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2. aGeneral 
a. General s i t ua t i on :  For t h e  f i r s t  time ;;ince 3e,~tember, 

1965 when the  l st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) a r r i a ed  i n  t h e  Republic of 
Vietnam, t h e  Divis ion was ab l e  t o  concentrate i t s  forces,  t h r ee  brigades 
(minus) re inforced by the  3rd Brigade, 25th Infan t ry  Divisicln t o  P ~ l l y  
paci* a s ing l e  province. During this repor t ing  period, 1 7ebrcar;-
t o  30 Apr i l  1967, t h e  Division dominated t he  lush,  densely nopula t~?d  
Binh Dinh Frovince with two successive operations,  Thayer 11; iIZic 1 

terminated on 11 February and operat ion Pershing which was mntinLin& 
a s  of 30 Apr i l  1 967. Main force  enemy u n i t s  were encountered prirr~zrily 
on t h e  Bong Son P l a in  and i n  the  An LLO Valley, an enemy s a n c t ~ r p  never 
entered before  i n  force.  Because of t h i s  aggressive pu r su i t  i n  Bi-h 
Dinh Province, NIIA/VC main fo rce  units withdrew on occasicr- i n t o  C u a g  
Ngai Province, nor th  of the  1/11 Corps boundary. hs  a r e s u l t  t h e  
Division was c o m i t t e d  f o r  t he  f i r s t  time ou ts ide  t h e  I1 Ccrps Tac t ica l  
Zone t o  conduct Operation Le Jeune from 7 - 22 A ; > r i l .  Elsewhere "Ule one 
b a t t a l i o n  t a s k  fo r ce  on operation Byrd'continued t o  operate i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of Phan Thiet  under con t ro l  o f  I FFOFLCE V. Several  l o c a l  
search and des t roy  operat ions  were mnducted ria ;he TkOR, and t he  base 
defense u n i t  improved Camp Radcl i f f  s ecu r i t y ,  B:%igade r~lissions irl Binh 
Dinh Province during t h e  per iod were mostly s ea r& and destroy with t h e  
emphasis on searching fo r  and f ind ing  t h e  enemy. A vigorocs base 
development program continued simultaneously w--th t s d t i c a l  operat ions  
as stay-behind units i n  Camp Iiadcliff  improved t h e  road networks, 
l a i d  concrete pads and constructed t h e  prefabr icated twenty f e e t  bj 
e igh ty  f e e t  bui ldings.  
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b. Division organization and key personnel during the  reporting 
period were as  follows: 

(1 ) Division Headquarters 

Major General John Nort.on Conminding General 
Major General John J. Tolson I11 1 Apr 67 

Brigadier General George S . Blanchard Assft Div Comdr 

Brigadier General William A. Becker Ass I t  Div Comdr 
Brigadier General Alfred J .  F. Moody 12 Mar 67 
Brigadier General Edward de Saussure 28.Mar 67 

Colonel Herbert E. Wolff Chief of Staf f  
Colonel George W. .Casey 7 Apr 67 

Lieutenant Colonel William W, Palmer ACofS, GI 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert H, Se ig r i s t  ACofS, G2 

Lieutenant Colonel James Ta Root ACofS,.G3 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert A. Tolar ACofS, G4 

Lieutenant Colonel Harry J ,  Phelps ACofS, G5 
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Tackabsrry 10 Feb 67 

(2) t st Brigade 

Colonel James C. Smith CO, 1 s t  Bde 
Colonel Donald V, Rattan 15 Apr 67 

Lieutenant .Colonel Ardie E, McClure, Jr CO, I/% Cav 

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Ha Tackaberry CO, 2/8 C ~ V  
Lieutenant Colonel John C. Dashiell 7 Feb 67 

Lieutenant Colonel George D. Eggers CO, 1/12 Cav 
Lieutenant Colonel' Loyd P,Rhiddlehoover 8 Apr 67 

(3) 2d Brigade 

Colonel Geo.rge W, Casey CO, 2d Bde 
Lieutenant Colonel Fred E. -1Karhohs 1 A p r  67 

Lieutenant CoLond .James H. Mapp CO, l / 5  Cav 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert D, Stevenson CO, 2/5 C ~ V  
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Lieutenant Colonel W i l l i a m  J. Buchamn CO, 2/12 Cav 

( 4 )  3d Brigade 

Colonel Jonathan R. Burton CQ, 3d Bde 

Lieutenant Colonel G o r g e  W. Orton GO, 1/7 Cav 

Lieutenant Colonel Fred E. Karhohs 
Lieutenant Colonel Leo D. Turner 

CO, 2/7 Czv 
25 Mar 67 

Lieutenant Colonel Charles D. W. Canham, 
Lieutenant Colonel &drew 3. Gatsis 

I1 CO, 5/7 Cav 
8 Feb 67 

(5) Division A r t i l l e r y  

Colonel W i l l i e m  F. Brznd 
Colonel George W. Putnm, Jr. 

CO, Div Arty 
21 Feb 67 

Lieutenant Colonel James F. Culp GO, 2/19 A r t r  

Lieutenant Colonel Les te r  C, 
Lieutenant Cblonel Robert B. 

Farwell 
Knowles 

CO, 2/20 Arty 
10 Apr 67 

Lieutenant Colonel b J i l l i a m  C. Carlsm COY 1/2f Arty 

Lieutenant Cblonel Arthur L. Kelly COY 1/77 Arty 

Major S tua r t  G. McLennan CO, ~ / 8 2Arty 

(6) 1 1 t h  Aviation Group 

Colonel Howard I. Lukens CO, I 1  t h  Avn G r p  

Lieutenant Cblonel James F. Hainlett CO, -227th 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert A. f i chae l son  
~ i e u ' t e n a n t  Colonel Frank W. Nadeau, J r .  

CO,. 228th 
15  Feb 67 

Lieutenant Colonel John M. B l a i r  CC, 229th 

(7) Support Command 

Colonel .Charles L, Daniel  

Lieutenant Colonel Harry L. Corki l l ,  Jr. 

CO, Bpt  Con+ 

(26: 15th S&S 

Lieutenant Colonel Harry A. Leighton CO, 15th Med 
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Lieutenant Colonel Keith J.  Bauer CO, 15th TC 

Lieutenant Colonel Shreve D. Squires CO, 27th Waint 

Captain William D. Henderson CO, 15th Admin 

( 8 )  Lieutenant Colonel A. T. Pumphrey 
Lieutenant Colonel R . H. .,Mevins, Jr. 0, 1/9  Cav Sqdn 

15 AF 67 

(9 )  Lieutenant Colonel Charles G. Olentine CO, 8 th Engr 

( 10) Lieutenant Colonel James C. .Struthers CO, 13th Sig 

(1 1 ) Captain G a r y  W. Lawhead CO, 545th IP Co 

(1 2) Captain William J. Rowe 
Captain Joseph K. ~ u l t q u i s t  

03, fIHC 1st Cav D i v  
28 Mar 67 

(13) Special S t a f f  

Lieutenant Colonel James W. Ransone Surgeon 

Lieutenant Colonel Wilbur G. Jenkins, Jr. IG 
Lieutenant Colonel D a e e l  S. Rickard 22 Feb 67 

Captain John L. Houle Chem Off 
Lieutenant Colonel Duke C. Bradford, Jr. 10 Feb 67 

Lieutenant Colonel Ennory M. Sneeden SJA 

Lieutenant Colonel Daniel B. Plyler AG 

Lieutenant Colonel Lewell V.- Autrey Fin Off 

Lieutenant Colonel dames Oliver 

Lieutenant Colonel Wesley G. Jones CIAH 

(14) Attached Units 

Lieutenant Colonel (P) Fred C. Parker III CO, 2/17 M ~ t y  

Major James E. Moore CO, 478th Avn 

Lieutenant Colonel Edward L. Smit.h CO, 191st MI Det 

Captain Michael M. Sehneider CO, 371 Radio 
Research Co 

Captain Thomas Cleary I 1 Mar 67 
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Major Joe H. Machettg 

Captain .Cordon ~ ~ i 1 h - i ~  

M, 24th Det 5th 
W& Sqdn 
7 7 Feb 67 

(15) Supporting Units 

Colonel Robert C. Arbuckle 

Majol' James B. Bkir~on. 

Lieutenant Colonel John R. Redman 

Lieutenant Colonel Anthow Ballard CO;.2dSurg. 

Lieutenant Colonel HaroM. G. Carter CO, 56th Med Det 

Captain Robert L. Jackson CO, 11t h  A m .  clr?p, 
Path CO; 

1st Lieutenarit Gary E. Harvey 

1it Lieutenant Ri.chard B. C a r ~ o l i  

1st ISeutenant Thomas J. Hams 

,.Major Bi l l ie  C. Flourot. 	 CO; 3Wd.TC-Det 

(16) List of military units stationed a t  -GmpRadcUffi see . 
inclosure I -1 . 

(1 7) VIP: visits l i s t e d  'at inclosure 2 4 . 
3. :4 P e s o m a :  

a. Strengths . Authoriied gqd asiigned strength 'kt the beginning' 
end.cloee of reporting period were as follows: 

( I  	) Begiining of Reporting Period QFJ WO EX AGG. 
Authoriaed 1217 v7 1fio& %18 
Assigned 1484.' 481 16619 1 85& 

(2) ' Close of ~epor t ing  Period 	 WP) a. bee-
Authorized 1221 8 7  1502'7 -55 
Assign& 1318- 518 .1.6777 18613 

b., .aefiaoments :. A tot& of 37W enlisted rephcements were r - cn' ?re-' 
During the same period division idsses were 29%. Some :257 emergency leaves 
*re processed during the  neriad-
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c. Morale and Personnel Services: 

(1) Morale throughout the  divis ion and attached elements r d e d  
excellent. 

(2) 	 Decorations Amrded: 

Distinguished Service Cross 
Si lver  Star  
Legion of Merit 
Distinguished Flying Cross 
Soldier 's  Medal 
Bronze S t a  W/V 

Bronze St- 
A i r  Medal W/V 

A i r  Medal 
Army Commendation Medal W/V 
Army Commendation Medal 
Purple Heart 

TOTAL AWiLPD3) 

(3) Combat Badges Awarded: 

Counbat .Infantrywn Badge 

Combat Medic Badge 

Aircraft  Crewman Badge 


d. Promotions: A t o t a l  of 6060 enl is ted personnel were promoted 

during t h i s  reporting period. 


e. Reesilistmen%s: A t o t a l  of 241 reenlistments or extension actions 
were completed. The reerilistment/extension breakdown was: 76 f i r s t  term 
RA reenlistments, 95 career reenlistments, 26 BUS en l i s tmnts ,  42 RA ex-
tensions and 2 A U 3  extensions. 

f .  Posta l  s c t i v i t i e s  for the reporting period were as  follows: 

(1 ) 	 Money Order sa les  $2,070,846.36 
(2) 	 Postal  and Parcel Post fees  67,248.85 
(3) 	 Incoining mail 1,003,026 lbs  

Daily average: 11,225 lbs  
(4) 	 Outgoing mail 337,011 1bS 

Daily average: 3,767 l b s  
(5)-. .Number of incoming mail days 86 
(6) 	 Number of outgoing m a i l  days 89 

g. Special Services: During the  reporting period a t o t a l  of 85 
movies and TV shows were c i r c u h t e d  throughout the  division. A t o t a l  of 

k178 out of country and 933 i n  country R&R quotas were used during the 

period. 




h. F inanc ie l  3ervices:  

(1 ) I n  Phrch 1967 a l l  f i n a n c i a l  da ta  records  fo lde r s  (FDRF) f o r  
e n l i s t e d  personnel  were r e f i l e d  from an a lphabe t i c  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  d i v i s i o n  
system t o  a n  a lphabe t ic  by unit pay ro l l  system. The r ecc rd s  hnd been main- 
t a i ned  on 2 d i v i s i o n  a lphabe t i c  b a s i s  s ince  Narch 1966. 

( 2 )  The reorganiza t ion  enabled t he  f inznce  o f f i c e  t o  provide 
b e t t e r  s e rv i ce  t o  t he  t roops.  Under t he  new system each c l e r k  i s  ~ e s p o n s i b l e .  
f o r  s p e c i f i c  u n i t s  and can e f f e c t  d i r e c t  l i a i s o n  with t h e  FSXCO, 15G, and 
Unit Clerk on pay mat te rs .  Further ,  eech c l e rk  i s  respons ib le  f o r  his unit's 
p a y r o l l  r a t h e r  t h m  having a c en t r a l i z ed  pay ro l l  s e c t i o n  e s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
a lphabe t i c  system required.  

(3)  Resu l t s  of t h i s  reorganiza t ion  &re  evidenced by improved 
payro l l s ,  fewer pay complaints being received.  Further ,  a l l  t h e  r x o r d s  f o r  
a u n i t  can be taken d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  u n i t  when they r e t u r n  t o  base camp. BE 
this t ime t he  personnel c&n s i t  down wi th  t h e  c l e rk  and review t h e i r  record  
without having t o  make 2. ; r i p  t o  t h c  f inance  o f f i c e .  Thz u n i t  pny ro l l  system 
provides more responsive, personzl ized pf serv ice .  

( 4 )  During Fehrunry 1967 m a s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of Cav Forn 42, 
Pay Complaint was mads. ,$as designed a s  a means of communication 
between t h e  t rooper  a d  t h i s  o f i i c e  on pay mzt te rs .  It provides wr i t t en  
evidence o f t h e  problem and t he  f inance  o f f i c e  reply.  It enebles t h e  s e rv i ce  
member t h e  opportuni ty t o  ob ta in  a n  enswer t o  his ques t ions  withour; hrving 
t o  v i s i t  t h e  f inance o f f i c e .  I f  t he  form i s  used proper ly  t h e  member w i l l  
only have t o  v i s i t  t h e  f inznce  o f f i c e  on paaJor problems or  t o  complete a 
Clzss Q Allotment. 

( 5 )  Use of t h i s  form has reduced t h e  l o s s  o f  t ime  from duty t o  
visit t h e  f inznce  o f f i c e ,  h:.s r e s u l t e d  i n  w r i t t e n  exp l~nc l t i ons  of  p y  problems 
or  cor rec t ions ,  2s cpplicabls?, and improved t 5 e  communications hetween t h e  
s o l d i e r  and t he  f i r a n c e  o f f i c e .  

(6)  I n  March 1967 a l i z i s o n  v i s i t  was mede t o  hosp i t a l s  and 
f inance  o f f i c e s  involved i n  t h e  payment of former members o f  t he  d i v i s i o n  
who were hosp i ta l ized  i n  Japan o r  Okinawa. The w y  accounts f o r  t he se  
personnel  a r e  msintained on CNPS u n t i l  the  member i s  t r an s f e r r ed  from the se  
h o s p i t a l s  t o  CONUS o r  u n i t s  o the r  than  t h e  1 s t  A i r  Cavairy Division.  Net 
pay checks continue t o  be s en t  t o  dependents o r  banks while they  a:Lne assigned 
t o  t h e r e  hosp i t a l s .  Members rece ive  ca sua l  pyinents  t o  meet t h e i r  needs 
while et t h e  hosp i t a l s  based on information on s t a t u s  of t h e  pay accounts 
furnished by CGiPIP.; Operations, Finance Center. A meinorandm of u n d e r s t ~ n d i n g  
was e f f ec t ed  between t h e  hosp i t e l s  and f i n ~ n c e  o f f i c e s  t o  o u t l i n e  znd imple- 
nent  t h e  DA procedures. 

(7)  Nl implementation o f  these  prccedwes  resu l5s  i n  hospi t-  
a l i z e d  former msmbers of t h e  I s t  A i r  Cavalry Division r sce iv inq  b e t t e r  pay 
s e rv i ce  under ChMPS than  it  i s  poss ib le  f o r  o the r  Army personnel  t o  ob ta in .  
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i. Chaplain Activi t ies :  

(1) Chapel Attendance: A steady increase in chapel attendance 
during t h e  repor t ing  period. This increase is  a t t r i bu ted  t o  t h e  following: 

( a )  Chaplains .ahd copnanders a r e  m d e  aware of Chapel 
S t a t i s t i c s  weekly v i a  command l e t t e r .  

(b) The Divis ion.  Chaplain has encouraged the chaplains 
t o  conduct more services.  

(c )  . Operation, "Prayer Mobile": This u t i l i z e s  the Psg 
War a i r c r a f t  t o  broadcast Scriptures ,  Prayer, or  j u s t  a reminder t h a t  t h e  
day is Sunday. 

(2) Tape Recorders: A l l  chaplains a r e  u t i l i z i n g  krWA Tape 
Recorders, purchased out of Chaplain Funds ($42.50 ea) a d  a f t e r  5 months 
of use no breakdowns a s  ye t .  

(3) Religious Radio Progrvns i n s t i t u t e d  t h i s  quarter:  

( a )  The Baptist  Hour 

(b) Monitor 

(c )  Revival Time 

These programs a r e  a i red  Friday, Saturday and Sunday on An Khe radio. 
Agencies have permitted I s t  C a v ~ l r y  Division Chaplains t o  e d i t  a l l  ta.pes. 

(4) Chaplain Hospital v i s i t s  t o  Japan: These ;re highly 
successful.  Problems concerning morale a r e  e a s i l y  solved by t h i s  c o n t ~ c t  
wkth a 1st Cavalry Chaplain. Chaplains have r e g u l ~ r  R&R t o  Japan plus 5 
days TDY t o  v i s i t  hospi tals .  

(5) LZ Easter Sunrise Services: A t o t a l  of 6 Sunrise Service. 
were conducted. 

j. Maintenance of Discipline, Law and Order: 

(1 ) Mil i ta ry  Just ice:  

( a )  General Courts Mart ia l  

(b) Special  Courts Mart ia l  

( c )  Sumnary Courts Mart ia l  
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(2) Discipline: A t o t a l  of 336 incidents  kiererreported to ' t he  
Provost Marshalts o f f i ce  during the  report ing period. 

k. Inspector General Activi t ies:  No s ign i f i can t  t rends in com-
p la in t s  and/or requests  were revealed. 

1. 	Medical 

(1) 	 Disease ard fin*arg s t a t i s t i c a l  data: 

(a) 	 Injured as a r e s u l t  of h o s t i l e  ac t ion  (IRHA). 985 

(b) 	 Non-battle i n  Ju r i e s  5 4  

( c )  	 Disease 2505 

1 Malaria Tota l  -	 297 

Vivax 1 07 

-2 Scrub Typhus 2 

3 Hook worm - 40 

4 Psychiatr ic  cases 62 

(d) 	 Killed i n  Action 257 

(e )  	 Remaining in Hospital {In Country) 394 

(2) 	 Discussion of diseases 

(a) Malaria cases: k t o t a l  of 297 cases qf v - ~ l a r i aoccurred 
in ,personnel  of t h i s  d iv is ion  from 1 Febrwry t o  30 f ipr i l  1967 ind-w:ive. 
Of these  107 cases were t o  plasmodian v i v a .  and were caused i n  most 
U.S. Forces by f a i l u r e  t o  take  weekly chloroquine-primaauine p i l l .  - . 


The m a h r i a  incidence i s  a s  follows: 


UNIT FEBRUfIRY - W C H  APRIL TOTAL 

7 

HHC 1 st Bde 0 
7/8 1 1  
2 /8  	 14 
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-UNIT 
IFEBRUARY MnRCH APRIL -TOTAL 

HHC 2nd Bde I 
1/4 8 
2/5
2/12 

4 
13 

HHC 3rd Bde 0 
1/7 6 
2/7
5/7 

4 
2 

Div Arty 
1/ 9
Avn Gp 
Spt and 
Sig  Bn 

15th Admin 
Others 

TOTAL 84 85 128 297 

1 Experience gained from the  previous q u ~ r t e r s  indica te  
t h a t  the malaria season i n  the Central Highlmds ranges from March through 
November with a peak expected during t h e  period of Apri l  through July. 

-2 The t o t a l  malaria incidence i s  297 cases as opposed t o  
347 cases fo r  the Frevious quarter .  

-a Other selected diseases of importance a re  a s  follows: 

Scrub Typhus 2 

Immersion Foot 2 

Heat Exhaustion 12 

Poisoning 3 

Anism1 Bites  53 

Hepati t is  9 

Dengue Fever 0 

Infectious Meningitis 1 



SUBJECT: Operational Report  oh T.&isons Learned 

-3 Discussion of IRHA, M I A  and NBI 

a RIA/IRHA r a t ion  228/779 o r  13/5.47 was considerably 
d i f f e ren t  from t h e  racion of 1/4.07 i n  Korea. 

b v p e s  of IRHAls: During t h e  report ing period 78 
puriji stake wounds ocTurred compared t o  97 for  last report ing period. 

-c NBI: The t o t a l  number of Non-Battle i n j u r i e s  t h i s  
quarter  is  544. 

m. Office of Information and History 

(1) .(U) Informt ion  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be discussed in 'pragraph 
2 followed by h i s t o r i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  p rag raph  3, 

(2) ( U )  The Information Office continued t o  increase i ts  services 
t o  the  worldls press and d iv is ion  troops during the  reported period. The 
following is a n  analy t ica l  breakdown by functions: 

(a) The Information Section operated forward press centers 
6uring the  following operations : 

Thayer 11: 25 Oct 66 - 11 Feb 67 
Pershing: 11  Feb 67 -
Le Jeune: 7 Apri l  67 - 22 April  67 

(b) The Information Section continued t o  plzce emphasis 
on hometowners both i n  radio and newspaper, 

HOMETOWNERS TAPED HOMETOWNERS 

FEB 1621i 
MAR 820 
APR 

(c)  In  addit ion the Information Section exchanged 26 
taped messages with the  c i t izens  of Columbia, South Carolins for  the R a l l y  
Support for. Metnam Personnel. Messages received a re  b r o a d c ~ s t  over t h e  
l o c a l  radio s tat ion.  

(d) A weekly hospi ta l  newsletter t o  4 hospi tals  p r o v i h g  
uni t  l eve l  news such a s  promotions and awards i s  p r e p r e d  arid dis t r ibuted  
t o  hospitalized Cavalrymen. 

( e) Troop Topics emphasT&g ? s t  Ciava3ry - accomplishm&nts 
were published each week and command informstion brochures were d is t r ibuted  
on the  following l i s t e d  subjecks:-;^\;
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SUaTECPt m t i o n a l  Report ofi- Lessons ~ ~ k m e ~  

1 bit Decorations-
-2 Postal Privileges 

2 Highlights of 1966 

& The Battle of Binh Dinh 

5 MPC, Piaster sperding 

-6 Pay procedures f o r  personnel tjocnded or evacuated 

2 State  Income Tax 

(f) There were 145 newsmen who visi ted the Division during 
the quzrter &(e, 53, 2%respectively. They represented the following agenciee: 

UP1 

Pana News 

kP 

WEEX Radio - Chicago, Ill 
MU-TV - Japan 
Southeast Photo's 
ABC News 
Nowel Du D h n c h e  
Columbus, Inquirer, Ga 
Asahi 
Minneapolis Tribune 
Overseas Weekly 
Laads Publishing Ca 
NBC 
Nmweek 
WRY, Radio News Plattsburg NY 
Australia 
Combat Artist 
Paris Match-Paris 
Nouvel Observer 
CBS 
Life Magazine 
A r n r y  Times 
Weekend Telegraph 
Harpers &gazine 
Fortune Magazine 
Reuthers 
DASPO 
& C O I  . 
London Evening Standard 
AbiLene Reporter 



SUBJECT: Operati'onal Rep& on L e s ~ o n sLearced 

Col leg ia te  Press Serv ice  
R e a l i t i e s  Magazine 
603 Photo 
P i c k e r e l l  a s soc i a t e s  
P ix  Inc  

(g)  The rad io  sec t ion  produced t h e  fol lowing news s t o r i e s ,  
interviews and a d d i t i o n a l  support,  dur ing  t h i s  quarter :  

1 Number of news s t o r i e s  ( i .e .  news copy) a i r e d  
over AFRS-MI Khe t o t a l z d  2,259. Sec t ion  SOP c a l l s  f o r  two newscasts 
ezch day a t  1230 and 1905. The even5ng a d d i t h : : ( 1 9 Q 5 )  i s  ag-'replsyed 
a t  2305. 

2 Number of taped interviews a i r e d  over AFRS-m 
Khe during t h e  qudrter- totaled 323. The in te rv iews  a r e  usua l ly  fea tured  
dur ing  our l o c a l  newscasts. 

3 Number o f  regular  taped r ad io  hometown in te rv iews  
s en t  t o  Kansas City toTaled 129. 

4 N q b e r  of  taped r ad io  honetown messages f o r  
Mother's Day t o t a l e d  1z6. 

5 Continued t o  produce two taped news programs each 
week f o r  hospi ta l ized  F&valrymen i n  Qu i  Nhon. 

-6 Continued t o  provide AFTV-QU~ Nhon wi th  war 
repor t s ,  news s t o r i e s ,  taped interviews,  Camp Radcl i f f  r e c r ea t i ona l  ~ c t i v i t i e s  
and s l i d e s .  

7 Continued t o  produce two newsle t te rs  (0600 and 
1800) each day t o t a l i n g  178 newsle t te rs  during t h e  quar te r .  (Newslet ters  
a r e  produced f o r  base camp and forward d iv i s ion  comand pos t ) .  

8 Continued t o  fu rn i sh  Columbia B.S.V.P. o f f i c i a l s  
with t apes  concerning n e w  of t h e  I s t  Cav 'Division,  i t s  background and 
t h e  e f f e c t  t h e  R.S.V.P. program i s  having on skytrooper morale and t he  
1 s t  Team's Civic Action projects .  (25 tapes)  

2 Completed &+page, 1 hour and 45 minute taped 
h i s t o r y  of t h e  1 s t  A i r  Cavalry Division i n  Vietnam with sound e f f e c t s  and 
150 s l i d e s  fo r  such purposes a s  b r i e f i ngs ,  in fordxi t ion  fo r  t h e  1 s t  ,Cavalry 
Division i ssn . ,  and o the r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .  To d a t e  21 copies o f  t h e  
tape  have been produced. AC of S: G3 provided t e x t  and s l i de s .  

10 Completed I1E3sttle of Binh Dinh", a 23-minute 
program dea l ing  with tz accomplishments of  t h e  1 s t  Cav i n  Binh Dinh 
Province. Eight copies o f  t h i s  tape have been produced. 



SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned 

1 1 Continued. t~ ' '~?d;vi?% AFRS-An Khe with th ree  
radio  announcers each dwgiving t h e  Division 12 hours of l o c a l  broadcast 
time. Saigon AFRS provided the  other 12 hours t o  complete the  24 hour 
broadcast day. During t h e  l o c a l  t ime periods the  announcers provided 
musical entertainment, l o c a l  weather, information and news programs while 
placing emphasis on divis ion pol ic ies ,  e t c .  

12 Continued t o  -provide one radio  announcer f o r  l i v e  
D.J. show from ~merica-~ed Cross Recreation Center each Friday night. 

We a l so  taped two Red Cross g i r l s  on one-hour shows each week fo r  delayed 

broadcast purposes. 


13 Produced one 30-minute Country-Western program 
featur ing t h e  Lisa ~anTcountry-western show -which ws sponsored by the  
Division's  Reenlistment Office. 

(h) OIAH continues t o  have operational  control  of 13th 
Signal Battal ion Photo Section and were responsible f o r  taking, developing 
an estimated 3750 photos. Several having gained in t e rna t iona l  a t t en t ion  
f o r  substance and qual i ty .  

( i )  The following world wide TV and news fea tures  were 
developed concerning the  1 s t  Cav during t h e  last quarter:  

1 P ie r re  ShoernoerffertG documentary on Lt-. 
Anderson I s  platoon fro; 1 /I 2 th  released and praised in ternat ional ly .  

2 ABC's Don North TV news f i lm of 1 s t  Cavalry 
Division contact with 52nd NVA Div on Bong Song Pla in  given 4$ minutes 
on ABC-TV, longest  t o t a l  time f o r  any newscast on. RVN. 

-3 NBC filmed l /%h and Phu iQ paci f ica t ion program, 
30 minutes . 

L Japanese TV spent four weeks filming color 
documentary on t h e  1 st-Cav. 

-5 NBC, ABC, filmed s t a r t  of Pershing. 

-6 Two columns on Bat t le  of Binh Dinh by Joe Alsop. 

(j) OIAH accepted responsibi l i ty  fo r  Secretary- 
Treasurer and Custodian of 1 s t  Cavalry Division Association. 

(k) Received t h e  List and L2d PI Detachments, composed 
of 2 off icers ,  and 3 enl is ted  men each. Trained and sent  t o  1st .Brigade 
and 11 t h  Aviation Group. 

(1) Permenant 20 x $0 building t o  house en l i s t ed  personnel 
completed. A 20 x 40 building was completed f o r  club room f a c i l i t i e s .  
I n  addit ion par t i t ioning of o f f i c e  building s t a r t e d  and sound proofing 
of radio s tudio  completed. Outside two culvert  bridges f o r  entrance 
ways i n  addit ion t o  150' of s ide  w+s com~.leted. 



(m) MTOE approved by EARV and forwarded to CINPAC. 

(n) The Mil i tary  Press section $n addition t o  supporting 
with s t o r i e s  and ed i t ing  was responsible f o r  t h e  re lease  of 106, 83, 
83 s t o r i e s  and features d u r i n g t h i s  reporting period respectively.  Many 
gaining recognition in- natiional~em,'i .e.- 'Elew Pork TZaes, Cl&+%go 
Tribune, knqy Times. 

(0) Provided da i ly  report  t o  USARV t o  publicize r o l e  of 
Army Aviation i n  Vietnam. 

During this period two combat photographers were(p)
awarded the  Purple Heart. 

-(a) Contact work was s t a r t ed  t o  begin the publishing 
of the  Cavalair i n  Tobo  a t  S ta r s  & Stripes.  

Pr'ovided 2 1 s t  Cav Representative t o  Stars  & Str ipes(r)
Saigon Staff .  

(C) The Office of t h e  Staff  Historian continued with (3)
considerable h i s t o r i c a l  documentation of the  Division's a c t i v i t i e s .  Each 
f i e l d  h i s t o r i c a l  team c ~ ~ n p l e t e d  h i s to r i ca l  research document, ofa one 
the  Attack on LZ Bird ( Inc l  3-1) the  other on t h e  Bat t le  of Phu Huu (2) 
( Inc l  4 4 ) .  Other p w j e c t s  included two tape t ranscr ipt ions  by LTC 
Tackaberry, CO 2/8th Cav, on Lessons Learned hnd Combat Operations, an  
h i s to r i ca l  report  on Operation Irvingl! and, i n  conjunction with the 1Lth 
Mili tary History Detachment, the completioh of t h e  seven-month h i s to r i ca l  
and br ief ing data f o r  April - October 1966. Resezrch projects continued 
on t h e  following combat actions: 

-UNIT D m  -FUCE WERATION 

C/1/5 Cav 21 NOV 66 Cmbodian Border Paul Revere I V  
2nd Bde 27-31 . Jan  67 Bong Son Plain Thayer I1 
1/12 2-3 Oct 66 Hoa Hoi Irving 
3rd Bde, 25th Inf 6 Mar 67 Northern Crescent Pershing 
2/5th Cav 11 -1 2 Mar 67 Southern Crescent Pershing 
2nd Bde 7-22 Apr 67 Quang Ngai Province Le Jeune 

4. (c) Intell igence 

a. (u )  62 organization no change. 

b. (c)Operations. 

(1 ) Thayer I1 

(a) Terminated a t  111315 Feb 1967. 
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SUBJECT: 

(b) The only major activity on operation Thayer 
II during the reporting period was an 82mm mortar attack on LZ English 
(vic BS 877013) during the night of 6-7 Feb with light damage resulting. 

(2) Pershing 

(a) Operation Pershing commenced at 111100 Feb. 
Reliable intelligence indicated that elements of the 22d Regt were 
maas.Lng on the Bong Son Plain (vic BS 8900:35) under the cover of the 
TET truce period for an attack on LZ English (vic BS 877013). In an 
attempt to spOil this attack the 1st ACD conducted a reconnaissance in 
force into the Bong Son Plain where contact was me de with the 22d NVA 
Regt. The enemy was forced to withdraw from the plain to the mountains 
to the west and north. 

(b) In addition to the corrt.e.ct, mentioned above which 
initiated Operation Pershing, there have been 4 other significant con­
tacts during the reporting period. 

1 The next major contact, was on the 18th of Feb 
in the western Bong Son Plain. Elements of the 1st Brigade engaged an 
enemy battalion (vic BS C70121) which resulted in 62 enemy killed. 

2 The next major contacts were on the north 
(vic BR 96688:3) and south (vic Eft 975790) of the Dam Tra-:O Lake. On 
6 March elements of the 2d Brigade engaged elements of the 18th NVA 
Regt just north of the lake. After the fight the enemy le~ 84 bodies 
on the battlefield. Five days later on 11 March, elements of the 2d 
Bde engaged elements of the 18th NVA Regt just to the south of the lake 
which resulted in 42 enemy killed by body count • 

.2. The next major contact occurr-ed on the 19th 
of March in the northern portion of the Bong Son Plain. One rifle company 
from the 1st Brigade came under heavy fire as it appr-oached a hamlet (vic 
BS S?16). In the three day battle which ensued a total of 1:3 infantry 
companies were committed against two battalions and the HQ of the 22d 
NVA Regt., 121 enemy were killed in this battle. 

!J:. On 4 April elements of the 3d Brigade were engaged 
(vic BS 745110) by an unknown size enemy force Ln the An Lao Valley. A 
total of 5 U3 companies and a tank platoon were committed in the three 
day fight. A total of 78 enemy were killed. 

(c) During Operation Pershing the 3d NVA U~vision Head­
quarters. and the 22d NVA R.@gt were forced from their positions in the 
An lao. Valley and the Bong Son Plain north across the Binh Dinh - Quang 
Ngai Border out of the division's AO. Every attempt by the enemy to reenter 
Binh Dinh Province in force has met with attack by elements of the division 
driving the enemy back into his base areas north of the provincial border~ 

, '\ 



SUBJECT: , 'Operational Report on Lessons- EeBrned 

(3) Operation Le Jeune 

(a)  On 7 Apri l  t h e  2d Brigade with 2 ba t t a l i ons  were 
deployed t o  Duc Pho ( v i c  BS 8138) t o  i n i t i a t e  Operation Le Jeune. The 
purpose of  t h e  operat ion was' t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  3d Eln, 7 t h  Marines f o r  re tu rn  
t o  t h e i r  parent un i t .  The operat ion concluded on 22 Apr i l  with t h e  3d 
Brigzde, 25th Div r e l i ev ing  t he  2d Brigade. 

(b) Though no s i n g l e  s i gn i f i c an t  contact resu l ted ,  t he  
constant pressure  placed on enemy forces  i n  the  Duc Pho area r e su l t ed  
i n  176 enemy k i l l e d  i n  the  16 day operation. 

(4) Operation Dazzlem 

( a )  Though t h e r e  was l i t t l e  major a c t i v i t y  i n  t he  
FACR during the  repor t ing  period long range reconnaissance pa t ro l s  end 
agent r epo r t s  confirmed wide spread, low l e v e l  enemy a c t i v i t y .  The 
major i ty  of t h i s  a c t i v i t y  was reported t o  t he  NE, N-and NG\r of An Khe. 

(b) The major event ms the  mortaring of Camp Radcl i f f  
and t n e  a t t a c k  on LZ Charles ( v i c  BR 4.27298) on t h e  night o f  8-9 April. 
During t h e  a t t a ck  on LZ Charles, t he  enemy w a s  dr iven o f f  leaving 9 
enemy bodies on t h e  f i e l d  of  b a t t l e .  During the  a t t a ck  80, 82mi mortar 
rounds were f i r e d  a t  t h e  Golf Course a r ea  of Camp Radcl i f f  and r e su l t ed  
i n  l i g h t  damage t o  a i r c r a f t  parked i n  the  impact a rea .  

c. (C) & e m  casu l t i e s  and losses .  

K I A  
m7i.E 

Feb 9Q/394 33/280 220/32 

Mar 160/452 13/645 146/5 

d. (c) Order o f  Ba t t l e  

( 1 )  The Order of B a t t l e  Section has continued operations 
both a t  t h e  d iv i s i on  CP i n  LZ1s Hammond and Two B i t s  and a t  t h e  Camp 
Radcliff .  Present orgainzat ion and personnel s t reng th  has been adequate 
t o  f u l f i l l  the  requirements -of 1st Air Cav Division operations i n  both 
areas .  

(2 )  There were no changes made i n  the  organizat ion of  t h e  
Order of E a t t l e  Section,. bu$ ~ ~ o c z u n ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o 9 : t ' a f ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ v i o u s l .super-
vised by the  O I C ,  OB S$~$$@'~,wi$~ . . , ,  of  t h e  O I C ,c ~ Q n ~ ~ d , t o ~ : : $ h ~ . ~ u ~ ~ v i s i o n

-;'L -:--;i.,<-"4;'!c% :::? -.,i;.?,$. ;>. 
:: g i 3 :  :-..?,,;A ,.:: .{,,:.:;: ;. 3,?? ,r ..... -. . ,,v..,..... 

.: ) ; '  



# 

SUBJECT: 

IPW Section.  Two WlVN Aspirant Of f ice rs  were l o s t  t o  t h e  Sec t ion  i n  
t h i s  chenge of  supervision.  The change h ~ d  no derogatory e f f e c t s  on t h e  
operat ions  of t h e  sec t ion .  There was a phys ica l  improvemnt i n  t h e  s ec t i on  
a s  congestion was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e l i eved  i n  the-working r r ea .  

(3 )  The Sect ion has i nc r c t s ed  t h e  amount o f  ba s i c  da t a  f i l e s  
being kept i n  t h e  f i e l d  loca t ion .  Previously, t h e  major i ty  of bulk f i l e s  
had remained ~t Camp Radclif  f ,  bu t  s t a b i l i z e d  operat ions  i n  t h e  same general  
a r e a  made it advisable  t o  b r ing  them forward, reducing t h e  t ime required 
f o r  completion of i n t e l l i g e n c e  s t d i e s  beyond normcl t a c t i c a l  requirements. 
The s ec t i on  now, however, would not be ab l e  t o  move i t s e l f  by organ iza t iona l  
veh ic les  a t  one time due t o  t h e  increased load. 

e. ( c )  G2 Air surve i l l ance  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  quar te r .  

(1) Missions 

MI33ION TYPE NVMBER FLOWN 

IR 2 50 

SLAR 

PHOTO 

VISUALS 160 

REPRINTS 22 

( 2)  General Comments 

( a )  LR. Adverse weather condi t ions  r e su l t ed  i n  only 
44% of scheduled missions being flown. Very few missions were aborted 
because of a i r c r a f t  o r  sensor unzva i l ab i l i t y .  Areas covered included t h e  
Q'uangNgai - Binh Dinh boundary, An Lao Valley west, Csy Giep and N u i  Mieu 
Mountains, a r ea s  nor th  and wes t  of t h e  K i m  Son River, t h e  Oregon 'Trai l  
and t h e  Crow's Foot a rea .  

(b)  E f fo r t s  continued t o  ob ta in  fol1o.w-up i n f o m z t i o n  
on repor ted hot spots .  Generally hot  spo ts  a r e  engaged wi th  a r t i l l e r y  
and followed up by a v i s u a l  reconnnissaxke conducted by t h e  l/.%h Cavalry. 

( c j  SLliR. Surve i l l znce  of t h e  coast  continued with  
p i l o t s  making in - f l igh t  repor t s  t o  Navy I' swift1 '  boats  conducting Mcrket 
Time operat ions .  I n  one case t h e  "swift1 '  boat  repor ted it had 8 deta inees  
and one sampan captured and t h r e e  mope sampans had evaded toward shore.  
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(d) PHOTO. Good mid-day weather. allowed a l l  scheduled 
photo missions t o  be flown. Missions were flown i n  support of fu ture  
operations, current oper!ations, t r a i l '  s tudies ,  S&D operations, LZ s t u l i e s  
Bsld post arc-light s tudies  

(e) VISUAL. Daily v isua l  reconnaissance missions were 
flown throughout the  Pershing A0 and the  TAOR. On severa l  occasions ob- 
servation of personnel attempting t o  evade the  a i r c r a f t  was reported. .No 
s igni f icant  r e s u l t s  were obtained from these  repor ts .  

(3) Miscellaneous Comments. 

, (a) The E T A  Platoon and the  I1 Section w i l l  leave An 
Khe and join the  Div Fwd CP ear ly  i n  May. 'This move should r e s u l t  i n  
be t t e r  service because of the quicker react ion possible with a l l  elements 
i n  close proximity and the elimination of communication arld d is tance  problems. 

(b) The ground data  l i n k  (TAZ-I) i s  currentlS; i n  operation 
near the G2 kir t en t .  

f. (C) 1 91 st Mil i tary Intel l igence Detachment. 

(1 ) The IPW Section interrogated 5,000 detainees and 1400 NVA/ 
VCC. 1380 l i n e a r  inches of captured enemy documents were t rans la ted .  
Items not t rans la ted  a t  t h i s  headquarters were forwarded t o  IFFORCE V 
fo r  fur ther  exploitation/translation. Considerable in te l l igence  was 
obtained from a l l  sources t o  include unit  ident i f ica t ions ,  designations, 
locations, s t rengths and enemy a c t i v i t i e s .  Also, t h e  populace i s  showing 
pore inc l ina t ion  t o  pass on t o  US uni t s  warning information a s  t o  VC 
m i a n g  incidents,  a s  well  a s  t ha t  concerning VC a c t i v i t i e s  or  movements. 
Liaison with GVN/ARVN/IJS in te l l igence  agencies has produced considerable 
co l l a t e ra l  in te l l igence  f o r  t he  divis ion.  

(2) Interrogat ion techniques f o r  both C I  and IPW. Before 
a new interrogator/spbcial  agent goes t o  the  f i e ld ,  he i s  briefed on the  
d e t a i l s  of successful  interrogat ion techniques which have been t r i e d  and 
found useful. 

(a)  Know enemy mi l i t a ry  and governmental s t ruc tures  
well  enough t o  be ab le  to  explo i t  every source t o  the  f u l l e s t ,  whether 
NVA or  SVN, mi l i t a ry  or c iv i l i an .  

(b) The I&/SA controls  t he  interrogat ion a t  a l l  times, 
not t h e  in terpre ter .  However, t h e  in t e rp re t e r  i s  valuable t o  the  in ter ro-  
gator i n  t h a t  he can provide . informt ion  a s  t o  d i a l ec t ,  a t t i tude ,  e t c  
of the PW. 
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SWECT: Operational Report -on .Les'sons Leained 

( c )  Detainees of whatever category should not be allowed 
t o  r e l a x d u r i n g  in te r roga t ion ,  nor  t o  coilverse among themselves, and 
should be t r e a t e d  f i rmly  i n  order  t o  enhance the  i n t e r roga t i on  atmosphere, 

(d) When i n t e r roga t i on  i s  i n  progress,  r equ i re  t h e  
de ta inee  to look i n t o  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r ' s  eyes a s  t h i s  t ends  t o  reduce t h e  
i n c l i n a t i o n  of t h e  deta inee to g ive  evasive answers o r  t o  l i e  t o  t h e  i n t e r r -  
ogator.  

( e )  The i n t  e rp f e t  e r  must' 'use <the same pronoui;ls used by 
t h e .  i n ' t e r~oga to r -  l n : . t r an s l a t i ng ,  from the  i n t e r roga to r .  t o  %he deta inee,  
and from' the  de t a in@e ' t o  t h e  in te r roga tor .  That is', never al low t h e  in-  
t e r p r e t e r  t o  s ~ ,"He says,  etc. .  . I t .  

( f )  Because or t n e  l a r g e  numbers of persons t o  be  processed 
at t h e  forwa5-d- screening points ,  m i l i t a r y  age males apprehended under 
suspicious  circumstances a r e  more importan6 . than  a n  83 year  o l d  woman o r  
a young mother wi th  a new-born ch i ld .  Examples o f  s p e c i a l  categor ies  t o  
rece ive  sp6c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  are: 

BY AGE:. 8-1 5 years  Children1s Group. Members 
16-21 years  Youth Group Members 
17-35 years  Mi l i t a ry  age personnel t o  include 

hamlet and v i l l a g e  g u e r r i l l a s  o r  
main fo rce  and NVA cadres.  

27-37 years  Organization leaders ,  hamlet 
defenders,  and cadre and l&bor  
members. 

F'ENALES: 	 In t h e  younger years,  females usua l ly  f a l l  
jlito t h e  sane abbvetjgroups t b  inclfid6 hamlet 
g u e r r i l h s .  Some, a l so ,  may belong t o  Women1 s 
Associations o r  Women 1s Libera t ion  Groups. 

(g) The t r i c k  quest ion,  d i r e c t  approach and t h e  -"know 
it al l t t .approach a r e  exce l len t  methods f o r  obtaining information from 
detainees .  An exce l len t  approach i s ,  "How .long were you forced t o  work 
f o r  t h e  VG?" O r ,  "We know t h e  hamlet i s  con t ro l led  by the  VC, a d  those 
who do no t  work f o r  t h e  VC a r e  j a i l ed .  So what were you forced t o  do?" 
The expo l i t a t i on  of  any admission m ~ d e  i n  response t o  t h e s e  and similar 
quest ions  depends on t h e  l r e r s i t i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n t e r roga to r .  The d i r e c t  
approach i s  most success fu l  with adu l t  males. 

(h) The type of  information obtainable  vz r i e s  wi th  each 
category of detainee: cadre, gro.Clp members, ch i l d r en ' s  group leaders ,  
s choo l t e ache r s ,  p o l i t i c a l  cadres, propaganda leaders ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
(Farmers ) assoc ia t ions ,  Women1 s Group Leaders, o r  VG gue r r i l l a s ,  Main 
Force VC, and N V n  un i t s .  
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( i )  It has been noted t h a t  men do not  be l ieve  a l l  i s  
black o r  white'; i.e., Americans a r e  not  i l t y  o f  a l l  t h e  wrong-doings 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  them by t h e  VC. Consequently, they genera l ly  provide some 
information.  The NVA is  e a s i e r  t o  approach t h a n  t h e  SVN VC in-as-much 
as he i s  f a r  from home and family and i s  no t  i d e n t i f i e d  with t h e  country 
where he i s  f igh t ihg .  The SllM VC on t h e  otherhand i s  a t  home and i s  f i g h t i n g  
f o r  a cause. Women a r e  t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  t o  i n t e r roga t e ;  however, they 
are suscep t ib le  t o  kindness, al though t h i s  i s  time-consuming on t h e  pa r t  
o f  t h e  in te r roga tor .  

(3) C I  Teams .continued t o  support  brigade forward screening 
points .  These po in t s  reduce t h e  number o f  persons t o  be evacuated t o  r e a r  
a r e a s  f o r  f u r t h e r  screening, 

(4) The f a c i l i t i e s  of a GVN Centra l  ~ o l l e c t i o n / ~ c r e e n i n ~  
Point t o  be manned by National Po l ice  have r e s u l t e d  i n  a more e f f i c i e n t  
determination o f  t h e  var ious  categor ies  of personnel apprehended i n  and 
evacuated from t h e  b a t t l e  zones. These e ~ t e g o r i e s  a r e  innocent c i v i l i a n s ,  
refugees, VC i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  (C iv i l i an  Defendants), r e tu rnees  and pr isoners  
of war. C iv i l i an  defendents a r e  kept i n  a f a c i l i t y  administered by t h e  
D i s t r i c t .  These f a c i l i t i e s  r e l i e v e  t h e  1st A i r  Cavalry of this onerous 
t a s k  which d e t r a c t s  from i t s  primary mission of  seeking and dest roying 
i?nemy m i l i t a r y  forces.  

(5) Secur i ty  throughcut t h e  Divis ion i s  improving. The aggress- 
i v e  program of enforcing s e c u r i t y  regu lz t ions  hes begun t o  show improve- 
ment. Personnel a r e  becoming more and more aware of t h e i r  i nd iv idua l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

(6) The assignment o f  Vietnamese l i n g u i s t s  to t h e  detachment 
has not  been s u f f i c i e n t  t o  provide t h a t  very necessary element t o  enhance 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Division. Shortages continue, also, i n  
ARVN I n t e r p r e t e r  assignments t o  t he  Division.  

(7 )  One shortcoming noted dur ing t h e  pas t  uperation,  Persnlng, 
i s  t h a t  t h e  C I  i s  not  given enough sdvc~nce information about f u t u r e  plans.  
Hence, a time-lag occurs before information about a n  a r ea  can be obtained, 
compiled and dissemint t  ed . 

G. ( C )  Det 31, 5 th  Weather Squadron 

(1 ) Dominant weather f a c t o r s  f o r  t h e  period 1 Feb 1967 t o  
30 Apr 1967. The dominant weather f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  Div A0 %andAn 
Khe dur ing t h e  period was t h e  gradual  weakening of t h e  NE monsoon f o r  t h e  
f i rs t  two months and t h e  beginning t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  SW monsoon during 
April .  R a i n f a l l  f o r  a l l  a r e a s  was l i g h t ,  showery and in f requent  during 
Feb and Mar with dense ea r l y  morning ground fog most prevalent  i n  t h e  
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shel tered i n t e r i o r  valleys being the  grea tes t  problem. During April, 
showers and occasional thunderstorms were common, especial ly on the r idges 
west of t h e  coastal  plain. Early morning ground fog, although occurring 
l e s s  frequently i n  April, was s t i l l  a problem. 

(2) Lessons Learned - Weather. 

(a) Ground fog w i l l  o?ten i n t e r f e r e  with operations i n  
t h e  ear ly  morning, especial ly i n  the  shel tered i n t e r i o r  valleys. Higher 
ridges tend t o  remain c lear  but hazy with some obscuration of the ridge taps 
occurring a s  the=fog l i f t s  and burns o f f .  

(b) A c lear  night with l i g h t  or  calm winds i s  almost 
a su re  s ign  of ground fog developiitqt the  following morning. Light SW 
winds i n  the  ear ly  morning encocrages fog obscuration o f  LZ Two Bits  and 
LZ English. Light SE winds i n  the  ehrly morning encourages fog obscuration 
of LZ Uplift. 

( c )  In  April, ridges a re  often obscured during the af te r -  
noon and evening due t o  towering cumulus (with t h e i r  showers) and occasional 
thunderstorms. u thunderstorm or  two w i l l  occur over these ridges and 
i n  the Pleiku area almost every day during April. Operations ai-e occasion-
ally hampered by these  thunderstorms and ~ d j a c e n t  showers but the cei l ings 
usually remain above 2000 f t .  V i s ib i l i t y  i s  3 miles or  be t t e r  in a l l  but 
the  heavier showers, and turbulance i s  a minor hazard except i n  thunder- 
storms and t h e i r  accompanying gusty winds. 

(3) Lessons Learned - Weather Support Concept. 

(a )  The OL was required t o  support Div Fwd, 3rd Bde 
H G 1 s ,  and Ehglish Airf ield a s  w s l l  as A n  Khe Airf ield and the  -Golf Course. 
Several changes i n  the  concept were required: 

1 One observer was pulled from each Bde Weather 
Support U n i t  t o  provid; personnel f o r  a 24 hour a day observing capabil i ty  
at Div Fnd. T h i s  l e f t  one Arqy dr iver  and one trained weather observer 
i n  support of each Bde HQ1s. Only t w o  Bde HQ1s were supported i n  t h i s  
fashion. Suff icient  personnel, radios and t e n t s  a r e  not a v a i k b l e  under 
present manning and TO&E Documents t o  support 3 Bde W1s,  st fwd a i r f i e ld ,  
Div Fwd, An Khe and t h e  Golf' Course. It would seem desirable t o  combine 
weather f a c i l i t i e s  a t  A n  Khe, thus providing more personnel and equipment 
t o  support the forward areas. 

2 A radio relay was s e t  up for  the weather como 
net, f i r s t  on LZ uplifY, then on Hong Kong Mtn. This insured adequate 
radi.o commo between An Khe Weather and a l l  forward operation weather 
tearns. 
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5. (C) Operations and Training 

a. Organization. The MTOE submitted i n  December 1966 was 
converted i n  February t o  t h e  New Army Authorization Domen* System 
(NAGS). 

b. Operations. Commitment of  ba t t a l i ons  dur ing t he  repor t ing  
period i s  shown below. 

Percent of Available 
Ba t ta l ion  Days Days on Operations Time on Operations 

Infan t ry  801 
A r t i l l e r y  534 
Cavalry Squadron 89 

Defense of t h e  base camp was conducted by one i n f a n t r y  ba t ta l ion ,  plus 
one i n f an t ry  company CPCON, an e r t ' iUery  bettd-ion,. and3up.'to 330 
re inforcing personnel from support and t e n m t  un i t s .  The defense mission 
includes  perimeter defense of Camp Radcl i f f  and l imi ted  offensive opera- 
t i o n s  within t h e  d iv i s ion  t a c t i c a l  a r e a  of r e spons ib i l i t y  (TAOR) under 
the  continuing code designat ion of  Operation DkZZLDi. Operations under 
DAZZLZM included pa t ro l l i ng  and ambushing, r e a l  and mock a i r  a s sau l t s  
wi thin t he  TAOR, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  H&I  program, support of l o c a l  CIDG opera-
t i ons ,  and extensive c iv i c  ac t ion  pro jec t s .  There was one a t t a ck  aga ins t  
t he  base camp (para  c below). 

c. Discussion and znalysis  of  major operations.  During t h e  
report ing period t h e  d iv i s ion  conducted operations i n  &VN I1 CTZ i n  
ea s t e rn  Binh Dinh Province (THAYB ITt Pm.5HING) znd Binh Thuan Province 
(BYRD). For a b r i e f  period, the  divisxon A0 was extended north  i n t o  
kRVN I CTZ, where Operation U J E W  took @ace nea-t."tTie. coast a f  Guahg 
Ngsi Province. I n  addi t ion,  t h e  d iv i s ion  Emducted ba t t a l i on  operations 
i n  the  TAOR; provided escor t  forces  f o r  convoys (~oad runne r  cperat  ions)  ; 
f lew a e r i a l  rocket a r t i l l e r y  (ARA) and armed Clbinook ACH-47A ( ~ u n sa 
GO-GO) on smoke, CS, and i n t e rd i c t i on  missions provided reserve/react ion 
forces  f o r  CG I FFORCEV. F i g q e s  -used i n  t h e  following discussions -
of operations h ~ v e  been taken from d iv i s ion  d a i l y  s i t r e p s .  Discrepan-
c i e s  between t he se  f igures  and d a t a  presented i n  a f t e r  a c t i on  repor t s  
should be resolved i n  favor  of t h e  a f t e r  ac t ion  reports ,  which contain 
G-1 and G-2 f igures  developed ~ T t e r  t h e  operat ion was terminnted. 

(1 ) Operation BYRD (25 August 1966, continuing i n  B i n h  
Thuan province). TF 2/7 Cnvalry continued operations i n  support of 
GVN Revolutionary Development a c t i v i t i e s .  The TF, with a t tached a r t i l l e r y ,  
engineers, s i g n a l  and hel icopters ,  has had unusual success i n  t h e i r  
operations with  kRVN and PF forces  i n  t h e i r  AO. A s  of 30 n p r i l  i967, 
t h e  following r e s u l t s  had been 
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C i v i l  Defendants 70 MIA 
Returnews 8 

Foodstuffs 

Rice (tons) 293.3 

Sa l t  (tons) 3.8 

Grain (tons) 7.4 

Indiv Wpns 176 


(2) Operation Thayer I1 (1-1 1 February' 1967, continued from 
25 October 1966, Binh Dinh province). 

The division with attached and supporting uni ts  (a)
continued t h e l r  search in assigned AOs  t o  locate and destroy the  18th 
NVA Regiment. Operations through 4 February resulted i n  sporadic contact 
and 2d Brigade supported 22d ARVN Division fcirc66.-i n  Wei r  sslccessfilll 
search for  a VC hospi ta l  near BR 790110. 

(b) Operations during the  remainder of THBYER I1 were 
complicated by the  Vietnamese TET Holiday period, and assiociated cease 
f i r e )  w h i e h  l a s t ed  from 080700H ( loca l  time) through 120700H February. 

1 Two weapons caohes were discovered on 5 and 6 
February by 1st ~ r i ~ a d ; ,  while 2d Brigade conducted MINITMAID, a 7-
company ra id  i n t o  the  An Lao Valley near BS 7405, from 5-8 February. 
TMs successful operation cost the  eneqy the following: 

VC K I A  8 BC 
vcc r 3 
Rice 42 Tons 

Gray Uniforms 3 2 m  

Weapons 


SA 15 
4 CS 3 

Sewing Machines, HD 7 

2 An unidentified enenTp f o r t e  attacked the  division 
-i n s t a l l a t ion  a t  '@S~-&;.BNGLISH f~&&70f40 &tl' t o  :W031O'Feb;- usinrg 

rno~.tarsand small arms. Personnel and equipmant casualt ies  were Light, 
andl there was no assessment of casualt ies  in f l i c t ed  on the  emmy, 

2 AS the TET period began, numerous 'truce violat ions 
were reported throughout the  AO. Contact 
near CR 042727 on 8 February l e d  t o  major relocation of forces by 2d 
Brigade, a s  two battalipng wetre a i r ,  assaulted i n t o  and around the mountains 
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on 9 Feb. for  a defensive reconnaissance i n  force. Contact was establishe'., 
andvt+e brigade continued the opeqation through 10 Febj attempting t o  
de ter  the energ i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  resupply and repositLon h i s  forces 
during the  TET truce,. 

Concurrently there  were numerous repor ts  of a4 
large  enemy build-up on the  Bong Son Plain, north of t h e  THAYER I1 AO. 
As a r e s u l t  of t h e  reports,  2d Brigade conducted extensive reconnaissance 
i n  the  Bong Son (BR 8594)-De Duc (BR 8798) area. Heaw AM f i r e  was 
reported a s  soon a s  a i r c r a f t  entered the  area, and ekments of two brigad-s 
were a i r  assaul ted i n t o  the Bong Son Plain t o  begin Operation PE8SHlk. 
Thus, t he  t h i r d  phase of t h e  Binh Dinh Pacif icat ion Campaign closed a d  
the fourth began, a s  Operation THAYER I1 terminated 111315 Feb 67. This 
operation, a t  111 days, was t h e  longest ye t  conducted by the divis ion.  
The final enemy body count of 1757 i s  t h e  highest t a l l y  for  a divis ion 
operation sinue a r r i v a l  i n  RVN. 

conclusion of TWER 11, as t h e  d iv is ion  A0 wag expanded north t o  t h e  I/IZ 

(3) Operation PERSHING (1 1 February 1967, continuing in .  B i ? h  
Dinh Province). 

(a )  Attached and supporting un i t s  began PHESHING on 

CTZ border. Division retained respons ib i l i ty  f o r  t h e  old THAYER : 

I/IRVING AO. h he i n i t i a T  operations on the  Bong Son Plain were character-

ized by search of v i l lages  and hamlets on the  southern portion of t h e  

plain, operations i n  the mountains t o  t h e  north and west of t h e  plain, 

and introduction of the  3d Brigade 'of t he  divis ion t o  the  AO, bringing 

t o  four the  number of brigades committed. During the f i r s t  week of t h e  

operation, t he  enemy was flushed i n  la rge  numbers from tunnels, we lk ,  

and hidden bunkers i n  and around vi l lages.  


(b) Heavy f ight ing  took place on 18 and 19 February, 
a s  an enemy bat ta l ion  was defeated near .BS 857133 and l e f t  68 VC K I A  i n  
the area. Ektensive search operations f a i l e d  t o  loca te  the  f l ee ing  
enemy uni t  once contact was l o s t .  During t h i s  period, f i n a l  sweeps of 
t h e  K I M  SON Valley removed remaining c iv i l ians  and permitted the  Viet- 
namese A i r  Force t o  begin crop destruct ion operations t o  deprive the  VC 
of t he  r i c e  i n  the  Valley. 

(c) Heavy contact was reported 27-28 Februarg, again 
on the  Bong Son Plain, and operations throughout the  a rea  were hampered 
by the la rge  number of booby t r aps  emplaced by'the enemy. Contact on 
6'Mareh i n  the 3d Bde, 25th Inf Div A0 (near BR 973879) resul ted i n  55 
NVA K I A ,  and l ed  t o  extensive search of the CFlESCENT-areaane~r BR'g878 
and i n  the Cay Giep Mountains by 2d Brigade of the division. This, i n  
tu rn  l ed  t o  contact on T I  March near the  D a m  Tra-0 Lake bv 2d Brigade 
elements. 
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(d) Extensive search operations continued u n t i l  19 
ldlarch, when 1st Brigade mide contact with an e s t i m t e d  enemy ba t t a l i on  
near TAM QUAN (BS 901 3) .  A s  t h e  contact developed, ,2d Brigade terminated 
operations i n  t h e  Cay Giep Mountains and moved north t o  support t h e  
1st Brigade, An attempt t o  enc i rc le  t he  enemy force,  which w a s  f igh t ing  
from ..!ell-prepared bunkers i n  and around t h e  v i l l age  f e l l  short ,  and 
by 22 March contact had been broken of f  by t h e  enemy. This was followed 
by extensive use of bulldozers i n  t he  Bong Son Pla in  t o  destroy bunkered 
positions,  and ewentually led  t o  attachment of a t ank  company t o  t he  
d iv i s ion  on 30 March. 

(e )  In  t h e  An Lao Valley, a Vietnamese Marme TF operated 
in conjunction with d iv i s ion  elements from 18 March through 1 April. 
During t h e  period the  Vietnamese searched t h e  va l ley  f loor ,  while d i v i s i o ~ ~  
PC-acer screened t h e  mountains t o  t he  e a s t  and west of t h e  val ley.  
- - . . . U - d  ., was l i g h t  and sporadic. 

( f )  , Units operated i n  assigned A O s  u n t i l  6 April, when 
2d Brigade elements moved north i n t o  Quang Ngai Province f o r  operation 
L ;JEUNE.. (8-eepaarr<Lo(&)> elm& dB ~ u a d a r i e s ~ o ~  wfiich re&&- 
in t h e  PERSHING A0 were adjusted and operations continued a s  un i t s  attemp- er. 
t o  gain contact with major enemy forces.  On 8 April, two companies 
of 1/7 Cav became heavily engaged with an eneqy uni t  i n  t h e  Un Lao 
Valley, near BS 7451 15. The US force  quickly expanded t o  f i v e  companies 
a s  units were a i r  assau l ted  i n t o  t h e  area,  and by the  t h e  res i s tance  
ceased on 10 April, 78 enemy badies had been found i n  t h e  posit ion. 
Tanks from A Co, 1/69 Armor a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  reduction of t h e  enemy 
strongpoint.  

($) The remainder of t he  report ing period saw t h e  2d 
Brigade r e tu rn  t o  PERSHING on 19 Apri l  and t h e  3d Brigade, 25th Infan t ry  
Division assume r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  LEaUG o a  t h e  sane d2rj-. TFi'e..TF 
3/25 Inf  Div was detached from OPCON t o  t h e  d iv i s ion  on 22 April. 
Other operations included extensive S&D i n  the  Bong Son Plain,  i n  t h e  
K i m  Son, Suoi Ca and An Lao Valleys, and increasing operations i n  support 
of o r  i n  conjunction witii t h e  22d uRVm Division. 

(h) The 3d Bde, 25th Inf  Div served with THE FIRST 
TEAM from 3 Jan - 22 apr  67. During t h a t  time, the  competence and 
professional  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  o f f i c e r s  and men assigned t o  t h e  TF 
-ever f a i l e d  t o  impress those with whom they  worked. The TF made 
s ign i f ican t  contributions t o  our success i n  t he  Binh Uinh Pacifica- 
t i o n  Campaign. This contr ibut ion can only be p a r t i a l l y  r e f l ec t ed  i n  
t h e  r e s u l t s  below: 



c 

KIA VC/&A 247/166 , 

POW VC/NVA 313/9 
Small Arms 100 
Rice ( tons)  34 

( i )  Operation PEXSHING was cont inuing on 30 April .  

(4) Operation J E ~ E":(f ~ ~1.1 96~;'=&&gt Ngai.. z > ~ ~ ~ ~ 
e . The d i v i s i o n  began operations i n  t h e  I CTZ (Quang Ngai 

. - L . ~ .i . 7 ~ .': " 6 t h  t h e  commitment of TF 2/5 Cav i n t o  t h e  Duc Pho a r ea  
(BS 82,~j i n  response t o  r epo r t s  of  a s i g n i f i c a n t  enemy bu i ld  up, The 
TF re l ieved  3/7 Marines, who were subs6quently redeployed. On 8 Apr 
t h e  remainder of t he  2d Bde TF ( l e s s  2/12 Cav OFCGN t o  I s t  ~ d e )  deployee 
t o  t h e  Duc Pho area.  Operations b y  t h e  TF included securing Vietnamese 
c i v i l i a n s  harvesting r i c e ,  securing a beach landing s i t e ,  providing 
s ecu r i t y  f o r  engineers c ~ ~ . ~ t , P n o t . g ,  a i r s t r i p ,  .an&'extt;ens.5~e S&D 
7perations i n  t he  80. There were n&erous l igh t ' con tac t s  and one 
leavy cs n t ac t  (1 6 April)  . On 1 9 Apri l  con t ro l  of LEJEUh'E;..was :p+ssedi 
Lroni. 2d Bde TF t o  TF '3d Bde, 25th Inf  Div, with t h e  2d Bde re turn ing  
t o  t he  PERSHING AO. On 22 Apri l  TF 3d Bde, 25th I n f  Div was re leased 
from OPCON to t he  d iv i s i on  and t he  d iv i s ion  terminated pa r t i c ipa t i on  
i n  operation LE JEUNE a t  -221200 Apri l  1967. Resul ts  of  t h e  operat ion 
f ouow: 

1s t  Cavalry Division TF 3/25 Div 

"T ii 

W I A  
M U  


-ENEMY 

1 s t  Cavalr;y Division TF 3/25 Div -TOTAL 

'I' T A  (BC) 176 

VC C 127 

Weapons (SA) 16 


( c s )  1 
Mines & HG 23 

( 5 )  Operation DAZZLE24 (1 October 1966, continuing i n  
Binh Dinh Province. DAZZLISM i s  t h e  plan for  defense of Camp Radc l i f f )  . 
On 9 Apr i l  1967 an  unident i f ied enemy fo rce  a t tacked the Camp RadcliFT 
defense complex with mortars and ground elements. The mortar at;ack 

-gan a t  	en"'qn and ended by 090058, during which t ime a t  l e a s t  83 

_ ,s 82mm mortars landed on t h e  southeast  corner of  t h e  hel icopter  
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3arking a rea  ( ~ o l f  ~ o u r s e )  . There were no personnel ca sua l t i e s  from 
the mortars and only l i g h t  damage was i n f l i c t e d  on parked a i r c r a f t .  
The ground a t t ack  was launched against  forces  defending LZ CHARUS 
;3R_k32498),part of t h e  defense complex, by a n  estimated 40 - 60 
enengr at about 0100. 'The perimeter of the LZ w a s  penetrated i n  three 
p l ~ c e s  before small arms f i r e  from the  defenders and intense f i r e  from 
tube a r t i l l e r y  and aefSial rocket a r t i l l e r y  (AM) drove t h e  enemy from 
the  pos i t ion  a t  approximately 0140. Contact w a s  broken a t  about 0155. 
Results of tho  a t t ack  follow: 

ENEMY 1 s t  Cavalry Division 

K I A  BC 
KC 
Individual Wpns 
Grenades 
Gas Masks 

15  
o 
7' 

40 
3 

K I A  
mk 
Aircraf t  damaged 

9 
15 
15 

( 6 )  For Task Force Orgmization for  major operations 
see inclosure 5-1. For organic av ia t ion  support fo r  the  reported 
period see inclosure 6-1 and f o r  TAG f i r  supporting forces  see inclo- 
sure 7-1. 

d. Training 

(1) Training ac t ivx t i e s  continued under the  provisions 
o f  Division Circular 350-50. Plans were completed f o r  a summer t ra in ing  
program, designed t o  insure  adequate preparation of repJ.&cemeW 
~ r i o rt o  re leas ing  them t o  join t h e i r  uni ts .  The t r a i n i n g  program w i l l  
- .dude the  following courses f o r  incoming personnel, 

( a )  Senior Officer Orientation Program. A five-day 
course f o r  incoming, Colonels and L t  Colonels, which w i l l  include brief- 
ings  by major subordinate uni t s ,  an over f l igh t  of d iv i s ion  areas  of 
operations, and v i s i t s  t o  adjacent US and a l l i e d  units. 

(b) A four-day program w i l l  be conducted f o r  warrant 
offic:ers and o f f i c e r s  through t h e  grade of major. Two days of t h i s  
course w i l l  overlap with the  en l i s t ed  replacement course (para d (2)  
below), while two days w i l l  be devoted t o  off icer-or iented subjects .  
The l a t t e r  two days of t r a in ing  w i l l  be conducted, seminar-fashion, 
by experieneed f i e l d  grade o f f i ce r s  and w i l l  be branch-oriented, 

(c )  The replacement t r a in ing  program . fo r  all k n ~ i s t e d  
personnel w i l l  be continued. 
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(d) A unit readiness program w i l l  be developed where- 
by squads, platoons and comranies w i l l  be required t o  exercise  a s e r i e s  
of t a c t i c a l  d r i l l s  under the  supervision of t he  next higher comsnder. 
D r i l l s  w i l l  be programmed t o  follow rece ip t  of t he  majority of t h e  
replacements, based on known and projected losses ,  and w i l l  take pll-ce 
i n  a rezs  of low-intensity operations. 

(2) The Division Training Center continued t o  provide 
valuable t r a in inq  support t o  a l l  elements of the divis ion.  A t o t a l  
of 3711 replacements received the  four-day or ien ta t ion  during t h e  re- 
porting period. I n  additi-on the .following courses were continued: 

(a) The Combat Leader Course continued t o  provide 
t r a in ing  t o  en l i s t ed  personnel serving a s  f i r e  team/squad leaders,  and 
t o  other  combat arms personnel se lec ted  by commanders f o r  leadership 
t raining.  I n i t i a l l y  the 1 2 4 a y  course was conducted each month f o r  36 
students.  This f igure  was subsequently ra i sed  t o  42 students twice a 
month. A t o t a l  of 273 students gradurzted from the  course during the  
report ing period. 

(b) The twoday map reading re f resher  course f o r  
divis ion personnel nominated f o r  the &CV Recondo School continued during 
the quarter,  with a t o t a l  of 62 personnel attending t h e  course. 

(3) Training support from non-divisional sources: 

(a) k t o t a l  o f  342 d iv is ion  personnel attended a i r -  
c r e f t  mainten~nce t r a in ing  courses under the Krmy kviat5on Mobile 
Training Assistance Program'(wkM TAP). The courses varied i n  length 
from one week t o  f d k  weeks. 

1 One hundred f i f ty-s ix  personnel attended 
maintenance t r a in ing  coGses on t h e  UH-1, CH-47, and OH-6A a t  Vung 
Tau, RVN. 

2 One hundred t e n  personnel were t ra ined  on 
various maintenance aspects  of  t h e  OH-6k hel icopter  by a New Equipment 
Training Team (NETT) which was a t  Camp Radcliff from 27 February t o  
2.4 A p r i l  1 967. 

3 Forty-five mechanics received airframe main-
tenance t r a in ing  i n  thrGe two-week courses on t h e  CH-47 helicopter.  
Training was conducted by a NETT which v i s i t ed  Camp Radcliff from 17 
February to. 1 April. 
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4 A NETT v i s i t e d  Camp addi iff from 7 - 30 
Apri l  and t r a ined  31 d iv i s ion  personnel on t h e  XM-21 Armament System 
i n  four courses of f i v e  days each. 

(b)  Five o f f i c e r s  a t tended t h e  one- wee^ c i v i l  
a f f a i r s  course conducted i n  Saigon for  MACV/USOM personnel. 

(c )  Divis ion continued t o  f i l l  quotas t o  t h e  h C V  
Recondo School a t  NHu TRUNG, RVN. Eighteen members o f t h e  d iv i s ion  
graduated from the  sahool. during the  period. 

) Nine o f f i c e r s  a t tended a 5 4 a y  course of.in-
s s ruc t i on  a t  PiiCuF Jungle $.urvival School ,  Clark - AFB, .Republic -of t h e  
Phi l ippines .  Purpose of t h e  course i s  t o  provide advance t r a i n i n g  i n  
jungle escape arri evasiorj - techniques for  av i a to r s .  

. (4)  Unit t pa in ing  programs which continued t o - r e c e i v e  
emphasis i h c  luded wit a r i e n t a t i a n s, small arms fami l ia r iza t ion ,  %er5ai 
suppressive. f i r e  t ra i .n ing f qr crew chiefs  and door gunners, and rqpl.ace- 
ment training f o r  av ia tors .  

e. Combat Developments: During t h i s  r epo r t i ng  period t h e  
.folkowinp s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  took place; 

' ( 1 )  Items received f o r  .evaluztions: 

(a )  SS-11 @ERS Warhead - 50 warheads a r e  undergoing 
t a c t i c a l  -eva-lurition -by: the .  2/20th Aer ia l  Rocket Arti-l lery Bat ta l ion.  
Mont,hb.-r:eports a r e  furnished t o  iiCTIV and CG, and UZARV: f o r  transmitt-d 
- to  DAg. CiiCSFOR. 

(b) CAR-1 5 Submachine Gun - 300 CAR-1 5s were dis-
t r i bu t ed  t h r o u g h o ~ t  t h e  division. The weapon has functioned r e l i z b l y  
and e f f ec t i ve ly i  The reduct ion i n  s i z e  from t h e  MI661 makes it highly 
popular with long range pa t ro l s ,  point men, a i r  crewmen, o f f i c e r s  a t  
ba t ta l ion ,  company and platoon l eve l .  A l l  elements of t h e  d i v i s i o n  
expressed t h e i r  i n t e r s t  by responding expedi t iously t o  approximztely 
300 quest ionnaires  represen t ing  a t  least 1 5000 items of da t a  f o r  reduction 
and ana ly s i s .  The'queqtionnaires were forwarded t o  ACTIV fo r  processing. 

(c) XM 148 Grenade Launcher - Approximately 60 
quest ionnaires  were .forwarded t o  ACTIV f o r  processing, I n  general ,  
the- LM 148 does :.not a p p e a r  t o  be a s u i t a b l e  s u b s t i t u t e .  f o r  t h e  -M79 
grenade launcher. . Mater ia l -  b ~ r o v e m e n t s  could make it .more. acceptable.  
Meanwhile, t l i e r eappews -  t o  be a l i m i t e d  requirement f o r  such  a r i f l e /  
grenade launcher configurat ion i n  t h e  long range pa t ro l s  and t h e  A i r  
Cavalry Squadron. 

' ' I ' I  , . I '  , ? .! !".. . . ,  
: . ., , : ' "  . . .  . .  - : :  

" ' !  



SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learbed . 
(d) Aircraf t  Bullet Detectorq, 

1 Fif teen no-directional accoustic bu l l e t  de- 

t ec to r s  were mounted in-1 /9 A i r  Cavalry Squzidron UH-1 hel icopters .  

I n i t i a l  d i s sa t i s f ac t ion  resul ted from high s e n s i t i v i t y  se t t ings  which 

were adjusted by t h e  maintenance company. The detectors  were requested 

i n  April  1966 and were furnished fo r  f u l l  t a c t i c a l  use. 


2 One d i rec t ional  accoustic b u l l e t  detector  
was - ins ta l led  on a 1/ 9  xir Cavalry Squadron UH-1 hel icopter  and t h e  
p i l o t  was trained t o  in t e rp re t  the  readout device. The detector  mal- 
functioned on the  second day and was l a t e r  removed. ACTIV indicates .  
t h a t  technica l  support and addit ional  detectors  will be ava i l ab le  i n  
June 1967. The detectors  were furnished by LWL for  t a c t i c a l  evaluatian, 

(e) Integral  Smoke Generatoy. Threb  i n t e g r a l  smoke 

generators from LWL were accepted for  t a c t i c a l  evaluation. Current 

operations indica te  t h a t  the del ivery a i r c r a f t .  must be an armed hel i -  

copter. Therefore - the  ordnance losd d i c t a t e s  tha t  only t h e  small fog 

o i l  tank w i l l  be acceptable i n  t h i s  divis ion,  Units a re  i n  t h e  process 

of submitting t h e i r  requirements. 


( f )  F i r e  Resis tant  Pl ight  Coveralls - 56 develop- 
mental f l i g h t  coveral ls  of two d i f f e ren t  weights a re  being warn by p i l o t s  
i n  this division. I n i t i a l  react ion i s  t h a t  the  heavyweight suit i s  too 
warm f o r  comfort, Questionnaires a r e  being processed and w i l l  be for- 
warded t o  ACTIV. 

(g) Grenade ves ts  Forty lightweight vests  configured 
for cool wearing and the  convenient carrying of eighteen 4Chm 
were d is t r ibuted  throughout t h e  division. I n i t i a l  react ion is f h 3 ~ a b l e .  

(h) Bat t le f ie ld  Illumination, Four lightweight ba t t le -  
f i e l d  i l l m i n a t i o n  systems were evaluated by the 2/5th Cav. The system 
consis ts  of twglve rocket f l a r e s  which gives a t o t a l  of six rnimtes 
of continuous i l l w n a t i o n .  The backblast of the 'sockets toppled the  
launcher even though it was staked down. 

(i) Lightweight Jungle Rucksacks. Thirty-nine new 
.rucksacks were received from BCTIV f o r  evaluat ion,  	 fn lh ia l  react ion 
has ,been highly favorable, 

( j ) '  Faxhole Diggers. F i f ty  foxhole diggers were 
received f o r  evaluation. Each item cons is t s  of a c ra ter ing  charge and 
a clearing charge, The charges have not functioned reliabJY. Evalw-
t i o n  w i l l  continue during t h e  month of May. k report  dll be forwarded 
t o  ACTIV . 
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(k) F'ragmacord. Four thousand f e e t  of f r ~ g x i c o r d  
was dis t r ibuted  f o r  evaluation. Although wkdely employed by the divis ion,  
there  have not been any reported enew t a rge t s  encountered. 

(1)  Electroluminescent Paddles. One s e t  of elec- 
troluminescent paddles and apron was issued t o  t h e  divis ion Aviation 
Office f o r  evaluation. The item could be  useful  t o  the. pathfinders 
for  a i r c r a f t  cont ro l  a t  remote LZs. 

(m) Sniper Telescopes. F i f t y  Colt Real i s t  t e l e -  
scopes fo r  t h e  MI 6 r i f l e  were received. They w i l l  be used i n  t h e  sniper 
evaluation scheduled f o r  I May 67 t o  1 Aug 67. 

(n) Rome Plows. Six Rome Plows (4 org&&) a r e  on 
hand within t h e  divis ion.  Two organic plow systems a r e  incomplete (2 
cut t ing blades and 2 grinders a r e  missing). A follow up search i s  under- 
way by the  ACof'S, G4. The systems a re  not i n  use because t h e  organic 
DGB's a re  heavily committed i n  t h e  forward t a c t i c a l  area (approval of 
t h e  MTOE w i l l  a l l ev ia t e  the  problem) . The attached 70th Ehgr Bn turned 
i n  i t s  HD16M t r a c t o r s  and has not received the Rome Plow adapters f o r  
i t s  D7E t rac tors .  The p r i o r i t y  need f o r  t h e  Rome Plow i s  i n  the  TAOR. 

(0) Man Pack Personnel Detector. The acceptknce 
of t he  personnel de tec tor  was hampered primarily by the des i res  of point 
men t o  be unencmbered. Also the  equipmefit presented a d i s t r ac t ion  
t o  point men who a re  attuned t o  exercising f u l l y  t h e i r  na tura l  detect ion 
facul t ies .  However, t he  employment of t h e  personnel de tec tor  from low 
f ly ing  hel icopters  resul ted i n  the  de tec t ion  and at tack of numerous 
t a r g e t s  beneath the  cover of jungle canopy. k division evaluztion t o  
determine t h e  bes t  concept of employment i s  underway. 

(p) firborne Personnel Detector. One personnel 
detector  f o r  the  UH-1 hel icopter  will be del ivered t o  and supported a t  
t he  d iv is ion  during June 1967, Experience from the use of the  man p c k  
personnel detector  should provide a data  base f o r  comparison of e f fec t -  
iveness. The airborne detector  i s  more s,ophisticated i n  configuration 
and capabil i ty  . 

(q) Off Leash Scout Dogs. Four scout dog teams 
especial ly t ra ined  for  off.  leash work employed a rad io  system and worked 
about 50 - 100 yards i n  front  of the handler. There were several  
incidents  of t h e i r  effectiveness including one enemy contact. The contact 
would not have been made without t h e  dog which a l e r t ed  t o  severa l  NVA 
so ld iers  bivsimced adcamo~f laged-ab~u t  - a tr&l. ?The30 me$ers off  
NVA so ld iers  were surprised and engaged by f r iendly  forces d e r t e d  
by the  dog. The div is ion  des i res  t o  convert all of  i t s  scout dogs t o  
of f-leas h handling technique. 
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( r )  Mortar Aerial Delivery System (MADS). The 2/28th 
Aerial Rocket Ar t i l l e ry  .Battalion has r edesigned t h e  mortar chute Tor 
dropping 8lmm mortars. The system i s  s t i l l  under evaluation 

(s )  B a l l i s t i c  Flight Helmet. New b a l l i s t i c  f l i g h t  
helmets a r e  undergoing a rapid evaluation fo r  .USARV. There have been 
frequent comments of -discomfort and the  breaking of nylon screws. 

(2) In response t o  a USARV request, the d iv is ion  ident i f ied  
new requirements which c o d d  enhance combat effectiveness. '31 addition 
the s t a tus  of a l l  ENSURE and QRP correspondence on f i l e  was reviewed. 
The subject of the  division l e t t e r  i s  "Research, Development, Test and 
Evalustion (RDw) and Combat Developments (CD) Requirements in Viet-
nam", and is dated 26 Apr 67. 

(3) ENSURE correspondence was i n i t i a t e d  for: 

(a) 4b4 inch rockets f o r  ACH-47 (GO.- Go), 

(b) New t rans is tor ized  lightweight Decca. System. 

( c) New versa t i le ,  lightweight, AM FM, SSB, CW, 
Burst Code Portable radio. 

(d )  Gy-o jet .  Rocket P i s t o l  fo r  tunnel explc~ration 
teams. 

matching. (e) Quick erectable antennas with variable impedance 

(f )  Psyops loudspeaker systems f o r  UH-1 helicopters,  

(4) Miscellaneous actions included: 

(a)  Preparation f o r  the three  month USART' sniper 
evaluetion. 

(b) bepa ra t ion  f o r  accepting combat t racker  terns.  

(c)  Dk Survey on t h e  MI 6A1 r i f l e .  

(d) HQs CDC VEEA survey. 

f .  Chemical Operations : 

(1 ) During the reporting peri-od numerous Riot Control 
Agent missions were conducted i n  support of combat operations. During 
Operations PERSHING m d  DMZLEN, f56 XM3-:(modipied) - gfefi&le c' 'sDenser 
was used on numerous occasions primarily i n  a reconnaiq,sanse. by CS t o  - - ,j<.-.I: ,. ty

$:: & . 
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induce eneqy movement. For a shor t  period t h e  dispensers were lo~ded,  
with a mixture of CS and HC grenades with t h e  aim of increasing the  agent 
clould longevity. ggent cloud longevity was not s igni f icant ly  incre- 
ased. A total of 26 missions have been conducted during the  3 month 
period dropping a t o t a l  of ju s t  under 10,000 grenades. Two missions 
were conducted i n  v i l l age  locat ions followed immedi~tely by assaulting 
troops i n  masks. More a t t en t ion  w i l l  be given t o  t h i s  type employment 
i.n the future. Contzmination of t e r r a i n  (suspect CP locations, t rai l  
networks, way s ta t ions ,  caches, e t c )  using CS-1 powder has been accom- 
plished during t h e  reporting period. In operation PERSHING a t o t a l  of 
29,600 l b s  of CS-1 has been dispersed using drum drop missions. The 
CS drums are rigged with MI0 destructors  and 8 secotld delay init i-tors .  
They a r e  ejected from the CH-47 a i r c r a f t  through use of a metal rack 
with ro l l e r s .  The drum fusing system i s  act ivated by a s t a t i c  l i n e  
attached t o  the  i n i t i a t o r  p u l l  pin; t h i s  pennits arming a f t e r  the  drums 
are f r ee  of the a i r c r a f t .  fipproxinaately 5,500 l b s  of CS-1 was dispensed 
using two M5 hel icopter  mounted dispersers during Operation BYRD. The 
ta rge ts  were primarily dry stream beds which serve a s  th; main avenues 
of enemy t ravel ;  nnother 860 l b s  of CS-1 were di.$pms6d1throurh U ~ w i n g  
bags of agent with detonating cord, hand dispensing from the  bag, or  
mixing with  d i e se l  fue l  t o  provide slow re lease  i n t o  the  a i r .  The 
l a t t e r  method has been used successfully around LZs i n  the  forward 
areas where Vietnamese c iv i l ians  attempt t o  circumvent the  concertina 
wi.re. 

(2) Defoliation of the  Camp Radcliff ba r r i e r  has con-
tinued through the period. With a few minor exceptions, defol iat ion 
has been accom~lished through use of a CH-47 spray r i g  developed by 
the  1 s t  Cav. H t o t a l  of 6,600 gallons of agent ORANGE was sprayed using 
the CH-47 r i g .  Another 150 gallons was sprayed using hand dissemination 
means. The Vietnamese Air Force supported 1st Cavalry Division operations 
with a t o t a l  of 44 s o r t i e s  or  44,000 gallons of agent i n  crop destruction 
missions. Currently the  biggest problem i n  defol iat ion i s  the avail- -
a b i l i t y  of agent t o  perform necessary missions with our organic capa- 
b i l i t i e s .  

(3) Use of flame and flame f i e l d  expedients has developed 
i n t o  a much used capabil i ty  over the past quarter ,  k t o t a l  of 81 flame 
fougassess (55-gal) have been emplaced and rigged f o r  f i r ing .  Most of 
the  fougasses have been emplaced thus f a r  i n  the forward landing zone 
areas t o  increase the  defensive posture. Also used during the period 
were 45 drums of napalm by 2d Brigade i n  a mission designed t o  burn a 
major enemy ins t a l l a t ion .  A new item recent ly  added t o  the  1 s t  Cav 
.capabil i t ies  i s  a system f o r  dropping napalm drums in support of the 
troops. The system and method of drop a re  s M l a r  to the CS-1 drops, 
A s ingle CH-47 s o r t i e  provides a 23 ton napalm capability.  The system 
was developed and has now been put .into use. A t o t a l  of 7 tons (35
drums) of napalm has been dropped and i s  now in high demand. 
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6. (C) Logis t i cs  

a. General 

( 1  ) During t h e  period 1 February 1 February 1967 through 30 
Apri l  1 96'1, combat se rv ice  support  was  provided f o r  4 major operations: 
THAYER 11, BYRD, PERSHING, and LEJEUNE. 

( a )  Operation Thayer 11, i n  progress at t h e  beginning 
of t h e  period was concluded on 1 1  February 1967. This opel-ation was 
supported by t h e  1st FSE loca ted  a t  LZ Hammond, collocated with  a FSA 
from t h e  Qui Nhon Support Command. The primary means of resupply was 
a land LOC, on a d a i l y  ba s i s  whenever possible,  from Qui Nhon t o  LZ 
Hammond, backed up by a air LOC from Qui Nhon and An Khe. The forces  
supported included 1st and 2nd Brigades of t h e  I s t  Air Cavalry Division 
and t h e  3rd Brigade, 25th Infan t ry  Division, which remained OPCON t o  
1 s t  A i r  Cav Div. The 3/25th Infan t ry  Division continued t o  rece ive  
l o g i s t i c s  support  d i r e c t  from t h e  Qui  Nhon Support Command. 

(15) Operation BYRD continued throughout t h e  period 
a s  t he  3rd FSE remained i n  support of TP 2/7 i n  Phan Thiet .  Cam Ranh 
Bay Support Command continued t o  provide suppl ies  v i a  sea LOG t o  the 
FSA col located with t h e  3rd  FSE. This operat ion continues. 

(c)  Operation PERSHING w a s  i n i t i a t e d  on 11  February 
1967. A l l  t h r e e  Brigades from t h e  I s t  A i r  Cavalry Division and t he  
3/25th Infan t ry  Division par t i c ipa ted  i n  t h i s  operat ion i n  Binh Dinh 
Province. The I s t  and 2nd Brigade bases were loca ted  a t  English and 
t h e  3rd Brigade base was loca ted  a t  LZ Pony. The 2nd FSE, augmented 
by supply and maintenance elements of t h e  I s t  FSE, supported t h i s  opera- 
t i o n  from English. 1st Log i s t i c a l  Command Support was provided by t h e  
Q u i  Nhon Support Comandls FSA, "Task Force Buono", a l s o  loca ted  a t  
m g l i s h .  The p r inc ipa l  means of resupply was a n  extension of  t h e  a l ready 
es tab l i shed  land LOC, from Qui  Nhon. Approximately 90 vehicles  a r e  
u t i l i z e d  i n  a d a i l y  t u rn  around between Qui Nhon and English. The land 
MC t o  LZ Pony i n  an e f fo r t  t o  reduce t h e  f l y ing  hours of t h e  CH47's and 
W-54's. This object ive has been achieved. 

On 22 Apr i l  t he  2nd Brigade, a f t e r  being deployed 
from t h e  Per shing A0 i n t o  t h e  LUEUNE AO, =s re-established a t  LZ 
Upli f t .  DISCOM'S I s t  FSE, which a l so  pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  operat ion LEJEUNE 
relocated t o  LZ Upl i f t  snd provided l o g i s t i c a l  support t o  t h i s  

two b a t t a l i o n  Brigade. Daily resupply w a s  e s t ~ b l i s h e d  by a ground LCC 
from Qui Nhon. Elements of a FSU were col located a t  t h e  brigade base 
provided by t h e  Qui  Nhon Support Cornand. Operation Pers hing continues.  
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(d) Operation WEUNE begag on .7 Apyi.1. The 2nd 
Brigade with two ba t t a l i ons  deployed i n t o  the v i c in i ty  of DUC PHO i n  
t h e  Quang Ngai area, re l iev ing  elements of the  I11 h F .  The 8 th  Engineer 
Battalion constructed a C7A s t r i p  within the brigade base area which 
was t h e  only method of e f fec t ing  r e s u ~ p l y ,  other than by organic divis ion 
helicopters,  f o r  the  f i r s t  6 days. The primary means of resupply, sea 
LQC did not become f u l l y  operation21 u n t i l  13 April .  ReSup~lyw s s  
a f fec ted  by discharging cargo on the  beach s i t e  and external ly  s l inging 
the  loads i n t o  the  DYC PHO area, some 4 kilometers distance, a s  a land 
LOC was not avai lable .  This roved t o  be an e f fec t ive  me.thod of deliver- 
ing supplies, although expensive i n  terms of a i r c r a f t  hours f l o ~ m .  
Lessons learned from t h i s  o ~ e r a t i o n  include: 

1 Personnel and mater ials  handling equipment 
(MHE) should be av2i;labie on the  beach s i t e  p r io r  t o  a r r i v a l  of the  
l a d i n g  c r a f t  and supplies.  

2. wr.6m3smoads sh-auLd be plannd: aod awns t r u c t . 4  
i n  advance when the t a c t i c a l  s i t ua t ion  permits. 

3 It i s  not desirable  t o  r e l y  on an a i r  LOC 
as  a so le  source of resipply.  

4 Supply accountzbi l i ty  i s  exkremely d i f f i c u l t  
when supplies  a r e  a i r l iT ted  i n t o  various locations,  d i r ec t ly  from t h e  
source and the. FSE i a  by-passed. 

Operation LEJUENE was terminated on 22 Apri l  
a f t e r  the 3/25th Infantry Division and the  2nd Brigade, 1 s t  A i r  Cavalry 
Division exchanged brigade bases. 

(e)  During the  period, M-48 tanks and other f u l l  tracked 
vehicles  (M-42, M-55) were attached t o  the division. Although supply 
and maintenance support has been adequate, severa l  po ten t ia l  problem 
areas  bear consideration: 

(1) The maintenance detachment i n  t he  orw ward 
Support Element does not provide f o r  the  personnel s k i l l s  and t o o l s  
nesessaqt t o  adequately per f6m m a ~ t b n m C 4  on f u l l  t r ack  veh3bkes 3.  

(2) Fragmentation of a tank company i n t o  separate,  
independently operating platoons imposes a maintenance burden on the  
organic maintenance element of t he  company. 

(3) Repair pa r t s  channels fo r  f u l l  t r ack  vehicles  
a r e  i l l -def ined  and slow. 
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( f )  Throughout t h e  per iod continuous responsive support 
-7ovided by t h e  Qui Nhon Support Command, 1 s t  Log i s t i c a l  Command. 

b. Supply and Services:  

(1) Class I: The serving of 'IA1l r a t i o n s  as compared t o  
t h e  serving of "Bff and "C" r a t i ons  continued t o  inc rease  dur ing t h e  
repor t ing  period,  This can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  t ime ly  a r r i v a l  of r e e f e r  
sh ips  a t  Qui Nhon from CONUS, and comand emphasis being p k c e d  on t h e  
se rv ing  of "Aff  r a t i o n s  whenever and wherever p rac t icab le .  Larger quan t i t  i ?: 

of  Long Range P a t r o l  Rations began a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  d iv i s i on  dur ing t h e  
month of Apr i l  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  previous shortage.  The construct ion o f  
t h e  r a t i o n  breakdown of fTce bu iu i r ig .  and opeq ..shed s torrage huildi6iJ.1~ 
rss completed a t  t h e  Division Class I f a c i l i t y  and shculd provide f o r  

more e f f i c i e n t  operation.  There have been no s i g n i f i c a n t  problems i n  
t h i s  e r ea  a s  a l l  operat ions  have been conducted smoothly and e f f i c i e n t l y .  

(2) Class I1 and IV:  O r g a n i ~ a t i o n a l  c lo th ing  and equip- 
ment showed a marked improvement during t h i s  period.  Su f f i c i en t  quanti- 
t i e s  o f  i n s e c t  bars, ponchos, poncho l i n e r s ,  camouflage helmet covers, 
a i r  matresses and s leep ing  bags were received t o  f i l l  a l l  outstanding 
r equ i s i t i ons  w i th  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number remaining on hand t o  f i l l  f u tu r e  
requirements. The f i r s t  shipment of t h e  regu la r  subdued 1 st  A i r  Cav 
patches a r r i ved  i n  t h e  d iv i s i on  i n  Apr i l  wi th  t h e  forecadt  't& subduetl 
US Army nametapes and rv lk  i n s ign i a  w i l l  be a r r i v ing  i n  May o r  June. 
Major items of equipment were received t o  f i l l  most of our c r i t i c a l  
shortages.  S t i l l  i n  shor t  supply a r e  3/4 t o n  t rucks ,  f o r k l i f t s ,  M60 
cranes, a small number of 2$ t o n  t rucks ,  and maintenance f l o a t  vehicles .  
On 30 March 1967 USARV Form 47, a procedure used t o  ob t a in  approval f o r  
equipment i n  excess of  authorized allowances, was rescinded; however, 
emerpency requests  f o r  excess equipment may s t i l l  be submitted and 

qnce t o  da te  has shown t h a t  they willbe approved i f  s u f f i c i e n t  
3 t i f i c a t i o n  i s  submitted. There a r e  p resen t ly  no shor tagzs  of equip- 

-..-nt which adversely  a f f e c t s  the  capab i l i t y  o f  units t o  accomplish t h e i r  
mission. 

(3)  Class 111: Q u a l i t y  surve i l l ance  checks were ccnducted 
on f u e l s  t h r o u g h ~ u t  t h e  d iv i s ion .  All dispensin? equipment and 500 
qzl lon f u e l  bags were remarked i n  accordance with  i n s t r u c t i o n s  received 
from US&V. No problems were encountered nor a r e  an t i c i pa t ed  i n  t h i s  
area .  

(4)  Class V: F i f t e en  day bulk hSR a l l oca t i ons  continued 
t o  be provided t o  t h i s  d iv i s i on  by higher headquarters. I n  t h e  few 
ins-tances where t h e  ASR w a s  i n  danger of being exceeded, a d d i t i d  
a l l oca t i ons  were received upon request .  S t a r t i n g  on t h e  24th 01' May, 
-9, ammilnition w i l l  be a l l oca t ed  t o  t h e  d iv i s i on  on a m ~ n t h l y  bas i s .  
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Fourcmember-s ofth~.-Di:vi.sion Cl-ass V section received training on the 
XM-47 mine system at Pleiku. Ammunition suspension messages showed 
a marked increase during this period with the majority of the problems 
being fou~d in the fuzes rather than in the projectile itsel~. Con­
solidation of the division and 1st Logistical Command ASP's at An Khe 
was completed and is op\3rating efficiently. No significant problems 
were encountered during the period. 

(5) ThE! following amounts of supplies were used dur-Ing 
this period: 

(a)	 Class I (short tons) 

.,.. A Rat.aone e 4,,839.39 

2 B Rations: 3,,550.54 

C Rations: 1,,209.071 
(b) Class rr & IV (short tons) 

Clothing and equipment: 1 .261 .26 

2 Fortification Material: 2,,172.11 

( c)	 Class III 

AVGAS: 783,,900 

2 JP-4: 7,,816,,206 

1 MOGAS: 1,789,300 

Diesel: 1,586,490li 

(d) Class V (short tons): 20,633.96 

c.	 Transportation: 

(1) Significant movements during the period 1 February 
to 30 April are as follows: 

ORIGIN DEST TYPE Ale CARGO LBS PAX SORTIES 

21 Feb 2/8 Ank Eng C-130 32;600 306 22 
26 Feb 8th Engr Eng PT C-130 65,000 75 5 
4 Mar 1/5th Eng Ank C-7A 29,600 501 27 

. ': 41'. '. ., ., .; ~ " 
.\ 
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-DATE -UNIT ORIGIN TYPE A/C CARGO LBS PAX SORTIES 

9 Har 1/5th Ank k g
10Mar 1/12th Eng Ank 
15Mar C-1/77th Ank JQc3 
16Mar 2/12th Ank &g
2 Apr 2/5th Eng Ank 
13 Apr 1/12th Ank Eng
13 Apr 1/8th k g  Ank 
15Apr 1/35th QPJ Chulai 
15-20 Apr 3/25 Bde L i t t s  D Pho 
15-20 Apr 2nd Bde D Pho Litts 

(2) Eight C-130 passenger f l i g h t s  and three  C-130 cargo 
f l i g h t s  were scheduled t o  An Khe on a da i ly  bas i s  during the  period, 
additionally, a C-130 medical evacuation service was provided between 
An Khe, Cam Ranh Bay, Nha Trang and Tan Son Nhut on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Staurday. A d a i l y  courier service was minta ined  throughout t h e  
period with C7.4 a i r c r a f t .  A t  the  close of t he  period C7A courier serv ice  
was in operation between An Khe and Hammond, Crystal, Bong Son, English, 
Phan Thiet and QuiNhon. 

(3) The d jv is ion  was supported throughout t h e  period by 
t h e  54 l s t  Transportation Company ( ~ t  Vehicle support averaged Trk). 
45-24 ton cargo t rucks daily.  

( 4 )  1st Cavalry Division Regulation 55-1, Transportation 
f o r  Tact ical  and Administrative Movements was published during the  
reporting period. 

d. Ground Maintenance: 

(1) Vehicle roadside spot  check inspections have been 
conducted weekly i n  the  base camp area  throughout t h e  report ing period. 
Spot checks of vehicles i n  the forward areas were s t a r t e d  on 18 February 
1967. A t o t a l  of 35 vehicles were inspected each week i n  both the  forward 
area and base camp, Inspections r e s u l t s  were forwarded through command 
channels and t h e  u n i t s  rep l ied  by indorsements on ac t ion  taken t o  correct 
deficiencies.  

(2) Eleven maintenance a c t i v i t i e s  in t h e  forward area 
were inspected. The inspections a r e  h f m ~ ~ 3 .i n  nature and are geared 
t o  point out weaknessess i n  rnainten.aq~e~oper?&$~,y~=:; i-Tq2lo&@$isn copies 
of eaah inspection a r e  reviewed ':a $I%q:,,%k$!ik~ i h e $ 4 ~ ~ r * ~ x - $de%.eimineif 
addit ional  a.ssistance should be .?, :p$&#k.lg&.>$ ,-: t@$t@.&%@c<+&..&.it. 

. . ' 2  . -1 A , .  '' . . ' . 
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(3) Command Maintenance Management Inspections 

Company, 
(a)  Headquarters and Service Company' and. Supp:. 

15th Supply and Service Bat ta l ion  %re  i n spec t ed  on 2 February 
1967. The inspe~ction're$ult"ed.-in-afi- overall. 'r.siting of.s a t i d f a ~ t c . : , ~ .  

(b) Headquarters and Headquarters f20kpany and 
A, 13 t h  Signal  Ba t ta l ion  .'were-inspected on 8 February I 957. Thr .:~s pebL 
r e su l t ed  i n  a n  o v e r a l l  r a t i n g  of s a t i s f a c t o ~ y :  

Headqur te rs and Heaague te rs  Sornfi- .,l$.and ~ tdk$&n~(c)  
inspected @-?j9 February. 1967.C, 2d Bat ta l ioh,  8 t h  ~ a v a l r ~ z w e r e ,  The 

inspgc.tion *esfiked: inan ,$&$all: :of & ~ < ~ ~ f ~ c t < ; - g r , '  

(d) 15 th .Adrriinistration Cod$&~~i;j wa-s . inspected c c - 22 -' 

February 1967. The inspec t i& r e su l t ed  i n  a d + $ i i 2 r a ~  r a t i n g  o f .  k-.i;isfacto. y 

(e) Headquarters ::-*1d Headquarters Compariy and C;ompany 
8,  2d Bat ta l ion,  12th Cavalry*Gsre inspected on. 7 March 1 967. Tke in-  
spect ion r e su l t ed  i n  an oye ra l l  r a t i n g  of s a t i s f ac to ry .  

,(f) 371 s't..,Radio :Research Gem-paw ,was i$spectecl. on 1  5  ,. 

M-rch 1967. The inspec t ion  1-esultsd-,.'in2an ovd ra l l  r a t i n g  of sati .?%ctory.  

Headquarters and Headquarters Company art - - - g n ~(g )
D, 1s t  Bat ta l ion,  1  2 t h  Cavalry were inspected on 22 Marc;. ' ::l .  ?he 
inspect ion r e su l t ed  i n  an  ove ra l l  r z t i n g  of  s a t i s f ac to ry .  

(h) Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st  A i r  
Cavalry Divis ion was inspected on 5 Apri l  1967. The inspec t ion  r e su l t ed  
i n  an over a l l  r a t i n g  o.f s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

( i )  545th ' K l i t ~ r y  Pol ice  Conpry was inspe'ctcd on 5 
Apri l  1967. The inspect ion r e su l t ed  i n  an ove ra l l  r a t i n g  of s a t i s f ac to ry .  

( j )  Headquarters and Headquarters, 15th M e d i c ~ l  
Ba t ta l ion  was irmpected on 19 Apr i l  1967. The inspec t ion  -resulteC i n  
an o v e r a l l  r a t i n g  of sa t i s ' f ac tory  . 

(k) Headquarters and HeadqGrters Compary and Cc:npany 
A, 1st Bat ta l ion,  8 t h  Cavalry were inspectedjori. 26 Apri l  1967. The 
inspec t ion  r e su l t ed  i n  an  ovk ra l l  r a t i n g  of 3aehs'factory. 

(1) Resul ts  of these  inspec-f;ians indicated t h a t  add+++n 
emphasiv was needed i n  t h e  d e a s  of generators 2nd chemical c-;1ir---- -9 
maintenance and r e p a i r  pa r t s  management. Classes were conducted aur ing 
t h e  period 23-28 January 1967 on r epa i r  p a r t s  management. The r e s u l t s  
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of t h i s  t r a in ing  has been evident i n  recent PLL checks. Continuea 
generator operator t ra in ing  has brought the  d iv is ion  generators up t o  
sa t i s fac tory  mzintenance standards. 

(m) The Department of t he  Army "Operation Counter 
Teamu comprised of twelve enlisted-men and one warrant o f f i ce r  arr ived 
on 24 March t o  a s s i s t  units i n  purifying prescribed load lists. Spending 
on an average of four days with each uni t ,  the team h2s completed a 
t o t a l  of thir ty-four  divis ion units. 

(4) Extensive pur i f ica t ion  has reduced the ASL from 12,790 
t o  the present 9366 l i n e  items. x t  t h e  present time lrSL stands a t  55% 
f i l l .  Requisitioning procedures a re  being reviewed t o  determine what 
ac t ion  must be taken t o  increase the  percentage of hSL f i l l  and decrease 
due-outs t o  the units. 

(5) The divis ion hc~s received 300 CuR 15 and 723 24148 
weapons. Repair pa r t s  packets were furnished with both weapons. No 
s igni f icant  maintenance problems ht~ve been experienced with these weapons. 

(6) End of report  period s t a t i s t i c 3  (percent operational).  

Vehicles 94.4 
Radios 96.7 
Generators 93.8 
~ r t i l l e r y  99.3 
Weapons, f i g h t  99,8 

(7) I st CavaLlry Regulation 750-8 w a s  revised and published 
on 10 February 1967. 

(8) The 3rd quarter,  FY 67 Material Readiness Report (Dk 
Form 2406) was submitted t o  US;&V on 3 March 1967. 

e ,  Aircraf t  Maintenance: 

(1)- The following numbel of a i r c r a f t  by type have been 
dropped from a c c o u n t ~ b i l i t y  during the reporting period. 
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( 2 )  The following number of a i r c r a f t  by type have been 
issued (from depot stock o r  other comands) during the  reporting period. 

(3) Safety of Fl ight  Inspections: 

(a) Inspection of UH-1 engine for  defect ive f i f t h  
stage d isc .  ~/53-1-3/7, -9, -9A, and -1 1 engine within cer ta in  s e r i a l  
nwnber groups possibly had defective f i f t h  s t ~ g e  compressor rotor  d i sc s  
(Reference: Unclas message 34th Generai Support Group BVGF-MM 0 2 -  
93, DTG 201 1 152 Feb 67, and TB 55-1 500-207-20 dated 1 1  Feb 67). In-
spection r r  vealed t h a t  one (1) s u s p e ~ t  ~/53-3/7 engine was loczted on 
OV-1 s e r i a l  number 62-5880 presently being processed fo r  CONUS evacuation 
and one suspect T53-L-11 engine had been shipped t o  CONUS. US Army 
Aviation Material Command and 34th General Support Group were advised 
of r e su l t s .  Project closed out 23 March 1967. 

(b) Inspection of UH-1 ~ i r c r a f t  Engine for  align- 
ment f ix tu re  dowel. ~/53-L-11, -1 1A, -1 1 B and -1 3 engines with certain 
s e r i a l  number groups were inspected fo r  alignment dowel pins on the  i n l e t  
housing plate.  (Ref: Unclas message 34th General Support Group AVGF-MM 
G5-02-56, DTG 1310352 Feb 67). Inspection c r i t e r i a  was fur ther  c l a r i f i ed  
and defined by unclassif ied messzge kVGF-MM GS-02-102, DTG 2301002 Feb 
67. Information was disseminated t o  t h e  f i e l d  and inspect icn continued. 
Inspection c r i t e r i a  was f ina l i zed  upon rece ip t  of TB 55-1 500-206-23, datec' 
1 1 Feb. Inspection was completed and project  was closed out 16 March 
1967. 

(c) Inspection of a f t  ba t te ry  i n s t a l l a t i o n  UH-1 D 
Aircraf t .  A 1 1  UH-ID a i r c r a f t  were inspected for  damaged longerons i n  
the a f t  ba t te ry  rack attachment area (Reference: Unclas message 34th 
General Support Group HVGF-MM GS-02-42, DTG 101 11 52 Feb 67 and unclass- 
i f i e d  message USUVCOM UM3kV-Eh-SDO-02-2, DTG 091 9002 Feb 67). /is a 
r e su l t  o f ' t h i s  inspection the re  was a t o t a l  of twelve (12) a i r c r a f t  
g r o ~ d e d  a ~ i t i n q  disposi t ion instruct ions.  Upon receipt  of MJO 55- 
1 520-21 0-20/17, dated 1 1 Feb 67 these a i r c r a f t  were routed through d i r e c t  
support f a c i l i t y  fo r  rework and modification. Results of t h i s  inspection 
were forwarded by t h i s  o f f i ce  t o  US Army Aviation Material Command and 
34th General Support Group. Project was closed 23 March 1967. 
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(d) Inspect ion of  damper adapter  mount,s UH-1 a i r c r a f t .  
A l l  UH-1 a i r c r a f t  were inspected f o r  cor rec t  i n s t a l l a t i o n  and torque of 
damper adapter  mounts P/N 204-010-922-5 and P/N 204-010-922-7 (Refer-
ence: Unclass i f ied message 34th General Support Group AVGF-Kt4 GS-02-
1 12, DTG 2603302 Feb 61 a d  TB 55-1 500-206-20/2 DTG 20 Feb 67). There 
were no defec t ive  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  noted. Pro jec t  was closed out 1 6 March 
1 967. 

(e) Inspect ion of t a i l  r o to r  hub and blade assembly 
UH-1 a i r c r a f t L A l l  UH-1 a i r c r a f t  were inspected f o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  
i nco r r ec t  t a i l  r o t o r  g r i p  nut P/N 204-010-708-3-21 509 (Reference: 
Unclassified message 34th General Support Group AVGF-MM GS-02-173, 
DTQ 0304002 Jan 67). There w a s  a t o t a l  of t e n  (10) suspected i n s t a l l a -  
t i o n s  hoted, Assemblies were routed through d i r e c t  support  f a c i l i t y  
and cor rec t ive  ac t i on  taken. Inspection r e s u l t s  were forwarded by t h i s  
o f f i c e  t o  US Army Aviation Mater ie l  Command and 34th General Support 
Group. Pro jec t  closed ou t  9 March 1967. 

( f )  Inspect ion of UH-1 C main r o t o r  b l ~ d e s  . A l l  UH-1 C 
(UH-1 ~ / 5 4 0 )  a i r c r a f t  were inspec ted  f o r  cracked main r o t o r  blades.  This 
p ro jec t  was or,i$inally closed out 12 January 1 967 but  upon r e c e i p t  of 
add i t i ona l  inspec t ion  c r i t e r i a  (TB 55-1 520-21 1-20/8 d td  27 Dec 66) t h e  
p ro jec t  was reopened. To da te  t h e r e  have been no f a i l u r e s  repor ted .  
This i s  a continuing inspec t ion  and a l l  f a i l u r e  da t a  w i l l  be forwarded 
by t h i s  o f f i c e  t o  34th General Support Group and U3 Army viat ti on 
Mater ie l  Command. 

(g) Inspect ion of 0-1 a i r c r a f t  engines f o r  de f ec t i ve  
crankshafts.  0-470-1 5 engines wi th in  c e r t a i n  s e r i a l  number groups werc 
sub jec t  t o  crankshaf t  f a i l u r e  (Reference: Unclass i f ied message 34th 
General Support Group AVGF-?IM BS-02-83 DTG 1807302 Feb 67 and TB 55-
1 51 0-202-20/7 D.TG 1 1 Feb 67) . Inspect ion revealed t h a t  one (1 ) suspect  
engine was loca ted  on 01-D S e r i a l  Number 57-2875. Engine was removed 
and 34th General Support gou up was advised of  r e s u l t s .  

(4)  Configuration Control  

( a )  Compliance with  M I 0  55-1 520-21 0-20/15 cargo door 
support bracket i n s t a l l a t i o n  (UH-ID a i r c r a f t )  d t d  12 Nov 66. A l l  UH-1 D 
a i r c r a f t  i n  F i r s t  Cavalry Divis ion were screened f o r  compliance wi th  
subject  modification work order.  Resul ts  of survey ind ica ted  compliance 
accomplished on one hundred s ixty-f ive  (165) a r i c r a f t  out  of one hundred 
seventy-five (1 75) t o t a l  strenghh. This i n f o r m t i o n  was furnish-d t o  
-1 5 th  Transporta t ion Bn Confibmat ion Control  and Division Safe ty  Officnr3 

(b)  Decca pro jec t  . A l l  a i r c r a f t  i n  F i r s t  Cavalry 
Division were screened f o r  compliance with modification work orders  
t h a t  incorporated Decca navigat ion system provisions.  Survey ind ica ted  
compliance accomplished on 
t i o n  was furnished t o  15th 
and 1 5th  Trans Bn hvionics 
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( 5) Publi cat ions 

(a) I n  order  t o  update c r i t e r i a  r e l a t i v e  t o  a i r c r a f t  . 
recovery procedures 1s t  CavaLry Division Circular 750-4 was revised. 
Draf t  copy of  t he  new c i r cu l a r  ms d i s t r i bu t ed  t o  i n t e r e s t ed  organ- 
i z a t i o n s  and s t a f f  sect ions f o r  review, comment, and recommendati~ns,~ 
The c i r cu l e r  was published 11  Apri l  1967 and d i s t r i b u t i o n  to  t he  f i e l d  
wSs effected.  

(b) Upon expi ra t ion  of 1s t  Cavalry Division Circular  
725-6, Supply Procedures f o r  Ai rc ra f t  and Associate Equipment, a copy 
of same was routed through in t e r e s t ed  organizations and s t a f f  sect ions 
f o r  refriew, up dating, and recomenclations. k d r a f t  c i r c u l ~ r  was then 
compiled, c i rculkted,  and approved by reviewing sections.  Circular was 
sulamitted from publ icat ion and w i l l  be d i s t r i bu t ed  t o  the  f i e l d  i n  t he  
near fu ture .  

(6) End of repor t ing  s t a t i s t i c s  

(a) Aircraf t  k S L  by DSU (%F i l l )  

--. -Co A -C O B  _Co 
A i r c r a f t  68 66 81 85 
Armament 77 74 78 88 
Avionics 63 66 82 84 

(b)  Average EDP ($) (1 Feb 67 t h r u  30 kpr 67) 

OH-1 3 14 
'UH-1 B 1.5 
UH-1 C 1 i' 
UH-I D 15, 
CH-47 21 
iill a i r c r a f t  17 

(c )  Average HIM (%) ( 1  Feb 67 thru  30 kpr 6'7) 

OH-1 3 15 
UH-1 B 17 
UH-1 C 14 
UH-1 D 17 
CH-47 27 
A l l  a i r c r a f t - 4 4 

(d) Average Mission Ready (s ( 1  Feb tthru 30 Apr 67) 



LJH-I c 65 
UH-I D 70 
CH-4.7 5 1 
A l l  a i r c r a f t  68 

f .  Construction and F . ac i l i t i e s  : 

(1 ) Construction Mater ia ls .  2" X 4" lumber was i n  c r i t i c a l  
supply during February, r e s u l t i n g  i n  a tremendous slowdown i n  bu i ld ing  
pre fabr ica t ion  f o r  se l f -help  e rec t ion .  The s i t u a t i o n  improved wi th  March 
showing t h e  t h e  i s sue  of February and Apr i l  showing approximately six 
times t h e  February i s sue .  Cement suppl ies  %ere adequate f o r  both MCn u ld  
O W  funded pro jec t s .  I n  add i t i on  suppl ies  a r e  continuing t o  s tockpi le  
f o r  t h e  An Khe Amy Ai r f i e l d  p ro jec t  . Peneprime f o r  dus t  p a l l i a t i o n  
dropped t o  c r i t i c a l  supply l e v e l s  during t h e  period. A s  a r e l i e f ,  heavy 
o i l  and d i e se l ,  mixed, was provided i n  bulk (5000 g a l  tankers)  and proved 
t o  be  completely s a t i s f ac to ry .  Medium and r ap id  cure aspha l t  cut-backs 
were a l s o  provided. The s i t u a t i o n  i s  improving s t e a d i l y  and dust  p a l l i a t i c n  
e f f o r t s  continue unabated i n  a i r c r e f t  operat ing a r ea s  and have resumed on 
t h e  primary road n e t s  a f t e r  about a two week stoppage. There h ~ s  been no 
s i g n i f i c a n t  improvement i n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  e l e c t r i c a i  suppl ies .  Some O&MH 
funded wiring mate r in l s  a r e  ava i lab le ;  none ;lave been received f o r  MCA 
funded p r 0 j e c . t ~ .  

(2) Base Development. Earthwork f o r  t h e  An Khe -my Ai r f i e l d  
i s  about complete a f t e r  removal of c lay l enses  from t h e  sub-grade and 
repl:.cenent of s e l ec t ed  f i l l .  Double sur face  t reatment  of t h e  ex i s t i ng  
runway has proven t o  be unsa t i s fac to ry  and &AkF has been closed t o  C-123 
and C-130 a i r c r a f t .  Tentative plans a r e  t o  concrete this area ,  as w e l l  
as t h e  main runway. Kork h2s resumed on Golf Course h e l i ~ d  construct ion 
and on construct ion o f  he l icop te r  revetments. Five *MCO revetment k i t s  
were obtained from t h e  USAF and t h e  70th Engineer Ba t ta l ion  i s  cur ren t ly  
e r ec t i ng  the  k i t s  i n t o  nine 12 foot  high wal ls  f o r  p ro tec t ion  of CH-54 
he l icop te rs .  Republic Steef Ground Mat has proven t o  be e n t i r e l y  s a t i s -  
f a c to ry  f o r  CH-47, UH-I. and OH-1 ~ / L O H  revetment construct ion by s e l f -  
help. 491 s t r uc tu r e s  have been i s sued  a s  t roop  b i l l e t s  and t he  t o t a l  
number of semi-permanent approved bu i ld ings  has r i s e n  t o  about 1300. 
Method of i s sue  of b i l l e t s  hes again  ch~nged  t o  permit l a rge r  base orientecl. 
un i t s  t o  house t h e i r  personnel sooner. Combat ;nd combat support  u n i t s  
t h a t  a r e  a r ea  o r ien ted  and spend only l im i t ed  time i n  base camp will 
receive only 65% o f  t h e  b i l l e t  author izat ion.  611 u n i t s  a r e  being permitted 
t o  s e l e c t  t h e i r  own p r i o r i t i e s  and e r e c t  o ther  type  s t r u c t u r e s  u?on 
completing 65% of t h e  b i l l e t  program. This has proven t o  be  more equitu. 
and recognizes mission requirements. RMK-BiMJ i s  progressing with t h e  
Cent ra l  Power System with t h e  Generator P l a t  and Transformer S t a t i on  
under construction.  The 2dCS antenna s i t e  is  nearing completion. The BW&, 
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Division Chapel, ~ 2 / ~ 3  and Command Quonset s hrve been completed. Building, 
The G S t a f f  B E  is  under consti-; :if-?. The Song Ba recreat ion area has 
been improved with addi t ion of a double quonset and completion of the  
skeet ranga. The Lazy Acres Recreation Area i s  i n  operation with boating 
and picnic  f a c i l i t i e s  avai lable .  Twenty-five of t he  84 quonset huts have 
been erected and a r e  being.used a s  maintenance buildings on the  Golf 
Course and uni t  Lispensarys. 

(3) Pac i f ic  xrcn l tec ts  and Engineers. Ph&E; continues t o  
expznd i t s  services ,  having assumed almost complete respons ib i l i ty  f o r  
road maintenance. The shower/latrine construction h2s been stopped by 
1 s t  Logistical. Command with about 703 of the  required 250 s t ruc tures  
completed. 1 1 63 of 1250 r i f l e  racks have been completed. The Dog Kennel 
and DTC Rappelling Tower has been f inished and work i s  under way on the  
new Radar Tower fo r  Hong Cong. The k i t che r  f o r  t h e  Generals Mess is  
finished and work i s  i n  progress cn the  dining room. Pu&E is  s t i l l  
c r i t j  c d l y  shor t  of personnel i n  c r i t i c a l  s k i l l  areas  such a s  re f r igera t i :  .-
and ' -0nditioning. 

' (C) Civ i l  Affairs  

a .  General: C i v i l  x f f a i r s  e f f o r t s  during t h e  period were 
directed toward support of combat operations - THAYER I1 and PERSHING -
and t o  c iv i c  ac t ion  i n  t h e  THCR and Psychological Operations. 

b. Su ,;rt of Combat Operations 

(1 ) Operation THAYER I1 

The f in3 1 d : ~ s  of the  operation (1 - 11 - February 
1967). were characterized b;- -.--1lation of the population of t h e  L.--

Soui Ca Valley. On 5 February the  3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division 
'whose A0 included the  Soui Ca i n i t i a t e d  operations t o  remove a l l  t h e  
population f r ~ m  t h e  valley. This was done t o  deny the  VC fur ther  use 
of this area a s  a supyort base and a haven by devoid ingthe  area of i t s  
population. nrl.,g t h e  operation 2640 c iv i l i ans  were evacuated from thc  
val ley and r e s e t t l e d  i n  Thu Cat D i s t r i c t .  The operation terminated on 
1 1 February 1 967. 

(2) Operation PEXiSHING 

(a) Population and Resources Control 

1 Refugees. Some of the hfrrdest f igh t ing  en- 
gaged i n  during t h e  operation o ~ i ; ~ r z d  on the  well  populated Bong Son 
Plain and the  An Lao Valley. The concept of the operation inclilded U S  
For.ces keep in^ t . h s  ---.-- '? t i c  I iil place and not becoming involved i n  l a rge  
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refugee .operations.  This was success fu l  t o  t h e  extent  t h a t  refugees 
ne i ther  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n t e r f e r e d  with  combat operations .nor were they 
encouraged t o  move. Nevertheless, because of t he  in tense  f i gh t i ng  in 
these  areas,  12,000 c i v i l i ~ n s  sought refuge vo lun ta r i ly  i n  t h e  GVN con- 
t r o l l e d  a r ea  of Bong Son, Gia Huu and Tam Quan by mid-March. Refugee 
support  was provided by USAID which included bulgar, refugee s h e l t e r s  and 
mater ia l s  f o r  t h e  bui lding of  560 family units i n  the  Tam Quan and Bong 
Son areas .  

On 15 March au tho r i t y  was received t o  evacuate t h e  population fmm 
t h e  .m Lao Valley. Hoai Nhon Distrid , sgpportdd'by'tru&ks.and super-
v i s ion  of the  22d kRVN Division and Psyops support from t h e  1st Csv, 
conducted t h e  phased evacuation operation. The plan was t o  give t h e  
population of 'the An Lao f i v e  days t o  move from t h e  v s ~ l l e y  s t a r t i n g  on 19 
March. Two VMMC ba t t a l i ons  searched and destroyed nor th  i n t o  t he  va l l ey  
fo r  one week generating evacuation of c iv i l i an s .  Then t h e  ~ ' a r i n e s  swept 
south out of the  va l l ey  d r iv ing  c i v i l i a n s  out.  The Marine operation 
produced about 3800 of t h e  e s t d t e d  6000 people expected t o  be occupying 
t h e  val ley.  Knowing t h a t  add i t i onc l  people remained i n  t h e  val ley,  t h e  
3rd Brigade i n se r t ed  two companies t h a t  swept out a n  add i t i ona l  f 408, 
o f f i c i a l l y  c l ea r ing  t h e  vz l l ey  by 14 i ipr i l .  Since the  GVN d i d  not  keep 
close t rack  o f  t h e  p o p u l ~ t i o n  t h a t  l e f t  t h e  An Lao, it i s  estimated t h a t  
from 800 - 1000 addi t iona l  people had l e f t  t h e  va l l ey  p r io r  t o  t h e  middle 
of March. 

Reception, processing and r e s e t t l i n g  o f  t h e  refugees was t he  t a s k  of 
the  GTTM and 22d ARVN Division, The plan was t o  r e s e t t l e  a l l  An Lao 
refugees i n  rn Tuc. A camp was es tabl ished a t  "The Soccer Field" (BR 
864961 ) i n  Bong Son f o r  recept ion and screening of t he  refugees.  22d 
kRVN Division was t o  provide t ranspor ta t ion  f o r  t h e  move t o  hn Tuc. 
A reset t lement  c m p  was t o  s e t  up a t  A n  Tuc and s t a f f e d  by a province 
refugee team 2nd two US C iv i l  Affairs  Teams from t h e  4 l s t  Ck Compav. 
Screening was pe~;.formed on a smal l  percentage of t h e  refugees accounting 
fo r  l e s s  than  100 detainees.  The decis ion by t h e  Province Chief t o  give 
refugees an option a s  t o  whether t o  move t o  fin Tuc o r  not  accounted f o r  
t h e  r e s e t t l i n g  of only 855 refugees.  The expansion of t h e  Phu Duc ~ e f u g e e  
Camp i n  Bong Son provided room f o r  t h e  resett lement of 1886 persons .+here 
The remaining 3300 h ~ v e  been absorbed i n t o  t h e  Bong Son population. 

2 Central  Collection Point.  The operat ions  
of t h e  Central  co l lec t ion  Point was t h e  r e spons ib i l i t y  of t h e  Provost 
Marshal who was a s s i s t e d  by IPW and Civ i l -Affa i r s  elements. The innocent 
c i v i l i a n s  produced from the  screening process were re turned t o  t h e i r  
place o f  capture p r inc ipa l l y  through t h e  coordinated e f f o r t s  of d iv i s i on  
and brigade c i v i l  a f f a i r s  elements. Of t h e  2934 innocent c i v i l i a n s  pro- 
duced over 85% were t ransported by t rucks  2nd he l icop te rs  back t o  secured 
a reas  nearest  t h e i r  place of capture,  while t h e  rexnaindzi- chose t o  be 
r e s e t t l e d  i n  Bong Son. 
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3 Denial  Area Goncept. During t h e  repor t ing  
period a plan was conceTved t h a t  wculd deny t h e  use of  one time enemy 
sanc tuar ies  and support  a reas  t o  his use by methodically removing t h e  
population cen te rs  and RD a r e a s  of nor theas te rn  Binh Dinh Province. 
They were se lec ted  t o  errange t h e  t h r ee  War Zones - K i m  Son, Soui Ca, 
and un Lao Valleys which a r e  i n  e f fec t  d e n i a l  areas .  The eventual  phased 
establishment of t h e s e  d e n i a l  a r ea s  a t  a r a t e  supportable  by t h e  Province 
and OCO would c r e a t e  a bu f f e r  zone around Phu Valley, the  Crescent 
Urea, t h e  Bong Son Plain ,  t h e  Greater  Bong Son Area and Hoai An D i s t r i c t  
GVN con t ro l led  a r ea ,  t hus  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  con t r ibu t ing  t o  t h e  s e c u r i t y  af 
these  a reas ,  

(b) Civic Action 

1 Civic Action conducted dur ing PERSHING w a s  
p r imar i ly  shor t  duratio;, high impact type.  Daily s i c k  c a l l s  and 
emergency medLcal treatment were provided a t  t h e D i v i s i o n  Cen t r a l  
Col lect ion Point,  t h e  refugee camps and a t  var ious  o ther  loca t ions  
th.rol~g!i~ut t h e  Divis ion AO. Since t he  beginning of PEFLSHIMG, t h e  Division 
ha? c.. .Jutted s t o t a l  of  396 s i c k  c a l l s  i n  which 19, 551 pa t i en t s  were 
B r  . ?d. 

2 I st A i r  Cavalry Division presented bnnd con-
c e r t s  i r i  Hoai Nhon a d  'iioai An-Distric-ks '  t o  ipprove community r e h t i o n s  
and promote good w i l l  between US Forces and t h e  Vietnamese people through 
t he  medium of good music. Over 10,000 people came t o  hear t he se  concerts 
which were extremely we l l  received by both t h e  Vietnamese people and 
GVN o f f i c i a l s, 

A c i v i c  a c t i o n  survey conducted i n  the  PmSHING 2 
AO, ind ica ted  a need f o r  genera l  improvement i n  educattfonal and r e c r e a t i o n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s .  hs a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  survey a p lan  was developed t o  r ehab i l i -  
t a t e  these '  schools. Each major command wzs assigned t o  he lp  improve one 
o r  more schools .  Tasks included: 

-a Repair of desks and benches. 

Pa in t ing  both e x t e r i o r  end i n t e r i o r .  b_ 


-c Patching ex i smng f l oo r s .  

-d Repair  of  doors anc! windows. 

e Erec t ion  of f lagpoles .  -_ .. ,. I .. . . .. .. 
. ,  ' ,  ,, ,,. . 1 : . . i . ., ',' . . 

. - .. ... ]C ;bf 'k:ecrdationzl equipment. ~ ~ n + t ~ h ~ & ~ &  
. - . ' .-.:., .. .;.. ? > . . 

> ,, :: ".. ,,. - l. , .  - '.:.-, . .. . :,. ,.., . ' 
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These self-h4$,FgL e 
i n  c lose  cooperation $-% 

with l o c a l  ~ 2 ~ & & m m ~' 

c. Camp Radc l i f f  Civic Action Ac t i v i t i e s  

(1) Nature of Operations: Civic Action pro jec t s  i n  An 
Tuc D i s t r i c t  which have been completed o r  begun during t h i s  period a r e  
l i s t e d  in (2) and (3) below. Civic Action a r ea s  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  
t he  nanwYw and a r t i l l e r y  ba t t a l i ons .  This a c t i on  wzs taken t o  a l low 
the se  un i t s  t o  concentrate t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  forward t a c t i c z l  a r e a  of 
operations.. Su f f i c i en t  support  f o r  t h e  l ock1  a r ea  i s  provided by d i v i s i o n a l  
and.non-divisional support  units s ta t ioned  a t  Camp Radc l i f f .  

(2) Long Range P ro j ec t s  

(a)  The Tu Long Bridge pro jec t  was completed on 31 
March 1967. The br idge  is  a s i n g l e  kine span, 75 f e e t  long, wi th  a r a t e d  cap- 
a c i t y  of 15 tons. Vil lagers  m d  PF provided labor ,  Division Ar t i l l e ry ,  Ph&E 
and Page Comunications made t he  p ro j ec t  poss ib le ,  

(b )  The An Khe Dispensary h ~ s  been extensively  renovat- 
ed. Pro jec t s .  included rewiring of e n t i r e  dispensary,  repz in t ing  of exam-
i n a t i o n  building,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of new running water system pump 2nd we l l  house. 

(c)  71 homes were b u i l t  with t h e  a s s i s t ance  o f  d i v i s i o n e l  
units. 

(d) 1 8  wel ls  were completed o r  begun f o r  l o c a l  hamlets. 

( e )  Work continues on t h e  PF housing pro jec t  next t o  
d i s t r i c t  headauarters . 

( f )  A-second Montagnard rese t t l ement  v i l l a g e  h a s  been 
es tab l i shed  i n  An Tuc D i s t r i c t .  Wells a r e  under construct ion I n  bo th  v i l l a g e s .  

Div i s iona l  u n i t s  provided 25,000 gal lons  of ed ib le  (g)
garbage t o  l o c a l  p ig  cooperatives and orphenage pig  s t y .  

(3) Short  Range high i m p c t  p ro jec t s .  
i 

(a)  37,040 pa t i en t s  have been t r e a t e d  a t  s i c k  c z l l s  
conducted by d iv i s i on  medics. 

(b) The 15th Medical Ba t t a l i on  continues t o  support  
t h e  An Khe Dispensary, and t o  conduct on t he  job t r a i n i n g  f o r  3 PF and 
4 c i v i l i a n  hea l th  workers. 

(c)  21,378 pounds of food, 1962 pounds of clothing, 
and 21 24 pounds o f  soap were d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  needy famil ies .  

e 52 .!.: .,. 
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: d. Psychological Operations 

(3 ) h c t i v i t i e s  .of Reportin;: Period 

(a) Psychological-- operations during reporting period 
were highlighted by increased a c t i v i t i e s  i n d i c ~ t e d  by l a rge r  numbers of 
l e a f l e t s  and loudspeaker hours and increased number of missions flown per 
day. A t o t a l  of 48,208,000 l e a f l e t s  and 669 hours 10 minutes of loudspeaker 
broadcasts were placed on t ~ r g e t s  by a i r c r a f t ,  US Navy Swiftboat, and ground 
loudspeaker teams during t h e  conduct of over 1260 missions. 

Three s igni f icar . t  camps.igns were i n i t i a t e d  during (b)
t h e  period which w e e di rec ted  a t  t h e  22d N V h  Regiment, Viet Con2 Guerr i l las  
i n  t h e  h Lao Valley, and Viet Con,? inhabi t ing t h e  coastal  efeas.  

1 k campaign, d i rec ted  a t  t he  22d NVh.Regiment, 
was conducted from 22 ~ z b  - 1 Mar 67. This campaign was designed t o  en-
courage defe t t ion  from enemy ranks bssed on information obtained following 
a s imi la r  campaign i n  January 1 967. 

2 campaign l a s t i n g  f o r  two days wzs d i rec ted  a t  
VC inhabited coas ta l  areas  from a US Navy Swiftboat. k t o t a l  of 11  hours 
speaker broadcasts and 5000 hand 'b i l l s  were d i rec ted  a t  selected t a rge t s .  

3 :A face t o  fzce propaganda campaign was directed 
a t  refugees from t h e  VC-5.nfested h Lao Valley who had r e l a t ives  i n  t h e  
Viet Cong forces.  A t o t a l  of 15 Viet Cong returned t o  t he  GVN i n  a six-day 
per iod-as  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of t h i s  campaign. 

(c )  Support Limitations 

1 Pr in t ing  support from t h e  245th Psyops Company 
was adversely a f fec ted  ;hen the Division moved from LZ Hamond t o  LZ Two 
B i t s  i n  mid-Feb, and was fu r the r  r e s t r i c t e d  by requirement t h a t  a l l  sappork 
would emanate from Nha Trang a s  opposed t o  t he  nearer Pleiku f a c i l i t y .  

2 Aircraf t  Support from the  USkF Commando Squadron 
based a t  Nha P a n g  contynues t o  be questionable. Although weather i s  a t  
times a cont ro l l ing  fac tor ,  other  conditions c r ea t e  a much l e s s  responsive 
support capabi l i ty  than i s  desired.  The f s c t  t h a t  a i r c r a f t  f ly ing  from 
Nha Trang t o  LZ Two Bits  and back each day causes t he  following sign- 
i f i c a n t  problems : 

-a A shortened f ly ing  day f o r  mission f l i gh t s .  

b R wzste of t h ree  hours per day f l i g h t  time 
t o  and from t h e  lasger.  l ocz t ion  h ha Trang). 
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c The times of day when t a rge t  audiences a r e  
most vulnerable t o  propagaEda (ear ly morning and l a t e  evening) a r e  wasted by 
t h e  requirement t h a t  d i r e c t s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  f l y  back and f o r t h  on a daik 
basis .  

d Aircraf t  responsivenes.s i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t he  
extent t h a t  there  i s  no suFh thing a s  on-call o r  ready-reaction psyops s q -
port. 

3 Mass media support i n  the  fbnh of rad io  .is lack-I. 
i n  t he  Division AO. ~ a & o  has been reported as  the major l i n k  between Nc 
Vietnamese so ld i e r s  i n  South Vietnam and t h e i r  hones i n  t he  North. In f t r t  
prisoners of war have s t a t e d  t h a t  they l i s t ened  t o  three  one-half hour brca -
cas t s  per day from North Vietnam. st present no radio broadcasts a r e  b2ar.e 
a t  enemy forces  by f r iendly  t ransmi t te r  i n  the  Division LO. Because of tf e 
lack  of f r iendly r ~ d i o ,  i t  i s  not possible t o  compete favorzbly against  er_ei-.g 
propaganda. 

(4 Problem Areas: 

1 The lack of  replacement pa r t s  and repa i r  f a c i l i % i e s  
continues t o  render some helicopter-mountable loudspeaker equipnent uselecs. 
In l a t e  March it was determined t h a t  repa i rs  respons ib i l i ty  was given t o  t he  
98th Light Equipnent Repair Company a t  Qui Nhonj however, no repa i rs  have b c  -
completed on t h e  three  s e t s  turned i n  f o r  repa i r .  

2 Maximum use of Psyops a i r c r a f t  i s  not possible 
when three  hours of every day i s  l o s t  t r ave l ing  t o  a d  from the  laager 
base a t  Nha Trang. 

2 ii major f ac to r  r e s t r i c t i n g  Psyops exploitation 
of returnees and'prieoners of war i s  the  lack of a Psyops Oriented in-  
5errogator assigned t o  t h e  IPW Teams. Presently only the  obvious 
~m. lnerabi l i t i es  a r e  exploited a t  this leve l .  

4 Loudspeaker missions f-lorn by UShF U-10_ a i r -
c r a f t  a r e  marginally e7fect ive due primarily t o  the a l t i t u d e  a t  which the  
a i r c r a f t  is  required t o  f l y .  

2 Requested mater ials  when completed a re  not ex- 
pedi t iously shipped t o  t h e  using unit primtzrily because a i r c r a f t  a r e  not 
made ava i lab le  for  t h e  t ransportat ion of l e a f l e t s .  Maxinum emphasis i s  
placed on the  developnent of propaganda y e t  minimum consideration i s  given 
t o  t he  del ivery of propaganda mzter ials .  

(2) Psyops l e a f l e t s  see inclosure 8-1. 
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$7 SWJECT: Operational Report on Lessms Isarnsd 

SECTION I1 (C ) : Commanderts Observations and Recomndation 

PLT I, obsir&tions (Lessons Learned). 


PERSONNEL 

ITEM., General Engineer' Support. 
DISCUSSION: The 8th Engineer -Battalion has found it necessary 

sW5nue the practice of supporting c o ~ i t t e d  brigades with a company 

m h s .  The remaining resources are retained under bat ta l ian cantrol 

in order t o  provide a general, support capability. 


OBSERVXTION: Operations during t h i s  quarter reinforce the argument 

made in previous ORLt's concerning the need for  a fourth engipeer comljat 

compz~y wibbin the airmobile engineer baktalion. Such a u n i t  is  S O I . % ~  


reeded t o  p r a e  d i rec t  supporli t o  the divisionqp cavalry squadron, 

r"-.-ched or supporting non-divisimsl. combat forces, a s  mil as  a reason- 


'7 constant general support capabili ty f o r  the division. 

ITEM: ,Movemnt of S1gn.d Equipent  by UH-ID. 

DISCJSSION: In snpport of Operatioq &eJ@wev i*t,wits;.sleCWW'YrI 

because of the s i m  of the LZ a t  Sa Hum, t o  di$place one AN/MRLlJ2 

-4a FM voice ground relay by F a n s  of UH-lD helicopter. This d i s p l n c ~  


'-. vas successful in tha t  'it did allow the Signal Battalion t o  locate 

- US eqpipmcnt and personnel a t  the s i t e  necessary for  the accDrnplishnRnt 

2 the mission, However, thPs procedup xeququired the mound mLay 

sorties,  


OBSERVATION: By disassembling the s ~ i p n e n t  and s l i ng  loading 
the t r a i l e r ,  it was proven tha t  the UH-U) helicopter can transport a 
mCI.112. This technique p d t s  the MRC-;U;! t o  be positioned in areas 
t ha t  were previously considered t o  be inaccessibl~.  k disadvantage 
of t h i s  type operation is  the increased posslbilLty of maintenance pt.0-
blems .caused by the disassembly and reassembly of the equipment. w i n g  
t h i s  particular move, no naintenmce problems were experienced. 

ITEM: Operations Against Fort i f ied Villages. 

DISCUSSION: In discussing past operations against fo r t i f i ed  -&s< 
several observations should be pescnted. 

1. 1; In almost all vil lages  in the.Pershing A0 heavy bunkers haw 
been hilt tha t  can withstand cost all forns of artmry f i r e  w i t h  
the exception of a d i rec t  hi t .  In m y  of these bunkers a e  hiding 
v12c=s under the f loor  boards, fa lse  w e l l s  or cei l ings where personnel 
-I& equipmnt can be hidden. 

2, In a 2&28 hour p r iod .  the en& can prepare an elabonate 
p-'bter and positions affofding him eZ@AXe& cover and concealnenC 
-..cnELe a & l . m g  him t o  defend the ent i re  village by M r e .  Within the 
6 2 . l a ~the enemy w i l l  prepare sniper positions i n  pdln t r e e s  or on 
::be t ha t  c a h k a l  him while he covers main approaches into and 
t r a i a s  , through "be village. 

So Once cantact i s  made and cur forces encounter strong resistanal?, 
+he procedure of pulling back or out of t;he village and. c a l l h g . f o r  
.dppor+,ing fb s  causes our forces t o  lose the in i t i a t ive  and s p i r i t  of 
bti;ftle and pernits the.:?n?my t o  regroup nnd/or attempt an escape Prom thea . 
 . , ,:-llage, , . . , 
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4. In ,forming ari encirclepent t o  t rap  the enemy, the deley in 
gotting cioments t o  the area and set t ing up positians causes an even 
greater loss  the in i t i a t ive  of our forces. Even undor a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  
the enomy can reorganize &d attempt an osdap  with h i s  main force 
through. many avenues s ~ c had hedgerows, h e l a ,  stlaam h d s ,  paddies, or 
sugnr cano kcfore the encirclement don bc Complekd, In attempting an 
oecap,  the enemy w i l l  generally lea= 1 d dowring force in the village 
with the mission of d m c t i n g  enough f i r e  a t  o w  c lemnts  so that wo w i l l  
n o t  as- a broak out maneuver. 

5. In completing an enckalement with the main enemy force trapped 
wo ham found tha t  he w i 4 .  mpke numerous attempts a t  breaking out during 
'he hours of dmkness. Each sector of the encirclement w i l l  be probed with 
a s m a l l  force. If break or gap in the encirclement exis ts ,  the main 
enemy force w i l l  use t h i s  as  QII escape routn and can break our t rap  before 
aur l h e s  can be adjusted. This escape route may not be a l ike ly  eveme, 
bocanse tho enolay can use clandosthe ntathods t o  reach our l ines  and 
disappar ,  concealed by darkness. 

6, Two wapons ham proven highly affoctive a t  destroying enemy 
bunkers: 

a. The 9Dmm @q~ tank will destroy bunkers when of the M-48 
point detonation type fuze $9 used. Eloment leaders must insure proper 
coordhation with other uni ts  @I the s p a i f i c  area &ere the gun win be 
f i red  t o  preaont accidental- e i e n d l y  casudtios,  

b. The -7 90mn recoi l less  r i f l e ,  .found a t  company levol, 
w i l l  destroy bunkers with HELT rounds. Coordination with other elements 
mst .aUo be established when f i r i ng  t h i s  mapon. 

OBSERVATION: Mothods of qpra t ion  a g a h s t  for t i f ied vSUag~s  t o  afford 
our elomnts  be t te r  success are explained below, 

1. When conducting village seorchos and hoavy bunkers are faund, 
they +st be thoroughly searched and then d e s t p p d  i f  a t  all posdble, 
Engineer teams or demolitions cab bo requested f a r  t h i s  purpose. 

2. Village pr imeters  and approaches must be thoroughly 
searched for  dug-in positions, tunnels, trenches, o r  fortifications. A l l  
e lemnt  leaders mst bo briefed t o  report = f i n d i r g , ~ y~*gn,qf -enemy 
activity. 

3. When contact has been o stablished with eneqy e l e m n t q  every 
e f fo r t  must be attempted t o  maintain it, while othor elements pro n@neu~lcred 
t o  dostroy and/or cut off h i s  routes of escapc. 

.. 4. Supporting fi1%i3. can also be iised $0 .cut ,off enemy escape ,,by 
f i r i ng  m~l ike ly  avenues of e s i l t r a t i o n .  

.5@ When u t i l i z ing  np encirclement: 

a. C1o~'~coordinat ionmust .be effected betueen company s i m  
uni t s  t o  en&c no breaks or gaps ex is t  in the.,encirclewnt. 

b. h ~ .  atplatoon sized elements in the encirclcmnt mst 
up rear mcurity. 

c. Unit commanders are responsibls t o  insure that  element 
Leaders check each position to, be sure there are nq- gaps or breaks in  the 
encirclemjnt and t ha t  a'escape .routes nre covered by fires.  

B. Commanders of elements comprising the encirclement must 
en= all personnel are dug in for  protection from a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  into 
the village and covering oscapo routes. _.. t . I. 1\i 



a SUGJECT: O p r a t i q a l  Rep,ort on Lessons L a m e d  

ITEM: Use of MediG Tankse 

DISCUSSION: The use of the medium tanks in conjunction with sca~.;:: 
c lea r  operations has the capabili ty of being an e x t r e m l y  cffezti-w 

weapon t o  use against f o r t i f i e d  positions. Howcver, there are cnnsiderzti, -

t h a t  the commder mst take into  account when u t i l i z i h g  the tank aiit, Or : 

of the most important f ac to r s  i s  t h a t  of u t i l i z i n g  the tank uni t ,  Cne of 
the most important factors  is  t h a t  of t r a f f i cab i l i ty .  During the ,&~y seascze 
and the l z t t e r  stages of the r i c e  qowing cyclc, the M-48 can move ccross 
the ric= paddies with a cer ta in  anount of case. In spi te  of t h i s  ease of 
mot=ment, the tanks are res t r i c ted  t o  crossing s i t e s  d o n g  the numewus 
s i r e m s  t h a t  flow through the area. During perior?s when, the r i c e  paddies 
are flooded, t r a f f i c a b i l i t y  is  ,mat ly  res t r ic ted.  Much care must go in to  
L.~~onnaissanccof the s m k s  t o  be t&e.n, 

1, Infantry  must be used t o  c lea r  dl b u i l t  up areas t o  pcluk 
use of any type of znti-tank wapons or c o m d  detonated mine,s, 

2, If tanks are  t o  be used effectively,  numerous crossing s i b s  
must he mcpared t o  allow the tanks the f re~dom of movement thrmghout an 
e e a  o i  opra t ion .  This decreases the chance f o r  the enemy t o  booby-trap 
a l l  the crossing sites.  

3. Continuing engineer requirements e x i s t  t o  increase route optio:: s 
and provide e mine sweeping capability. 

4. The bulldozer i s  an essen t i a l  contributor t o  tank maneuverabc- :, 

5. LL ,great deal of coordination must be exercised when the tanks 
f i r i n g  i n t o  a vil lage.  l~llowmce m s t  be given t o  the area immediatel: 
LO the mar of the  area under f i r e  t o  insure t h a t  those rounds do not Isurs-t 
amongst f r i end ly  troops. 

ITEM: Effective Logistical  Ship Usap,  

DISCUSSION: The requiremnt  f o r  using two (2) UH-lD log  ships t o  
support bat ta l ion da i ly  mqui remnts  has provan. t o  be b f f  i c i e n t  iul. air -
c r a f t  u t i l i z a t i o n  hours and pay load capabili ty,  2 3  niany cases the second 
ship becam only a chase ship, 

ODSERVATION: One (1) log  ship can adequately support bat ta l ion needsc 
Such a s a p  s ignif icant ly  reduces a i r c r a f t  u t i l i z a t i o n  hours. 

ITEM: Booby. Traps. 

DISCUSSION: Recent operations have disclosed the enemy's capabi l i ty  
t o  booby t r a p  everything from empty C ra t ion boms t o  fox holes. 

OBSERVATION: Personnel m s t  be continuilly a l e r t  t o  avoid picking up 
or  t a p r i n g  with the moro obvious debris of the battlefie1.d. l n y  a~railablc, 
r ~ m rsuch a s  a foxhole or lean-to should be immediately suspc' t  t o  contain 
booby t r a p  devices, C a m  mst be exercised in-searching enemy dead, 

ImM: LZ Preps, 

DISCUSSION: In  some ce.ses, LZ preparattons havc been o m i t t e d  so as 
t o  gain surprise, 

OBSERVtaTION: kU. LZfs s h d d  be p p p d ,  if only b y i f i  a fev.seconds 
ior t o  insertion. E q r i e n c e  has. shown t h a t  deta i led visual recpmair-.,? -I$ 

i s  insuff ic ient  t o  insure .th6 '.&tisen@.of - e n e  ,PI-6sencg p~ ,activit.yo The 
capabili ty of conducting .screen - o ~ r a t l o n s S ~ a l o n g B  t h e  @r$phcp  of thc LZ 
compensates f o r  the l g s s  of . . s y @ ~ s & + ,: i ,. ,. . . . ; 

, . . ;"-' __. * C
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IW11: Reconnaissance by Fire. 



ted the enemyvs capabLlls 

f r iendly forces ha:-


closed t o  the extent t h a t  tho i n i t i a l  enemy - f ire causes h c c : ~  caa1al, t5~s 

a d  denies use of. close-in fire support. 


0DSERVL.TION: The r u l e s  of engagement must be re.allgr,ed i.0 &OI-


f r iendly forces the prerogative of conducting reconnaissace by f i r e  011 


suspect enemy m a s ,  t o  be determined a t  the ground u n i t  ccrmnc?dez?s 

discre tion. 


ITEM: Employment of aero-rifle platoon. 

DISCUSSION: Instances continue t o  occur where the surpor?-?d z o m ? ~ ? "  

envisions use of the aero-rifle platoon in a role  simLlsl i.o th2% of a 

rifle company, e.g., ground search over a vast  piece of t e z r a m  f o ~ac 

extended p r i o d  of t i i~~,  


OBSERVATION: The aero-rifle platoon i s  an e: :~EELIL of the i-econn- 

aissance mans available t o  the Air Cav Troop Commandor, The insertion o" 

this platoon s h ~ ~ l d  
occur upon discretion of tho A i r  Cav Trool. "mm,ndr--

i n t o  a l i n i t e d  m a  of searoh fo r  a r es t r i c ted  period of tlmci. iis nn 

illherd part  of a reconnaissanm oriented -anit, the platocn shaur-d be 

u t i l i z e d  t o  develop a s i t u a t i m ,  not terminate one, 


MI. -TMnclSystems on the I3ong Son Plain, 

DISCUSSION: The tunnel systems encountered by the Engineer IJat t t i L i i > i ~  


on the Bong Son Plain may be categorAzed a s  three t y p s  wh-P 31ane xypical. 

in the three diffexent,  @@+graphic a r e a s  present; .the lov~--zndr' ce--I.?+-'-

the torracod highlands, and the  foo th i l l3  ; I n b m h h %  Tne'~ow1andL, 

usual ly  have a s i n a e  entrance lacabed under a house or  animal per, The 
tunnel itWasual ly  is 10  f e o t  long and ms unclor r i ce  paddy dikes or 
hedgerows t o  a m a l l  single room. The overburden i s  seldom over 5 fee,  
thi&. These tunnels can usually be d e s t r o ~ dby crater iv  from ihe SW_'Z: 

The tunnel systems of the terraced highlands usually have several  entrance. 
in a r a d i a l  pattern with narrow tunnels 20 t o  50 meters long aonvcrging or 
a common room normally 6 f t  l m g  by 6 f t  wide by 4 f e e t  high, It is noi; 
uncommon f o r  s a ~ r d l  systems t o  interconnect. Overburden ranges from 4 t o  
10 f e e t  th ick preventing destruction from the surface. Chores  pJ.accd fn 
the sides of the rooms, passaEways, and a t  the entrances w i l l  e f f e c t  
complete destruction. The tunnel can be denied by f i l l i n g  v i t h  E c , ? y ~ t i + ~  
and senling tho entrances. 'Ihe l a t t e r  method i s  effect ive ,  can be rapjd!, 
accomdished, and i s  themfore more 'compatible with tho a i r  cavalry fact5.c: 
The f o o t h i l l  and mountain tunnel s'ystems arc considerably d e e p r  than the : 
types previously ~rn t ioned .  Entrance i s  gained through vor t i ca l  shafts, 
s o m t i m s  in  excess of 60 f e e t  deep. The shrifts go down t o  horizontal  
passageways. These passageways in  turn lead t o  a common room. P e s e  rocnc 
are inkrconnected with horizontal tunnels t o  other rooms whicl? in turn hav 
the v e r t i c a l  shaf t  entrance system. h complete h i l l s ide  may be p ~ ~ ' m d  
with such shafts, although tho entranccs nre u s u d l y  obscur?d by wgetai-ion 
t o  tihe d o m e  t h a t  they look like s h e l l  cra terse  Destruction is  nccomp1i~'-
by placing charges in the w a l l s  of the rooms and shafts, thereby collapsing 
thE! ont i re  system. 

OI3SERVLTIOF: The und&gromd f o r t i f  i c a t i m  .system of the Bong Sax $ . 
i s  extcns1-n and w e l l  prepamcl. kdequate secur i ty  fo r  the p r i c d  of ti.: 
necessary f o r  engineers t o  destroy or  deny these fo r t i f i ca t ions  muzt be 
allocated, W i t s  encourrtering these systems m s t ,  i f  eng*cers a=-.? no.' 
r ead i ly  available, mpor t  the location and type of fortif ica5ioil  f o r  fuC.iz~-. 
destruction. f; special  task force of engineers and secur i ty  can tbec b-j 
dispatched t o  mmain on site until. t o t a l  d e s t r u c t i q  or, denLd i s  aoco--'j -

ITEM: , W a n t r y  u t i E z a t i o n  of organic mine dktectors and chaiz E: . A  

DISCUSSION: 1;ltbough each infantry bat ta l ion is authorized t-ao ns'..e 
detectors and each infantry company a chain saw, engineers support ing-me7-  
ver e l e m n t s  are usunUjr tasked f o r  dl 
prevents infantry personnel A.om becoming 

C 



SUBJECT: O p r a t i o n d  Report on Lcssons Learned k 
mdintenance of t h i s  cquipmnt. Tho s i tuat ion could concei~rzbly ar ise  wh 
the immediate use of theso items is necessary t o  accomplish the missim and 
enginecrs arc not immediately available. Examples am?the need t o  cut an 
LZ f o r  rnedcvac and suspicious arcas f a r  minos. Llso, un i t s  with organic 
chain saws can capi ta l ize  on t h e i r  nae fo r  bunker construction without 
having t o  request the sam support from supporting engineers. 

0CSERVI.TION: The Division Replacement Training Program s h d d  include 
an introduction t o  minc detectors and chain saws* This t ra ining can be 
continued during f i e l d  operations. Suppos-bing engineers are more than 
will ing t o  conduct t ra ining on minc detectors and chain saws whenever 
circumstances permit. 

ITEM: Fortification f o r  .Forward Landing Zones. 

DISCUSSION: The recent trend by 1 s t  A i r  Cavnlry Division un i t s  t o  
construct extensive for t i f i ca t ions  on fornard LZ ' s  which are u t i l i zed  but 
f o r  a short p r i o d  of time i s  undesirable from the standpoint t h a t  the 
rapid evacuation of these position precludes the rcmoval of the materials. 
f ~ tLZ ANCHOR (pa9 ~ 8 5 0 )appro&tely 1000 metcrs of t r i p l e  stancl-ard con- 
ccr t ina  fence was l e f t  in place. This wire i f  removed by the enemy, could 
be mixed with explosives t o  make anti-personnel mines, made into  t i r e  
damaging devices, hung between t r e e s  or across an LZ t o  dam@ a i rc ra f t ,  
etc. In  the same r e s p o t ,  bunker na tc r ia l  l e f t  on LZts may be reused f o r  
t hb  same purpose by the enemy. All materials insta l led an forward area 
LZ1s mud be evacuated or ?bcstroyed t o  preclude enemy ut i l izat ion.  For 
LZts destined t o  be u t i l i ~ d  f o r  short periods of time, the  XM-3'7 l inear  
mine could be u t i l i z e d  in l i e u  of estensive t a c t i c a l  wire and foxholes dug 
instead of bunkers. 

OBSERV~LTION. The enemy can use anfling we leave behind against Us. 
For t i f icat ions  i n  exccss of t h a t  which we ccm rapidly evacuate or destroy 
should-not be ins ta l led cn forward LZfs-unless t h a t  i iB  is plannod t o  occupy 
the LZ f o r  an extensive period of time. 

ITEM: CSJ Dispensing from GH-47fs. 

DISCUSSIOII: Drums of CS-1 ham been d i spnsed  from the CH-47 with 
success. I n i t i a l  drops were made by laying the rirums on t h e i r  side and 
ro l l ing  them out the e x i t  ramp. tn improved method of delivery has been 
perfected using a s t e a  rack with conveyor r o l l e r s  dlowing the drums t o  
s e t  upright an2 be pushed out the back of the ship. 

0BSERVf.TION: The now procedure i s  much easier  and safer  in  tha t  a 
s t a t i c  l ine  i s  used t o  arm the explosive a f t e r  the drum has l e f t  the aircraft .  

ITEM:  Colocating QRG' I i i rcraf t  with QRF Platoon. 

DISCUSSION: k plan was developed and executed t o  colocate both the  
infantry  troops and the l i f t  a i r c r a f t  involved in  the QRF. Previously both 
had been a t  difforcnt locations. The infantry is brought back nightly t o  
the laager base and briefed by the rcsponsiblc brigade and the l i f t  unit. 
S p c i f i c  a i r c r a f t  t o  be used are designated, and jtf intell igsnce dicta tes ,  
the f l i g h t  leader and the infantry platoon leador conduct a joint roconnais- 
sancc. I f  no requiromnt for  employing the force a r i scs  during the nigh$, 
they am a i r  assa+xd  the following morning into t h e i r  battalion's LO. The 
t h  requhmont  tha t  the QFlF i s  required t o  meet i s  tha t  it should be 
heliborne within 10 minutes of initial d e y t ,  

OI3SERV,LTION: The coll~ca$5ngd f  i n f ahhry and lift shi ps reduces 
reaction time and m k e s  the team concept a real i ty .  

ITEM: l r ti l l e r y  l i d v i s o ~ .  t o  .$Ji.pr@.; : , 
. 
, , 

. 
: * ,! .F- .,

' : I'. . (.. . . , 38 

DISCUSSION: Incidents re,porteil;of . m t i ~ e j r  r+ds b s t i n g  near 
the f l i g h t  nath of aircraft- &en the s&rcev df -f i rk '  kould not be determined. 



ing a t  all tirnes. 

ITEM: Mbing and booby trapp$g,of LZrs has increased. This i s  

par t icular i ly  t 'me .in LZts tha t  have been pre'viously used. 


DISCUSSION: On 22 lrpril  an a* assault  was conducted into LZ 

Honeycomb. Ground a r t i l l e r y  'did prep tho LZ, but the Tire missed the 

landing zone. Troops departing two a i rc ra f t  detonated mines which 

resultod in s o ~ i o u s  casualties and a i rc ra f t  damage, 


ODSERVLTION: Accurate &il&ry support i s  reemphasized. The aviation 

commander must e s r c i s e  h i s  responsibili ty t o  execute a go-around and 

continued tho f i r e s  whenever a prep i s  questionable. 


ITEM: Clearance of f i r e s  near AFlVN or  .subsector controlled areas. 

DISCUSSION: In ordor t o  rapidly react  t o  fire r c q u ~ s t s  t ha t  f o l l  in 
or near areas controlled by AFtVN, PF or CTDG Forces and t he i r  maneuver 
plans. Permission t o  f i r e  is requested for  large areas, comolcnsurnte with 
the ru les  of engagement. Periotlic checks are mado with AFtVN o f f ic ia l s  
%hroughouCthe day insuring tha t  the preclearod s ta tus  has not changed4 
This system allows immediate targct  engaplncnt in most areas d t h o u t  any 
t h  loss  trylng t o  st specific grids cle-d. 

0DSERVl.TION: This procedure aids- in tho rapidi ty  of de l i ve rhg  f h .  

M : Incorporation of all usef'd resources -in different  f i r o  

support plans. 


DISWSSION: In adctition t o  the a r t i l l e r y  and mortar defensive f i r e  
program established a t  battalion fire bases, other elenents, when available, 
w e r e  incorporated. L survepd searchlight and BC Scope permits immediate 
pinpointing of a location by coordinates or preplamed concentrations. This 
DC ScoFe/scarchlight combination provides a valuable i n f o d t i o n  gathering 
agency hours a day. The addition of a coUocated dircct  f i r e  wcapon, 
also surveyed and L i d ' o n  comnan direction, presents a pokn t  defensim 
pos i t im  fo r  base defense. h y  l ine  of s ight  target can be engaged by 
illumination, obscnmtion, direct ,  nnd i f  necessary, ind-ct f i r e  as  every- 
one is on a comon grid. Tho M-&! "Duster" 4hm SP automatic weapons offors 
the comm,mder another mobile defense weapon. The M-42's are located near 
the oenter of the area and have preplamed and m y c d  primer positions, 
i f  a$tacked or threatened by attaoks, they may be directed t o  procede t o  ang. 
station and react accordingly. 

OGSERVLTION: Defenm of a base area can be materiallp enhanced by 
incorporating a l l  available f i r e  p m r  and f i r e  support agencios ~ a single 
coordinated plan. 

ITEM: Inexperienced personnel and OJT training. 

DISCUSSION: Each Chinook trained rep- fresh from school has 
l i t t l e  exprionce. He i s  reluctant t o  d ig  into a job %then m d  Qith only 
academics. The student is provided with, som pract ical  t r a b h g ;  howaver, 
the r e a l  experience corlles only a f t e r  working in an op ra t i ng  unit. 

QDSEWLTION: Duplication of the exprience gahed in an operational 
un i t  is d i f f i cu l t  i f  not impossible. Pract ical  exprionce- can only be 
gained on-the-job. 4 l l  operating un i t s  mst plan for  t h i s  inevitable lack 
of maintenance exprience and provide the necessnry on-the-job training for 
a3J. inconing personnel. 

ITEM: Track Vehiclosi 
'. . <... :,.j. 

,DISCUSSION: Missions assigned the c a m  troop .€nvolye secrpi$t$ o f  '. ' " 1 ' . . !. 
principal l i ne s  of c o ~ i c a t i . o n ,  convoy escort,,: c& +Q&$s<&&+, .-.: ;-, . - . . .:;..!.1.. 2':.:. : ;., >; 

, , .- , 
,,,, '2. - !' 

-..&!;- I.. ,... . ' . 
, . ,' ,. . .,:-..' 

.;.j ;;::A, 

, ... . .  ,. ,.. .: .,, ::... .- ',

f 
. ' 

;:, < , .. (i 

. < .  A ; '  .>' 



SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned 

OBSERVATION: The inclusion of t rack vehicles t o  the organization of 
the  cavalry t roop  would provide a f a r  greater  capab i l i ty  fo r  cross-country 
maneuver, secur i ty  and reconnaissance operations . A i r  mobile operations 
would be enhanced ra ther  than hindered through the  use of a lightweight, 
air-transportable, t rack vehicle. 

ITIN: Language Barrier .  

DISCUSSION: The ba r r i e r  of an unfamiliar language continues t o  hamper 
operation with respect  t o  in te l l igence .  

O B S ~ V ~ T I O N :  The use of cards with key words opposing each other  
(e.g. Machine-gun . VN word fo r  machine .gun) has a s s i s t ed ,nd te r i a l ly  , 

i n  understandirig the  e s sen t i a l s  tha t  a VN nat ional  may be attempting t o  
convey. 

ITEM: Distr ibution of Detailed Intell igence.  

DISCUSSION: There e x i s t s  a mass of in te l l igence  information which 
when assembled presents an accurate picture of the  organization, t ra in ing,  
t a c t i c s ,  weapons, and p o l i t i c a l  s t ruc tu re  znd control  of the  enemy. There 
is  a tendency t o  f a i l  t o  present t h i s  information i n  a log ica l  form t o  the  
f ight ing units. 

ITEM: Use of ~ i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  search operations. 

DISCUSSION: Each d i s t r i c t  has a nmber of v i lkge /hun le t  chiefs who 
know the  people of the  area  2nd the Lay of the land. For the most par t  
these loca l  GVN leaders a re  anxious t o  a s s i s t  in t h e i r  v i l lage/kmlet  areas,  

OBSERVATION: .Coordination with MHCV advisors fo r  assistance hzs 
resul ted  i n  the  capture of numerous confirmed VC who might htve gone 
unnoticed without the ass is tance  of v i l l a g e / h d e t  o f f i c i b l s  who pointed 
them out. Every e f f o r t  should be m d e  t o  u t i l i z e  these  loca l  o f f i c i a l s .  

ITEM:- Counter Measures by NVA t o  Friendly Propaganda. 

DISCUSSION: The spec ia l  r a l l y  day fo r  the  18th NVA Regiment caused t;le 

EVA cadre t o  place t h e i r  uni ts  i n  posit ion and keep them there  for  two days, 
thus rendering them ineffec t ive  f s r  t h&t  period. Rally week f o r  the 22d 
WA Regiment was not successful i n  e i t h e r  bot t l ing  up the enemy o r  causing 
defections; however, interrogation repor ts  show t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s  
in t ens i f i ed  t r a in ing  during the  week 22 Feb - 1 Mar 67. 

OEERVLTION: The enemy w i l l  r e s t r i c t  operations f o r  l imited periods 
o f  time (one o r  t w 3  dz+) t o  o f f se t  ef fec t ive  a l l i e d  propag~nda; however, 
fo r  longer periods, countermeasures i n  the  form of stepped up p o l i t i c a l  
indoctrinztion are  used. 

ITH: Propaganda Technique (Person t o  .person) . 
DISCUSSION: On 25 April 1967, two members o f  2 .  gue r r i l l a  &.nd were 

found l iv ing  among refugees from the  A n  Lao Valley; both agreed to contect .  
personal aqusitances i n  t h e i r  old uni t .  On 26 and 28 April an addi t ional  
13 Viet Cong turned t h b e l v e s  i n  t o  1 s t  Cavalry uni ts  and each have agreed 
t o  make personal contact with t h e i r  former comrades i n  an e f f o r t  t o  cause 
mass defections.  

OBSERVATION: The d i r e c t  person t o  person approach f o r  Psyops is  most 
productive i f  absolute secrecy and secur i ty  a r e  provided the  t a rge t  
audiences. 

: . .
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DISCUSSION: Nost of t he  be t te r  educated people i n  t h e  A0 have moved t o  
Government controlled areas, leaving behind the  l e s s  l i t e r a t e  of t he  population 
who do not understand m m y  of t he  l e a f l e t s  messages. 

OBSERVATION: It was found tha t  a simple message with a supporting 
picture o r  sketch i s  more e f fec t ive  than t he  s2phisticated l e a f l e t s  i n  
standard use. 

ITEN: Reaching the  ta rge t  audience. 

DISCUSSION: Although many hundreds of  thousands of l e a f l e t s  have been 
disseminated, many of the Viet Cong say they do not understand how t o  ra l ly ,  
nor do they apprehend the  Chieu Hoi program a s  it applies  to than. This i s  
especial ly t r ue  of l o c a l  VC who have not act ively supported t he  Viet Cong 
recently. 

OBSEHVATION: Specific ru l e s  of ~ e l i g j b i l i t y -  f d r  t h e  Chieu Hoi p r o g r m  
should be published on posters a d  l e a f l e t s  i n  an a t tanpt  t o  eliminate ac t ive  
Viet Cong supporters a d  break down the infrastructure.  

ITEM: ~s tab l i shment  of Denial Areas. 

DISCUSSION: The enemy r e l i e s  on c r i t i c a l  t e r r a in  i n  the form of pa r t i a l l y  
inaccessible populated and r i c h  valleys i n  t h e  central  coas ta land  highland 
regions where he can stage for  at tacks i n t o  adjacent GVN controlled and 
contested areas. To deny the enemy use of these staging areas by removing h i s  
source of support - population and resources, such as r ice ,  c a t t l e ,  she l te r  
w i l l  help t o  s igni f icant ly  reduce h is  effectiveness. 

OBSERVATION: Estabiish Denial kress where t he  e n e q  habitually seeks 
support and haven by evacuating the population, l ivestock and crops and 
destroying dwellings. 5kploi.t the  Denial Areas by conducting combat operations 
pe r iod i cd ly  i n  t he  area t o  monitor changes i n  the si tuat ion.  H and I programs 
can be planned throughout t h e  area t o  r e s t r i c t  enemy movement. Rules of 
engagement s t i l l  apply for  observed f i r e .  GVN must conduct Psyops and other 
controls t o  prevent c iv i l ians  from reentering the  areas. A bonus e f fec t  of 
establ ishing Denial Areas i s  t h a t  the populbtion and resources evacuated came 
under GVN control. 

ITDf: Rice harvest operations in VC controlled, contested and denial  
areas. 

DISCUSSION: When refugees a r e  generated by voluntary or involuntary 
migration from VC controlled, contested and denial  areas they leave growing 
r i ce  crops behind, that  w i l l  be r i pe  and usable a t  a l a t e r  date. 

OBSERVATTON: 0p.erations t o  harvest r i c e  in these areas can be conducted 
t o  deny the r i c e  t o  the enemy a d  use i t  t o  help feed the refugees. D i s t r i c t  
paramilitary forces can provide control  and l oca l  secur i ty  E 3 r  refugees 
returning t o  h r v e s t  r ice ,  while US o r  MVN forces provide outer securi ty and 
transportation. 

ITEM: Popular Forces Part icipat ion in Civic Action. , 

DISCUSSION: The part icipat ion of Popular Forces in combined civic act ion 
projects  i s  highly desirable from an overal l  program standpoint, but is  aften 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  obtain on a project  leve l .  The Tu Luong Bridge project i n  An Tuc 
D i s t r i c t  was signif icant  a s  being the f i r s t  project in the area where a 
majority of the  labor was provided by the  l oca l  Popular Forces d t .  The 
pride of accomplishment a d  resu l t ing  publici ty for  the Populer Forces w i l l  
fos te r  future cooperation. 

1. Popular Forces part icipat ion was obtained by pointing out the  
advantages o f t h e i r ' p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t o  the Dis t r ic t  Chief and ihe WlVN securi ty 
forces chief i n  the d i s t r i c t .  Points emphasized were f a s t e r  project completion 
and t he  favorable ~ u b l i c i t y  fo r  the P o ~ u l a r  Forces within the d i s t r i c t .  P ~ r t -
cipation directed bi the,~s6clf.j$: fy;fg,, ,chief  ensured ~ ? - a t ~ o n  leader 

' I .  
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/ SUBJECT: Operation 

b' 
The commendation of t h e  Popular Force e f f o r t  combined with t a c t f u l  comments 
on weak areas  r e su l t ed  i n  a continual  improvement i n  t h e  PF labbr.  

3. Photographs taken during. t h e  construction highlighted PF and 

j o in t  v i l l age r  and PF par t ic ipa t ion .  The plaque placed on t h e  bridge a t  

t he  dedica t ion  emphasized t h a t  t h e  bridge was constructed by the  v i l l age r s  

and Popular Forces with t h e  ass is tance  of USAID, 1st Cavalry Division, 

and US c i v i l i a n  contractors.  Copies of the photographs were given t o  MS. 

The Assistant  Division Commander praised t h e  Popular Force pa r t i c ipa t ion  a t  

t he  dedication ceremony i n  the  presence of t h e  Province Chief. 


4. Popular Force Elements a r e  proud of t h e i r  pzr t ic ipa t ion  i n  t h e  

bridge construction.  D i s t r i c t  Of f i c i a l s  a r e  receptive t o  new jo in t  US-PF 

v i l l age  projec ts .  


ITEM: Reaction plan f o r  ser ious  incidents,  accidents,  a . s t roc i t ies  or  

nz tu re l  d i sa s t e r s .  


DISCUSSION: Serious inc idents  and accidents caused by US Forces conduct- 

ing  combat operations can have an adverse e f f ec t  upon VN-US re l a t ions .  

E f fo r t s  must be made t o  reduce these e f f e c t s  by immediate response of US 

Forces. Atroci t ies  conanitted by the eneniy upon t h e  Vietnamese should be 

exploited t o  p k c e  t h e  blame on the  VC and undermine h i s  c r ed ib i l i t y .  

Exploitat ion must be t'imely to  be e f f i c i e n t .  Civic ac t ion ,  objectives can bL 

fu r the r  r ea l i zed  by M e d i a t e  ass is tance  by US Forces t o  o i v i l i a s  s t r i c k e n  

by na tu ra l  d i sa s t e r s .  


OBSERVATION: Operation REBOUND is a plan presently in e f f e c t  t h a t  is  

designed t o  accomplish the  objectives s t a t ed  zbove. Each major cormnand t h a t  

i s  responsible f o r  a piece of r e a l  e s t a t e  has a provisional  organization f o r  


a REBOUND t e r n  which can be r ap id ly  dispatched t o  the scene of one of these  
events t o  take  ~ p p r o p r i a t e  action.  Each team i s  t a i l o r e d  t o  meet t he  s i t w t f o n  
but should include elements of the  following: C i v i l  Affairs ,  Medical, PIO, 
Engineers, Psyops, Mil i ta ry  Police, s ecu r i ty  and work p r t i e s  i f  needed. 
Representation by l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  National Police and other Vietnameqe o f f i c l a l a  
should be arranged upon implementation of  t h i s  plan. ExampLes of t he  function 
t h a t  c2n be done by t h e  team are :  r e l i e f  t o  s t r i cken  vict ims (solatiurn 
payments, medical a s s i s t ance  and evzcuation, repai r  of damaged property), 
exploi ta t ion  of  i n t e l l i gence  and propaganda, publ ic i ty  f o r  c iv i c  ac t ion .  

ITm: Employment of D i s t r i c t  Authori t ies t o  Conduct Major Population 

Control Operations. 


DISCUSSION: Every e f f o r t  should be made t o  encourage the  GVN t o  conduct 
operations t h a t  concern cont ro l  of t he  population such as 'population evacuation 
e t c .  T h i s  helps the  l o c a l  GVN au tho r i t i e s  t o  f o s t e r  repect  among the  people 
and e s t ab l i sh  p re s t ige  for  themselves. In order t o  insure achieving these 
objectives the re  must be absolute assurance of success of t he  operation, 
otherwise pres t ige  and respect  i s  l o s t .  

OBSERVATIDN: No population cont ro l  operation should be undertaken by GVN 

au tho r i t i e s  unless success i s  certain.  I f  there  i s  doubt, advisors and US 

eiements must prevent f a i l u r e  by o f fe r ing  t h e  ass is tance  tha t  i s  needed t o  

make the  operation successful .  Often district,GVN o f f i c i a l s  a r e  unable t o  

thoroughly an t i c ipa t e  the  problems t h a t  might a r i s e .  Their plan mu;t be 

t rouble  shot and advice and mater ia l  ass is tance  offered where necessary t o  

prevent f a i l u r e  and lo s s  of  face.  


ITEM: Rehabi l i ta t ion  of C iv i l  Defendants. 

DISCUSSION: After t h e  Central  Collection Point was establianed,  it became 
necessary t o  hold C iv i l  Defendants t he re  f o r  c?n extended period. The 
accumulation of hundreds of these  parsonnel created problems i n  t h a t  t he re  was 
a considerable amount of i n a c t i v i t y  and uneasiness. Concurrently the  need f o r  
school furnishings i n  Hoai Nhon ~ i s t r i c t  
i n i t i a t e d  to  build over 200 school benches 
labor.  Other detainees werc used t o  impro 
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OBSERVATION: When large  numbers of personnel are  detained f o r  an 
appreciable.period of time, look f o r  evidence o f  unrest among them, inves t igate  
detainee capabi l i t ies  and s k i l l s ,  and u t i l i z e  these s k i l l s  t o  accomplish 
meeded and meaningful projec ts .  

LOGISTICS 

ITEM: Rear-area supply and service.  

DISCUSSION: Requests f o r  supplies and services normzlly k n d l e d  through 
rear-area channels continue t o  receive l e s s  than desired a t tent ion.  It is  
understood tha t  forward area  units must receive pr ior i ty ,  however v a z d  due- 
outs, a s  t h i s . u n i t  holds for  ice-chests, water t r a i l e r s ,  and f i r e  extinguishers 
must be f i l l e d  i f  the t o t a l  suppLy system i s  t o  operate. 

OBSERVATION: A continuous in ter rogat ion of u n i t  records i.nsures v a l i d i t y  
of requis i t ion .  Instances of t h i s  nature give r i s e  t b  llscroungingll, t h e  prime 
detriment t o  a mrking supply system. 

ITEN: Construction Equipnent: 

DISCUSSION: Operations THUYER II, PERSHING, and L;EJEUNE again emphasized 
the need for addi t ional  items of construction equipment. Asphplt d i s t r ibu to r s  
a r e  e s sen t i a l  items for  t h e  application of dust  pa l l i a t ives .  k water d i s t -
r ibutor  i s  needed t o  obtain optimum moisture content fo r  t h e  compction of 
so i l s .  To accomplish missions which require such equipment, it was necessary 
t o  borrow items o r  t o  use f i e l d  expedients. More often than not t h i s  course 
of action was unreliable o r  resulted i n  unsatisfactory ecuipment. 

OBSERVATIONS: The 8th  Engineer Battal ion cennot r e l y  on non4 iv i s iona l  
engineer un i t s  t o  support the  bat ta l ion  with mission e s sen t i a l  items of eouip- 
ment a t  a l l  times, nor can t h e  division depend upon non-divisional engineer 
support t o  accomplish the  tasks  requiring cer ta in  equipment. Asphalt and 
water d i s t r ibu to r s  have long been ~pproved for  i s s u r  a s  additions t o  the 
bat ta l ion1s equipment. 

ITEM: Lopg s t r aps  fo r  Sling Loads. 

DISCU3SION: Long rigging s t r aps  on engineer eauipment ( the  D6-B Dozer 
i n  par t icular )  cause take-off and landing t o  be more d i f f i c u l t ,  A t  a time 
when mixhum power 2nd l i f t  is required, t h e  long s t r aps  prevent the  crane 
from t ~ k i n gf u l l  advantage of ground effec t ,  thereby reducing l i f t  capabil i ty.  

0BSERVUTU)N:. Time and egain it laas been s t a t ed  t h a t  we mlst k v e  shor t e r  
r igging s t r aps  i f  we a re  t o  continue hauling the  hecvy equipment i n  hot rfeatBner.. 
Yet, shor t  s t r aps  have appeered only now and then i n  recent operations.. 

ITEM: Att6.chment of Combzt Units. 

DISCUSSION: Attzchment of non-di ,is inn  wits t o  elements of the  1s t  
Air Cavalry Division creates many support problems, 

OBSH1VxTIGN: When attachment occurs support  arrangements must be f m C d  
up beforehand. A s  a m?nh.lm, 2 system f o r  normal resupply of s ~ r t s  t o  the 
should be effected.  I n  addition, maintemnce agencies must be iden t i f i ed  
t o  provide da i ly  support and these 3:gencies must be given the r,esources t o  
complete t h e i r  requiremnts .  Where more than one headguarters ' is  involved a 
wr i t t en  document should be drawn up ident i fy ing t h e  sgency and services it  will 
supply. 

ITBN: Loose Ammunition i n  Sl ing Load Operations. 

DISCUSSION: Ammo, care less ly  rigged, can be a hazn-d t o  property and 
personnel on the  ground. I f  l o s t  it can a l so  be used by the eneqy f o r  making 
booby t raps .  
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OBSERVLTION: Rigging personnel m e t  ho made 
exerted on exLernal cargo loads in f l ight .  Those loads t h a t  have been 
haphazardly rigged or have weak or otherwise f a u l t y  webbing be l o s t  during 
flight. 

ITEM: G r W d  Guides in Sl5rig Load Opcrationg. 

DISCUSSION: A ground guide i s  oT no @ue whatsoever if  he cannot be :. 
seen. I;n most ceses a sm@+,gcenodei s  adeph te  fo r  marking ayop s i t e s  and 
it provides the p i l o t  w i t h  dtal information. There are tirees, howevsf.;'uhon 
a ground, guide i s  .desired. -

. . 

ODSERVirTION: 'Sh order. t o  be c f f e o t % c ,  tho guide 'must posltion himself-  
f&. enough 'upwind.f 0' be seen by the p i l o t  hovering high over the  desired drop 
sits) h .good r u l e  for the guide i s  t w  keep p i l o t s  head in sit&. k l c se  
deSir'&ble alternati im i s  t o  get close t o  the loed being lowrodiand sipal up 
t o  crewman in the rear scd, 

-OTHER 

ITEM? Excassivc outagos caused by b r o b n  w i r e  l i n e s  the v i c i n i t y  
of engineer cor.&mctim areas  continues t o  .boa serious problem. 

DISCUSSION: The rehabf l i ta t ion of roads in the forward CP 'areas is a 
c o n t ~ a u aengineer task. The constant t r a f f i c  of h e a v  equipme?% in these 
areas o a s e s  o u t a g s  on w i m  l i n e s  t h a t  nre l a i d  on the surface or buried 
beneath roads. ' 

ODSRVIiTION: h e n e v c r  ossible,wire s h d d d  be rcgted overhead and 
marlpa with engineer t a p .  r&&ept i n the v i c i k i t y  of ~ e l i ~ a d ) .  Compl.j.3nm 
w i t h  t h i s  policy has resul ted in a marked reduc t im of w i r e  l h e  outages 8% 
LZ English. 

ITEM: Rainy Season Repairs t o  CH47L Blades. 

DISCUSSION: During the ra iny  season f iberglass  repa i r s  cannot be accom-
plished unless the blade i s  remomd, and plzced ur& cover. This process 
involves a 75%inoreass in maintenance time. 

OUSERVLTIOlT: That ssow, s o r t  of t o o l  could be devised t o  h c l o s e  a 
portinn of the blade while it i s  on the air&r&. 1. plywood box, designed t o  
f i t  the m a t w  of the b h d e  and hduse two heat producing light bulbs 6be 
used t o  ' a l l o w  f iborglass  blade ropaFrs duxing inclement weather. 

I T E M :  Elimination of L a t e r d  Vibratians on UH-1 Rotor Systems. 

DISWSSION: The eliminatioll of lciteral vibrations has always been a 
problom. Dside fro? the problem of readi ly  iclentFfyine a lalard vibration 
as f e l t  on tho groundo a e a t  deal of confusion e x i s t s  a s  ;o which Slade 
vne  disc repmt  in m i  Kigh t )  and t o  what extant. In many cares, the 
correct  was selected random), but an insuff ic ient  amount of t a p  w a s  
added t o  create noticeable dynamic c h a g e  and consequently the other blade 
became a suspect. This was time consuming, h i t  o r  m i s s  process a d  delayed 
return of the airoraft t o  an a i z w o r w  stcitus.=Ln almost foolproof mthod 
e x i s t s  t o  ellminate the problem of trouble shooting laterals. Whcn a severe 
lateral i s  present, the use of a tracking f l a g  w i l l  de tect  %he d i sc reamt  
( l igh t )  blade and make it cvident by the following: 

1. Of the two strikes on the tracking f lag,  ths longor of Gha two uill 
be the l i g h t  blade and the one requiring might.  Generally, two t o  t en  wraps of 
two inch t a p  w i l l  Qe suff ic ient  t o  br-lng the blade 5nto balance under the 
above inclication. .Weight t o  t a p  r a t i o  i s  l i s t e d  below. 

2. I f  only one h i t  on the traeking f l a g  i s  evident, the b lah  t h a t  
strFkes the f l a g  i s  the l i g h t  bl@e\ a@. the one . ~ q u i s 2 n gweight. b o t h i s  
case, :emn greater amounts of w.,h$Xk {Myre.qved,. soip4ime s a s  m y  a s  
twenty-two w r n q s ,  The sever i ty  bf'%hella+&.:tJiIZ 'be'gd%e''piiQ.ent t o  p i l o t s  
in t h i s  case and it i s  f a i r l y  .sac$ 'to: sWt Gi;Tith '&&tk o  ten wr&s initiaJ3.y.-
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OGSERVfATICW; A'.number of rokor blades h m  bcon ~ l e n s o dfOF u s  t h a t  
w r e  manufactured shorter than blueprint tolormcc. Thcrcfore, it L s  p o s s % U  
t o  gct  an indication similar t o  (1)or  (2) abow during the tracking process, 
but without tho associct.ed l a t e r a l  vibration i n  the airframe. It should not 
hc assunicd t h a t  onc of the vibrations undcr these conditions, makc a tab on 
the tracking f l a g  with masking t a p .  This w i l l  allow thc long lslacld t o  cut 
thc tab and the short  bladc to  learn a mark. Normal tracking proccduros can 
then be followed. 

WEIGHT TO TiSE N.TI0 

f B f  mock1 &f ro to r  Onf. wrap 2'' tape e q u d  t o  3.1 ounces i n  b a t .  
T D ~model 4.8' ro to r  Onc map 22"t a p  equal t o  3.4 ounces in b&t, 
'13' model 4 4 1  rotor  Qne wrap 2" t a p  equal t o  2,.@ ounces in & L t ,  

ITEM: b a k i n g  M a i n  Rdtor ~ldekips c d s  on UH-XI and D aircraf t .  

. DISCUSSION:Lcaging s o d s  ham k e n  a major cause f o r  premature removil. 
of main rotor  hubs f o r  d e m d  mintcnmce. This condition is fur ther  agaa-
vatcd whon o p r a t i n g  the a i rcraf t  i n  a dusty or smdy environment. Since 
contrifbgal force scorns t o  s e d  the seals  during f l i g h t ,  the leakage normally 
occurs in  the s t a t i c  pasition. The following mothod has provcn h i m  suc~?*--
ful jn e l imina tbg  the.% It-&a. 

1; Disassemble the hub g r t ~ sand thvc,ru&ly clo.NI dl a f f e c b d  p&sa 

2. Install new s e d s  and roassmbb the r o t o r  hub. 

3. Scrvice the blade g r i p  d t h  ll(m o i l .  

. OBSERVhTION. In.moSt cases the leak wiU. b a l iminabd  f o r  r e d i n g  

hours on th? hub :assembly. 


ITEM: Eridgspans. 

DISCUSSION: Pref abrtccatod b r i d g s p m s  weighin,:; up t o  almost 8 tons m d  

varying in length to ,about 70 fce t  can be succossfulLy l i f t o d  f o r  short  

distances and s e t  in p law by the CH-54,. 


0CSERVI.TION:' With adequate, plnnning, preparatian, and coordination 

between f l i g h t  personnel and engineer personnel, considerable tint c m  be cut 

from the t o t a l  construction tQo.. This t y p  operation , i s  most successful wfiw 

aviation ~ r s o n n c lt o  bo involm.4 p a d % c i ~ a t ealso in  e a r l y  planning. 


ITEM: Drogue Chute op CH-~$7 and CH-54. 

DIS$USSION: When s l ing  loadbg the CH-47, a drogue &to i s  a d e f i n i k  

asset  md necessity i f  my distoncc i s  involved. The chute w i l l  provide the 

needed s t a b i l i t y  a t  +&e cost of only a few knots a i r spod ,  I f  the chuk  

detaohos fn f l i g h t ,  tho resu l t ing  asc i l l a t ion  may require the  helicoplter t o  

jetisson i t s  load. 


ODSERVLTION: The c h t e  i s  attachcd t o , t h c  a f t  end of the Chinook 

u t l U z i n g  a svlvcl  connector t o  preclude twisk?d suspension l i n e s  which would 

result in the chute collapsing. Gddi t iond work needs t o  be dono in t h i s  mea 

t o  determine what dro,gue chute . a t t a c h e n t  and number a d  size of drogue chutes 

are most effoctp-. 


ITEM:  Section Equiptent on 'l5!?rnHowitzers. 

DISCUSSION: The p~acticr?o f  nttashing section gar t o  gun t ~ a i l sf o r  

movcmnt by CH-5lfr i s  not acqeptablo during thc hot months. The & reason 

'Is simply too mch weighC. I J s o  by past  expr icnce  tho typicall &131~ly 

posit ion gonerally i s  a vcry poor landing m a  which furthca reduces the 

safe ty  mar@. 


O ~ R V P ~ T I O N ' :  Section squlpmnt attachod..$~,,-1;$za.s.mkt-% ~ ' , l i n i t e dt o  
::. y .- * 
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SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned 

ITEM: Smoke Grenades vs  Tear Gas. f o r  lliarking L!Z 's 

DISCUSSION: The a d v a t a s  of u s i n g  smoke t o  mark landing areas a r e  
numerous. Smoke i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  area e f f ec t ive ly  and provides p i l o t  with 
valuable wind informat ion. Do not use gas grenades f o r  t h i s  ~ u r p o s e  1 
Obviously, incapaci tat ion of the  p i l o t s  could have d isas t rous  consequences. 

OBSERVATION: Rcquiro reemphasis on correct  use and proper se lec t ion  
of  pyrotechnics f o r  marking LZ' s. 

PART I1: Recommendations. 

FOR COBB3;LQTDEX: 

3&3w 
GEOiiGE 6. C.13EY 
Colonel GS 
Chief of S t a f f  

8 I n c l  
1. 	 1st Cav Div (MJ) organization s t ruc tu re  and l i s t  of u n i t s  a t  Camp 

Radclif f 

3. 	 Attack on LZ E i r d  v	 w 

5. 	 Task Organizat ion 

6 .  	 Aviation Data 

7. 	 TAC A i r  S q p o r t i n g  Forces 

8. 	 Psy Ops Leaf l e t s  



1 '  AVFA-GC-OT (23 May 67) 1st Ind 
SUBJSCT: Operational iieport of Lessons Learned fo r  Guarterly Period mding 

30 April 1967 (u) 

1 :  	Assistant Chief of Staff fo r  Force Development, Department of the  Army, 
lflashington D.C.; 20310 

1. (u) 	 has reviewed the  1 s t  Cavaiw Division Upera- This ' ~ e a d ~ u a r t e r s  
t i ona l  Report of Lessons Learned fo r  the quarterly period ending 30 April . 
1967, and pertinent comments are a s  follows: 

2. (6) Reference paragraph 4f (6), Section I (page a)- IntelUgence: 
Concur. Headquarters, MACV l e t t e r ,  subject: AFtVN Interpreter  Program, dated 
U, June 1967, s t a t e s  t h a t  a review of requirements f o r  ARVN in terpre ters  w i u  
be made i n  the  near future. 

3. (c) Reference paragraph 5e (1)(ej, Section I (page 34) - Operations 
and Training: Non Concur. In tegral  smoke generators have been employed by other 
aviation units OFCON t o  IFFORChT with unarmed a i r c r a f t  (sl icks)  with apparent 
success. The practice of l imit ing the employmat of the smoke generator t o  an 
a i r c r a f t  incapable of using i t s  maximum cdpability, i.e., large tank (armed a i r -  
craf t ) ,  severely cu r t a i l s  the u t i l i t y  of t h i s  item of equipment. 

4. (C) Reference paragraph 7a, Section I (page 49) - C i v i l  Affairs: 
Concur. The organization has an outstanding Civi l  Affairs, and Populous and 
Hesources Control Program which has obtained outstanding resul ts .  It has a l so  
provided strong support t o  the  t a c t i c a l  mission a s  well a s  t he  overall  pacifica- 
t ion  effort :  

5. ( c )  Reference paragraph 7d, Section I (pages 53 and 54) - 'Psycholo-
g ica l  Operations : 

a. Paragraph 7d (1) (c) 1: Concur. The requirement t o  furnish printing 
support fo r  the  1st Cavalry Division was placed on the llha Trang Detachment of 
245th PsyOp Company by the 245th PsyOp Company. 

b. Paragraph 7d ( l ) ( c )  2: Concur. kn 0-2 a i r c r a f t  was stationed a t  
Qui Whon on 5 July 1967 fo r  on c a l l  support of the  division, which w i l l  eliminate 
the three hours per day f ly ing time from Nha Trang t o  Qui Nhon and return. 

c. Paragraph 7d (1) (c) 2: Mass media support became effective in 
the P.c&SHING area of operation on 26 June 1967, when the  radio s ta t ion a t  Qui 
Mhon began broadcasting with i t s  new 250 foot antenna. The radio coverage i s  
approximately 70 miles which w i l l  a id  the  PsyOp e f fo r t  i n  Binh 1)inh Province. 

d. Paragraph 7d (1)(d) &: Concur. The 0-2 a i r c r a f t  with i ts  more 
powerful speaker system should greatly increase he effectiveness of the  ae r i a l  
loudspeaker appeals. 
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e. Paragraph 7d ( l ) ( d )  2: Concur. ~aximumemphasis i s  placed on t h e  
delivery of propaganda materials  t o  a l l  Or'CON units. The primary problem a r i s e s  
when t h e  amount of l e a f l e t s  i s  in excess of a U-lu o r  0-2 a i r c r a f t  load and 
not la rge  enough t o  cons t i tu te  a p a l l e t  f o r  a C7A a i r c r a f t .  However, m x h u m  
u t i l i z a t i o n  of avai lable cargo space i s  being used t o  improve t h i s  s i tuat ion.  

6. (c) Reference page 57, Section T I ,  Par t  I, keconnaissance by Fire; 
Commanders Observations: Non concur. The ru le s  of engagemat current ly in force 
allow the conduct of reconnaissance by f i r e  in areas  cleared by t h e  appropriate 
RVN o f f i c i a l s  i n  accordance with IUCV Directive 525-18. I f  the  f i r e s  a r e  observed 
and the  t a rge t  a rea  i s  iden t i f i ed  a s  enemy, t h e  f i r i n g  may be conducted without 
clearance. F i r e  may be delivered on suspected enemy areas i n  v i l l ages  and 
hamlets provided they a r e  observed and properly cleared, and pr ior  warning 
has been given. The responsiveness of the  a r t i l l e r y  f o r  reconnaissance by 
f i r e  type missions and the  prerogative of the  maneuver commander f o r  i t s  use 
can be enhanced su f f i c i en t ly  by obtaining p r io r  clearance f o r  suspected enemy 
areas  i n  which un i t s  w i l l  operate. Further relaxat ion of t h e  exis t ing  ru le s  
of engagement i s  not considered advisable. 

7. ( C )  Reference page 64, Section 11, Par t  I - Commander's Observations: 
Concur. Coordination has been effected with G4, 1st Cavalry a iv is ion  (iiirmobile) 
t o  ascer ta in  speci f ic  shortages mentioned o r  implied in items one through four, 
page 64 of the operational report.  Additional research w i l l  be required before 
t h e  division can detelrnine i t s  exact requirements. Upon rece ip t  of this 
infomat ion  this headquarters w i l l  take necessary follow-up act ion on exist ing 
shortages and equipment improvement reconnnendations. 

8. (c) Reference page 65, Section 11, Par t  I - Commander's Observations: 
Non concur. 

a. Elimination of Latera l  Vibrations on UH-1 Rotor Systems: Standard 
procedures f o r  blade tracking a r e  a s  indicated i n  Dl's 55-1520-2ll-20 and 'Bf 
55-1520-2ll-35. No other  published procedure i s  authorized. The 1st Cavalry 
Division has been informed t o  sutw.it an equipment improvement report .  

b, Leaking Main Rotor Blade Grip Seals on UHlB and UHlD a i r c r a f t :  
Standard procedures f o r  r epa i r  and/or prevention of such leaks  a r e  a s  estab- 
l i shed  i n  'IN'S 55-1520-211-20 and I M  55-1520-U1-35. An equipment improve- 
ment recommendation has been submitted by t h e  1st Aviation Brigade. Pending 
approval of the,recommendation by t h e  US Army Aviation Command, no other  
pub l i shed  procedure i s  authorized, 

FOR TKZ COlIQlANDm: 

8 Inc l s  
nc 



2d Indorsement was not received at Headquarters Department of Army 




GPOP-DT (23 May 67) 3d Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operat ional  Report f o r  the  Q u a r t e r l y  Period Ending 30 Apr i l  1967 

from HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) (RCS CSFOR-65) 

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 18 ~ C T 1 9 6 7  

TO: 	 Ass i s t an t  Chief of  S t a f f  f o r  Force Development, Department of the  
Army, Washington, D,  C .  20310 

This headquarters  has evaluated sub jec t  r e p o r t  and forwarding indorse- 
ments and concurs i n  the  r epor t  a s  indorsed. 

FOR THE C0MMAM)ER IN CHIEF: 

K. F. OSBOURN 

8 	I n c l  U J ,  AGC 

nc Asst AG 
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SUBJECT: Operational fieport on Lessons Learned 

1, (C) The following i s  a l i s t i n g  of a l l  mi l i t a rg  un i t s  s tat ioned 
a t  Camp Radclif f. 

a. 1s t  Air Cavalry Division assigned units: 

1st Brigade ( ~ i r b o r n e )  
2d Brigade 
3d Brigade 
5th Cavalry, 1s t  Battal ion 
5th Cavalry, 2d Battal ion 
7 th  Cavalry, 1 s t  Bat tal ion 
7th Cavalry, 2d Battal ion 
7 th  Cavalry, 5th Battal ion 
8 th  Engineer Bat tal ion 
8th Cavalry, 1 s t  Bat tal ion 
8 th  Cavelry, 2d Battalion 
9th Cavalry, 1 s t  Squadron 
11 t h  Aviation Group 
11 t h  General Support Aviation Company 
12th Cavalry, 1s t  Battal ion 
12th Cavalry, 2d Battal ion 
13th Signal  Bat tal ion 
15th Medical Bat tal ion 
15th Administrative Company. '. 
15th  Supply and Service Battatlion 
1 5th Transportation Corps Battal ion (&I&S) 
19th Artil lepy, 2d Battal ion (105 Towed) ( ~ i r b o r n e )  
20th Ar t i l le ry ,  2d Bat ta l ion  ( ~ e r i a l  Rocket Arty) 
21st  Ar t i l le ry ,  1st Battal ion (1 05 Towed) 
27th Maintenance att tali on 
41st Public Informztion Detachment (Team FB) 
42d Public Information Detachment (Team FB) 
77th Ar t i l le ry ,  7 s t  Battal ion (1 05 ~owed)  
82d Ar t i l le ry ,  E Battery ( ~ v n )  
227th Aviation Battalion ( ~ s s a u l t  ~ e l i c o p t e r )  
228th Aviation Battal ion (Assault Support ~ e l i c o p t e r )  
229th Aviation Battal ion (Assault Helicopter) 
545th Mil i ta ry  Police Cornpaw 
HHC, 1 st A i r  Cavalry Division 
HHC, Division Ar t i l l e ry  
HHC & Band, Support Comnd 

b. 1 s t  fir Cavalry Division attached units:  

14th MiUtary History Detachment 

1 7th Ar t i l le ry ,  2d Battal ion (1 05 Towed) 

25th Infantry Platoon (scout Dog) 


' ", ,y$r;y$';.-c.; 5:; ;? 
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26th Chemical Detachment 

34th Infantry Platoon (scout ~ o g )  

41st C i v i l  Affairs  Company (Teams 4, 6, 1 1 , 12, 13) 

54th Infantry Detachment (Ground ~adar)  

54th Signal Battalion, Detachment I 

184th ChemicU Platoon 

I 91st Military Intel l igence Detachment 

241 st Signal Detachment ( CH-54 Avionics support ) 

371st Radio ResearcH Company 

382d Transpoptation Detachment (~d-54 DS ~a in tenance )  

478th Aviation Company ( CH-54) 


c. 1st A i r  Cavalry Division provisional units:  

I s t  Aviation Detachment (Provisional) 

17th Ar t i l le ry ,  2d Battalion, D Battery (Provisional) 

h Khe A m y  Airf ie ld  Command ( ~ r o v i s i o n a l )  


d. The following units comprise the An Khe Sub Area Command: 

13th Finance Detachment 

34th Supply and Service Battalion (DS) 

4th Medical Detachment (VFI) 

25th Ordnance Detachment .(EoD) 

27th Transportation Detachment (TTP) 

43d Engineer Detachment (Maintenance) 

52d Engineer Detachment (Fi re  ruck) 

86th Engineer Detachment ( u t i l i t i e s )  

178th Maintenance Company (DS) ( ~ i v i s i o n )  

235th Quartermaster Detachment (POL) 

252d Quartermaster Detachment (POL) 

359th Transport.ation Det~chment 

504th Mil i tary Pouce  Platoon 

51 4th Quartermaster Detachment 

527th Ehgineer Detachment (Fi re  Truck) 

527th Personnel Service Company, Detachment of 

541st Transportation Compny (Light Truck) 

537th Wgineer Detachment (Fi re  Truck) 

554th Signal  Detachment (Maintenance) 

602d Engineer Detachment (water Point) 

625th Supply and Service Company (DS) 

630th Ordnance Platoon (Ammo) 

727th Ehgineer Detachment (water point) 

An Khe Area Transportation Office 

Paci f ic  Architects and Engineers, An Khe 

Office Philco MHE 
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e. 	 The i~iQgwing units comprise the  70th Engineer Battalion: 
HHC and l e t t e r e d  Companies, 70th Engineer Battalion 
84th Engineer Battalion, B Company (const) 
44.4th Engineer Detachment (CM&P) 
51 1t h  Engineer Company (Panel Bridge) 
585th Engineer Company (Dump Truck),. Platoon from company 
630th Engineer Company (Light Equipment) ,Detachment from 
compally 

f ,  	 The following units comprise the  509th Signal  Battalion 

HHC, 509th Signal  Battalion 

36th Signal Ekttal ion (Combat Area), D Company 

69th Signal Bat t a l i o n  {Photo Department) 

586th Signal Company (support) 


g, 	 18th Art i l lery,  3d Battalion (composite) with l e t t e red  
ba t t e r i e s  

h. 	 The following Medical units a re  located i n  kin Khe: 

2d Surgical Hospital (&) 

20th Freventive Medicine Detachment (bttached to  2d Surg) 

56th Medical Detachment (Ds) 


i, 	The follwoing A i r  Force uni ts  a re  located at Camp Radcliff 

15th Aerial Port, Detachment 6 
5th Wea&her Squadron, Detachment 24 
537th Troop Carrier Squadron, An Khe Detachment 
834th A i r  Division, An Khe De tacbment (ALCE) 
USAF (TACP) 

3. 610th Transportation Company (AM) (GS) 



HENIQUARTERS, 1ST CAVALRY D I V I S I O N  (AIFMOBILE) 
Office of Information and His%ory 

hPO San Francisco 96490 

AVDACS-H 18 March 1967 

SUBJ8C.P: Unit Historical Reports 

TOz SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1.. The attached i s  one of severed unit h is tor ica l  reports prepared by the 
lst A i r  Cavalry's Office of Information and History. 

2. The text of the action i s  as factual  and accurate a s  humanly 
possible. Participants at a l l  levels were personally interviewed f o r  
an insight t o  the greatest possible depth into what actually happened* 

3. Although each report is intended solely as a h is tor ica l  document, 
an analysis of t h i s  mil i tary history may pinphint key decisions and 
crucial  turning points of the  bat t le .  Cambat lessons learned may 
stand out fo r  future awareness. 

4. We hope by t h i s  and subsequent unit h is tor ica l  reports a f a r  
greater number of present leaders in Vietnam and in the mil i tary 
t raining and school s y s t ~  i n  the  U. S. will personally benefit  from 
regding these recent actions of t h e i r  contemporaries whether on squad 
or battalion level. 

%%-
WESLiZ G. JON= 

Major, lirf 
Chief 

Mstr ibut  ion : 
A s  specified on last page of t 





Shor t ly  a f t e r  1A.M. on December 27th.1966, t h e  22nd North Viet- 
namese A r m y  (NVA) Regiment (approximately 500-700 men) launched a well- 
pianned, well-coordinated a t t a c k  on t h e  1st A i r  Caval ryfa  Landing Zone 
&Z) B i r d ,  Waves of NVA so ld ie r s ,  weU,camouflaged and i n  overcast  
v a t h e r  conditions, c rep t  t o  wi th in  f i v e  meters of t h e  perimeter with- 
olut discovery. Upon t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of extremely e f f e c t i v e  mortar, 
machine gun, and r e c o i l l e s s  r i f l e  f i r e ,  enemy i n f a n t r y  crying "GI, you die! 'I 

charged over unalerted f r i e n d l y  posi t ions.  Ful ly  exp lo i t ing  t h e  e l e ~ e n t  
of surpr ise ,  NVA Regulars completely overran i n f a n t r y  posi t ions  on t h e  
lporthern and eas te rn  f lanks ,  and charged through t h e  f i v e  tubes  of t h e  
155mm howitzer b a t t e r y  and por t ions  of t h e  105mm b a t t e r y  located,  respec-
t&vely, i n  t h e  northern and southern por t ions  of t h e  landing zone. 

The object ive  of t h i s  a t tack,  LZ Bird, was s t r q t e g i c a l l y  located  in 
%he f e r t i l e  Kim Son Valley. This val ley,  nineteen kilometers southwest 
of Bong Son and two hundred and e ighty  mi les  nor th  of Saigon, physica l ly  
~esembles  a crowts foo t  with six t a l l o n s .  These t a l l o n s  (subordinate 
val leys)  s lope i n t o  t h e  h e e l  of t h e  crow's foot  and n a t u r a l l y  c r e a t e  a 
posi t ion  which can dominate t h e  surrounding val leys .  his in tens ive ly  
farmed v a l l e y  i s  a n a t u r a l  r i c e  bowl producing four crops annually. The 
Viet Cong (VC) , l o n g ,  ago recognizing t h e  economic value of t h e  Kim Son, 
.bad constructed a strong i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  c o l l e c t  both r i c e  and r e c r u i t s  
From t h e  l o c a l  hamlets. When t h e  1st A i r  Cavalry Division was-given t h e  
mission,.. of conducting search and des t roy operat ions in t h i s  a rea  in 
Operation Thayer I, it decided t o  l o c a t e  a landing zone in t h e  dominating 
h e e l  of t h e  v a l l e y  t o  support, with d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  f i r e ,  d iv i s ion  
:haneuvers. The Kim Son River curves and twists i n t o  t h e  rough o u t l i n e  
'6f a b i r d  p rec i se ly  i n  t h e  a rea  se lec ted  f o r  t h e  LZ giving t h e  posi t ion  
i t s  name. (Map I) 

To provide t h i s  support, two b a t t e r i e s ,  a 155mm howitzer b a t t e r y  
;and 105mm howitzer bat tery ,  were located  a t  Bird, ' Each b a t t e r y  was 
originally composed of six howitzers; however, one of t h e  155mm howitzers 
had blown up t h e  previous week, leaving t h i s  b a t t e r y  with f i v e  tubes. 
A t  t h e  time of t h e  a t tack,  C Battery, 6 th  Battal ion,  16 th  A r t i l l e r y  
j~/6/16)  (155mm) had two o f f i c e r s  and sixty-one e n l i s t e d  men, present  
'for duty, while B Battery, 2nd Battal ion,  19th A r t i l l e r y  (B/2/19) 
(105mrn) had t h r e e  o f f i c e r s  and for ty-s ix  e n l i s t e d  men. Both 
b a t t e r i e s  were l a i d  out  in a l a z y  "WU formation with t h e  howitzers 
roughly twenty t o  twenty-five meters apar t .  C Company, 1st Battal ion,  
12th Cavalry, (~ /1 /12) ,  t h e  securing i n f a n t r y  un i t ,  had present  a t  Bird 
'on t h e  2'7th of December, th ree  o f f i c e r s  and eighty-one e n l i s t e d  men; 
of these, s ix ty-f ive  were assigned bunkered pos i t ions  along i t s  f i v e  
hundred t o  six hundred meter perimeter. Charl ie  Company w a s  given t h e  

.securing mission i n  pa r t  because it had been through some rugged 
f igh t ing  in t h e  weeks p r i o r  t o  t h e  Christmas t ruce ,  during which t h e  
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uni t  had suffered significant losses  including t h e  commanding of f icer ,  
Besides shortages in personnel, the company had had t o  ass imilate  twenty- 
seven new replaeemenxs during the  period 25-26 December resul t ing in a 
s i tua t ion  where f o r  a sizeable minority, t h i s  would be f i r s t  f i r e  
f igh t .  However, t o  increase the  f i r e  po ten t ia l  along the  perimeter, t h e  
machine guns from the  a r t i l l e r y  un i t s  were put on m e  with t h e  infantry,  
and a t  t he  time of t h e  attack,  there  were machine guns i n  almost every 
bunker. (Map 11) 

Previously each of these un i t s  had been warned of the poss ib i l i ty  of 
an attack.  These warnings resulted from re l i ab l e  inte l l igence estimates 
which had been building during the  Christmas t ruce  period from 7 A,M, on 
the  24th of December t o  7 A.M, on thf! 26th of Decmber 1956. These 
reports noted a s ignif icant  increase in enemy a c t i v i t i e s  around and in 
t h e  K i m  Son Valley and numerous sightings of enemy troops were made in t h e  
v i c in i ty  of the  TZs Bird and Pony. Colonel William F. Brand, the  
Commanding Officer of Division Art i l lery,  aware of t he  s i tuat ion,  advised 
Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) James C, Culp (cO) of 2nd Battalion, 19th Art i l lery,  
t o  a l e r t  h i s  men t o  t h i s  possibi l i ty ,  and t o  insure t h a t  they were aware 
of the  advantages of t h e  Bee Hive round i n  the  sven'~ tha t  t h e i r  position 
w a s  overrun. The 105m howitzer Bee Hive round,cornposed of 8,500 
f lechet tes ,  has a 3 h i r . t ~  degree cone of f i r e  up t o  th ree  hundred meters, 
The round, f i r ed  a t  massed infantry,  i s  designed mainly t o  wound or  maim 
ra ther  than t o  k i l l  the  enemy. LTC Culp, concerned over t h e  prospect 
of an imminent a t tack,  personally v i s i t ed  h i s  ba t t e r i e s  on t h e  25th of 
Deceinber with par t icular  emphasis on LZ Bird, H e  l a t e r  related,  "If 
there  was t o  be an a t tack  I felt it would be e i ther  LZ Bird or  Pony." 
Posit ion Pony, which was t o  f igure  s ign i f ican t ly  in t he  action, was another 
landing zone located about 7,000 meters t o  t5e  northeast of R i r d - Its 
mission was t o  provide a r t i l l e r y  support fo r  operations in the K i m  So* 
Valley and areas fa r ther  north. On F o a i + h n  pony we?, one 105m howitzer 
bat tery and a combined 8"/175mm battery. 

During t he  t ruce period, brigade inte l l igence had determined tha% a 
s ignif icant  communist force was in a staging area 4,500 meters southeast 
of Bird. A s  a resu l t ,  four a r t i l l e r y  concentrations were planned in the 

A t  H-hourarea. fo r  7 A.M. an December 26th, t he  end of t he  t ruce  period, 
three 105mm, one 155mm, and one 811/175mcomposite ba t te ry  massed t h e i r  
f i r e s  on the suspected ~ 3 m y  location i n  an e f fo r t  t o  k i l l  o r  disorganize 
any force there.  Further a r t i l l e r y  preparations against a possible a t tack 
included prefired concentrations from Position Pony on probable enemy 
assembly areas  around the perimeter of Bird, These concentrations were 
planned f ive  hundred meters t o  t he  southeast, one thousand meters t o  t h e  
northeast of the perimeter on t h e  reverse slope of a h i l l ,  six hundred 
meters northwest along a l i n e  of palm t r e e s  and six hundred meters t o  
the  s ~ u t h .  

The infantry uni t ,  meanwhile, had buttressed i t s  posit ions with t r i p  

f l a r e s ,  claymore mines, and some barbed wire; however, t h e  exact location 

or  number of the  f l a r e s  and mines was not knowto some of those i? the 

bunkered positions. Heavy f ight ing in t he  area had necessitated the  






a s s i g m e ~ t  of several  of t h e  in fan t ry  platoons t o  other companies in t h e  
ba t ta l ion  1"&~tinga serious coordination problem for. the  new commanding 
o f f i ce r  of  Charlie Company. Shortly before t h e  Christmas Truce, t h e  f i r s t  
and th i rd  platoons had Seen placed under the  operational control  of Alpha 
Company, 1st Battal ion,  12th Cavalry (A/1/12). The weapons and second 
platoon had assumed t h e i r  defensive sectors,  but t h i s  s i tua t ion  combined 
with t h e  new replacements, made Confusion inevitable,  when t h e  returning 
platoons reoccuppied t h e i r  positions. One strand of concertina wire had 
been placed a s  an obstacle along t h e  southeast corner of t h e  LZ and 
although more wire had been raquested, delivery was s t i l l  forthcoming. 
To supplement these  measures, on t h e  night of t h e  26th of December, t he  
in fan t ry  company had taken t h e  precaution of manning two observation posts, 
one 2,000-3,000 meters t o  t h e  northeast, the  other  a t  t h e  same distance 
t o  t h e  southeast. In addition, one platoon from ~ / 1 b 2  was in an ambush 
s i t e  t o  the  east ,  southeast of Bird about 9,000 meters. None of these  
outposts provided any warning of the  at tack.  

On December 17th 1966, the  22nd NVA Regiment received an overlay 
(Map 111) and an operations order. from t h e  Sao Vang (3rd NVA) Division 
Headquarters fo r  t h e  a t tack  on.LZ Bird. The Regiment had one week t o  
prepare as  t h e  o r ig ina l  a t t ack  was scheduled f o r  the  23rd of December. 
Organic elements t o  par t i c ipa te  were the  8th  and 9th  Battal ions and the  
2nd Company of t h e  7th Battalion. DLTe t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  8th Battal ion 
was not able  t o  make t h e  rendezvous with t h e  other u n i t s  a t  t h e  appointed 
time, t he  a t tack  was reschedulsd f o r  26 December. A t  6 P.M. on 26 December, 
t he  8th and 9th Battal ions of t h e  Regiment surrounded t h e  Tknding Zone. 
The 8th Battal ion w2s responsible f o r  t h e  northeastern flank, while t h e  
9th was t o  cover the  southeastern portion. The 2nd Company of t h e  7th  
Battal ion was t o  serve a s  a regimental reserve and react ion force,  and i n  
t h e  event of a complete success it was t o  co l lec t  war trophies. 

Each of these  ba t ta l ions  was t o  be supported by two 57mm r eco i l l e s s  
r i f l e s ,  ( t en  rounds per r i f l e ) ,  two 6Omm mortars (twenty rounds per 
mortar), one heavy machine gun and one l i g h t  machine gun. For general  
support on the  northeast  flank, t he  Regiment had two 81mm mortars ( f i v e  
rounds per mortar) about four hundred meters from t h e  objective, and two 
75mm reco i l l e s s  r i f l e s  ( f i ve  rounds per r i f l e )  th ree  hundred meters frc.? 
t h e  perimeter. These general  supporting f i r e s  were under the  control  
of t h e  regimental commander. Communications were t o  be effected by wire 
l a i d  t h e  night of t he  at tack.  

The operations order of t he  22nd NVA Regiment ca l led  for  a thorough 
overrunning of LZ Bird and the  complete destruction of a l l  of i t s  
a r t i l l e r y  pieces. The a t tack  was o r i g h a l b  schedules r.or U, P - M .  on t h e  
26th, b11t t h e  assau l t  w a s  dell3r*d =ti1 1 A.M. on t h e  27th when a l l  
un i t s  had f i n a l l y  moved i n t o  position. 

The s igna l  f o r  the  a t t ack  would be t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of mortar f i r e  and 
simultaneous infantry  t h r u s t s  aimed a t  t h e  nclr theas t  and eastern f lanks  
of Bird. The would be supported with automatic weapons and 
r eco i l l e s s  r i f l e  f i r e  located on a f inger  of a r idge s l i g h t l y  northeast  
of t h e  LZ about eight hundred and f i f t y  meters from the perimeter. In 





accordance with t h i s  plan, NVA infantry,  exper t ly  u t i l i z i n g  camouflage 
and t h e  in termit tent  rain,  crawled through t h e  four  foot  high grass  around 
Bird t o  within f i v e  meters of f r i end ly  posit ions.  It appeared l a t e r  t h a t  
they cut  t he  detonating wires leading t o  claymore mines and successfully 
neutral ized t h e  t r i p  f l a r e s ,  a s  t h e i r  advance went undetected, 

The at tack,  a s  conceived, was i n i t i a l l y  followed t o  t he  l e t t e r ,  
M r e m e l y  accurate mortar f i r e  seemed t o  be in a l l  areas  of t he  perimeter 
a t  once, but concentrated i n  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  ba t te r ies .  Simultaneously t h e  
enemy , infantry were overrunning posit ions of t h e  weapons platoon t o  t h e  
northeast  and elements of t h e  1st platoon t o  t h e  eas t  near t he  in fan t ry  
command post. The mortar f i r e  was extremely e f fec t ive  and was responsible 
f o r  knocking out t h e  number 2, 3, and 5 tubes i n  t he  lO5mm howitzer 
ba t t e ry  a h o s t  immediately, a s  we l l  a s  forcing defenders t o  keep low 
in other  areas. (Map IV) 

"The h i l l  looked a l i v e  with enany, and they were a l l  over t h e  bunker 
t o  my r igh t , "  re la ted  Sergeant (SGT) Delbert 0. Jennings, squad leader, 
weapons platoon c/l/lZ (posi t ion #7, Map 11). "Some came in with 
bayonets fixed-'1 To hi s! rjght front,, uutumatic weapons mmiy ~ u p p v r t h ~ ;  
fire, on l i n e  on t h e  f a r  f inger  of t h e  r i c e  paddy, looked l i k e  a "neon 
s i g n , ' V h e  enemy's two pronged a t t a ck  from the  northeast  and from t h e  
e a s t  swept quickly over t h e  in fan t ry  posit ions.  SGT Jennings s t a r t ed  
t o  return f i r e  but h i s  weapons, an M-60 machine gun. and an M-16 r i f l e ,  
jammed so he f e l l  back t o  where he remembered a case of fragmentation and 
white phosphorus grenades had been l e f t  t h a t  afternoon. H e  was unable 
t o  open t h e  case of white phosphorus grenades f o r  they were s t i l l  banded. 
Instead,he t o r e  open t h e  unbanded box of fragmentation grenades and s t a r t ed  
pitching them a t  the  advancing enemy, 

The speed of t he  enemy advance was such t h a t  they  were of ten behind 
and ahead of r e t r ea t i ng  fpiendly in fan t ry  who were now moving from t h e  
northern portion t o  t he  southwest t o  where t h e  lQ5m howitzer ba t te ry  
was located. Both C/P/U and ~/6/16 had established plans t o  r e t r e a t  t o  
t h e  105m howitzer ba t te ry  and allow ~ /2 /19  t o  f i r e  t he  Bee Hive round i f  
t h e  LZ was being overrun. The men in t h e  bunkers t a t h e  northwest and 
western f lank had not real ized t he  extent o r  d i rec t ion  of t h e  at tack.  
They continued t o  re turn t he  diversionary f i r e  they received from t h e i r  
f ron t  . 

In t he  center of t h e  enemy's t h ru s t  from the  northeast  was t he  155m 
howitzer bat ts ry ,  Staff  Sergeant (SSG) Douglas MacArthus Graham, chief 
of sect ion number one, was Q=t b  nM+ =hig& wikh Private  F i r s t  C ~ S S(PFC) 
Z i t i e l l o  and J ~ Suddenly two hand g r e ~ a d e s  e%pladed about; t e nJ medman, 
meters -lpay and intense  small arms f i r e  shattered t h e  qu i e t  overcast pight,  
~ a o u r a t e  supporting f i r e  was being placed on t h e  posi t ion from a l k e  of 
M'79 grenade launchers, M60 machine gms,  and r eco i l l e s s  r i f l e s  on a r idge 
t o  t h e  f ront .  (Flap IV) Less than a minute l a t e r  Sergeant Graham received 
a warning f r m  Platoon Sergeant James W, Latham of t h e  f i r s t  platoon 
6/1/12 who was located in a bunker t o  t h e  f ron t  of t h e  nmber one tube. 





"Look out  GrahamY1l he shouted, " they a r e  coming through." Four NVA seemed U 

t o  m a t e r i a l i z e  i n  f r o n t  of t h s  pos i t ion ,  and Graham's sec t ion ,  now i n  
ind iv idua l  foxholes around t h e  tube, e a s i l y  dispensed wi th  t h i s  i n i t i a l  
t h r e a t .  Not r e a l i z i n g  t h e  extent  of t h e  a t t a c k ,  t h e y  l e f t  t h e i r  foxholes 
and s t a r t e d  forward. It was then t h a t  t h e y  saw t h e  second wave of t h e  
enemy, t h i r t y - f i v e  t o  f o r t y  men, who had success fu l ly  stormed t h e  i n f a n t r y  
pos i t ions  and were only  t e n  meters away. The f i r s t  s ec t ion  pul led  back 
t o  a s l i g h t  depression between t h e  number one howitzer and t h e  C Bat tery ' s  
f i r e  d i r e c t i o n  cen te r  (FDC) t o  r e t u r n  f i r e .  With so l i t t l e  t ime t o  r eac t ,  
a coordinated defense of t h e i r  pos i t ion  not  possible,  t h e  men of ~ /6 /16  
made i n d i v i d u a l  s tands wi th in  t h e i r  respect ive  bunkers around t h e  
howitzers.  Here some of t h e  most v io len t  hand-to-hand f i g h t i n g  took place. 
One enemy s o l d i e r  was found s t rangled  t h e  next morning. Other men repor ted  
see ing  some of t h e  enemy phys ica l ly  thrown out  of t h e  bunkered pos i t ions .  

After  overrunning t h e  pos i t ions  i n  t h e  1 5 5 m  howitzer b a t t e r y ,  t h e  
enemy s t a r t e d  t o  sys temat ica l ly  des t roy  t h e  howitzers. SSG Graham, 
looking back a t  h i s  number one tube  noted, Its.whole gang were i n  my gun 
pit." Af ter  s e t t i n g  up a machine'gui t o  keep e f f e c t i v e  f i r e  on t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  ba-ltery, t h e  enemy attempted t o  open t h e  breech block of t h e  number 
one howitzer. Decidedly confused with t h e  enigma of t h e  breech block, 
t h e  NVA Regulars wasted valuable minutes t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  out  how t h e  
howiteer functioned. F ina l ly ,  appearing a s  i f  more a c c i d e n t a l  t han  planned 
t o  t h e  watching members of ~ /6 /16 ,  t h e  breech block opened. The enemy 
then  tried t o  blow up t h e  howitzer by throwing "something l i k e  a grenade" 
i n t o  t h e  chamber and c los ing  t h e  breech block. Af te r  t h r e e  t r i e s ,  t h e  
"grenade" ev iden t ly  exploded. This  t a c t i c  damaged t h e  tube  enough t o  have 
it a i r l i f t e d  t o  Hammond t h e  next  day f o r  extens ive  r epa i r s .  The number 
two (155m) howitzer was a l s o  damaged by t h e  same t a c t i c .  About t h i s  
time, S p e c i a l i s t  Fourth Class (sP4) William H. Caldwell, with t h r e e  o the r  
men loca ted  i n  t h e  number t h r e e  tube  m u n i t i o n  bunker, witnessed one of 
t h e  major NVA accomplishments of t h e  attack--the completo des t ruc t ion  of 
t h e  n m b e r  t h r e e  (155m) howitzer. A t  f i r s t  t h e y  made an a t -~emptt o  
defend t h e  tube  wi th  r i f l e  f i r e .  They k i l l e d  one man and wounded two 
others ,  but  a s  t h e y  were running low on ammunition, they  had t o  watch 
h e l p l e s s l y  a s  t h e  enemy placed i% s a t c h e l  charge between t h e  bottom and 
lower ca r r i age  i n  t h e  well ,  below t h e  e l eva t ion  arch. Exper t ly  placed, 
it blew t h e  back o f f  t h e  car r iage ,  completely dismantLirig_ t h e  weapon. (lblzp V) 

The a t t a c k  from t h e  eas t ,  s imultaneously i n i t i a t e d  with t h e  a t t a c k  
from t h e  nor theas t ,  was a l s o  a complete su rp r i se .  On t h e  e a s t e r n  edge 
of t h e  LZ a t  t h e  i n f a n t r y  command post,  F i r s t  Lieutenant  ( ~ L T )  Charles 
R. Campanella, t h e  a r t i l l e r y  forward observer  a t t ached  t o  ~/1/12,  and 
1LT John L. Rieke, a c t i n g  Commanding Of f i ce r  of ~ /1 /12 ,  were a l e r t e d  of 
t h e  extent  of t h e  penet ra t ion  i n t o  t h e i r  p z r t  of t h e  perimeter by SSG 
Edward J. Denhart of  t h e  f i r s t  platoon. (pos i t ion  111, Map V) The enemy 
were only t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  meters behind Sergeant Denhart, a s  he personal ly  
ran  t o  t h e  i n f a t r y  command- post t o  r e p o r t  h i s  pos i t ion  had been overrun. 
Immediately those  in t h e  i n f a n t r y  command post  s t a r t e d  moving toward t h e  
number six tube  s f  t h e  105mm ba t t e ry ,  carrying out  t h e  prearranged plan 
i f  Bird were being- overrun. A t  a t r ench  nea r  t h e  number six (105mm) 





a r t i l l e r y  piece, r e t r e a t i ng  elements of t h e  command post and members 
of t h e  f i r e  d i r ec t i on  center  of ~ /2 /19  which was a l s o  overrun, combined t o  
l a y  down a base of f i r e  t o  allow t h e  tube a t  t h a t  posi t ion t o  place d i r e c t  
f i r e  on t h e  enemy. Two high explosive fused time rounds exploded from t h e  
weapon and went f i f Q  t o  seventy-Zive meters before detonating. Charging NVA 
r.egulars, seerrfingly unfazed by t h i s  counterat tack drove them off  of t h e  tube,  
Thage r e t r e a t i ng  a r t i l l e r y  a d  i n f an t ry  personnel next moved t o  tube number 
four, where U T  John D. Piper executive o f f i c e r  of  ~ / 2 / 1 9  was informed t h a t  
rimber f i v e  and six 105m howitzers were overrun. In t h e  movement from 
number six t o  number four a r t i l l e r y  pieces,LT Rieke was h i t  in t h e  chest  by 
a round from an AK47, a Chinese communist r i f l e .  

The =re d i rec t ion  center  of ~ /2 /19  was located in t h e  eas te rn  port ion 
of t h e  LZ about f i f t e e n  meters t o  t h e  northwest of t h e  in fan t ry  command post. 
Captain (cPT) Lenard L. Shlenker, B B a t t e ~ j r s  commander, as leep but f u l l y  
clothed, was in h i s  command post t e n t  f i v e  meters from t h e  FDC where he awoke 
t o  nlortar and s m a l l  arms f i r e .  As he stuck h i s  head out  of t h e  command post 
t en t ,  a ' ' l ine of red  t r a c e r s  went between me and t h e  FDC.Il A s  soon a s  it 
stopped, he rushed t o  t h e  FDC t en t ,  grabbed t h e  radio  handset from Pr ivate  
E r s t  Class Lewis, and ca l l ed  t h e  Battal ion FDC t o  execute "Bird Quick Firet1 
which was t h e  preplanned s e t  of concentrations around Bird. 1LT Michael 
G i  Livengood, f i r e  d i rec t ion  o f f i c e r  B/2/19, in  t h e  FDC a t  the  time of t h e  
a t tack,  looked and saw t h e  enemy "about t en  f e e t  away." Those i n  t h e  t e n t  
moved toward t h e  number six position, except f o r  PFC Lewis who i n s i s t e d  on 
c m i n i n g  with t h e  radios which, although no one knew it, had been damaged 
beyond r epa i r  by mortar f i r e .  CFT Shlenker, r e a l i z i ng  t h e  necess i ty  of 
ge t t ing  h i s  ba t t e ry  f i r i ng ,  l e f t  Lieutenant Livengood near t h e  number six 
I?ube and went t o  check on t h e  s t a t u s  of h i s  o ther  howitzers. A t  t h e  number 
four  tube, he found LT Piper with Sergeant F i r s t  Class (SFC) Car ro l l  V. Crain, 
and SSG James N.  Johnson s e t t i n g  t h e  gun f o r  d i r e c t  f i r e .  Continuing on t o  
number two, he found t he  e n t i r e  sect ion wounded and saw t h a t  they  could no 
longer operate t h e  howitzer. He then s t a r t s d  toward t h e  number t h r e e  tube 
but could see t h a t  t he  ammunition bunker was burning and t h a t  t he r e  was "no 
t roop  movementt1 so he went t o  number one. CFT Shlenker found t h e  f i r s t  
sect ion was not operating e i t h e r  but immediately grasping t h e  s i t ua t i on  he 
roused t h e  stunned sect ion and s t a r t e d  them placing d i r e c t  f i r e  a t  t a r g e t s  
of opportunity t o  t h e  southeast.  

Meanwhile a t  t h e  number t h r ee  105mm howitzer one of t h e  f i r s t  rounds 
Kad h i t  d i r e c t l y  on t h e  ammunition bunker. SP4 Charles S. Tournage, who had 
joined B Battery as  a medic on t h e  26th of December, came out of t h e  bunker 
a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  few rounds. Some white phosphorus f r ~ mt h e  burning 
ammunition bunker landed on nis back and leg ,  When h i s  c lo thes  s t a r t e d  t o  
smoke, he jumped i n t o  a nearby mudpuddle. A s  h i s  clothes were s t i l l  bur&-
sen he got out, he took them off .  Later  dressed in h i s  dark underwear, 
being o l i v e  complected and muddy, one of t h e  NVA leaders  mistook him f o r  one 
65 h i s  own men and s t a r t e d  waving and giving him direct ions .  The enemy 
so ld i e r  approached t o  within seven f e e t  before SP4 Tournage shot him in 
t h e  face with an M79 shotgun she l l .  It was a l s o  a t  t h i s  posi t ion t h a t  
PFC Joseph A. Johnson, due t o  leave t h e  LZ on t he  morning of t he  27th t o  
begin processing t o  leave Vietnam, wa,s heard ye l l i ng  above the  din, t l I f m  



t oo  s h o ~ t  f o r  t h i s  s tuff!  I ' m  too short  f o r  t h i s  s tu f f !  It 

LT Piper was a t  t he  executive offie& command post of t h e  ba t te ry  on 
W e  western s ide  of the  LZ when thefirst  round h i t .  I t I  was f i v e  f e e t  from 
it,=,I t  reported Piper. I yel led "Get out of t he  t en t .  Sergeant Crain, 
SF4 Robinson, and Piper crawled aut of the  t e n t  and i n t o  a foxhole next t o  
t h e  command post. During the  move from the  t en t ,  Sergeant Crain was shot 
ifl t he  hand. Realizing t he  necess i ty  f o r  returning f i r e ,  they l e f t  f o r  the  
nmber  four  105mm howitzer. Crain and SGT Johnson, chief of the  number feu:. 
sebtion put t h a t  tu6e i n to  action.  The f i r s t  t a r g e t  se lected was a machine 
gun on the  h i l l  t o  t he  northeast ,  which was placing deadly f i r e  on the  LZ. 
The firstround of white phosphorus was a d i r ec t  h i t ,  and the  next morning 
eight bodies were found where t he  machine gun hrd been employed. 

The r e t r ea t i ng  elements of t h e  in fan t ry  command post, B Bat tery 's  FDC 
and those who had been a t  the  number six tube, now converged on the  number 
four  howitzer. LT Rieke, suffer ing from a sucking chest wound, received 
medical a t t en t ion  from S P / ~Tournage who had l e f t  the  number th ree  posit ion 
in order t o  t r e a t  t h e  wounded. LT Rieke was then l e f t  here near number four  
tube. ItVC a13e i n  number f i v e  2nd six and we have t o  p u l l  back," LT Campanella 
reported t o  LT Piper a t  number four tube. Piper refused t o  believe t h i s  a t  
f i r s t  because a l l  t he  enemy f i r e  he had ncted had been from the  a rea  of t he  
155 bz t te ry  t o  the  north. He was f i n a l l y  convinced a f t e r  he made an attempt 
t o  go t o  number f i v e  howitzer and saw it was overrun. Piper then t o l d  Crain 
and Johnson t o  f a l l  back t o  t h e  number two a r t i l l e r y  piece. When the  word 
was given t o  move t o  number two, Pr ivate  F i r s t  Class Leaderhouse f roze in 
nmber four position. H i s  ltBuddy'l, PFC Bud Knaus rea l iz ing  t h e  s i tua t ion  
stayed behind t o  protect  h i s  fr iend.  The next morning both were found dead, 
but with Knauss body shielding Leaderhouse. 

In the  south and southwest, on t he  opposite s i de  of the  LZ from t h e  
main enemy th rus t ,  were the  posi t ions  of t h e  i n f an t ry ' s  t h i r d  platoon. When 
t h e  a t t ack  s ta r ted ,  t h e  platoon was mainly receiving mortar f i r e .  The machine 
gun a t  posit ion #C, (Map 11) according t o  Platoon Sergeant (PSG) Comer A. John-
was not even f i r i n g  because Itthere was nothing out front."  The nien located 
in posit ion C, Sergeants Johnson and Jenkins, SP/~+SWhitaker, Smith and 
Rbzzelle scanning t o  t h e  eas t  and north observed some so ld ie rs  on t h e  h i l l  
behind them, near number f i v e  105mm howitzer. Not knowing whether they wt -
assau l t ing  NVA o r  r e t r ea t i ng  infantrymen, Johnson t o l d  h i s  men t o  remain s i l ~ n t .  
Stra ining t o  pick up some indicat ion of t h e i r  iden t i ty ,  t he  men were f i n a l l y  
ab le  t o  dist inguish "Vietnamese chat ter .  I t  "We s t a r t ed  throwing grenadesu, 
qaid Sergeant Johnson l a t e r ,  I1FJe threw a l l  we had." The grenades combined 
with Spec ia l i s t  FJhitaker's accurate 1479 f i r e  drove t h e  enemy back off  of nmber  
f i v e  tube temporarily. 

Not knowing t h e  extent or  d i rec t ion  of t he  a t tack,  Johnson now decided t o  
$ a l l  back and regroup h i s  platoon near the.number one 105mm howitzer. Before 
gathering h i s  men together  he sent radio telephone operator (RTO) S P / ~B r a t t i s  
ahead witn the  platoon radio t o  the  number one tube. Johnson then moved t o  
each of h i s  posit ions organizing the  r e s t  of h i s  platoon f o r  a f i n a l  stand 
around number one howitzer. 



It was now a t  t h e  nmber  one, two and th r ee  105- t h z t  severa l  of t he  
a r t i l l e r y  and in fan t ry  elements consolidated t o  form a new perimeter. SGT 
Jemings who had been located on the  north end of t h e  LZ a t  t he  commencement 
o f ' t he  a t tack,  had moved t o  the  southwest, policing up t h e  members of t h e  
weapons platoon a s  he went. When he arrived around t h e  nmber  two position, 
he had f i f t e e n  men with him, six were wounded, th ree  seriously. The FDC of 
B Battery and what was l e f t  of the  in fan t ry  command post had re t rea ted  +h 
+hose a t  nmber ' four  t o  number two howitzer. The las t  element t o  join was , 1 \ 

t h u d  platoon under Sergeant Johnson which numbered about twenty-six, Johnsoil 
and Jennings decided t o  s e t  up the  new perimeter around the  number one and 
th r ee  a r t i l l e r y  pieces with t he  number two tube about twenty meters outside. 
Jemings took the  western half ,  Johnson t h e  eastern. (Map VI) 

The North Vietnamese Amy troopqmeanwhile,were placing sa tche l  chayges 
on t h e  155 a r t i l l e r y  pieces, Several  of t he  r eco i l l e s s  r i f l e s  were brought 
i n t o  t h e  perimeter and were f i r i n g  i n to  t he  re t rea t ing  elements of t he  
i n f an t ry  moving t o  the  southwest. One enemy machine gun had been ernplaced 
about t h e  nmber  six 155mrn tube m d  was raking the  105 ba t te ry  from the  north, 

LT Piper, remembering the  emphasis placed on the  Bee Hive round, was  now 
a t  t h e  number two 105 howitzer. Seeing the  area of C/6/16 was completely 
ouerrun,he decided t o  load the  Bee Hive round and pointed the  tube toward t h e  
number one 155 howitzer posit ion i n  which were massed one hundred t o  one 
hundred and f i f t y  NVA, CFT Shlenker returning from the  number one 105 tube 
gave permission t o  f i r e .  Unable t o  f i nd  the  f l a r e  which was t o  a l e r t  f r i end ly  
forces  t o  the  f i r i n g  of t he  Bee Hive, Piper yel led "Bee Hive! Bee Hive!" In. 
tKe a rea  of t he  landing zone i n to  which t h e  Bee Hive round was t o  be f i red ,  
Sergeant Graham of C Battery and t e n  other  men were making a gallant' stand 
near a drainage d i tch  by the  executive o f f i ce r ' s  bunker t o  which they had 
re t rea ted  from t h e  area  below the  number one (155mm), (Map V I ) .  FJhen he heard 
t h e  warning f o r  t h e  Bee Hive, Sergeant Graham f e l t  t h e  enemy were in t h e  
pracess of masshg f o r  a f i n a l  at tack.  The c r i e s  of t h e  Vietnamese "Yankee, 
you d ie  tonight! Yankee go home! Idhat a r e  you going t o  do new, GI?" were 
r i s i n g  t o  a cr'esendo. I yelled "Shoot itH(the  Bee ~ i v e )  recounted Sergeant 
Graham, "and then I ducked my head." The Bee Hive passed d i r ec t l y  over h i s  
posi t ion and sounded l i k e  "a mill ion whips being whirled over my head.l1 
G~aham,f81t t h a t  t h e  round broke the  enemy assau l t  in the  north. "The gooks 
were s t i l l  in my gun p i t  (number one) and it just  t o r e  them up; they s t a r t e d  
moa~ing and groaning." Illuminaiion of  the  b a t t l e f i e l d  a t  t h i s  time allowed 
LT Piper t o  c l ea r ly  see t h e  round had confused and disorganized the  enemy. 
Yezling *'tube l e f t u ,  Piper chambered another Bee Hive round, and pulled t he  
1aPiyard. The second round reinforced the  e f fec t  o f t h e  f i r s t  and i n  t h e  words 
of ;Graham, "Charlie didn ' t  come forward anymore .I1 

Communications with LZ Bird were l o s t  shor t ly  a f t e r  1:05 A.M. when 
CPT Shlenker made t h e  o r ig ina l  report  and requested "Bird W c k  Fire." During 
t h i s  period, f l a r e s  and a r t i l l e r y  had been e f fec t ive ly  adjusted around t h e  
posit ion by Captain James T. Weber, t he  S-2, 2nd Battalion, 19th Ar t i l l e ry  
who c i rc led  overhead in an OH-13 helicopter. Approximately a half  an hour 





lai;er, 9t tube  posi t ion  number one, Shlenker found S P / ~B r z t t i s  who had been 
sent  t h e r e  by Sergeant Johnson, B B a t t e r y ? ~commanding o f f i c e r  took t h e  
~ @ d i ofrom him, Although t h e  PRC 25 d t , h  Lhe shor t  antenna d i d  
npt g ive  Shlenker d i r e c t  communicat.ions with U Pony, it d id  reach PFC' 
~ B a r l e s  Abbott on a h i l l  t o p  with a pa*ol from C Company, 1st Bat ta l ion ,  
8 th  Cavalry, 2000-3000 meters from Bird, Writing a l l  t ransmissions on h i s  
x b b e r  a i r  mattress,  he relayed a l l  f i r e  missions and subsequent changes 
t o  Pony, Shlenker was ab le  t o  make two adjustments of t h e  Aer ia l  Rocket 
A r t i l l e r y  (AM) and he s h i f t e d  t h r e e  azimuths 0600, 1000, and 5900 in h i s  
head t o  bring i n  t h e  ground a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  t o  wi th in  f i f t y  meters of t h e  
perimeter i n  t h e  north, south and west. The extent  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  
support provided f o r  LZ Bird was e igh t  hundred and six 105mm high explosive 
r ~ u n d s ,  one hundred and twenty 8" high explosive reunds, f i f t y  175mm high 
explosive rounds and one hundred and s ix ty - s ix  lG51m i l luminat ion rounds. 
Additionally, during the  n ight ,  ~ / 2 / 1 9  A r t i l l e r y  leveled  i t s  howitzers 
f o r  t h e  d i r e c t  f i r i n g  of 243 high explosive 10 jmm rounds. 

ARA p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  Bird was a l s o  decis ive  and showed extremely quick 
reac t ion ,  An ARA p a t r o l  ship,  i n  t h e  a i r  a t  Hammond a t  t h e  time of t h e  
&tack, was immediately s h i f t e d  t o  Bird, F r o  m f i f t e e n  t o  t h i r t y  minutes 
a f t e r  n ~ t i f i c a t ~ i c n  t h i s  ARA s h i p  was providing supporting ol" t h e  a t t ack ,  
f i r e s .  I n i t i a l l y  t h e  NVA adjus ted  t h e  ARA on then-selves a s  t h e  only  t a r g e t s  
chat t h e  s h i p  engaged were those  enemy automatic weapons which engaged it. 
$he sh ip  made f i r i n g  runs f r o m t h e  southeast  t o  t h e  northwest, f i r i n g  "one 
t o  t h r e e  p a i r s  of rockets  a t  about t h r e e  r i p p l e s  Fer run,Ii s a i d  Major Ray 
Pollard of t h e  2nd Bat ta l ion ,  20th Art i l le ry ,  who was in one of t h e  first ARA 
ships  on s t a t i o n .  The rockets  expended by t h e  s i x ' A R A  ships  and t h e  two 
GO-GO sh ips  including those  on rou tes  of egress were four  hundred and twenty- 
faur. 

After  t h e  f i r i n g  of the  Bee Hive round and because of t h e  accura te  
adjustment of t h e  ARA and a r t i l l e l y  f i r e s ,  t h e  enemy a t t ack  f a l t e r e d .  The 
enemy then suddenly withdrew from t h e  LZ. By one estimate, once t h e  decis ion 
had been made t o  r e t r e a t ,  t h e y  seemed t o  vanish wi th in  two o r  t h r e e  minutes. 

k t  about 2:10 A,N,, s h o r t l y  after .  t h e  enemy l e f t  t h e  landing zone, 
reinforcements from D Troop, 1st Squ~dron,  9 t h  Cavalry a r r ived ,  P r i o r  -t:j 
t h i s  a r r i v a l ,  severa l  attempt,^ had been made t r s  r e t ake  f r i e n d l y  posi t ions  
and assess  damage. U,T Campanella with twenty-five men had returned t o  t h e  
nimber sk tubs  of t h e  155 b a t t e r y  and upon h i s  re turn ,  LT Livengood had 
moved t o  t h e  number f i v e  and number six lO5mm tubes. LT Livengood found 
some of our t roops  s t i l l  engaging enemy snipers,  and in a d i t c h  near  number 
four  tube  he discovered LT Riekewhere he had been l e f t  f o r  t h e  major i ty  
of t h e  f i g h t .  SGT Jennings, upon t h e  a r r i v a l  of D Troop, s t a r t e d  an  immediate 
sweep of t h e  perimeter t o  determine t h e  e-dent  of t h e  damage and to  t ake  
care of the  wounded, Within t h i r t y  minutes he had enci rc led  t h e  landing 
zone twice. Everywhere f r i e n d l y  and enemy dead and wounded were intermixed, 



,i- Once contact had been established with t h e  22nd NVA Regiment, t h e  1st 
A i r  Cavalry reacted %mediately t o  maintain pressure on t h e  withdrawing 
force,  Infantry  u n i t s  were a i r l i f t e d  t o  blocking posi t ions  and anbush 
s i t e s  along t he  main routes of egress. ARA, a r t i l l e r y ,  and t a c t i c a l  a i r  
s t r i k e s  were ca l led  in on probable enemy assembly areas;  and along routes 
of withdrawl, t a r g e t s  of opportunity were engaged. These e f f o r t s  met with 
success, The 22nd NVA Regiment was forced t o  fragment i n to  platoon and 
squad s i ze  elements t o  escape t h e  r e t a l i a t o r y  pursui t  of the  Division. 

As can be inferred from the  narra t ive ,  the  a t t ack  of t h e  22nd NVA 
Regiment of LZ Bird was a wellAplanned and well-supported maneuver. Wit-
nesses were unanimous in t h e  opinion t h a t  .the NVA troops were individual ly  
we l l  rehearsed, "They went r igh t  t o  things," r eca l l s  LT Piper and !'they 
seemed t o  have good in te l l igence  of where th ings  were," The demolition 
of t h e  number t h r ee  155 howitzer was l a t e r  described by Major Vernon bJ. 
Gil lesp ie  Jr, Ekecutive Off icer  2nd Battal ion,  19th Ar t i l l e ry ,  a demolitions 
expert, a s  The a t t a ck  w2s s k i l l f u l l y  controlled "de f in i t e ly  p r o f e s ~ i o n a l . ~ ~  
and .def i r , i te  objectives had been assigned which subordina-l;e un i t s  systema- 
. t i c a l l y  t r i e d  t o  accomplish, The support f o r  t h e  a t t a ck  was extensive, 
Individual  so ld ie r s  were wel l  equipped with most having helmets, knapsacks, 
boots, entrenching too l s ,  knives, and r i c e  ra t ions .  They carr ied ample 
m u n i t i o n .  The l i s t  of captured e q ~ i p n e n t  demonstrates t he  extent .of  
pregaredness. Included were e ight  sa tche l  charges, seven bangalore to r -  
pedoes, two hundred hand grenades, t h r ee  cases of r i f l e  grenades, twenty-
f i v e  8lmm mortar rounds, t h i r t y  - 6 h mortar rounds, and f i f t e e n  t o  twenty 
B-46) rockets. In addi t ion an h e r i c a n  non-electric demolitions k i t  with 
t en  s t i c k s  of C-4 was found in the  immediate v i c i n i t y  of t he  perimeter. 

What did  t h e  a t t ack  on LZ Bird accomplish? An e f fec t ive  analysis  must 
examine NVA achievements iri l i g h t  of t he  mission. The operations order of 
t h e  22nd NVA Regiment ca l l ed  f o r  a complete overrunning of t h e  LZ and t h e  
dest ruct ion of a l l  of the  howitzers. The a t t a c k  f a i l e d  t o  accomplish e i t h e r  
of these  objectives.  The NVA Regulars d id  succeed i n  assault,ing i n t o  t h e  
perimeter and overrunning more than half  of t he  landing zone before they 
werg  stopped and decis ively  defeated. The enemy did demolish t he  number 
th ree  155 howitzer and s u f f i c i e n t l y  damage t h e  number one and number two 
a r t i l l e r y  pieces &o require  -their removal t o  Hammond f o r  repa i r s ,  In t he  
105 howitzer b a t t e a  mortar munds made severa l  of t he  ~ , i e c e s  temporsr:.-'., 
inoperative but the  ba t te ry  was f u l l y  operat ional  t he  ne& day. Raw s t a t ~ s i c s  
show from 27-31 December t h a t  the  enemy l o s t  two hundred and s m y - s i x  
k i l l e d  by body count, and an unestimated number of dead and wounded a s  a 
r e s u l t  of t h e  a t t a ck  on Bird. US casua l t i es  were f i f ty-e ight  k i l l e d  and 
one hundred and seventy-seven wounded i n  t h e  same period. I n  l i g h t  of t he  
above it cannot be s a id  t h e  enemy accomplished h i s  mission, nor was t h e  
a t t a ck  an enemy victory,  An important sequel t o  t h i s  conclusion i s  provided 

Senrtcm Captain Phouc, t ra in ing  and plans o f f i c e r  of t h e  22nd NVAby

Reg-hent who coordinated khe a t t ack  on LZ Bird. When informed of both 
f r i end ly  and enemy casua l t i es  and t h e  minor damage i n f l i c t e d  on t he  howitzers, 
he termed t h e  a t t ack  a '"isasterous defeat" f o r  t h e  North Vietnamese Army.  

The defense of LZ Bird demonstrated c l ea r ly  t he  h e d i a t e  react ion 
capab i l i ty  of hard pressed h e r i c a n  troops. Given no warning t h a t  an 



enemy was within f i ve  meters of t h e i r  positions, and then the  instantaneous 
neutra l izat ion of several  c ruc i a l  defensive bulwarks, the  men displayed 
extreme courage and unhesitat ing response t o  t h e  t h r ea t  of complete 
annihilat ion.  The f i r i n g  of the  Bee Hive round, the  s e t t i ng  up of a new 
perimeter, and t h e  blocking positions, and the  e f fec t ive  adjustment of ARA 
and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e s  were de f in i t e ly  decisive. The immediate support 
received from ARA, a r t i l l e r y  and reinforcing un i t s  was a l so  crucia l .  Within 
f i ve  t o  s i x  minutes a f t e r  the i n i t i a t i o n  of the  at tzck,  t he re  was a r t i=~>s r -  
support. In l e s s  then t h i r t y  minutes, ARA ships were i n  t h e  area. Within 
l e s s  than an hour a f t e r  not i f icat ion,  there  were reinforcements on the  
ground helping t o  re-establish t h e  perimeter. In these act ions  it isobvious 
t h a t  a n  a l e r t  response on the par t  of those par t ic ipat ing,  t he  a b i l i t y  
t o  e f fec t ive ly  del iver  f i r e  support and reinforcements, and p r io r  coordinaki.cn 
were instrumental in defeating a large,  well-organized enemy force. 
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1- CG, 4th Infantry  Division, APO 96262 
1- CG, 3d Bde, 25th Infantry  Division, AW 96225 
1- CG, 1st Bde, lOls t  Abn Division, APO 96349 
1- CG, 25th Inf Division, APO 96225 
1- 6 1 9 6 t h  Lt Inf Bde, hkPO 96256 
1- CG, 173d Abn Bde, !iPO 96250 
1- CG, 9th Inf Division; APO 96370 
1- CG, 1 s t  Inf Division, APO 96345 
1- Comdt, USA Inf Sch, F't Benning, GA 31905 
1- Comdt, USA Avn Sch, Ft Rucker, Ala 36360 
1- Comdt, JFKSRJPiR Sch, Ft Bragg, NC 28307 
1- Comdt, USACdGSC, F't Leavenworth, Kan 66027 
1- Comdt, USAAMS, F't S i l l ,  Okla 73504 
1- CG, F t  Knox, Ky 4.0121 
1- CG, Ft Jackson, S.C. 29207 
1- CG, Ft Gordon, Gal 30905 



1 CG, F t  Polk La 7l459 
1- GG, Ft  Leonard Wood Mo. 65473 
13 OG, F t  Ord C d i f  9391;L 
1- CG, F t  Dix,New Jersey 0864D 
1- Editor, USAGSSC M i l  Review, USAWSC, Fort havenworth, Kan, 66027 
1- Chief of Reserve and ROTC Affairs, DB, Washington, D.C. 
1- CO, USA Inf HUMRO Unit, F t  Benning, Ga 31905 
1- Army Digest, Cameron Station, Alexandria, V a  223U 
1- Time Magazine, Editorial  & Advertizing Office, Time & Life Bldg, 

Rockefeller Center, N.Y., N.Y. 10020 
1- Saturday Evening Post, Independence Squam, Philadelphia, Pa. 19105 
1- Magazine 1529 18th St, N.W., Wash, D.C. 20036 



SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned 

TASK O;iGbl?IZATICif FOR MAJOR OPERATIONS 

OPERAIIOY: (C) 

BYRD (26' A 

2/7 
c .l/9

(,) c 8e;h En=-
A 1/25 Arty 

c (-) 2/20 ~ r % y  
'(ARA) 
Delt 228 Am Ihl 
rCm 3 13th Sig (0) 

t m  3 IPW/CI De% 191. M I  
3d Bde CA De% 
3d FSE 

1.st BRIGADE 

1/8 
1/d$ 
5/77
2/19 Arty (-1 DS 
D 2/17 k t 7  ~ t c h2/19 ~ r t y  
C 1/21 Ar%y A t c h  2/1 9 Arty 
A 3/%8 Arty GSR 2/19 Arty 
C 8th Engr Btr 
Plat  (-) 545th I@ 
25th Soout Dog Plat  
T m 1  13th Sig 
Tm 1 IPW/CI Det 191 M I  
Tm 5th Weather Sqpdron 
Tm 4 I s t  CA C o  

2d BRIGADE 

& J  
7/5 (-1
117 (-1
2/12 
1/77 Arty (-1 
B 1/8 Arty 
A 5/21 hxtg 
B (-1 8th E n s  
C 1/3@ Arty Reinf 1/77 Arty 
SqB Secty Dogs 



- B 

' SWEC!C: Operational Report on Lessons Learned 

2d 'EWIGLDE (coNTT~TUED) 

Tm 2 13th Sig  Bn 
Tm 2 IPW/CI 191 M I  
Tm 5th Weather Squadron 

3d BRIGADE 

2/8 
c 1/5
1/21 Arty (-1 DS 
2/"?7? Arty Reinf 
C 6/16 Arty GSR 
C 2/39 Arty Reinf 1/21 Arty 
C 8 th  Engr Bn 
229 A V ~~n 
Plat  (-) 545th MP 
Sec 25th Scout Dog Plat  
Tm 3 13th Sig BI 
Isn 3 IPW/CI Det 19 M I  
Tm 3 371.s.t RRC Co 
Tm 5th Wea-ther Squadron 
Tm 11 41st CA Co 

3/25 IW D I V  (OPCON TO ? s t  AIR CkiV DIV)/ .  -

1/14 I& 
1/35 Lnf 
2/9 Arts (-) DS 
A i/n ;I r ty~7 tch  
c 5/76 Arty Attch 2/9 Arty 
Pla t  C 'Prp 4/4 Cav 

2/20 Arty (-3 GS 
2/13 Arty (-) 
Pla t  B/2pth Arty (SL) 
Btry E/82 Arty 
3/18 Pzty (-1 GS 

DIVISION TROOPS 

l / g  Cav 
8 th  Engr (-1 
4th  A m  Gp (-1 
13th .Sig Bn (-) 
l g l s t  M I  Det (-1 



SUBJECT: 0perat;i 

DIVISION TROGPS (C O N T I ~ ~ D )  

371st RRC Co (--) 
Deli 32 5th Weather Squadron 

? s t  BRIGADE 

5.17 

2/49 Arty (4Ds 
D 2/17 Arty Atch 2/19 Arty 
c 1/21 ~ r t y~ t c h2/19 ~ r t y  
A 3/18 Arty GSR 2/19 Arty 
C 8th Earn Bn 
Plat  (-) -545.. 
25th Scout Dog Plat 
Tm 13th Sig Ih.1 
Tin 1 IPW/CI l 9 l s t  MI Det 
Tm 5th meather Squadron 
Tm 41a t  CA Co 

2d BRIGADE 

u5 
115 (-1
117 (-1
a/12 
1/77 Arty (-1 DS 
B 1/8 Arty ' 

A 1/22 Arty 
B ( 0 )  8th Engc En 
C 1/30 Arty Reinf 1/77 ArQ 
Sqd Security Dogs 
!h2 13th Sig Bn 
lifm 2 IPW/CI 391st M I  Det 
lifm 5th Weather Squadron 

2/8 
c 1/5
1/21 Arty (-1

2/17 Arty Reinf 




SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned 

PERSHING (CONTINUED 

3d BRIGADE (cant) 

C 6/16 w t y  GSR 
C 2/19 Arty Reinf 1/21 Arty 
C 8th Ehgr Bn 
229th kvn Bn 
Plat (0) 545th MP 
Sec 25th Sct Dog Pla t  
Tm 3 13th Sig Bn 
Tm 3 TPW/CI 191 s t  MI Det 
Tm 3 371s t  RRC Co 
Tm 5th Weather Squd 
Tm 11 41st CA Co 

1/14 Inf 
1/35 Inf 
2/9 h t y  (-1 DS 
k 1/77 Arty Atch 
5/16 Arty ~ t c h  
2/9 Arty 
Pla t  C Trp 3/4 Cav 

DIVISION ARTILLEliY 

2/20 k t y  ( 0 )  GS 
7/13 Arty (0) GS 
Plat  ~ / 2 9  m t y  (SL) 
Btry E LQd Arty 
3/18 Arty (-) ,GS 

DIVISION 'TROOPS 

1/9 Cav 
8th Engr (-) 
4th kvn Gp (-) 
13th Sig Bn (-) 
191st M I  Det ( 0 )  

371st RRC Co (-) 

Det 31 5th Weather Squadron 




;7 
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SUBJECT: 

, 

Operational Report on Lessons Learned 
. . 
: ,. . LEJEUNE (7 April .s 22 ApYilT67) 

, . , 

. 2d BRIGADE 

1/5 
2/5 

Cav 
Cav 

1/35 Inf 
1 /14 Inf  
B 1/9 Cav 

DAZZLEN (I OCT 66 - CONTINUING) 

1/$ Cav 
2/8 Cav 
1/12 Cav 

2d DRIGf'DE 

2/12 Cav 

1/7 
5/7 

Cav 
Cav 

DIVISION ARTILLERY 

2/17 
1/27 

Arty 
Arty 



SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned \O' 
QUj-IRTERLY REPORT 

AVIi-.,TION 

Aviation Operations: During the  reporting period, Division Aircraft  
flew 79414 hours and 232753 so r t i e s ,  moving 35681 tons o f  cargo and 265820 
troops. In performing these missions, 272 a i r c r a f t  were'hit by hos t i le  
f i r e ,  15 being shot down. Of those shot down, 7 were repairable. Dming 
the  e n t i r e  period 23 drewmernbers were K I A  and 85 W I A  as  a r e s u l t  of  
enemy action. 

PART I (c) 
AIRCRAFT FLIGHT HOUR (MONTHLY) 

FEBRUARY 1467 01 O V ~  OH13  UHlB UHID CH47 C H X  

11t h  kvn Group, 38 237 63 2131 7677 1940 
1 /9 Cav Sqdn 2404 2694 1084 
Div Ar t i l l e ry  190 707 1 569 130 
SuppoPt Cornand 17 788 105 
1s t  .Bde 580 379 
2d Bde 428 378 
3rd Bde 484 395 

TOTAL FLYING HOURS 24418 CUWLATIUE. 430178 

MARCH 1967 01 OVl OH13 UHlB U H I D  CH67 ' CH54 

? 1t h  Avn Group 348 15 2647 8 4  1729 
1J9 Cav Sqdn 21 58 .3079 1077 
D?v Ar t i l l e ry  199 970 2506 158 
Support Command 879 127 
1st Bde 503 346 
2d Bde 460 513 
3rd Bde .573 67 

DIVISION TOTAL 199 348 4679 8252 12495 1.887 

TOTAL FLYING HOURS '27967 CUMULATIVE 4581 k.5 



APRIL 1967 01 OV1 UHI 13 OH13 UHlD CH47 CH54 

11t h  Avn Group 342 2185 8804 2207 
1/9 Cau Sqdn 21497 2336 1318 
Div h t i l l e r y  274 2331 953 24 172 
Support Comrmand 748 242 
1st Bde 405 337 
2d W e  482 331 
3rd Bde 544 494 

DIVISION TOTAL 274 342 7017 471 9 12056 2379 242 

TOTAL FLYING HOURS 27029 	 CUMULATIVE 4851 68 

OPERATION 	 DATES:-	 HRS FLOl\W SORTIES FLOWN TONS URGO PASSENGERS 

THHER 11 	 23 Oct 66 66013 1 87661 261 99 1$3900 
11 Feb 67-

LEJEUNE--	 7 Apr 67 2949 10061 3354 1 2533 
22 Apr 67 

PnRT I11 

SUPPORT RENDERED 


TO NON - US FORCES 


-MONTH UNIT SUPPORTED CH-54 HOURS 

Feb 67 &VN ENGR -1 CH54 1.8 
MVN. 	 1 8 

Mar 67 	 -mVN 
C IDG 

PART I V  
SUPPORT REWERED 

TO NON-DIVISIONAL UNITS 

MONTH UNIT SUPPORTED CH-l+7 DAYS UH-1 DAYS CH-54 HOURS 

Feb 67 111MAF, CW6 
RECOVERY 1 CH54 

6-2 



3 

P 


SUBJECT: 	QperBkicjina) :&port' on ~ e sions Learned 
k
/ 

MONTH UNIT SUPPC CH47,DAYS UH-1 PfrYS CH-51, HOURS 

Feb 67 CB Spec2.al Forces 
~ e c o x d .pCH.46, Move 
Engr'&uip 1 CH54 

3/25 Inf 4 

Task Force One ? 
Mar 67 	 I11 UF, Move 


ENGR El'2t.JP4 CH51, 


hth Inf, Move 

ENGR E&UP 	4 CH51, 

IFFv, MOVE ENGR 
E&UIP 1 CH54 

TASK FORCE ONE 13 

S P E C I A L  FORCES 4 7  

1'. 
 1 / 1 4 t h  Arty 

NO IIEPORT FOR n P R I L  1967 

PmT V 
SIGNIFICkSJT &VIATION OPHIATIONS 

PIBFOWD BY ORGANIC AIRCRAFT 

23 Oct 66 - 11 Feb 67 OPERATION "THAYXR 11" 

14.2 Infantry Battalions Airlifted 
78 Artillery . Batteries Air l i f ted  

7 Apr 67 - 22 Apr 67 OPERkTION w3xma" , 

6 Infantry Battalions ~ r h f ~ b d  
24 Art i l le ry  Batteries Airlifted 



SUBJECT:, Operat5oqa.Rc:por%ah Lessdnk L&a~ned 
C 

F;iP.T VI 
i. 

MONTHLY LVIA'1'ION STATISTICS 

MONTH FLYWG HOURS SORTIES TONS CARGO PASSENGERS 

Feb 67 U 1 6  70230 16472 91358 

Mar 67 27967 81630 9349. 94288 


PART VII 
AIRCUFT HIT DATA AND AVIATION CASUALTIES 

I11t h  Avn Group 84 I> 4 1 10 0 9 28 0 
1/9 Cav Sqdn 1% 0 0 6 0 0 14 41 5 
Div Artillery 20 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 
Support Command 18 0 0 0 4 0 0 8 0 
1 s t  Bde 8 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 
2d Bde 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 
3rd Bde 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

P U T  VIII 
MOSJTHLY MISSION REkDY AIRCRAFT A W R I L I T Y  

AVAILAXJ3 TYPE AIRCRAFT 

Feb 67 ?2 77 71 59 82 & 69 --
Mar 67 74 73 74 61, 74 72 62 85 



f WBJEKX: 7 Opdtional '&port on Lessons Learned 

'DAZZLFM:-	010600 Feb 67 - 010600 May 67 
TAC AIR 	 Missions: 197 B-52 Missions: 2 

Sorties: 490 Sorties: 18 
Bombs: . 712000 lba Bomb8 321,tons 
Napalm:. 344500 lbs 
Rockets: 608 

b$JEUk@r 070600 Apr 67 - 190600 Apr 1967 

TAG A I R  	 Maeions: 54 

Sorties: 220 

Bombs: 205,000 Ibe 

Napalm: 1 1 1,000 Ibs 

Rockets: 521, 


TAC AIR 	 Missions: 73 B-52 Niseions: 4 
Sorties: U2 Sorties: 45 
Bombs 300,750 lbs Bombs: 810 tons 
Napalm 150,000 lbs 
Rocketa: 722 

PERSHfhlG: 1 1  1315 Feb 67 - 010600 May 67 

TuC AIR 	 Missions: 1020 B-52 Wssions: 14 
Sorties: 2347 Sorties: . 198 
Bombs: 3,921,200 lbs Bombe: 23% tom. 
Napalm: 1,524,750 lbs 
Rocketa: 3049 

Totals for period 010600 Feb 67 - 010600.May 67 
TAC AIR 	 Missions: 1 B-52 Missions: 20 

Sorties: 3269 Sorties: 171 
Bombs: 5,138,950 lbs Bombs: 3486 tons 
Napalm: 2,130,250 Ibs 
Rockets: 4903 



SUBJECT: Opektional Report on Lessons Learned 

Nature and purpose: Psyops Leaflets have an effect 
upon the  immediate attitude and behavior of the 
eneqy soldier and consequently the battle situation. 
Essentially, t h e  leafxi%JSs -a message~ ~ : ~ ~ ~ J s o ~ & .  
t o  an-a As Sudi it is simple &:.dir&ct i n  '&nge.- . 
uage, limited i n  scope and timely in employment. 



FRONT 

LEAFLET NUMBER: 245(P).140-67 AMOUNT: 200,000 REQUESTOR: 4th Inf Div 

THEME: Political or Military Ceadership ? 


TARGET: 8th Ba,66th NVA Regiment 

REASON FOR DEVELOPMENT: Create discord betweendblitical md military leaders. 


WHO ISIN COMMAND ? 

A GOOD MILITARY LEADER A POLITICAL LEADER 



BACK 

To CPT Dap, CO 8th Bn, 66th Regiment 
On 17 Feb 67, Msgt Nguyen Kim Bang of your 6th Co was captured 

by US Forces. When we found him he was badly wounded. Our doctors 
bandaged his  wounds and evacuated him by helicopter to Pleiku where 
he now rests in a clean bed, has three hot meals each day and soon 
will be well. Msgt Bang is most fortunate to have lived. A few more 
b u r s  alone in the jungle and he would have died like an unwanted dog. 

Cpt Dap and Cpt Lan, you are military men. Why do you allow such 
things to happen to your men ? I s  i t  because of Cpt Hoa, the politic& 
officer whom the leaders in Hanoi have sent to beyour conscience ? 
Surely you would not commit such an atrocity against a soldier. Who 
is the commander ~ f ithe 8th Bn ? you or Cpt Hoa ? 



FRONT 


LEAFLET NUMBER: 245(P>153-67 AMOUNT: 500,000 REQUESTOR: 4th Div 

THEME: Stay in your hamlet after dark 

TARGET: Hamlets in 4th Div A 0  
-J 


REASON FOR DEVELOPMENT: T o  keep people in their hamlets at night. 

sv' ~0h4 (4t: DIVISIONJ MY TRUH jfI A N k  MOGANG M N u ~B U ~ N  
SANG, H L ~ MPOL SU' TAN TAM MXTpi^ AMAO MAO DO^ K ~ B ~ ; Z  

M L ~ .HL% PO^ K ~ B $ m A C  SNGO f d AYONG A D E ~ 
N G ~  M ~ G A N G  
B U ~ NSANG MIN PHUNG ROH ARANG PONAH 'VIET-CONG frEH ANLN 
MTACM. . 

P H ~ N GkM ~ G A N G  A N ~ N  
t 

SANG iH P$ H ~ K D R UPHU':Ghi~6L ~ H  P ~ K  
mn' M~GANQAYONG A D E ~ .MAT MGM BUONAYONG AD^ DOX HUM 

SANG AMAO MA0 DUI HIU KOB~I:  


245(P)-153-67 


The American 4th Division h a s  come here to  protect you. In order to  
insure your safety, the  4th Div requests you to s tay  in your hamlet after 
dark. Anyone seen outside after dark, may be mistaken for a VC and 
accidentally shot. 

Protect yourself and your famJy. Help the 4th Div to protect you. Stay 
in your hamlets after dark. 

24s~)153-67 




BACK 


s ao o k  n B? s w  HOA RZ- ~ b l _ ~ j ; Y&'BA? V$ q6iio B ~ Oyi 
G m '  G 6  AN NINA CHO BONG BAS). V$Y YEU C ~ UB ~ G QBAO 
TRONG KHU VJC CU)Isd OOXN HAY d YRN TRONG~A'PQ ~ N GFU 
N G O A ~K H ~TR~[T&: N G d d f  RA N G O ~ ~BAN QEM L ~ MNH& 
V&N_THTJX HANH cb T H ~  L% LX V@T C ~ N GvX HQ 3E 

~iB& OAN. 

H h  d B ~ OV$ B@ G ~ ? Ped C _ H G N ~ 
~ 2 %  VA GIA O~?HB&N. 
'I61 id V$ CA% B+N. H ~ Yd Y ~ NTRONG f~L& VR ~ 8 i !  

The American 4th Division has come here to protect you. In order to 
insure your safety, the 4th Div requests you to stay in your hamlet after 
dark. Anyone seen outside after dark, may be mistaken for a VC and 
aceiden tally shot. 

Protect yourself and your family. Help fie 4th Div to protect you. Sby  
in your hamlets after dark. 

245(P)-153-67 ' 



FRONT 


\3 
LEAFLET NUMBER: 245(P)-154-67 AMOUNT: 200,000 REOUESTOR: Special Forces, C-l Det 

THEME: VC have lost on all fronts. 

TARGET: Special Forces, Det. 8-22 - A0 


REASON FOR DEVELOPMENT: To  demoralize the Viet Cong. 


L 4 1  B(!I~S~I$G +N VUI C ~ A  -
~ 9 2V ~ T  C A ~ G  

HQ. 
CAEG TTHB: B ~ N ~ C N GN$ T R ~ NC C ~ G  NGA> 

K H ~ PCAC C H I ~ NT R ~ ~ N G ~  
N H T J N G ~ ~ Ic4 THAN NHAN THEO vc S ~ B !N H ~ NDO* TR&G 

The soldiers and civilians of Vinh Thanh will maintain security and 
rebuild their lives in liberty and happiness. 

All VC units have lost and they will loose more miserably on all 
fronts. 

The families who have sons, husbands and fathers who are VC and 
have relatives with them will be pmished by fellow villagers. 



BACH 


The soldiers and civilians of Vinh Thanh. will niaintain security and 
rebuild their l ives in liberty and happiness. 

All VC units have lost  and they will loose more miserably on all fronts. 
The families who have sons, husbands and fathers who are VC and 

have relatives with them will be punished by fellow villagers. 



FRONT 

LEAFLET NUMBER: 245(P>129-67 AMOUNT: 50,000 REQUESTOR: 1st Cav Diy 
%ME: Story of NVA Aidman 
TARGET: 1st Cav - A0 
REASON FOR DEVELOPMENT: Show good US medical treatment, and encourage VC to Chieu Hoi. 



di 12 m$t y t i  thuac dai dfji.k&g c"bi 124, trung do% 18. SII e,"& 325. 
Tr_ong thkng ~ i g n g , ;  t8i $?tkGi& truysii dJn vZ nghe &ub-B8i My phbcg thanh 
Gng ho sgngdng b& d'6 k?u goi binh s i  c6a T r u n g ~ o k n  18 trb vi!-hbi chknh. 
Tmng 'truyfi ddn cd 9 b% db'ghi r$ v! t r i  ddng q d n  c f  ch&g tp v'. c h l  

sho c h h g  t a  dia diam ti(p d b  khi chdng t a  thdcjiim quay v$-vd,i ~ b Q n h -
Nghia. Dia di& db 12 mgt d h  khbi deg va' mat 1k cd cda c h i n h - ~ h u  VNCH. 
cAc- cdni be ,da* t y 8 n ~ t r u f i ~  vZ nh6i s o  c h d y  ta. v; ngb.19-1. &fJ cuijc 
ngdng ban b'it dau, thi bqn c& b? l a i  tgng cridng sJ canh gac vii kiam sbat 
k $ n g  a; ddcc ra khbi vj di. 
Mai d2n ng* 12-2-267 tai dPdu%g t b b b  dbdd  di v&ia ~ a m ' t h u n g16. 
~ u 6 iCcao. tsi  d g  vgy t y  Yhi th& trdc thgng bay nganp. v g  ho&?ddE ru%g 
ddn ,Gin vs- &iy t8i mdi tĥ a;r c 4  *hi$,d^ong ch'i kh& da )rd v8-Hti-chinh 
tnlbc t'di, c 6 d  cic $ig,chhi'bi biit ntia. ngabi bi )hrldng ke dau y!u, nhdng 
chinGnt t& da"ddoc d?i xd tii,t$; dddc siln sdc thuac men vs moi thd,trii h& 
vbi ldi tuy& truy3; xao tr: cua tic-c&n-b? VC. 

Comrades of the NVA. 

I am a medical aidman with the 124th Mortar Company, 18th Regt. 325th 
Div. In January, the Americans told u s  with leaflets and loudspeaker 
messages that they were going to have a cease fire for soldiers in the 18th 
Regiment to return to the GVN. The leaflets had t a p s  of the area where we 
were located on them. They indicated the positions There troops would be 
to accept returnees. They b k e d  the positions with black smoke and GVN 
flags. 

In my company the cadre started an immediate indoctrination to discourage 
rallying. But they did not trust us at-all. On the 19th of January when all 
firing ceased. the cadre kept u s  a l l  together in position and would not let 
anyone go anywhere. 

Later. on 12 February 1967. I used the map to go soath in the Soul Ca 
valley. 1 waved both hands at, a helicopter and they picked mepp. They 
treated me very well. Many &hers fiere glso rallied. There are a &eat number 
of comrades who have been taken prisoner. Some of the p r i F e r s  who were 
slightly wounded before belng captured, told me they sa*m*y _other serious- 
ly wounded comrades in the American hospitals. They said thesArneficans 
have all kinds of medical equipment and many doctors. We al l  enjoyed riding 
in helicoDters. 




