742L23. 4t 0650 hrs an
air strike was made on the village (Bich Chisu (2)) and was completed at
0715 hrs. By 0730 hrs the Bn CO and S-3 were airborne in the C4C over the
C Company area. The Bn 00 instructed B Company and C Company to move back
through the two villages and conduct a thorough search, Also at 0815 hrs,
the Bn CO requested an EQD team from Brigade to go into the contact aren
to destroy the dud artillery rounds,

B Company and C Company had swept the two villages at 0827 hrs
and had not met with resistance. At 0830 hrs B Company began a sweep of
the eastern village and C Company started on the western village in a
search for equipment and bodies, The 1lst plat, A Gompany departed LZ OD
on a local patrol at 0852 hrs. Recon plat received sniper fire from the
village at BSTLSL16 and called in artillery fire, The Blue Plat, B 1/9
Cav was inserted at 0933 hrs near BS784332, The sweep completed, C Com-
pany reported at 1025 hrs that they had found 22 VC KIA and signs that
S bodies had been removed, From blood trails and bloody bandages an
estimated 8 VC were wounded, Equipment policed up included: L AK-50 SMg,
3 M=16 Riflies, 1 M=2 carbjine, 1 SKS, 1l Chicom H3, and ammo in the following
varieties: 300 rounds 8mm, 74 rounds .30 cal, LS4 rounds of ,30 cal long,
352 rounds 7,62mm short (wide rim type) and 50 rounds of S.5Gmm. At 12L5
hrs an air strike was made at BS763423 and was controlled by the Arty INO.
At 1400 hrs the unit locations were: lst plat, A Company BS78L3L4L4s B Com-
pary (=) BS7TLOL19; 2d plat and 3d plat BS 7501’;25; C Company BS740420; IRRP
(Team #1) BS75LU21 and LRRP (Team #2) BS790340. At 1435 hrs C Company
picked uwp 1 VCS with two fresh wounds, Another air strike was made on
BS740376 at 1520 hrs, When the jets screamed in delivering their bombs
they received ground-to-air fire., A second air strike was put in on the
same location at 1630 hrs. In the peiiod between 1530 hrs and 1630 hrs
the Le2" mortars fired on BS740378 and a secondary explosion was observed,
At 1615 hrs the unit locations were: C Company BS7L47h41L, B Company (=)
BS757413, 2d and 3d plats BS772L419, Recon plat BS7620L and LERP BS7903L0.
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The IRRP spotted 9 persons in black pajamas moving equipment vicinity
BS780368. A White Team was called for the IRRP and A 2/9 fired into the
location, The IRRP reported 6 VC KIA, 1 was carrying a MG, Later, at

2036 hrs, the IRRP spovted flashing lights at BS790340, and called in
artillery,

27 Apr 67 - At 0805 hrs C Company received sniper tire vicinity
BS7404O7, and observation aircraft were summoned. The 2d plat, A Company
departed LZ OD on a local patrol, The flight leader for the B Company (w)
1ift was briefed at 0900 hrs, The first element of B Company touched down
at 0955 hrs vicinity BS706422. Recon plat made a combat assault at BS708-
429 with an artillery preparation of the IZ. At 1000 hrs C Company was
located at BS731410 and had picked up 11 VCS. The IRRP, at 1105 hrs, was
told to link up with 24 plat, A Company and return to IZ OD. Also -at
1105 hre the Reoon plat closed at BS703428, The IRRP started to move
down off the mountain but due to the density of booby traps had to move
back to be extracted by air. At 1221 hrs C Company was receiving suiper
fire at BS72l410. A gunship team was requested, 2d plat, B Company
killed a VC at BS699L428 who was carrying a Chicom grenade, The IRRP on
the mountain was extracted at 1500 hrs while two false insertions were
simultanecusly made in adjacent areas, and the LRRP (Team #2) was in-
serted at BSB10330, 2d plat, B Company reported 2 VC KIA vicinity BS
709428 at 1332 hrs, Both were carrying Chicom grenades, santeens and
pistol belts, The 2d plat, A Company spotted 2 perons in black pajamas
vwho fled. The fleeing VC were fired on and one was killed, Also at BS
777346 2d plat, A Company found l spider holes with 2 US grenades, 1 US
poncho, 50 1bs of rice, 3 cantcens and some clothing, C Company was
ready for extraction at 1550 hrs vicinity BS?35412, so A Company was lifted
from LZ OD *o the C Company PZ and C Company was returned to LZ 0D, B
Company (=) was at BSTO5L421, 1st and 2d plats at BS708426, 3d plat at BS
7 » Recon plat at BS 708429, and the IRRP at BS803324. B Company (=)
discovered a 250 1b bomb at BS705421 and blew it in place at 1826 hrs. A
2/35 was extracted from the 1/35 A0 at 1827 hrs.

28 April 67 = At 0725 hrs A Company reported a large rice cache
at BS73L4407. B Company requested EOD assistance to blow 2 750 1b bombs at
BS7T16424. Also B Company's FO was notified he would control the air strike
at B3673398 at 0900 hrs. Recon made a CA BS765351, touching down at 0831
hrs, 1st plat, A Company picked up 2 VCS at 0858 hrs, B Company found
3 more 250 1b bombs at BS716423 at 0955 hrs, Two of the bombs had been
cut open and had the explosives removed. 1st plat, B Company found 500
lbs of rice at BS718416 which they destroyed. At 1100 hrs B Company re-
ported on their bomb demolition projectes They had destroyeds 2 X 750 1b
bombs, 1 X 250 1b bomb and 3 X 250 1b bombs which had been opened,

Recon captured 1 ton of rice in a hut at BS755366 and one woman,
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They alsc took under fire a woman with a pack and weapon. She was wounded
and died latezr. Her pack contained medical supplies, documents including
propaganda literature, schematic drawings of fortified villages and a
schematic drawing of the District Hq in Duc Pho. Also she was carrying a
photo of herself and friends, and in the picture she was holding a Thompson
SMG. The 30 year-old female was definitely a hard-core communist. The

3d plat, A Company found and destroyed 400 lbs of block salt at BS5725384.
Recon killed 1 VC at BS755366 and wounded a second. The lst plat, A Com-
pany spotted 1 NVA at 1312 hrs and began receiving AW fire from 2 locations
vicinity BS729380. The platoon swept through the area with negative
contact and found only some empty cartridges. The LRRP found a booby trap
at BS804324 and marked its location. B Company found 1 ton of rice at BS
712406 and asked for persomnel to bag the rice. The rice bagged and ready
for pickup at 1430 hrs.

The lst plat, 4 Company ac BS732381, found a hut containing 6 X
60mmu mortar illumination rounds, 1 pack, 5 PAVN shovels and 13 tons of
polished rice (estimated 25 cu. meters). Later, at 1649 hrs, another 15
tons of rice was found by lst plat, A Company near BS732382 along with 3
M9A1 gas masks. Coordination was made with the District Hq at Duc Pho
and arrangements were made for PF personnel to go to lst Plat, A Company's
location to bag and extract the large rice cache. The rice removal was
scheduled for 29 April 1967.

29 Apr 67 - At 0750 hours the 3d plat, C Company departed LZ OD
on a local patrol to meet a Popular Force platoon and provincial Recon
unit at the pagoda vicinity BS809358. The joint operation was then to
proceed south into the valley, BS800330, to find a 250 lb bomb (booby trap)
found on an earlier mission by the same PF unit. A second task assigned
was the job of destroying a bamboo and barbed-wire fence constructed by
the VC. A contingent of PF rice baggers were lifted to A Company's loca-
tion to sack the 13 tons of rice found in a cache by A Company. The
rice was stored at BS73338l. A Company's lst plat stayed at BS73338l to
see that the rice cache was extracted while A Company (-) moved on to the
south, Meanwhile, 3d plat, C Company and the PF unit had reached the area
wnere the PF's had reported the bomb on 23 April. The PF's told the 3d
plat leader they could not remember where the bomb was located although
they had given coordinates in their initial report on 23 April to the PF
advisor at Duc Pho District Hq. The bomb was not found; but the bamboo
fence (75 meters long) was torn down by the PF troops. Two air strikes
were made - one at 1300 hrs on BS743321 and one at 1400 hrs on BS697379,
which was controlled by B Company. At 1500 hrs a third air strike was
delivered on BS771323., The 3d plat, C Company closed LZ OD at 1700 hrs,
and Recon reported 1 VC KIA at BS747366. The 3d plat, A Company found 2
M-1 barrels, 2 hand flares, 1 bag of M-l ammo, 1l home-made rocket launcher,
and 1 carbine at 1702 hrs near BS732370. GClosing the days activity, A

8

CONFIDENTIAL

50

Remainder of report not received at Hq, Department of the Army.
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